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Date
Activity

1
June 10, 1997
TIF assigned.

2
June 18, 1997
TIF accepted by the TI SWG.

Relevant PN96-28 documents forwarded with this TIF to the NP SWG highlighting the dependency on NP for  completion of the TIF work items.

3
July 2, 1997
Toll interface documents presented in during PN96-28 activities were introduced as contributions towards this TIF.  The Basic SS.7 Toll Service and Toll-Free Service documents were assigned TICO010 and TICO011 respectively.

AT&T Canada presented the documents for the benefit of new participants in the TI SWG.  AT&T Canada made the following points (1) the same SS.7 technical interface specification was being proposed for in both documents, this would result in significant economies (2) the specification supported simple voice calls; supplementary specifications would be required to address CLASS/CMS services and ISDN data services (3) the necessity for LECs to consider whether the CLEC to ILEC interface requirements for tandem/transit traffic via ILEC to the IXC will support the proposed IXC interconnection technical specification.

Whereas the proposed specification includes support for local number portability, Stentor questioned whether local number portability requirements could be discussed under this TIF when a separate TIF had been accepted.

Clearnet questioned Stentor on whether the tariffs filed by Stentor encompassed 800/888 per Decision 97-8 para 54.  Stentor believed that they did, but would confirm.

Clearnet asked Stentor if they would support any of the arrangements proposed in AT&T Canada’s submissions.  Stentor concluded by stating that they would provide a response in a contribution.

3
Aug 19, 1997
Metronet provided a contribution (TICO051) on GR-394-CORE, its features and changes from earlier versions of the specification.  The contribution states  Metronet’s view that this specification should be supported for CLEC to IXC transiting arrangements.

In discussions that followed, Stentor affirmed that the current ILEC interface for access to IXCs TR-394 Issue 3 would not be changed.  Stentor asked Metronet if the capabilities in their document are required for LNP.  Metronet said no, later stating that their document clearly addresses CLEC to IXC requirements for basic calls and transiting arrangements, not LNP.  Metronet accepted that further work would be required to identify differences at parameter level between GR-394-CORE and TR-317.

Stentor further stated that as a long-distance service provider, it would support TR-394 for FG-D access across the CLEC to ILEC interface; FG-C access from CLECs would not be supported.

4
Aug 26, 1997
Status Report submitted.

5
Sept 23, 1997
AT&T Canada presented two toll interface specifications on behalf of the competitors: Basic SS.7 Toll Service (TICO067A) and Toll-Free Service (TICO068A).  These contributions, originally developed in April 1997 (TICO010 and TICO011), had been updated to reflect CRTC Decision 97-8.  Stentor indicated that it would respond in writing with a contribution.

Stentor noted that AT&T Canada’s submissions were not change marked as it's customary with technical specification documents.  AT&T Canada agreed to re-issue the specifications.

Sprint Canada commented that a standardized SS.7 interface based on Bellcore GR-394-CORE was being proposed between IXCs and LECs,  therefore both CLECs and ILECs would be impacted.

6
Oct 7, 1997
Stentor presented a contrubution (TICO074) commenting on the basic toll and toll-free interface specifications.

Stentor suggested the basic toll document could be made clearer if issues pertaining to the MTP were presented separately from ISUP.  Participants were uncertain on what this meant.  Stentor offered to prepare a contribution to clarify their proposal for consideration before the next meeting.

Whereas Stentor objected to one of the toll-free service solutions in the toll-free service specification, it was agreed that the document would not be worked on until resolution of the related dispute (NPDR005).

The Chair reminded participants that all contributions on this TIF were due before October 21.

7
Oct 21, 1997
Stentor introduced their document proposing changes to the basic toll interface specification (TICO079). Sprint Canada, Metronet, Clearnet and AT&T Canada expressed concern that different ISUP references were being proposed for ISUP for ILEC to IXC, CLEC to IXC and CLEC to IXC transiting via the ILEC. Sprint Canada had issues on referencing specifications that are in dispute and using arrangements arising from Decision 92-12 in place of standards.  Stentor responded stating that the ILEC to IXC interface established by Decision 92-12 and subsequent tariffs will not be changed.  The same parties were also concerned that different references were being proposed for the MTP layer.  Clearnet and AT&T Canada recommended a common MTP layer specification based on standards.  Stentor responded that they would consider the recommendation. Since there was significant disagreement on the proposed changes, it was decided that the basic toll service specification would not be changed until after the Commissions decisions on TI SWG disputes are available.

