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Notice:
This contribution has been prepared by Telus Communication to assist the Network Working Group as basis for discussion. This should not be construed as a binding proposal on Telus Communication. Specifically, Telus Communication reserves the right to request amendments, modifications or to withdraw of this contribution at any time. 

INTRODUCTION

Over the past several meetings of the NTWG discussed numerous topics including how IXCs would have a toll call delivered to them and what is required to provide the IXCs information to facilitate the creation of accurate bills.  This contribution discusses the cost responsibility for network and system modification for permanent and interim arrangements for producing accurate bills plus interconnection arrangements for the exchange of Toll Free traffic.

COST SHARING - Network Modification for Delivering and Receive Information Supporting Accurate Billing

At the Oct 27, 2000 NTWG meeting the group discussed permanent and interim methods for transferring information so IXCs could create accurate bills.  Part of this discussion focused on the requirements associated with network modification and who is responsible for these costs.  Microcell’s expressed an opinion that the IXCs should be the responsible parties.  

TELUS is of the view that the exchange of toll traffic is done using industry accepted interfaces.  TELUS submits that one of the intents of these interfaces from the inception of equal access is to provide IXCs with information for the creation of accurate toll bills.  Up to this point specifically documenting this intent was not necessary since the information required by the IXCs was passed in the IAM in the form of geographically based NPA-NXXs in the charged number, calling number and called number fields for those IXCs using SS7.  

It is TELUS’ contention that the mobile wireless CLECs can not meet the intent of the interface standards and are forcing the entire industry to adapt to their specific limitations.  Therefore, mobile wireless CLECs or for that matter, any service provider forcing changes onto the entire industry, are responsible to bear the costs for the industry to adapt to their limitations.

ROUTING ISSUES

TELUS has submitted contributions identifying problems wireless CLECs will create with existing geographic based Toll Free services.  The cause of these problems is the mobile wireless CLEC sending calling number information in the IAM that does not reflect the caller’s geographic location.  

Today this problem is averted by connecting WSPs to the ILEC network via line side connections and using a pilot number as the calling number in the IAM parameter.  However, line side connections are designed for a service provider customer relationship and should not be promoted to interconnect LECs.  

TELUS maintains that any CLEC regardless of technology, interconnect with the ILECs using industry accepted interfaces.  For this situation it would be via ISUP trunks on the Bill and Keep trunk group where the calling number field in the IAM accurately reflects the location of the caller.  This preserves the integrity of the agreed to interface for Toll Free calls plus maintains the same level of service as that afforded WSP customers.

CONCLUSION


This contribution discussed two key factors in interconnection between IXCs, LECS and mobile wireless CLECs; 

1. Cost responsibility for upgrading the network to provide call details to allow IXCs to bill accurately, 

2. Routing of Toll Free calls.

To summarize, TELUS recommends that all costs associated with developing and implementing both an interim and long term solution to enable IXCs to accurately bill, be borne solely by the network triggering this change, namely  mobile wireless CLECs.  

TELUS also recommends that Toll Free calls be routed over the Bill and Keep trunk group with the calling number field being filled with a number associated with the calling location. 
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