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1.
For each of the years 1995 to 1997, provide the actual Split Rate Base (SRB) Utility segment capital expenditures associated with the provisioning of Fibre Optics Transmission Systems (FOTS) equipment and facilities for the:


a)
access network; and


b)
local interoffice (IO) trunk network.


Explain the rationale for any FOTS expenditures assigned to the SRB Utility segment in the year 1997.

Response

a) and b)


Gross plant additions for a specific class of plant constitute information which is not available even to the Company's shareholders.  Disclosure of such information on the public record would allow the Company's competitors to adapt their competitive strategies to better respond to BC TEL in the market thereby causing direct harm to the Company.  Accordingly, these details are filed in confidence with the Commission.  An abridged version is being provided for the public record.


As noted in the response to Question 3 filed January 22, 1999, BC TEL does not plan, provision or record the facilities at issue on the basis of a break-out into access         

Response (Continued)


network and local interoffice components.  Accordingly, the Company can only provide the total of gross plant additions associated with the provisioning of FOTS facilities and equipment which has been assigned to the Utility segment:






1995

#





1996

#





1997

#


The Company notes that the 1997 figure reflects methodology proposed by the Company but not yet approved by the Commission.  Using 1996 methodology and 1996 ratios as an approximation, the 1997 assignment to Utility would be            # under the old assignment approach.
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