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Next Conference Calls and Meetings: 
Future conf calls (two hours each): 

Thurs June 22, 2006 11:00-1:00 Eastern 1-866-646-2080 code:  4935288#

Thurs June 29, 2006 11:00-1:00 Eastern 1-866-646-2080 code:  4935288#

Thurs July 6, 2006 11:00-1:00 Eastern 1-866-646-2080 code:  4935288#

Tues July 11, 2006 –At this face-to-face NTWG meeting hosted by MTS Allstream, the sub-working group will have an entire morning time slot for their weekly discussion.  
The NTWG bridge will be operational:   1-866-646-2080 code:  4935288#
The progress at this meeting will determine whether or not the July 13 conf call will proceed.
Background
The CRTC issued Telecom Decision CRTC 2006-28 on Thursday May 18, 2006.  In the Decision, the Commission requested the NTWG to develop a roll-out schedule for “non-portable” exchanges within 90 days of the Decision which is August 16, 2006.   

Telecom Decision CRTC 2006-28
Ottawa, 18 May 2006

Regulatory issues related to the implementation of wireless number portability 
       – Follow-up to Public Notice 2006-3
	30. 
	As regards the suggestion to implement an initial roll-out schedule for WNP, the Commission considers that ILEC capacity could potentially be overloaded if WSPs required WNP in all the exchanges covered by their wireless networks. The Commission is of the view that a roll-out schedule for those exchanges that do not support number portability would be helpful to the ILECs (and CLECs) to plan their work activities.

	31. 
	The Commission considers that the most efficient way to proceed to develop a roll-out schedule for non-portable exchanges is for the CRTC Interconnection Steering Committee (CISC) Network Working Group (NTWG) to address this issue. The Commission requests CISC to file its roll-out schedule with the Commission within 90 days from the date of this Decision.


Telecom Decision CRTC 2005-72

Ottawa, 20 December 2005
Implementation of wireless number portability
	128. 
	In light of the above, the Commission directs:

	 
	(i) Bell Mobility, Rogers Wireless and the mobility division of TELUS to implement WNP in British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec, where LEC-to-LEC LNP is already in place, by 14 March 2007. Where LEC-to-LEC LNP is already in place elsewhere, as well as Regina and Saskatoon, these wireless carriers operating in these areas must also implement porting-out by 14 March 2007, may implement porting-in on or after 14 March 2007, and must implement porting-in by 12 September 2007;

	 
	(ii) all other wireless carriers to implement, at a minimum, the porting-out of customers where LEC-to-LEC LNP is already in place, as well as Regina and Saskatoon, by 14 March 2007. In these areas, they may implement porting-in any time on or after 14 March 2007, and must implement porting-in by 12 September 2007; and

	 
	(iii) for all other locations where LNP does not exist, WNP would be introduced within Commission-approved time periods set out in consensus report RORE03B, entitled Consensus on Request Driven Rollout Process, upon wireless carrier notification to an ILEC; 

	 
	(iv) that both simple and complex porting be supported when either wireless number porting-in or porting-out commences; and

	 
	(v) all LECs to support the porting-in and out of telephone numbers with wireless carriers within the time frames set out above.


June 15 Attendance

(This was a face-to-face NTWG meeting; see NTWG minutes for complete attendance)

Aliant: Robert Bateman
CNA: Glenn Pilley
Cogeco:  Louis Bourbeau
CWTA: David Farnes

Bell Canada: Laurie Ackland, Doug Kwong, Khai Nguyen, David Stanley
Bell Nordiq: Ernie Harman

Iristel: Herb Charles

Rogers: Joel Thorp, Gerry Thompson (chair) 

Vonage: Barb Lavigne
MTS Allstream: Henry Yabar, Stephen Lau

RTS: Keith Richardson
Sasktel: Kevin Florence

Shaw: David McKeown

Telus: Sam Yung, Rob Sired, George Hearn, Ofir Smadja, Catherine Blair
CRTC: Bill Mason, James Ndirangu

June 8, 2006 Minutes


The June 8 minutes were approved with minor edits.

June 15, 2006 Detailed Minutes

CNA
Glenn Pilley expressed on behalf of the CNA the concern that the rollout of new LNP-capable exchanges may initiate a large volume of LRN requests which must be managed.  Also, depending on the outcome of the CRTC clarification regarding whether or not a WSP must have or build POIs within the LCA of each LNP-capable exchange, a large number of new CO codes may be requested.  This may in turn advance NPA relief activities and may initiate NPA Jeopardy declarations.  The CNA will wait for the CRTC clarification.
ILEC Infrastructure

Ernie Harman sought clarification between ILEC exchange dates and exchange LNP rollout dates.  
The task of this committee is to identify and to schedule the rollout of LNP to current non-LNP-capable ILEC exchanges.  ILEC exchange upgrade plans are not required as part of this exercise, but will affect the rollout scheduling.

SWG Mandate

David Farnes sought clarification of the SWG mandate.  
The mandate of the SWG is to identify and to schedule the rollout of LNP to current non-LNP-capable exchanges during the intervals between the date that the report is sent to the CRTC and the two WNP roll-out dates, March 14, 2007, and September 12, 2007.  


LCAs

Ernie Harman requested a list of LCAs in a spreadsheet.  
The LCAs are in the Telco General Tariffs which can be reached through the URLs in the summary sheet included in previous minutes.  Peter Lang submitted that LCAs change over time.  


Bill Mason indicated that WSPs must agree on which exchanges must be converted to LNP-capable.  The issue of LCAs is an individual WSP Engineering analysis on how to route calls within the LCAs and need not be vetted at the SWG.  

