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TO:

Network Working Group



Business Process Working Group

SUBJECT:
CSCN TIF 36 – Use of Numbers from 310, 610 and 810 CO Codes

The Canadian Steering Committee on Numbering (CSCN) kindly requests your Working Group’s assistance in addressing the issue raised in CSCN TIF 36 with respect to the use of numbers from the 310, 610 and 810 Central Office (CO) Codes in all Canadian geographic NPAs.

Currently, the 310 CO Code in every activated Canadian geographic NPA, except for NPAs 647 and 289, is assigned to the Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (ILEC) operating in that NPA.  The 610 and 810 CO Codes are currently not assigned to any carrier in the Canadian NPAs.

Currently, the ILECs use the 310 CO Codes and telephone numbers therein to provide customers with numbers that can be called by end users by dialing only 7‑digits from certain locations in a particular NPA, region, or province without incurring toll charges.  Where long distance is required, to complete the calls, the ILECs translate the 310‑XXXX numbers into toll free numbers that can be routed anywhere in the North American Numbering Plan (NANP) area.  Where long distance is not required, the ILECs route the calls to a node providing Advanced Intelligent Network (AIN) Service Finder service and then further route the call for local termination within the Extended Area Service (EAS) area where such calls originated.

The CSCN is currently working TIF 36 with respect to the potential creation of a competitively equal environment with regards to the use of 310, 610 and 810 CO Codes and the numbers contained therein.  TIF 36 recommended the development of guidelines for the assignment, use and on-going administration of these numbers as well as proposing certain general principles.  A key principle is that the administration of 310, 610 and 810 resources should convey no undue advantage to any party, but should provide a balance between the interests of current 310 code holders in maintaining the integrity of the resource and other potential 310 code holders wishing to use these resources in the future.

The CSCN notes that there are only the above three CO Codes available in the Canadian geographic NPAs that could be used to provide 7‑digit or special dialing services in Canada at this time; this means that there would only be 30,000 telephone numbers in each NPA, or only 30,000 telephone numbers across Canada if each number were only assigned to a single customer throughout Canada.  In addition, the CSCN notes that the North American telecommunications industry appears headed towards adoption of the 10‑digit Uniform Dialing Plan (UDP), which could impact the future use of the 310, 610 and 810 CO Codes as 7‑digit dialing Codes.

The CSCN requests input from your Working Group as to business processes and network architecture to support a competitively neutral environment using these number assignments.  For example, the CSCN requests input on the following issues:

1) identify and assess network technical and architectural issues related to carrier interfaces;

2) 310, 610 and 810 number resource database(s) and appropriate interaction mechanisms to support network provisioning, routing and, potentially, rating;

3) potential use of and/or impact on Local Number Portability (LNP) database(s) and processes;

4) business process issues;

5) feasibility of developing an industry wide concept similar to toll free services and related funding issues; and,

6) any other issues or pertinent information that the CSCN may not be aware of with respect to this issue.

The CSCN requests your Working Group to provide inputs as soon as possible and, preferably, by October 8, 2001.  If not by October, please advise me as to when your Working Group will be able to provide a complete response.

Sincerely,

[ORIGINAL SIGNED BY SENDER]

Doug Birdwise

Chair,

Canadian Steering Committee on Numbering
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"310" numbers are currently used by ILECs to provide certain customers with a number using the NXX 310 which can be called by dialing only seven digits from anywhere in a particular region, province or across Canada without incurring toll charges.  Although all 310 NXXs currently in service are assigned to ILECs, the Canadian Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines do not preclude any entity from requesting the assignment of this NXX for general use; nor is the use of this resource restricted to a single service provider or a single service where it has not yet been assigned.  Further, local number portability provides a means by which even numbers within an already assigned NXX may be used by other carriers to provide services to their customers. 

It is recommended that a process be established to guide the use, administration and accessibility of 310 telephone numbers in a competitive environment.  This task would also include an assessment of the potential criteria for assignment, use and administration of the 610 and 810 CO Codes that are presently identified on the CNA’s web site as unassigned and designated “For Special Use” and “7 Digit Service” in all Canadian geographic NPAs.

The deliverable of this process would be a set of guidelines for the assignment, use and on-going administration of the numbers within the 310, 610 and 810 NXXs.  These guidelines should reflect the following general principles:

· 310, 610 and 810 resources are limited and so should be utilized in the most efficient way possible;

· the administration of 310, 610 and 810 resources should convey no undue advantage to any party, but should provide a balance between the interests of current 310 code holders in maintaining the integrity of the resource and other potential 310 code holders wishing to use these resources in the future; and

· the on-going administration of these resources should attempt to minimize disruption to end-users.
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It is suggested that the CSCN assign this Task to the Guidelines Maintenance Standing Committee (GMSC).  Since these Guidelines will impact upon the assignment of 310 resources in the three new area codes to be introduced in 2001, it is recommended that the GMSC commence work on this Task as soon as possible.

CSCN members should be encouraged to make contributions to the GMSC to explore alternatives for the assignment, use and administration of these resources so as to facilitate the development of administrative Guidelines.
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