AT&T Canada presented its document (TICO081) commenting views expressed in Stentor’s contribution (TICO074).  Stentor inquired whether the competitors agreed with AT&T Canada comments.  Sprint Canada, Metronet and Clearnet indicated support of the positions experessed by AT&T Canada (in TICO081).

8
April 14, 1998
The implications of Decision 98-40 on TIF 1 work items was discussed.

On matters relating to the Toll Service interface, parties agreed that Decision 98-40 did not specifically address the LEC to IXC interface specification.  Stentor’s view was that because they do not have to upgrade from TR317 to GR317 for the CLEC to ILEC interface, they also do not have to have to upgrade from the TR394 interface to GR394 for the LEC to IXC interface.  Participants were invited to submit contributions on GR394 vs TR394 the next meeting.

The Commission had not commented on the Toll Free Service interface.  AT&T Canada stated that the present interface between Stentor and IXCs, known as TR317+ convention, had been deemed unsatisfactory by IXCs since before the introduction of Canadian 800 Number Portability.  Stentor affirmed that there was nothing in Decision 97-8 that required a change from TR317+.  Stentor also stated that alternatives to TR317+ had been presented by Stentor in CILC proceedings.  AT&T Canada clarified that they chose not to proceed because of the very high costs they were being asked to bear for Stentor to evolve their interface to the TR394 equal access specification.  Clearnet determined that there appeared to be an issue of cost recovery, not of technical capability.  Clearnet supported a “standardized” interfaces, i.e. GR/TR394.  Stentor suggested that CLECS were free to implement a GR394 interface solution, however AT&T Canada argued that CLECS had not been given access to the CI database, all of the toll free traffic would be using Stentor’s TR317+ interface.

Metronet raised questions on the handling of TCAP messages for LD calls where the subscriber is PIC’d to an IXC.  Clearnet was concerned that existing tariffs (and network arrangements) do not allow for an IXC to forward a TCAP message to Stentor.  Questions raised included (1) is TCAP messaging to be provided beyond local boundaries, (2) would tariffs need to be changes, (3) would IXCs need agreements with the LEC terminating the messages.  Stentor indicated that they exchange TCAP messages with U.S. carriers.  It was agreed that business arrangements would be required, but no technical issues were identified.

9
April 28, 1998
All parties agreed that the Basic Toll Service specification could be based on Bellcore TR394, in consideration of the Commissions decision on TR/GR317.  IXCs indicated that they did not support having a different interface to the ILEC and the CLEC.  According to Stentor, the toll interface would remain TR394 under Decision 92-12.

There was no agreement on the Toll Free Service specification.  AT&T Canada’s view, supported by some competitors, was that TR317+ convention should be the same as the toll specification in line with North American network implementations.  That is, Stentor’s TR317+ convention should be replaced by Bellcore TR394.  Stentor stated that it would continue to use TR317+.

10
July 7, 1998
AT&T Canada reported that it had investigated the toll interface specifications established under Decision 92-12 for application to the CLEC to IXC interface.  The agreements established between AT&T Canada (formerly Unitel) and Stentor reference ANSI SS7 specifications dating back to 1988, and incongruous with current network capabilities.

Stentor commented that the selection of the IXC to CLEC interface specification was a matter between the IXCs and CLECs, and affirmed that Stentor would not be changing their interface to the IXCs.

Videotron requested AT&T Canada share its findings with competitors.

11
August 11, 1998
AT&T Canada presented its contribution for Basic Toll Standards (TICO142).  AT&T Canada requested that IXCs and CLECs discuss the specifications in the contribution within their organizations, and if necessary with their switching equipment vendors for compliance before the next meeting.

Vision.com expressed concerns on backward compatibility.  Stentor stated that newer standards would be compatible with older ones as long as the “new parameters were tuned off”.

Videotron questioned how signalling between CLECs and IXCs  would be impacted where there is transiting through the ILEC network.  Stentor responded that it would only support the TR (specification) level within the Stentor switch.  Videotron asked how this would impact end-to-end working of CMS services.  It was recognized that additional specifications other than the Basic Toll Service specification would be needed to define this.