Listing of Candidate Exchanges
Suresh Khare suggested that a spread sheet with the following columns be prepared.  He distributed a soft copy via email during the meeting.  Tom Bateman late suggested refinements by email which are also captured into the following summary:


· NPA

· Exchange Name

· LNP Capable 14 March, 2007  Yes/No
· LNP Capable September 2007 Yes/No
· WNP Capable 14 March 2007 Yes/No
· WNP Capable September 2007 Yes/No
· LNP Capable Future Date

· WNP Capable Future Date


David Farnes expressed a concern regarding the availability of a current list of LNP-capable exchanges.  Bill Mason indicated that the list on the CRTC web site is kept reasonably up to date.

Sam Yung suggested that the spreadsheet columns be changed slightly.  

Bill Mason suggested that Sept 14, 2007 be included in the spreadsheets.

Peter Lang requested clarification between ILEC preparation vs. competitor (WSP) request.  [The former is an ILEC activity; this SWG will focus on the latter.] 

Sam Yung submitted that the wireline side might not be able to meet the WSP requested dates.  A common selection criteria algorithm must be initiated.

Gerry Thompson asked the CRTC staff to clarify if exchanges selected by WSPs may be tested prior to March 14, 2007.  
Bill Mason replied that the WSPs may select exchanges for the purposes of testing prior to March 14, 2007 and that the same exchanges may be tested prior to March 14, 2007.  Peter Lang stated that testing involves “live” testing through the NPAC database with test phones, but on a limited selected basis.  

Exchanges Submitted by CLECs to CSGs


Doug Kwong submitted the concern that competitor requests are confidential to Carrier Service Group (CSG) organizations.  

Gerry Thompson submitted that the CLEC process and its confidentiality will run parallel to and independent of the SWG activity.  

David McKeown submitted that CLECs submit candidate exchange names to CSGs in confidence and it is expected that the lists remain confidential. 
Ofir Smadja explained that the shared NXX bulk porting work requires the names of all new LNP-capable exchanges for the next 6 months.  

Gerry submitted that the CLEC exchange selection process cannot be locked, i.e. the CLECs must be permitted to continue to request exchanges.

Bill Mason stated that the CLECs must have an ongoing process to identify exchanges for LNP.
Peter Lang stated that the BPWG does not want to restrict LECs from entering into exchanges via the existing process, but there may be a freeze date near the launch of WNP (March 14, 2007).

Bill Mason stated that he was not opposed to enabling exchanges for LNP per CLEC requests, and then later add WNP after the freeze date.  

David McKeown stated that those exchanges could be delayed but given high priority.

Bill Mason stated that everything should be back in synch 2-3 months later.  

Agreement: There will be an interval around March 14, 2007, where new WNP exchanges are not permitted to be activated.  This “blackout” does not apply to CLEC-requested exchanges.  The applicable exchanges will have WNP activated within them on a priority basis after the freeze period ends. 
SWG Minutes

In response to questions on the SWG minutes, Sam Yung explained that the SWG minutes will find their way into the permanent public record.  Sam will assign a NT document number to each set of approved minutes.  
Bell Canada Contribution
Doug Kwong paraphrased his contribution from last meeting to explain the phases 1, 2, 3, 4.  Peter Lang submitted that after September 12, 2007, phase 4 should follow the current CLEC process for selecting candidate LNP-exchanges.

David McKeown submitted that there is an issue regarding disclosure by CSG of CLEC plans.  

Doug Kwong asked if his contribution could be adopted.  Sam Yung stated that more discussion is required.  Gerry Thompson stated that it is apparent that more clarification of the content is required.  
Bulk Porting

Ofir Smadja of Telus Mobility emphasized that the purpose of the bulk porting process is to prevent high WNP fallout numbers from occurring.

Peter Lang suggested that there will be a clean-up phase where the bulk porting process will have to address missed TN blocks from exchanges that recently become LNP-capable.

Doug Kwong stated that the output from the BPWG bulk porting process development is required.  
Peter Lang stated that the BPWG process development is required by September 12 but that the report is expected by July 31.  
Intervals

The following intervals were suggested:

Phase 1: Aug 16, 2006 to start of freeze
Freeze period: start of freeze through March 14, 2007 to end of freeze

Phase 2: End of freeze to Sept 12, 2007

Phase 3: Beyond Sept 12, 2007

(See Excel time line excel file)

Per-Exchange Activity
Suresh explained that it would be difficult to make a LNP exchange WNP-capable.  The ILEC must turn on software and translations, and it is dependent on what infrastructure is deployed in the exchange.  A planning interval could become 4 weeks or 3 months.  He expressed concern regarding the WSP NRUF forecast.

Khai suggested that the WSPs must secure numbering resources and look inside the LCA for a POI.

Candidate Exchange List from WSPs

It was agreed that COB Friday June 30 is the due date and time for final submissions from WSPs.  It was agreed that the SWG may edit the consolidated list where it makes sense.  


Action Items
1. Those interested in receiving SWG emails should send Gerry an email at gerry.thompson@rci.rogers.com so that they may be added to the SWG email distribution list.

2. Bill Mason will investigate to identify the obligation to provide WNP in a LNP-capable exchange.  

3. SWG members to review options and identify their preferences for the format of the exchange LNP rollout spreadsheet.

4. SWG members to email their final lists of exchanges to be converted to LNP-capable by COB on Friday June 30.  The SWG may augment this list as required at subsequent conf calls and meetings.  
Please email it to Gerry Thompson; he will send out a compiled list to the SWG.  
