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Timeline  
 
 
 

Period Industrial,  Social  & Political  Milestones  

1995-96  Ekat i  env i ronmenta l  assessment.  

October  1996 Soc io -economic  Agreement  s igned be tween BHP (on beha l f  o f  the  Eka t i  M ine 
pro j ec t)  and  the Government of  the Nor thwest  Ter r i to r ies  (GNWT) .  

Fa l l  1996  Ekat i  cons truc t ion beg ins .  

March 1997 Perm it t ing process  beg ins  for  the D iav ik  Diamond M ine projec t .  

Co lomac M ine c loses .  

G ian t  M ine lays  of f  about  40  workers .  

1997 

M iramar Con M ine lays  o f f  approx imate ly  120  peop le .  

The emp loyment rate in  Ye l l owkni fe  worsened marg ina l l y  s ince 1989 .  Th is  can 
be a t t r ibu ted in  pa r t  to  decreases  in  the work fo rces  at  the G ian t  and Con 
M ines  s tar t i ng in  1996,  and at  the Government  o f  Nor thwest  Te rr i tor ies  (GNWT)  
beg inn ing in  1995 ,  as  the government  prepared fo r  the reduced demands  on i ts  
resources  a f ter  the fo rmat ion of  Nunavut  Te rr i tory .  Th is  was go ing to be added  
to the t ime l ine 

Lup in M ine (Nunavut)  ente rs  care and main tenance s tatus ,  lay ing of f  a lmos t  500  
workers .  

M i ramar Con M ine suspends opera t i ons  dur ing labour  s t r ike .  

1998 

Ekat i  operat i ons phase beg ins  in  Oc tober .  

Con  M ine operat ions  resume in m id-year   1999 

M iramar acqu i res  G ian t  M ine 

Lup in opera t i ons s tar t  aga in w i th a  smal le r  work for ce .  2000 

G ian t  M ine:  opera t ions  beg in aga in on  a reduced sca le ,  w i th fewer  than 100 
emp loyees .  

1997 to 2000 L icenses  i s sued for  o i l  and  gas  exp lorat ion,  s tar t i ng w i th Sahtu land re lease in  
1997 ,  fo l lowed by For t  L iard .   

To the ex ten t  tha t  soc io -economic  e f fec t s  assoc ia ted w i th o i l  and gas  
exp lorat ion are s im i lar  to  d iamond  m ine  e f fec ts ,  i t  w i l l  mask the e f fec ts  o f  
d iamond mines  on the i r  l oca l  commun i t i es .  

December  
2000 

Diav ik  construc t i on  phase beg ins  
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Overview 

In 1996 the GNWT negotiated a socio-economic agreement with BHP Bi l l i ton for 
i ts Ekat i  diamond project , promoting the development and wel l  be ing of the 
people of the NWT, part icular ly people in the communit ies neighbour ing the 
mine. The focus of the Agreement is monitor ing socio-economic effects,  and 
promot ing soc ia l ,  cultura l and economic wel l  be ing.   

Under the Agreement,  the GNWT is  responsib le for the estab l ishment and 
maintenance of an industr ia l  monitor ing program. This program uses publ ic  
stat ist ics and mine-employee surveys to identi fy how the Projects may affect 
the l ives of people and communit ies. The result of the industr ia l  monitor ing 
program is th is Annual  Report . The Report  is  used to look for  ways to 
strengthen the opportunit ies and mit igate negative impacts of the Project.  A 
technical  descr ipt ion of the GNWT industr ia l  monitor ing program is  found in 
Appendix A. BHP Bi l l i ton issues i ts  own report descr ibing NWT successes in 
real iz ing bus iness and employment opportunit ies.   

The BHP Bil liton-GNWT Socio-economic Agreement 

The BHP Bi l l i ton-GNWT Socio-economic Agreement acknowledges the poss ib le 
impact  of the Ekat i  Project on NWT communit ies.  The Part ies agree to protect 
and promote the wel lness of any peoples or communit ies affected by the Ekat i  
Project , and to minimize any adverse socia l impacts of the Project .  In 
cooperat ion with loca l communit ies, the Part ies can ident ify mit igat ion for any 
negat ive impacts, and also ident i fy act ivit ies that  could produce greater 
benef its.   