Stentor announced that it would proceed to draft a toll interface section for the ILECs.  It was not clear what this would be since ILECs operate as LECs, IXCs and transit networks for IXCs.  Stentor added that the CLEC to ILEC interface for transit traffic will be the same as that defined by Decision 92-12.

12
October 27, 1998
Consensus was reached supporting in principle Stentor's TISWG TICO0144 (NETWORK-TO-NETWORK TECHNICAL INTERFACE for Local Interconnection DRAFT Basic SS7 Toll Service), modified to include Videotron's TISWG TICO0151 (Basic SS7 Toll Service Interface - Proposed Interface Specification Consensus) when it specifies : "whenever a LEC upgrades to a new improved version of its toll-to-local networks interface (TR/GR394), the LEC will offer this new interface, as an option, to all the interconnected carriers." 

Stentor to modify TISWG TICO0144 accordingly and to distribute it for consideration and final approval on the next TISWG meeting (November 17, 1998, in Toronto)

13
November 17, 1998
Final version of the Basic Toll Interface reached consensus and the final editing will be performed by  Stewart Patch.

Toll Free is still open for contributions.

Videotron presented TISWG TICO156 explaining that it was meant only to be "for the record".

14
January 26, 1999
The CISC Co-ordinating Committee approved the Basic Toll Interface.

Toll free is still open for contributions.

15
March 09, 1999
Agreement was reached to CLOSE this TIF, as NO contributions on Toll Free have been received to date.

16
June 22, 1999
Bell Canada presented a new contribution entitled "Routing Strategies For Domestic & Operator Services Calls".  Parties agreed to assign this contribution to this TIF, and to review this contribution for the next face-to-face meeting in Toronto (July 13).

17
July 13, 1999
· It was agreed to assign a contribution number (NTCO038) to Clearnet's comments sent on June 21, 1999.

· Bell Canada committed to provide responses to the questions tabled on NTCO038.

· Bell Canada committed to gather information from U.S.A. to present as much as possible their reality with respect to the use of Network Specific Circuit Codes.

· AT&T recommended the use of the "Spare" circuit codes instead of the "Reserved for Network Specific Use" circuit codes.  This approach would require the presentation of this initiative to ANSI for approval.

· CallNet commented that there is a need for testing (with the associated cost) and tabled the question of commitment to perform the tests and of when would be recommendable to perform these tests.

18
August 10, 1999
· It was agreed to assign a contribution number (NTCO041) to Bell Canada's response to NTCO038.

· With respect to item 17 of the Action Register, Bell Canada reported that no information is available as of yet.  The issue was deferred to the next meeting. 

· It was agreed to defer the discussion over nomenclature to the next meeting.

19
August 31, 1999
· The TIF was reviewed and approved.  It was agreed to change the status of items 13, 14, and 16 of the Action Register, from Open to Closed. 

· It was agreed to defer detailed issues discussion to the next meeting.

20
September 21, 1999
· Bell Canada's contribution NTCO042 "Use of TNS Circuit Code in US Networks" was reviewed and discussed.

· The establishment of a set of Recommended Guidelines for the use of the Circuit Code parameter in Canada was found to be generally accepted by the industry, as a compromise between pursuing the standardization of new Circuit Code values within ANSI T1S1, and the  formalization of  Circuit Code values in Canada.

· Bell Canada committed to prepare (for the next face-to-face meeting) the above mentioned Recommended Guidelines for the use of the Circuit Code in Canada.

21
October 19, 1999
· The TIF was reviewed and approved as amended.

· CallNet expressed its concern about the potential risk of the Bell Canada proposal, given that one can not foresee any future potential risks and the usefulness of the proposal.

· CallNet requested inclusion of Bell Canada's statements on the specifics of the use of the Circuit Code in SS7 signalling between the end office and an AT into the TIFs activity register.  Bell Canada to provide the text to be included into the TIFs activity register.

