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Next Meeting and Conference Calls: 
Thurs June 15, 2006 – At next NTWG Meeting.  At this face-to-face meeting hosted by FCI Broadband, the sub-working group will have a two-hour time slot for their weekly discussion.  The meeting room will accommodate the expanded attendance and there is a white board on which we can draw diagrams.  
The SWG meeting will begin at approximately 9:10 EDT, after the NTWG approves its agenda and previous minutes.  The NTWG bridge will be operational:   1-866-646-2080 code:  4935288#
Future conf calls (one hour each):

Thurs June 22, 2006 11:00 Eastern 1-866-646-2080 code:  4935288#

Thurs June 29, 2006 11:00 Eastern 1-866-646-2080 code:  4935288#

Background
The CRTC issued Telecom Decision CRTC 2006-28 on Thursday May 18, 2006.  In the Decision, the Commission requested the NTWG to develop a roll-out schedule for “non-portable” exchanges within 90 days of the Decision which is August 16, 2006.   

Telecom Decision CRTC 2006-28
Ottawa, 18 May 2006

Regulatory issues related to the implementation of wireless number portability 
       – Follow-up to Public Notice 2006-3
	30. 
	As regards the suggestion to implement an initial roll-out schedule for WNP, the Commission considers that ILEC capacity could potentially be overloaded if WSPs required WNP in all the exchanges covered by their wireless networks. The Commission is of the view that a roll-out schedule for those exchanges that do not support number portability would be helpful to the ILECs (and CLECs) to plan their work activities.

	31. 
	The Commission considers that the most efficient way to proceed to develop a roll-out schedule for non-portable exchanges is for the CRTC Interconnection Steering Committee (CISC) Network Working Group (NTWG) to address this issue. The Commission requests CISC to file its roll-out schedule with the Commission within 90 days from the date of this Decision.


Telecom Decision CRTC 2005-72

Ottawa, 20 December 2005
Implementation of wireless number portability
	128. 
	In light of the above, the Commission directs:

	 
	(i) Bell Mobility, Rogers Wireless and the mobility division of TELUS to implement WNP in British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec, where LEC-to-LEC LNP is already in place, by 14 March 2007. Where LEC-to-LEC LNP is already in place elsewhere, as well as Regina and Saskatoon, these wireless carriers operating in these areas must also implement porting-out by 14 March 2007, may implement porting-in on or after 14 March 2007, and must implement porting-in by 12 September 2007;

	 
	(ii) all other wireless carriers to implement, at a minimum, the porting-out of customers where LEC-to-LEC LNP is already in place, as well as Regina and Saskatoon, by 14 March 2007. In these areas, they may implement porting-in any time on or after 14 March 2007, and must implement porting-in by 12 September 2007; and

	 
	(iii) for all other locations where LNP does not exist, WNP would be introduced within Commission-approved time periods set out in consensus report RORE03B, entitled Consensus on Request Driven Rollout Process, upon wireless carrier notification to an ILEC; 

	 
	(iv) that both simple and complex porting be supported when either wireless number porting-in or porting-out commences; and

	 
	(v) all LECs to support the porting-in and out of telephone numbers with wireless carriers within the time frames set out above.


June 8 Attendance

Aliant: Robert Bateman

Cogeco:  Louis Bourbeau
CWTA: David Farnes

Ericsson: Keith Richardson
Bell Canada: Laurie Ackland, Doug Kwong, Khai Nguyen, David Stanley
Bell Nordiq: Ernie Harmand

Iristel: Herb Charles

Rogers: Joel Thorp, Gerry Thompson (chair) 

Vonage: 

MTS Allstream: Henry Yabar, Stephen Lau

Sasktel: Kevin Florence

Shaw: David McKeown

Telus: Sam Yung, Rob Sired, George Hearn

CRTC: Bill Mason, James Ndirangu

June 1, 2006 Minutes

George Hearn requested that the BPWG receive by June 20 the draft list of exchanges to be converted to LNP-capable, for the BPWG purposes of shared-NXX bulk ports.  It was agreed that as Peter Lang is on the distribution list for this SWG, then he will receive and will kindly forward the list to BPWG members prior to June 20.    