The Part ies use fourteen (14) ind icators for heal th and wel lness to monitor and 
assess the impact of the Project.  The indicators may change from t ime to t ime, 
based on d iscussions with local  communit ies and between the Part ies. 

In addit ion to these 14 indicators,  BHP Bi l l i ton is to col lect att i tud ina l survey 
information from its  employees. The GNWT is to incorporate both the indicators 
and the survey into this Annual Report . The f irst  survey was conducted in 2000. 
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Socio-economic Indicators 

 

 

 

Socia l  Stabi l i ty  and Community  Wellness Indicators 

 

number  o f  i n ju r i es  

 

 

number  o f  po ten t i a l  years  of  l i fe  l os t  

 

 

number o f  su ic ides  

 

 

number o f  teen b i r ths  

 

 

number  o f  ch i ldren in  care  

 

 

number  o f  compla in ts  o f  fami l y  v io l ence 

 

 

number  o f  a lcoho l -  and drug-  re l a ted cr imes 

 

number  o f  proper ty  c r imes  

 

 

number o f  commun icab le  d iseases  

 

 

hous ing ind ica tors  

 

 

 

Non-tradit ional  Economy Indicators  

 

ave rage income o f  res iden ts  

 

 

emp loyment  l eve ls  and  pa r t i c ipa t ion 

 

 

number  o f  soc ia l  a ss is tance cases  (now ca l l ed income ass is tance  cases)  

 

  

h igh school  complet ion  
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Trends 
 

The Report  compares t rends occurr ing in the ‘ local  communit ies’  for  the BHP 
Mine project,  aga inst those trends occurr ing in the rest  of the NWT. In some 
cases, a  comparison is  a lso made to nat ional  trends.    

Data is monitored for the fol lowing ‘ loca l communit ies’    Łutselk’e, Rae Edzo, 
Rae Lakes, Wha Ti , Wekweti , Detah, Ndi lo ( the ‘Smal l  Local  Communit ies ’) , and 
Yel lowkni fe. Because of i ts  s ize, Yel lowkni fe is reported separately. ‘NWT’ data 
in this  report , regardless of the year being reported, is  a rol l-up of those 
communit ies remaining in the Northwest Terr i tor ies after the creat ion of the 
Nunavut Terr itory. 

Data are provided in as much detai l  as possible . However,  there are instances 
where the smal l  number of reported cases would compromise conf ident ia l i ty or  
where a data source has speci f ic  report ing constraints . In those instances, raw 
data has been suppressed. In most  cases,  Ndi lo data are inc luded in 
Yel lowkni fe. In some cases, Detah data are a lso included in Yel lowkni fe data.  

The NWT populat ion is  smal l ,  and community data can f luctuate widely from 
one year to the next . To make it  easier to see the trends that may be 
happening, the ear l iest comparable data ava i lab le is being used. In some 
cases, beginning with this report , ro l l ing averages are also being used. This 
wi l l  help smooth out the natural swings in data. 

A discussion of each ind icator fo l lows. F indings are summarized at  the end of 
this sect ion.  For each Annual  Report , The Departments that jo int ly prepare the 
mater ia l  a ttempt to use the most accurate data avai lable.  Much of the data in 
this Report is  from administrat ive databases. These databases undergo 
cont inua l ref inement,  unt i l  the ir data becomes part  of the ‘off ic ia l ’  nat iona l 
record publ ished by Stat ist ics Canada. For th is reason, data in this  report  
should replace that of ear l ier reports, and may itsel f be subject to future 
revis ions.  Detai led data tab les are in Appendix  C.  
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Indicators 
 
Social  Stabil ity and Community Wellness 
 
A large industr ia l  project  such as the BHP-Bi l l i ton Ekat i  Mine could act  as a 
cata lyst for  improved sel f-esteem, a h igher standard of l iv ing, improved 
educat ion and ski l l  levels , and a genera l ly improved qual i ty of l i fe . On the 
other hand, project employment could aggravate exist ing socia l  problems by 
increas ing stress and related alcohol  abuse, al ienat ing people from their  
tradi t iona l l i festyles,  and by increas ing the pace of change in communit ies 
already having di f f icul ty deal ing with change1. 
 
