Manitoba Mining: a rich history

Mining is Manitoba's seconal—/argest primary resource ina[ustry, emp/oying about 3,800 workers alirect/y with
another 11,000 in spin-oﬂ'jolas. The principa/ minerals and metals producecl in Manitoba are nickel, copper,
2inc, go/d, tantalum and cesium. Manitoba’s mining communities include Flin F/on, TZwmpson, Lynn Lalee,
LeafRapids, Snow Lake and Bissett. The minerals and metals inclustry is important to Manitoba, with
annual production values of approximately $1 billion.
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anitoba has been in the mining business for hundreds,
if not thousands of years. Al)orig’inal people who settled
in Manitoba used to quarry red ochre/hematite from the
churentl Red Cliff area on what is now called Black Island. This

deposit became a valuable resource for many tribal rituals,
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as the red rock was crushed to make a pigment used in

})ody decoration and rock paintings.

n the early 1800s, salt was an important
commodity for the fur trade in(lustry. Salt
from brine springs along' the west side of
lakes Manitoba and Winnipegosis became the
first commercially developed mineral in
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Manitoba. Commercial salt operations
continued in Manitoba until 1978.
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anitoba has a long' history of aggregate production dating’
back to our earliest communities. Aggregate is produce(l
mainly in southern Manitoba. Sand and g’ravel and
dolomitic crushed stone supply many construction projects. A
major crushed stone source for the Winnipeg Capital Region is
located east of Stonewall.
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he discovery of gypsum in the Interlake area (luring’ the
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Ch Wingeg' 1850s led to the first gypsum plant in 1901. Present
° production comes from Harcus on the west side of Lake
Manitoba.
USA.
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Cul Copper @ salt used to build the bastion of Lower Fort Garry. In 1895, the
Ty
@  Zinc & Gypsum first commercial quarry was opened in the Garson district.
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% Gold Limestone Tyn(].all stone can be found in our Provincial Legislative l)uil(ling’.
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Manitoba Mining: a rich history (cont..)

Manitoba. In 1933, g’old production commenced at the prosperous San Antonio Mine in
Bissett and continued to 1968. Harmony Gold Canada operatetl the Bissett mine from
1998 until the fall of 2001.

P ] anitoba's first documented gold cliscovery occurred in 1911 at Rice Lake in southeastern

Sherridon Mine. As the ore at Cold Lake would be exhausted ]3y 1951, Sherritt Gordon Mines
Limited decided to transport the entire mine facilities and townsite of Sherridon to Lynn Lake.
From 1946 to 1953, 208 louﬂ(ling’s were moved 205 km Ly tractor train over winter ice and trails.

In 1922, a copper-zinc deposit was discovered north of Flin Flon at Cold Lake that later became the

agricultural industries.

Peat moss has been harvested in southeastern Manitoba since 1939 for the horticultural and

produced g’ol(]. and silver from 1949 to 1958. The New Britannia Mine in Snow Lalze
produced g’ol(]. from 1995 to 2004. Snow Lake is currently home to Hudson Bay Mining &
Smelting’ Co., Limited’s Chisel North zinc and copper mine that opene(]. in 1998.

The Nor-Acme g‘old &eposit was discovered in 1925 on the northeast shore of Snow Lake and

n 1956, Inco announced the discovery of the major Tl’xompson niclzel-copper cleposit and built
the first fully integ’ratecl nickel operation in Manitoba that minecl, concentratecl, smeltecl, and
refined in one complex. Nickel procluction at Inco’s Thompson operation totals approximately

100 million pouncls per year.

Manitoba for over 70 years. Its first commercial operation, the Flin Flon Mine, was

I I udson Bay Mining & Smelting’ Co., Limited (HBMS) has been exploring‘ and mining in

(levelope(l from a larg'e copper-zinc deposit. In 1993, HBMS discovered another larg'e
copper-zinc (leposit rig’ht below the City of Flin Flon called the 777. The 777 Mine reached full
production in 2004 and is expecte(]. to operate until 2016. HBMS’ mining operation in Flin Flon
uses the latest tecl’lnolog’y to reduce gas emissions I)y 90% at groun(l level and is also home to the
world’s first two-stage zinc pressure leach plant.

Ruttan, east of Leaf Rapi(ls. The Fox Mine operatecl from 1970 to 1985. The Ruttan Mine

In the 19605, copper and zinc deposits were found at Fox Lake southwest of Lynn Lake and at
I)eg'an procluction in 1973 and closed in 2002.

the Bernic Lake Mine became a producer of spodumene concentrate that is used in ceramic

In 1969, the first and only North American tantalum mine was opene(l at Bernic Lalze. In 1986,

cookware. In addition to spoclumene and tantalum, the mine also procluces cesium products.
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