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Introduction

On February 9 NTWG meeting, Xit Telecom submitted a contribution recommending that SIPconnect Interface Specification v1.0 could be used as a baseline for establishing the NNI interface for carriers wishing to establish network interconnection via IP protocol to support voice (or multimedia communications) as an evolution from the traditional CCS-7 based interconnection.
This contribution provides Bell’s comment with respect to the above and proposed a potential alternative interconnection specification for consideration.

SIPconnect Specification
It is Bell Canada’s understanding that SIPconnect is a specification allowing IP peering between SIP-enabled IP PBXs and VoIP service provider networks.
 

Bell Canada has 2 major concerns with respect to utilising SIPConnect as the basis for carrier to carrier interconnect. 

1. The SIPConnect is a user-network interface specification and was not designed for network-to-network interconnection.  Deriving NNI requirements from an UNI may not be applicable.
2. While the specification is IETF based, it is still a manufacturers’ specification and as such cannot be considered as standard at this time.
Bell Canada is of the view that SIPConnect would not be suitable for NNI purpose especially considering that there are other Standard solution available.

ATIS
 

In the past, Canadian industry, via CISC adopted ANSI (ATIS) documents for CCS7-CCS7 interconnection.  These documents are referred and recognized by Service Providers and by suppliers on a North-American basis.  ATIS, is currently working on IP-IP interconnection specification, PTSC-SAC-2005-005R1, for carrier to carrier interconnection (Packet Technologies and Systems Committee, formerly T1S1).  Examples of some of the elements included in the draft standard are: performance, voice quality, signalling control/profile with considerations given to Back to Back topology hiding, security, Network Address Translation, Session Border Controller.  An earlier draft standard (T1S1.7/2003-581R1) can be obtained in the following URL (note the latest 005 version can only be obtained if you are a member of the PTSC):

http://contributions.atis.org/UPLOAD/PTSC/SAC/3S175811.doc
Used along the ISUP-SIP interworking standard (T1.679) and SS7 standards, this will provide a consistent reference/standards documentation package.  This will help to minimize interworking between various supplier equipment and increase services transparency to provide the required set of standards.
Recommendation

NTWG should discuss and consider the use of ATIS draft standard mentioned above as the base line for future work.
 
























































