It is reasonable to expect  that a  change in substance abuse or other reckless 
behaviour may be reflected in this f i rst  set of three indicators: injur ies, 
premature deaths, and suicide.  However,  incidences of chi ld injur ies and 
poisonings could a lso ref lect parental absence. 
 
 

1. injury and 
poisoning 

This indicator draws upon the data for a l l  in jur ies, 
which inc lude major t raumas (e.g. , broken bones, 
severe burns),  minor wounds (e.g.,  cuts,  scrapes and 
bruises) , poisoning, overdoses,  suicides and homic ides.  
The numbers presented ref lect diagnosed injur ies   not  
people. One person could receive mult iple  injury 
diagnoses in the same year.   

  
Diagnosed Injuries and Poisonings, 

by Doctors and Nurses
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Data source:  Depar tment  o f  Hea l th and Soc ia l  Serv ices   

 

 

  

Accidental  injur ies are preventable events.  More often 
than not,  acc idents and mishaps leading to injury 
happen as a result of care lessness (e.g. , unsafe f i rearm 
storage) and recklessness (e.g.,  dr iving too fast) . 
Alcohol consumption is a factor  under ly ing many 
injur ies. 

The trend in the Smal l  Local Communit ies matches that  



 
 
Communities & Diamonds   2000 Annual Report  7 

throughout the NWT. This means that whatever factors 
underl ie this t rend, they are not speci f ic to the Ekat i  
mine. 

   

2.    deaths 

 

PYLL is an indicator  of premature death at an early 
age. In the NWT, injur ies have been responsible for  
about 40% of al l  premature deaths over the past  
decade.  
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Data source:  Stat i s t i cs  Canada,  V i ta l  S ta t i s t i cs 

  PYLL varies cons iderably from year to year, making it  
hard to interpret  this ind icator and to detect  trends.  It  
does appear as though PYLL has been s lowing trending 
downward in Yel lowkni fe, but  not  elsewhere in the 
NWT, since 1994. PYLL due to injur ies are d isp layed in 
the F igure below. 

  PYLL Due to Injury Related Deaths
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Data source:  Stat i s t i cs  Canada,  V i ta l  Sta t i s t i cs  

  Year-to year var iat ion in PYLL due to injur ies makes i t  
di f f icu lt  to detect any trends except for  Ye l lowkni fe , 
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where PYLL due to injur ies has been decreasing.  

 
 

 su icide Suicide deaths are included with the in jury data. They 
are also reported separately because of the potent ia l  
l ink between suicide and socia l  upheaval . Suic ide is  
often associated with mental hea lth problems such as 
depression, and with soc ia l  issues such as spousal  
separat ion.  Alcohol  abuse and dependency are also r isk 
factors .  
 
Since 1992, there have been two suic ides in the Smal l  
Loca l Communit ies. A three-year ro l l ing average shows 
occurrences of suicide in Ye l lowkni fe are dec l ining and 
there is no clear trend in the Smal l  Local  Communit ies . 
However, incidents are increasing elsewhere. 
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Data source:  Depar tment  o f  Hea l th & Soc ia l  Serv ices   

   

3. births The Figure be low presents teen b irths,  where the  
mother is 19 years of age or younger. 
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Da ta source:  Sta t i s t i cs  Canada 

  Per Cent of Teen Births from Total Births
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In Canada, teenage b i rth rates are cons idered to 
indicate r isk factors re lated to s ingle parenthood, ear ly 
school leaving, and socia l dependence. It remains 
quest ionable whether the same r isks are associated with 
teenage bi rths in the NWT, where the extended family 
plays a larger ro le and where the opportunit ies for 
custom adopt ion extend the options ava i lab le to 
teenage mothers. 
 
The Canadian trend is toward an increasing proport ion 
of teen bi rths. In the Other NWT Communit ies,  i t  
appears there has been a gradual  decl ine in the number 
of teenage bir ths since 1992. This downward NWT trend 
has not  occurred in the loca l communit ies. 
 