The June 1 minutes were approved.
Bell Canada Contribution on Phased Roll Out
Doug Kwong presented a one-page contribution that proposes that the roll out of WNP be scheduled in four phases commencing March 14, 2007.  SWG members are requested to review this contribution to be prepared to discuss it further at the next SWG meeting.
Khai Nguyen explained a scenario whereby a WSP could provide coverage within a LCA to a LNP-capable exchange.  The existing process (RORE003B) must be modified so that a WSP may assess the impact of the LNP-capable exchange and to determine how the WSP may participate in WNP within that LCA. 
George Hearn did not agree with the phased process and stated that the carriers must work through a process.
David Farnes asked about the implications of unforeseen exchanges becoming LNP-capable, e.g. the sudden need to bulk-port and test shared-NXX TNs.  
Bill Mason replied that in that case, the carriers may not necessarily have to support porting; however they must support the correct routing of calls to ported TNs.  

Doug Kwong stated that he had a concern regarding the bulk porting of TNs that would become LNP-capable in less than 30 days.

David McKeown indicated that the concern stated above by David Farnes is being discussed and acted upon within the BPWG.

Sam Yung questioned how one makes a LNP-capable exchange WNP-capable. 
Sam Yung stated that an exchange that is LNP-capable is also WNP capable. 

Khai Nguyen explained that WSPs do not have a POI in every exchange, and they may not have an exchange within a LCA of a LNP-capable exchange.  In this event, is the WSP required to build a POI?

Doug Kwong suggested that modifications are required to RORE003B, specifically in the area of 30/90 days and how it affects WSPs.

Khai Nguyen stated that 30 days is insufficient time to build a new POI.

Bill Mason indicated that it may be on a case-by-case basis, i.e. depending on the type of POI.  For example, a type-2 POI (MF) may need upgrading to type-1 (SS7).  

Khai Nguyen questioned that, in the case where a WSP has radio coverage in but no POI within the LCA of a LNP-capable exchange, is the WSP obligated to participate in WNP in that LNP-capable exchange?  
Bill Mason will investigate to identify the obligation to provide WNP in a LNP-capable exchange.  
Doug Kwong explained that in that case, there is no telephone number resource [held by the carrier].  Currently LECs have to modify translations to convert an exchange to LNP-capable; not build infrastructure.

Joel Thorp explained that in the above case, there are no WSP telephone numbers to port out and that the decision to port-in (i.e. build infrastructure) is a business decision by the individual WSPs.

David Farnes remarked that no one on the project team is working to this (build infrastructure) scenario.

Khai Nguyen indicated that Bell Mobility does not have a POI in each and every LNP-capable exchange’s LCA.

Sam Yung emphasized that Khai’s statement applies to the list of current LNP-capable exchanges, and not to the list that is about to be generated of exchanges that are to be converted to LNP-capable.  

Postscript: After the meeting, Khai Nguyen provided the following information:

Q: Why does a WSP not have a POI in every ILEC LCA?

A: WSPs’ Mobile Calling Areas (MCAs), where mobile customers can dial toll-free, are not based upon ILEC LCAs.  They are often quite larger.  Therefore a WSP may not have a POI in each ILEC LCA. 

Action Items

1. Those interested in receiving SWG emails should send Gerry an email at gerry.thompson@rci.rogers.com so that they may be added to the SWG email distribution list.

2. SWG members please review the June 8 Bell Canada 4-phase roll out contribution.
3. Bill Mason will investigate to identify the obligation to provide WNP in a LNP-capable exchange.  

4. SWG members to email preliminary lists of exchanges to be converted to LNP-capable by 12:00 EDT on Wednesday June 14, to be reviewed at the June 15 SWG meeting which will be held at the NTWG regular meeting.  It is considered that these lists are preliminary and modifications and additions may be made to the list.   Please email it to Gerry Thompson; he will send out a compiled list to the SWG.  
