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NOTICE:
This contribution has been prepared by Futureway Communications Inc. for Futureway Communications Inc. to assist the Network Working Group as a basis for discussion.  This should not be construed as binding on Futureway Communications Inc.  Specifically, Futureway reserves the right to amend, modify or withdraw of this contribution at any time.

Introduction
At the 13 August 2002 meeting of the NTWG in Toronto, Bell Canada reviewed its plan for testing the spectral compatibility of various ADSL installation configurations which might result in more than one ADSL signal source in cable plant serving a given area (see NTCO206)

During the course of the meeting Bell Canada staff informed NTWG members that it would consider modifying its current test plans to take into account the requirements of competitors and that it would be open to conducting joint tests with competitors.  Bell Canada also stated, however, that as of that date it had received no input from competitors on either suggested modifications to the planned tests or the possibility of participation in joint tests by competitors.

Input into testing plan

Futureway Communications Inc. (Futureway) would like to take the opportunity to provide its recommendations as to how Bell Canada could modify its current test plans as well as make an offer to facilitate joint testing.

Futureway notes that in NTCO206 Bell Canada states:

Bell Canada also anticipates that it will perform tests of Remote ADSL impact on G.shdsl using the configuration in Fig. 1.  These tests have not been scheduled.  The dates are dependent on Bell’s schedule for overall spectrum management testing of G.shdsl.

Futureway believes that testing of Remote-based ADSL’s impact on Central Office-based G.shdsl should be undertaken as soon as possible.  Serial 15 of TIF #8 – Spectrum Management minuted the following input from Futureway on this issue at the July 16, 2002 meeting of the NTWG:

Eric Piirto (Futureway) stated that Bell Canada should stop further remote deployment until testing related to G.shdsl are completed with the assurance that there is no impact to the service integrity.  Henry Yabar of AT&T echoed Eric’s concern.  Eric also questioned whether loop extension configuration is covered under the test plan as depicted in Figure 2.

The potential conflict between-remote based ADSL and CO-based G.shdsl is of grave concern to Futureway.  To date, Futureway has deployed G.shdsl technology extensively in its colocation network in the GTA.  This deployment has been undertaken in accordance with the regulations and tariffs governing the current colocation and unbundled copper loop regime and this equipment is also permitted pursuant to the eligible colocation equipment list and should not, therefore, be threatened by the roll-out of remote-based ADSL technology by any party.  Futureway submits that even though this issue is clearly not a short-term priority for Bell Canada, it is an urgent short-term priority for Futureway.

Futureway hereby requests that Bell Canada advance and establish dates for overall spectrum management testing of G.shdsl and begin testing for this potential interference immediately.  Futureway submits that Bell Canada’s tests should investigate the impacts of remote-based ADSL technology on loop extension scenarios as well.

Amongst others, the issues that need to be resolved are:

· Does cross-talk from remotely deployed ADSL transceivers reduce the performance of CO-based G.shdsl transceivers and/or does it render the CO-based technology completely inoperable?  At what point (i.e. distance from the CO) in a copper loop would the G.shdsl signal be over powered by an ADSL signal?

· The development of an appropriate technical framework to ensure CO-based G.shdsl and remote-based ADSL transceivers can operate in the same binder group.

· Does powering down the remote-based DSLAM resolve any interference problems that they may create for the CO-based G.shdsl equipment?  What are the service level implications for the remote-based DSLAM of any powering down?  Does the equipment currently deployed by Bell possess power down capability?

For its part, and in order to facilitate the advancement of the requested testing, Futureway is willing to work with Bell Canada in the development and execution of a joint testing program and can provide access G.shdsl circuits via the equipment already installed in its colocation locations.  Futureway is willing to provide staff and other resources to facilitate these testing activities.
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