 
Absence from home for two weeks at a  t ime could have an impact on 
marr iages.  Stress caused by a number of factors   need for money, 
separat ion,  suspected inf idel i ty   are major causes of marr iage breakdown. 
With a rotat ional  work system, marr iages are l ike ly to experience some of the 
stress of separat ion2. Because of concerns expressed about increases in 
substance abuse and other addict ive behaviours,  the ef fects of rotat ion and 
family separat ion,  and their  re lat ion to family wel l  be ing, the next  cluster  of 
indicators focuses on family dynamics. These indicators are: s ing le-parent 
famil ies, chi ldren in care,  mothers and chi ldren using she lters,  and family 
violence. 
 
 

5. chi ldren in care  
The graph be low shows the number of chi ldren in care 
between 1995/96 and 2000/01. In Ye l lowknife the 
number of chi ldren in care has increased by 62%, whi le  
in the Smal l  Local Communit ies the number of chi ldren 
in care has decreased by 5% since 1995/96. 
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However, these numbers must  be interpreted with 
caut ion. Increasing numbers of chi ldren in care may not  
necessar i ly ref lect  an increase in the inc idence of chi ld 
abuse and neglect – i t  may simply reflect  h igher rates 
of report ing, or  more vigorous enforcement pract ices.  
Similar ly,  a decrease in the number of chi ldren in care 
may not  reflect a decrease in chi ldren needing 
protect ion – i t  may s imply reflect  a lternat ive st rategies 
for resolving chi ld protect ion issues. 
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Data source:  GNWT Department  of  Hea l th and  Soc ia l  Serv ices   

   

 family violence Family violence can take many forms. These include 
spousal , chi ld and e lder abuse. Abuse may be phys ica l,  
sexual,  emotional , verbal,  f inancia l  and psychological . 
Family violence may be l inked to subsequent alcohol 
and/or drug abuse, de l inquency and v io lence, mental 
heal th problems and suicide3.  

Spousa l assaul t complaints have been decl in ing in Smal l  
Loca l Communit ies s ince 1995. Ye l lowknife complaints 
have f luctuated more over t ime, with a dramatic 
increase in 1999.  
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Reported Spousal Assault Complaints
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Data source:  RCMP (1997 data i s  no t  ava i l ab le  a t  th is  t ime) 

   
 
  
 

7.   cr ime New income can lead to alcohol and drug abuse, and 
can intensi fy ex ist ing problems4.  

Large communit ies such as Yel lowkni fe and Hay R iver , 
with years of wage employment experience, wi l l  be 
affected more by outside inf luences than by 
employment and income factors. These outside 
inf luences may not a lways be desi rab le and could affect 
the qual i ty of l i fe in these larger centres5. 

Industr ia l  employment may d ivide communit ies into the 
“haves” and “have-nots.” I f this were to happen, 
property cr ime may increase. Rotat ion employment may 
decrease parenta l authority in the home, which may 
surface as an increase in juveni le  offences6. 

  
Yel lowkni fe is  the most l ike ly centre to experience an 
increase in drug traff icking7. 
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  Total Police Reported Incidences
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  Incidences of terr i tor ia l  cr imes dropped dramatical ly 
in 1994. The events underlying this reported data 
need to be invest igated. Overa l l  cr ime rates in the 
local  area have been relat ive ly steady. However, 
some apparent changes have occurred in the trends 
for speci f ic types of cr ime. 

Property cr ime has decreased over t ime in 
Yel lowkni fe, with no obvious change in the Smal l  
Loca l Communit ies.  
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  Police Reported Violent Crimes
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  Violent cr ime is  re lated to spousal  assault . Compared 
to other NWT communit ies,  the level  of v io lent cr ime in 
the Smal l  Loca l Communit ies has been stable. V io lent 
cr ime data for  Ye l lowkni fe and Other NWT Communit ies 
is var iab le with no dist inct  pattern.  

