
At its meeting, the Board

➧ was briefed on ongoing initiatives:

–  National Pharmaceuticals Strategy (PMPRB is an observer);

–  Monitoring and Reporting on Non-Patented Prescription Drug Prices under NPS; and

–  NPDUIS. 

➧ approved the next steps for the upcoming consultations on the Board’s Excessive Price Guidelines
(Guidelines).  ■
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The Guidelines provide that when a medicine is sold in fewer than five countries at the time of its intro-
duction, the introductory price will be treated as the interim benchmark price.  The interim benchmark
price may be reviewed at the end of three years or when the medicine is sold in at least five countries,
whichever comes first.  At introduction, Zelnorm was sold in two countries.  Zelnorm continued to be
sold in two countries at the end of three years and the price continued to be within the Guidelines.

Country Price per tablet (CDN$)

Canada $ 2.0000

Switzerland $1.0068

United States $3.0495

International Median $2.0282

Introductory period (July to December 2002)

Canada: PPS July 2002
Switzerland: Medwin Web site, December 2002
United States: Federal Supply Schedule (FSS), December 2002

Where comparators and dosage regimens are referred to in the Summary Reports, they have been
selected by the PMPRB Staff and the HDAP for the purpose of carrying out the PMPRB’s regulatory
mandate, which is to review the prices of patented medicines sold in Canada to ensure that such
prices are not excessive.  The publication of these reports is also part of the PMPRB’s commitment to
make its price review process more transparent.

The information contained in the PMPRB’s Summary Reports should not be relied upon for any pur-
pose other than its stated purpose and is not to be interpreted as an endorsement, recommendation
or approval of any drug nor is it intended to be relied upon as a substitute for seeking appropriate
advice from a qualified health care practitioner.  ■

PM
PR

BThe next Board meeting is
scheduled for May 17 -18, 2006.
For additional information,
please contact the Secretary of
the Board at: 1-877-861-2350,
or (613) 954-8299, or at
sdupont@pmprb-cepmb.gc.ca.

Summary reports of Board
Meetings are available on our
Web site under About the PMPRB.
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on our Web site under
Regulatory; Patented Medicines;
Reports on New Patented Drugs
for Human Use.


