27 August 2001

To:

Douglas Birdwise     
Chair - CSCN

From:

Tony Chow

Chair - CISC Network Working Group (NTWG)

Subject:
CSCN Request - Network Architecture(s) for 310/610/810


The purpose of this letter is to provide the CSCN with a status of the work in the NTWG on 310/610/810 network architecture assessment requested by the CSCN.

At the 21 August 2001 NTWG meeting, a new TIF (TIF# 10) was tabled. Videotron also submitted a contribution (NTCO144) titled " LEC-to-SP interconnection for 310, 610 and 810 seven-digits calls". Both documents are attached for your reference. 

In the course of the discussion, it became apparent to the NTWG participants that there are many questions requiring clarification with respect to the CSCN request.  The participants are of the opinion that a clear service definition must first be developed and agreed upon before any options for the type(s) of supportive network architectural alternatives can be assessed. Without a clear service definition, the participants believe that the NTWG could needlessly expend its effort in examining numerous schemes, and could possibly conclude and make recommendation to the CSCN on the basis of inappropriate network interconnection/routing architecture(s). It is also felt that the appropriate service delivery vehicle (e.g. switch translation based vs database solution) depends on the service forecasts and the likelihood of potential competitive service providers.

Being primarily a technical working group, the NTWG does not feel that it has the prime responsibility, nor the required expertise, to provide the necessary marketing and service perspectives in attempting to respond to this CSCN request. However, we would be happy to participate with the CSCN and/or other groups in the development of the service description(s), forecasts and to understand the associated scope of work. 

We would appreciate if you could provide direction and further clarification on the aforementioned issues. We would be glad to meet with your team in a joint session to discuss further as required. 

Regards,

Tony Chow.

 cc: Peter Lang  -  BPWG

/attachments  (NTTF010, NTCO144)