· Bell Canada provided the following text:
"Procedures defined by Telcordia (Bellcore) in their 394 requirements documents note that for calls from an SS7 equipped EAEO to an IXC via an SS7 equipped AT, that:
1.
The EAEO shall include the TNS parameter
2.
The AT shall route the call based on both the Carrier Identification Code and the received Circuit Code.
3.
The AT shall be capable of selecting one of up to four distinct trunks groups based on the Circuit Code Value.
4.
The SS7 AT shall determine, based on the Circuit Code received in the TNS, whether SS7 INC signalling should be used.  The TNS, coded as received, shall be included in the IAM to the IXC when SS7 INC is used and deleted otherwise.
Associated Administrative procedures also note that the LEC should be able to assign Circuit Codes and specify their use for each type of IXC traffic."

· Metronet determined that it is currently using the Circuit Codes proposed by Bell Canada.

· Videotron's contribution (NTCO045) proposing "…a self-disciplined approach for situations involving more than one of the services determined in NTCO032 and carried over a common trunk group …"was tabled, reviewed, and discussed.

· The Draft Consensus Report to the CRTC (NTRE006) was tabled and discussed and some modifications were suggested.

· Bell Canada committed to provide a new Draft version to be discussed in the next face-to-face meeting.

22
November 09,1999
· The TIF was reviewed and approved.

· Videotron presented a new Contribution (NTCO050)

· Bell Canada presented a new Draft version of the Consensus Report to the CRTC (NTRE006a)

· NTRE006a was discussed and specific amendments (that were noted by Bell Canada) were made, and Consensus was reached. 

· Bell Canada to provide a Final version of the Consensus Report in the next face-to-face meeting

23
December 07, 1999
· The TIF was reviewed and approved

· "Bell Canada presented the final version of consensus report NTRE006b.

· Vidéotron insisted that the principle making the Access Tandem (AT) a LEC's  rather than an IXC's network component ,or instrument, (NTCO050) had not been  reflected in the final proposal yet. This principle being valid whether the AT is implemented as part of the LEC's own network or outsourced to a third  party.

· Nobody objected to the accuracy of this principle and every participant  consented to the addition of a few words in NTRE006b to reflect this.

· Consensus was reached that NTRE006b, as modified, should be  presented for approval to the CISC as an NTWG Consensus Report."

· Bell Canada committed to provide the new Final version (NTRE006b) asap

24
January 18, 2000
· The TIF was reviewed and approved

· Consensus was reached on the final version of NTRE006b and it was agreed for it to be sent to the CISC Steering Committee for approval.

25
February 08, 2000
· NTRE006b was approved by the Steering Committee

26
March 07, 2000
· The TIF was reviewed and approved

ACTION REGISTER:


Action
Prime
P-Date
A-Date
Status

1
SRCI to confirm if filed tariffs include routing of CLEC 800/888 calls by the ILEC.
Stentor
27-06-97

Closed

2
SRCI to provide a written response to Clearnet’s request on interface arrangements in AT&T Canada’s interface specification documents (TICO010 and TICO011) that ILECs would be willing to support.
Stentor
27-06-97

Parked

3
AT&T Canada to re-introduce contributions TICO010 and TICO011 at next meeting.
AT&T Canada
19-08-97
23-09-97
Closed

4
SRCI to submit a contribution commenting on submissions TICO067A and TICO068A.
Stentor
07-10-97
07-10-97
Closed

5
AT&T Canada to re-issue the specifications with change marks against April 1997 versions.
AT&T Canada
07-10-97

Closed

6
Stentor to prepare and send out a contribution in advance of next meeting to facilitate understanding of their proposal for separating MTP and ISUP layer issues.
Stentor
14-10-97

Closed

7
Contributions invited on GR vs TR394 for the Toll Service interface and the use of TR317+ convention the Toll Free Service interface
All
14-04-98

Closed

8
AT&T Canada to update the Basic Toll Service specification.
AT&T Canada
28-04-98

Closed

9
AT&T Canada to share its findings on toll service signalling specifications.
AT&T Canada
07-07-98

Closed

10
Determine carriers’ level of compliance to signalling specifications in TICO142 to derive a common basic toll service signalling specification
CLECs and IXCs


Closed

11
Stentor to modify its TISWG TICO144 reflecting Videotron's TISWG TICO151 for final approval next meeting
Stentor
11-17-98

