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MEMORANDUM
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In Brief

Ottawa, March 21, 2000

SUBJECT

AIR CARGO – IN-TRANSIT MOVEMENTS

This Memorandum has been revised to reflect organizational changes resulting from the
implementation of the Canada Customs and Revenue Agency on November 1, 1999.



2

Locator Code: 530B

MEMORANDUM
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Ottawa, March 21, 2000

SUBJECT

AIR CARGO – IN-TRANSIT MOVEMENTS

This Memorandum outlines specific customs requirements and procedures for the reporting and
control of cargo transiting Canada in the services of air carriers.
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GUIDELINES AND
GENERAL INFORMATION

CARGO REPORTING AND CONTROL PROCEDURES

Post Audit Carriers

1. Foreign goods destined to a foreign airport and landed at Canadian airports in the services of a post
audit air carrier do not need to be reported to customs, provided their outward movement to a foreign
airport is made by that same carrier by air and the goods are documented on a through air waybill.

2. Goods of this origin must be reported to customs when they are transferred to another air carrier in
Canada for their outward movement to a foreign airport. This report must be made by the carrier landing
the goods and will be in the form of a single copy of each air waybill. The reporting carrier must stamp the
air waybill with the designation “EX” and the code number of the exporting carrier.

3. When the outward movement of the goods is made by a highway carrier, the highway carrier must
present the air waybill to customs at the point of exit. The air waybill will be noted “In-Transit Goods for
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Export” and will show the highway carrier’s code. At non-automated offices, the air waybill will be filed.
At automated offices, the air waybill will be input to the cargo/carrier sub-system, using the “EX” code to
provide for acquittal.

4. No formal acquittal will be required for these reports, since audits will be made against the carrier’s
records.

Non-Audit Carriers

5. Foreign goods destined to a foreign airport and landed at Canadian airports in the services of non-audit
air carriers do not need to be documented for customs purposes, provided they remain on board the aircraft
and no layover is necessary.

6. If the goods will not be exported immediately, they must be documented and reported to customs on
an IATA air waybill, or on Form A 8A, Customs Cargo Control Document. A copy of an IATA air waybill
and corresponding completion instructions may be found in Appendix A of Memorandum D3-2-2, Air
Cargo – Import Movements. Completion instructions for Form A 8A are found in Appendix I of
Memorandum D3-1-1, Regulations Respecting the Importation, Transportation and Exportation of Goods.
Policies and procedures concerning import and export movements are outlined in Memorandum D3-2-2
and Memorandum D3-2-4, Air Cargo – Export Movements.

Emergency Landing – Cargo Handling and Reporting

7. The following procedures apply to in-transit cargo landed in Canada as a result of weather conditions
or other emergency situations:

(a) If the cargo remains on board the aircraft, Form AG1, General Declaration (Outward/Inward),
found in the Appendix to this Memorandum must be noted by the carrier: “In-transit cargo on board
not discharged or loaded at this customs office.”

(b) The cargo may be transferred from one aircraft to another only under customs supervision, and the
markings of the replacement aircraft and a brief notation of the circumstances must be noted on
Form AG1.

(c) At the discretion of the airline, the cargo may be forwarded to the United States by a bonded
highway carrier on an IATA air waybill or other approved cargo control document indicating details of
each shipment. In the case of mail bags, the document must show the number of bags and describe the
goods as “mail bags.” The document must be prepared in triplicate and numbered from the local series.
One copy will be returned to the carrier for presentation to customs at the point of exit. The remaining
copies will serve as the mail and station copies.

(d) The transfer of the cargo from the aircraft to the truck must be conducted under the supervision of
a customs inspector who will seal the vehicle with customs seals and note the seal numbers on the
cargo control document. If the seals are intact at the point of exit, the vehicle may be allowed to
proceed without further examination.

(e) Where the goods have to be removed from the aircraft and held pending availability of another
aircraft or a bonded carrier’s vehicle, they must be placed in a sufferance warehouse. The goods must
be reported to customs on an IATA air waybill or other approved cargo control document. At the time
of transfer, the applicable procedures outlined in paragraph 7(b) or 7(d) of this Memorandum must be
followed.

PENALTY INFORMATION

8. Details of penalties involving various cargo control infractions are contained in Memorandum D3-8-1,
Cargo Control Contraventions.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

9. Please direct all correspondence to:

Cargo and Carrier Policy Section
Import Process Division
Canada Customs and Revenue Agency
Ottawa ON  K1A 0L5

Fax: (613) 957-9717

Internet: www.ccra-adrc.gc.ca/carrier
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APPENDIX A
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REFERENCES

ISSUING OFFICE –

Import Process Division

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCES –

Customs Act, sections 12 to 23

HEADQUARTERS FILE –

7700-1, 7705-5

SUPERSEDED MEMORANDA “D” –

D3-2-3, January 31, 1992

OTHER REFERENCES –

D3-2-2, D3-2-4, D3-8-1, D3-1-1

Services provided by the Canada Customs and Revenue Agency are available in both official
languages.

This Memorandum is issued under the authority of the Commissioner of Customs and Revenue.