  ‘Other Criminal  Code’  cr imes,  which include mischief 
cr imes, may be the most rel iable ind icator of alcohol-
related cr imes. Since 1996, there has been a gradual 
increase of these in Yel lowkni fe and in the Smal l  Local 
Communit ies.   
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Police Reported Incidences of Federal Statues 
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  Federal  Statute cr imes, which would include drug 
traff ick ing, have increased in Yel lowkni fe s ince 
1998. The increase could be re lated to e ither 
increased drug use or  increased enforcement 
act iv it ies. 

 
 
  

8. communicable 
diseases 

The inc idence of STDs has been increas ing throughout 
the NWT   an increase of 34%. In Yel lowkni fe, STD 
cases have increased by 37% and in the Smal l  Loca l 
Communit ies STD cases have increased by 31% over the 
past  f ive years. 

 
  

Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs)
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Data source:  Depar tment  o f  Hea l th & Soc ia l  Serv ices   

  
 
Whatever factors are responsible  for the increasing 
incidence of STDs, i t  appears they are found throughout 
the NWT, and are not  restr icted to the local 
communit ies.  
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9. housing 

 

 

Regular  income can improve the standard of l iv ing of 
both indiv iduals and communit ies. People with regular 
incomes can purchase / bui ld their  own homes, rel ieving 
some of the st ress on housing in many communit ies8. 

  The qual i ty  of hous ing is  determined by assessing the 
housing problems of individual households.  The NWT 
Housing Needs Survey ident i f ies three types of housing 
problems. ‘Suitabi l i ty ’  refers to the problem of 
overcrowding, which can lead to household accidents 
and increased transmission of a i rborne infect ions. 
‘Adequacy’  refers to the phys ica l condit ion of the home. 
‘Affordabi l i ty ’  refers to the extent  to which the 
household pays an excess ive amount for shel ter.  
Households with one or more of these problems and 
with a tota l income be low a community-speci f ic 
threshold are cons idered to be in ‘core need’ .  

Overcrowding is inf luenced by bir th rates, changes in 
family structure, and changes in income.  
 
Accord ing to the 2000 NWT Housing Needs Survey, 
there has been a dramatic decrease in overcrowding in 
the Smal l  Loca l Communit ies s ince 1981. Outside the 
Smal l  Local Communit ies the decl ine is  less pronounced, 
although th is  problem also much less severe.   
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Da ta source:  NWT Hous ing  Corporat i on 

   
Some 7% of Yel lowkni fe households required major 
repairs at the t ime of the 2000 Housing Needs Survey, 
compared to 35% of households in the Smal l  Local 
Communit ies and 18% in the Other NWT Communit ies.  
 

Overal l ,  11% of households were in core need in 
Yel lowkni fe, 51% in the smal l  Points of Hire 
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communit ies, and 25% in other NWT communit ies. 

  Per Cent of Dwellings Needing Major Repairs 
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Data source:  NWT Hous ing  Corporat i on  

 

Non-traditional economy  

10.   average 
income  

 

The report on the Hea l th of Canadians states “… the 
distr ibut ion of income in a g iven society may be a more 
important  determinant of hea lth than the total amount 
of income earned by society members.  Large gaps in 
income lead to increases in social  problems and poorer 
heal th among the populat ion as a whole.9” 

In 1999, the average personal  income for a l l  of  the 
Northwest Terr itor ies was $35,650, compared to 
$29,010 for a l l  of Canada. Although the Northwest  
Terr i tor ies is wel l  above the Canadian average income, 
the distr ibut ion of the income varies great ly between 
communit ies.  

In 1999 Smal l  Local  Communit ies in the Northwest  
Terr i tor ies had average incomes $7,000 lower than the 
Canadian average, and $13,000 less than the Terr i tor ia l  
average. Even where the average income in the NWT is  
comparable to Canadian earnings,  the higher cost  of 
food, c loth ing and she lter  means people are not ab le to 
buy as much with the same amount of money10. 

Although the income in Smal l  Local Communit ies and 
other NWT communit ies is increas ing,  this has been a 
natura l t rend pr ior to diamond mining. Yel lowkni fe had 
a sl ight  peek in 1994 and has since stayed constant . 
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  Total Employment Income ($000)
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12.   employment & 
part ic ipat ion 

 

 

 

 

Increases in stable employment can lead to 
improvement in the health and wel l  being of the general 
populat ion.  Unemployed people tend to suffer more 
heal th problems than those who are employed, whi le  
unstable employment can cause stress that affects 
physical , mental , and socia l wel l  be ing11.  

