
2886 11: 48 +1111111118888888899 BERNARILCLEARV PAGE

H E U R E USE MEN T,. .
ICI, C'est Ie Bloc

Le 09 janvier 2006

L'Honorable Dennis Fcntie.
Premier ministre du Yukon

L'Honorablc Joe Handley,
Premier miniStTedes Territoircs du Nord-OueSt

L'Honorable Paut Okalik.
Premier rninistrc du Nunavut

Messieurs les premiers mini~s.

11me fait grand plaisir, dans Ie cadre de cette campagne electOrale,de vous ccrire
poUTpanager avec vous les positions du Bloc Quebecois sur des enjcux qui vons
sont ch.ers.

Lc Bloc Qucb~cois est parfaitement conscient des conditions particulieres qui
prevalent dans Ie Nord du Canada comme dans Ie ~ord du Quebec. Aeel egard.
Ie Bloc Quebecois estime que lcs defis posts par lcs facteufS geographiques et
climatiques doivcnt mire I'objet d'uu interet soutcnu du gouvcmement federal ct
tTOuvcrleur solubon dans I'etaboration de vCritablesstrategies;pour favoriser Ie
developpcment regional.

Quant a la question particuliere des ciloyens autochtoncs. Ie Broc Quebecoisjuge
que les engagements pris par Ie gouvcmement federal a Kelowna constituent un
bon pren-nerpas pour combler 1'Ccar1.quant ala qualitc de vie qui existe entre Ics
Premiers pcuples et les Quebecois et Canadiens. Le Bloc Quebecois s'3Ssurcra
que Jcs sommes avancees repondcnt aux aspirations de.<;"ensemble des
Autocbtones et qui respecte Jesconditions ct la localisationpropres i cbacune des
differentes comrnunautts.
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Plus precisement, Ie Bloc Qu~becois fait sienncs tes recol'wnandations de la
Commission royale surles peup/es autochrones,dont Ie rapport a CtE:depose 11y a
lOans deja. et croit done que Ie gouvemement fCdCraldoit ~r sur deux aspects
distincts. Ottawa doit bien sUr reparer ]es torts occasionnes aux peuples
autochtones par l'app1ieation,dcpuis p1usde cent vingt.-cinqans. de la retrograde
Lo; sur les Indiens. ruais doit surtout soutcnir Jes peuples aulochtones dans la
concretisation de leur droit inherent a t'autonomie gouvcrnementa)e. En se
gouvemant cux-memes. les Premiers pcupJes pourront se doter d'outi]s de
devcloppement Cconomiqueet socia) qui respectent leurs valcurs et leur idc:ntit~el
qui scront adaptes a leurs specificitCs.

Lc reglement de revendications temtorialcs globales et la mise en a:uvre de tenes
ententes representent un defi important a retever. POUTy arrivcr, il importe que Ie
gouvemement federal fasse preuve de bonne volonte dans se...negocial10nSet se
plie aux obligations enonUes dans les en\.entesde man1erea parvenir aux resultats
voutus. Ie succes de Ia mise en <2uvreetant jauge en regard de la mesure dans
laquel1eles obligations de toutes les parties sont respectces.

En attendant Ie jour ou toutes les nations autochtoncs riaUseront leur autonomic
gouvemementaJe et se doteront d'outils de developpemcnteconomique et social. it
est de la responsabilitC du gouverncment fedCral, fiduciaire des peoples
autochtones. de s'assurcr que les Premiers peuples disposent de tous lcs moyens
necessaires pour palier awe problcmcs auxquels its sant ccmftontts. Le Bloc
Quebecois vciIJeraa cc que Ie gouvemement federal respccte SC$obligations.

Dans resp6rancc que ces reponscs vous serons utiles, je '"ous prie d'agrecr,
Mcssieurs.l'expression de mes sentiments distingues.

~~
:orte-parole en matiere d'affaires Tndicnneset du Nord canadien
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9 Januarv 2006

[The 3 Addressees]

Dear Premiers:

I am pleased that the current election campaign gives me the opportunity to share witt.
you the Bloc Quebecois' (BQ) position concerning the issues that are important to you
and the residents of the territories.

The BQ is perfectly aware of the particular conditions prevailing in northern Canada as
well as in northern Quebec. In this respect, the BQ feels that the challenges posed bv both
geographic and climatic factors must generate a sustained interest ftom the federal
government, and that the proper response to these challenges lies in the implementation
of genuine regional development strategies.

As regards Aboriginal citizens, the BQ estimates that what the federal government
committed to in Kelowna is a positive step towards bridging the gap between the quality
oflife of First Nations and that of Quebecers and Canadians. The BQ is committed to
ensuring that the monies allocated answer the needs and aspirations of Aboriginals, and
meet the specific conditions, including location, of the different communities.

The BQ fully endorses the recommendations made by the Royal Commission on
Aboriginal Peoples, whose report was tabled a good ten years ago, and, therefore, the BQ
believes that the federal government's action should be twofold. Of course, Ottawa must
redress the wrongs suffered by Aboriginal Peoples as a result of over 125 years
application of the retrograde Indian Act, but, above all, it must help the Aboriginal
Peoples achieve their inherent right to self-government. Self-government will provide
First Nations with social and economic development tools tailored to suit their specific
identity and values.

Land claim settlements and the implementation of such agreements pose a serious
challenge. For the federal government to rise to this challenge, it must show its goodwill
in negotiations and abide by the obligations set forth in the agreements. Success in this
matter will be measured by the extent to which each party has fulfilled its obligations.

Until all First Nations attain self-government and have their own social and economic
development tools, the federal government, in its capacity as fiduciary, remains
responsible for ensuring that all First Nations people have all the necessary means to deal
with the problems and issues facing them. The BQ will see to it that the federal
government abides by its obligations.

I hope the above information will prove useful.
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Truly yours,
[Signature]
Bernard Cleary
Spokesperson for Indian Affairs and Canada's North


