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Following industry discussions at the Co-location at Remotes Sub-working Group (CaR-SWG) and in consideration of TIF CLTF004, members of the Coalition for Better Co-location (The “Coalition”), TELUS (“TCI”), and Bell Canada et al (including Aliant, BELL Canada, MTS and SaskTel) are considering amending their carrier access tariffs relating to interconnection at remote locations. However, such an agreement is dependent upon the outcome of an investigation regarding the issue to be undertaken by the Business Process/Network Operations and Network Working Groups of CISC. 

1.0 OVERVIEW

As outlined within CLCO094A, consideration is being given to permitting co-locators the opportunity to interconnect to copper facilities located at or near access remote locations within the ILEC access network architecture.   For reference purposes, this service is labeled “Sub-loop Extension”.  

For the purpose of this document, an "Access Remote" is defined as any ILEC controlled electronic  device between the end-customer and the nearest serving central office building or wire centre, i.e. a location that is subject to mandated co-location. Therefore, by definition, this document applies to access remote sites where actual co-location is not possible as mandated under Decision 97-15 - Co-location.

This Draft Consensus Report CLRE023B (Draft) is being referred to the Network and Network Operations/Business Process SWGs at this time so that those SWGs can start work on the processes required to give CLECs and DSLSPs (collectively, competitors) access to ILEC sub-loops. Meanwhile, the CLG will continue to work on making the draft consensus a final consensus. The CBC and the ILECs have agreed in principle that competitors should have access to ILEC sub-loops. The only outstanding issue appears to be which particular sub-loops should competitors be able to access. It is generally agreed that, for purposes of this Report, a sub-loop is the copper wire that runs from Access Network Interconnection Points (ANIPs) in the ILEC networks - usually a Jumper Wire Interface (JWI), Outside Plant Interface (OPI) or Serving Area Concept (SAC) box - to the end customer demarcation point. All parties agree that competitors should have access to ANIPS that are served by ILEC electronics (fibre or LD-1). This will solve a critical issue for competitors trying to provide DSL services, that is, copper continuity. However, the ILECs have not yet agreed that competitors should have access to sub-loops from ANIPs that are currently served only by copper. The competitors on the other hand feel that the two most critical issues standing in the way of expanding DSL availability are: (1) copper continuity, and (2) loop length. To help solve the second issue, the competitors are seeking access to sub-loops at all ANIPS. 

Since the only outstanding issue is not whether sub-loops should be accessible but rather "which sub-loops" should be accessible, all parties agreed that work on processes should begin immediately within the Network and Business Process SWGs.  Accordingly, this Draft Report is being submitted to the CLG for immediate release to these SWGs with directions to submit a report on the relevant process, bearing in mind that further revisions may be made in relation to the “sub-loop” types to be made accessible to competitors.

2.0  GENERAL CRITERION FOR INTERCONNECT 

To better refine the typical application of this Sub-loop Extension arrangement, the following statement clarifies the location within the ILEC access network architecture where this service may apply:

“With a view to delivering the highest possible concentration of customer access where customers of ILECs are served by Access Remote technology, Sub-loop Extension will be provided to interconnecting carriers (ICs) or digital subscriber line service providers (DSLSPs) at the copper cross-connect point, hereinafter referred to as an 'Access Network Interconnection Point (ANIP)'  in the ILEC network nearest to the ILEC electronics and closest to the end customer”. For clarity, an ANIP will most likely be associated with a Jumper Wire Interface (JWI), Outside Plant Interface (OPI) or Serving Area Concept (SAC) box as appropriate within the particular ILEC territory.

3.0 ARCHITECTURE & RESPONSIBILITY

For the purpose of this document, a "sub-loop" is defined as the facility between an ANIP and an end-customer point of network demarcation.  

The architecture, as illustrated within Appendix 1, provides an IC or DSLSP increased flexibility by providing the option of directly interconnecting to ILEC facilities in order to access sub-loops. The current proposal is that an IC would be responsible to locate a point of presence (POP) next to the ILEC ANIP and place the copper cable(s) from the POP to a point close to the ANIP. The IC would in turn arrange for the ILEC to install the ILEC end of the cable(s) into the ANIP. Alternatively, the ILEC would be responsible for the provision and ongoing maintenance of a cable between an IC POP and the ANIP. Regardless, the cross-connect of an ILEC sub-loop to an IC cable within the ANIP would be the responsibility of the ILEC.  

With respect to DSLSPs, it is noted that responsibility for and control of any copper facilities, such as those extending from an ANIP to a DSLSP POP, by the DSLSP would likely re-define the DSLSP as a common carrier, subject to the foreign ownership restrictions of the Telecommunications Act (the Act). Therefore, unless a DSLSP chooses to become a common carrier in accordance with the Act, it is assumed that any sub-loop extensions provided to DSLSPs would be provisioned and maintained by the ILEC.

4.0 IMPLEMENTATION, BUSINESS PROCESS, AND OPERATIONS

At the outset, it would appear that two distinct sets of activities will affect technical, business process and network operations areas within the ILEC companies.

First, it will be necessary to establish a competitor presence in the ANIP.  As outlined earlier, this activity would entail installation and termination of a copper cable, the other end of which would be associated with the competitor's equipment. With respect to this pre-requisite activity, the CaR-SWG is investigating the possibility of utilizing the existing processes for Support Structure Agreements (SSA) with the intent of minimizing the need to develop specialized procedures for this initial provisioning activity.

Once a competitor presence, i.e. a competitor cable terminated in an ILEC ANIP, has been established there is need for mechanisms that would facilitate ordering, billing, service assurance, spectrum management and so forth associated with ILEC activities to interconnect an end-customer's sub-loop and an ANIP pair assignment designated by the competitor. Furthermore, for those instances in which the competitor is also co-located in the serving central office, it will be necessary to establish clear and unambiguous processes to differentiate between unbundled loops that terminate in a central office from sub-loops that terminate at an ANIP.

In order that the Co-location Group (CLG) may arrive at a consensus regarding the arrangements identified above, the CLG has agreed to issue this DRAFT Consensus document to the Business Process/Network Operations and Network Working Groups of CISC for the purpose of obtaining feedback with respect to any issues that may be perceived as "show-stoppers" pending further investigation.

5.0 LEGAL DOCUMENTS / REVISIONS TO MALI

If applicable, MALI amendments to be completed and filed with the Commission by end of December 2001.

6.0 EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon approval of the consensus by the Commission.

APPENDIX 1

SUB-LOOP EXTENSION ARCHITECTURE
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