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BACKGROUND

This report summarizes the Network Working Group (NTWG) status with regard to NTTF008, Spectrum Management of xDSL technologies.

NTTF008 was initiated on 10 April 2001 with the task being defined to develop a spectrum management technical specification based on the approved standards.  The specification, once developed would be used by other working groups such as BPWG to develop industry processes to manage spectrum interference.  

Summary of Activities and Tasks Completed

The following highlights the major activities undertook by NTWG:

· Approval of TIF 8;

· Presentation by Bell Canada outlining the background, requirement and standards activities on spectrum management;

· Presentation by Keith Richardson on current activities and issues regarding hazardous voltage on unbundled loops;

· Presentation by Bell Canada summarizing T1.417 standards on deployment guidelines;

· Presentation by TELUS providing an overview of the access network and potential solutions to accessing loops at remotes;

· Bell Canada and TELUS agreed to undertake remote xDSL testing and make available both the test plans and the test results to the NTWG; and

· Letter to CLG to confirm if further input is expected from NTWG in order to assist CLG in furthering their work items.  This is with reference to the CLG request regarding access to sub-loops at remotes and the subsequent NTWG report that was sent to CLG.  Response from CLG indicated that the original request from CLG had been fulfilled and no further work is expected of NTWG at this time.

The following highlights the major tasks completed under TIF 8 by NTWG:

· Letter to BPWG advising all equipment attached to the unbundled loops should be CS-03 certified and that work is underway to investigate spectrum management issues;

· Letter to TAPAC highlighting concerns related to high voltage;

· In response to CLG request, a report was issued outlining the issues, U.S. situation and possible solutions related to access to sub-loops at remotes.  The report also indicated that there are no show-stopper at this time;

· Letter to BPWG regarding the completion of the CS-03 Part VIII on high voltage and spectral management guidelines for CO fed xDSL systems;

· A study on “Impact of Remote ADSL on G.shdsl on Long Loop” was presented by Bell Canada indicating that remote ADSL has relatively little impact to the G.shdsl; and

· Test plans and test results from both Bell Canada and TELUS on ADSL Dual Source Feed were presented to the NTWG.  The result indicated that there is interference under certain deployment situations.

CONCLUSIONS

Over the course of a number of meetings in 1Q03, the NTWG discussed whether further work on this task is required.  On April 15, 2003 meeting, consensus was reach to close TIF 8 for the following reasons:

· The original CLG request to identify show-stopper issues for loop access at remotes was met;

· Lack of contributions from xDSL service providers;

· A number of completed tasks and resolved issues, e.g. high voltage, guidelines of CO based xDSL deployment, etc.; and

· The current public processes related to Bell Canada/TELUS’s DSL tariff notices and other related matters could restrict the discussion at the working group.

The working group is of the opinion that a new TIF could be open if further issues are to be identified, or should current public process result in work items that require the NTWG to take further actions. 
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