Canadian Language Benchmarks 2000
 

Speaking 8

 
 
 
I am comfortable speaking about almost any topic that comes up in normal conversation in social situations or at work.
 
I can manage a conversation, check comprehension, encourage others and handle minor conflicts.
 
I am able to address large groups or participate in group discussions.
 
I can speak on familiar topics at both concrete and abstract levels (15 - 20 minutes).  I can present information, give instructions, propose and recommend.
 
I can provide descriptions, opinions and explanations.  I can synthesize abstract complex ideas and hypothesize.
 
I can ask questions, analyze and compare information in order to make decisions. 
 
I have an expanded inventory of concrete, idiomatic and conceptual language.
 
People rarely have trouble understanding me.
 
I am comfortable talking on the phone.
Listening 8

 
 
 
When someone is speaking, I can understand the main points, details, purpose, and attitude.  I can recognize different levels of formality.
 
I can understand some technical conversations, especially about my line of work.
 
I can understand abstract and complex ideas on a familiar topic.
 
I recognize other people’s moods, attitudes and feelings.
 
I can understand many local idioms and expressions and can follow detailed stories of general interest.
 
I can follow detailed and extended instructions if they are clear and coherent.
 
I can usually understand phone messages, even on unfamiliar, non-routine subjects.
Reading 8

 
 
 
I can follow main ideas, key words and important details in a text of 2 – 3 pages on a familiar topic.
 
I can read popular newspapers, magazine articles, popular easy fiction, as well as academic and business materials.
 
I can find relevant points in a text, but sometimes I need clarification of idioms or cultural references.
 
I can locate and integrate several specific pieces of information in a table or a directory, or across paragraphs.
 
I am able to follow an extended set of multistep instructions for an established process.
 
I read in English to get information, to improve my English and develop my reading skills.
 
I use a unilingual dictionary for vocabulary building.
 
I can read about abstract, conceptual or technical topics.  I can infer the writer’s intention in messages containing general opinions and assessments.
Writing 8

 
 
 
I can write routine business letters and personal and formal social messages.
 
I can link sentences and 3 – 4 paragraphs to form coherent texts to express ideas on familiar, abstract topics with some support for main ideas and an appropriate sense of audience.
 
I can write down a set of simple instructions based on clear oral communication or simple procedural text of greater length.
 
I can fill out complex forms.
 
I can extract key information and relevant detail from a page-long text or 10 - 15 minute oral presentation, and write an outline or a one-paragraph summary.  I reduce information to the main points with no major omissions.
 
I demonstrate good control over common sentence patterns, grammar, and spelling.  I have occasional difficulty with complex structures and style.
 
I can write an effective resume and cover letter.
 
I can write an incident report or memo.