Closed

12
Open for contributions on Toll Free.

January 26, 1999

Open

13
TIF CLOSED because of lack of contributions on Toll Free

March 09, 1999

Closed

14
TIF re-opened to consider a new Bell Canada's contribution entitled "Routing Strategies For Domestic & Operator Services calls"
Bell Canada
June 22, 1999

Closed

15
Open for contributions for developing standardised values for specific TNS "Circuit Codes" for the purpose of identifying Domestic Toll, Operator Services, and Premium Rated calls.
All
June 22, 1999

Closed

16
Bell Canada to provide responses to the questions tabled on NTCO038.
Bell Canada
July 13, 1999
Aug. 10, 1999
Closed

17
Bell Canada to gather information from U.S.A. to present as much as possible their reality with respect to the use of Network Specific Circuit Codes.
Bell Canada
July 13, 1999
Aug. 10, 1999
Closed

18
To commit for testing and to define when would be recommendable to perform the tests for TNS Circuit codes.
All
July 13, 1999

Closed

19
Bell Canada to prepare a proposal for  Recommended Guidelines for the use of the Circuit Code in Canada
Bell Canada
October 19, 1999

Closed

20
Bell Canada to prepare a new draft proposal for Recommended Guidelines for the use of the TNS Circuit Codes
Bell Canada
November 09, 1999

Closed

21
Bell Canada to provide the text to be included into the TIFs activity register, on the specifics of the use of the Circuit Code in SS7 signalling between the end office and an AT. 


Bell Canada
October 20, 1999

Closed

22
Bell Canada to prepare the Final version (amended as agreed upon) of the Consensus Report (NTRE006b)
Bell Canada
November 10, 1999

Closed

23
The Chair of the Network Working Group to send NTRE006b to the CISC Steering Committee for approval
Chair Network Working Group
January 18, 2000

Closed

ASSOCIATED CONTRIBUTIONS:

Date
Contributor
Title
FN on CRTC Web Page

21-04-97
AT&T Canada
Basic SS.7 Toll Service
TICO010

21-04-97
AT&T Canada
Toll-Free Service
TICO011

19-08-97
Metronet
Metronet Input on TIF#1 GR-394-CORE
TICO051

18-09-97
AT&T Canada
Basic SS.7 Toll Service
TICO067A

18-09-97
AT&T Canada
Toll-Free Service
TICO068A

07-10-97
Stentor
Stentor comments on basic toll and toll-free interface specifications
TICO074

21-10-97
Stentor
Proposed text for the basic SS7 toll service specification
TICO079

21-10-97
AT&T Canada
Comments on Stentor’s contribution on toll and toll-free interface specifications
TICO081

21-10-97
Sprint Canada
Deficiencies of the existing toll-free service interface specification
TICO082

11-08-98
AT&T Canada
Basic Toll Service Standards
TICO142

01-09-98
Stentor
Basic Toll service
TICO144

27-10-98
Videotron
Proposed Interface Specifications Consensus
TICO151

22-06-99
Bell Canada
Routing Strategies For Domestic & Operator Services Calls
NTCO032

22-06-99
Clearnet
Comments to NTCO032
NTCO038

20-07-99
Bell Canada
Answers to NTCO038
NTCO041

21-08-99
Bell Canada
Use of TNS Circuit Code in US Networks
NTCO042

19-10-99
Bell Canada
Guidelines for the Use of the "Circuit Code" Signalling Parameter By Canadian Local Exchange Carriers
NRE006

19-10-99
Videotron
Views, concerns and counter-proposal by Videotron Telecom Ltee.
NTCO045

Nov 09, 1999
Videotron
Proposed Consensus Report (issue 2.0) for the establishment of Guidelines for the Use of the "Circuit Code" Signalling Parameter by canadian Local Exchange Carriers
NTCO050

Nov 09, 1999
Bell Canada
Draft Consensus Report to the CRTC "Guidelines For the Use of the "Circuit Code" Signalling Parameter by Canadian Local Exchange Carriers
NTRE006a

Dec 07, 1999
Bell Canada
Draft Consensus Report to the CRTC "Guidelines For the Use of the "Circuit Code" Signalling Parameter by Canadian Local Exchange Carriers
NTRE006b

18 June, 1999