The employment rate for the NWT has increased s ince 
1989. The most  drast ic increase is seen in the Smal l  
Loca l Communit ies, with an increase from 26.7 to 34.6 
per cent  in a ten-year period; this  rate is wel l  be low the 
Canadian rate, however, and is st i l l  an issue of concern. 

The employment rate in Yel lowkni fe has decreased  
margina l ly s ince 1989. This can be attr ibuted in part  to 
decreases in the work forces at the Giant  and Con Mines 
start ing in 1996, and with the Government of Northwest  
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Terr i tor ies (GNWT) between 1995 and 1999. 

The mining industry provided relat ively stable 
employment at the t ime of the 1994 Labour Force 
Survey and the 1996 Census, and employment in 
minera l explorat ion expanded cons iderably dur ing th is 
period. By 1997, employment in some mining sectors 
began decl in ing.  

Deta i led employment data by community from BHP 
Bi l l i ton would be needed to analyse how the Ekat i  Mine 
has affected employment in the Smal l Loca l 
Communit ies. 
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Unemployment Rate
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  Unemployment rates measure the number of adults and 
youth act ive ly looking for work. If  employment 
opportunit ies ent ice more ‘d iscouraged workers ’  into the 
labour force the part ic ipat ion and unemployment rate 
may increase. With low unemployment, employers of 
seasonal  and unstable or  short-term occupat ions can 
sometimes have d i ff icult ies f ind ing e l ig ib le employees.   

Unemployment has been increasing in Yel lowkni fe . It  
has been variable in the Smal l  Local  Communit ies. 

  

13.   income 
ass istance 
cases 

People on income assistance are more l ikely to 
experience health-re lated problems and to suffer more 
from low sel f-esteem than those who are employed12. 

There are a number of factors that  re late to the need 
for income assistance. Avai labi l i ty of employment is 
obviously one, but others such as income level,  leve l of 
educat ion and persona l factors can be equal ly 
important . 

The number of income assistance cases has decreased 
in most  areas of the NWT. The case count is  the number 
of t imes al l  heads of households apply for  assistance 
during the year; one household can apply up to twelve 
t imes. Ye l lowkni fe has noticed a sl ight  increase since 
1994, whi le  al l  other Smal l  Local  Communit ies have 
recorded a decrease in assistance cases.  

Possible  confounding factors to invest igate are 
migrat ion between communit ies, age-related factors 
such as the proport ion of young famil ies, and the 
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effects of industr ia l  act iv ity in the oi l  and gas sector.  

  Average Monthly Number of Income Assistance Cases

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Year

Av
er

ag
e 

m
on

th
ly

 n
um

be
r 

of
 I

nc
om

e
As

si
st

an
ce

 C
as

es

Other NWT Communities 
Small Local Communities 
Yellowknife 
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Project  jobs and income for NWT residents can help to improve se lf-esteem, 
improve education and ski l l  levels,  and general ly improve the qua l i ty of l i fe in 
those communit ies hardest  hit  by socia l problems13. 

 

15. adults  wi th 
less than grade 
9 educat ion 

adults  wi th 
high school  
dip loma 

There is a  di rect l ink between educat ional atta inment 
and l i teracy levels.  Without strong social  supports, 
people with low l i teracy ski l ls  may f ind i t  d i f f icul t  to 
access hea lth informat ion and services.  They are a lso 
more l ikely to be unemployed and poor. Higher leve ls  of 
educat ion are associated with better heal th, longer l i fe 
expectancy,  and other posit ive outcomes.   
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The high school graduat ion rate in the NWT is about 
one-third of the nat ional  average14. Even so, the 
percentage of the populat ion with less than Grade 9 has 
dropped substant ia l ly.  The greatest improvement in 
basic  NWT educat ion leve l (grade 9) occurred in smal l  
communit ies, with the improvement most evident in the 
Smal l  Local Communit ies before the Ekat i  Project was 
bui l t .  

There has also been an improvement in the per cent  of 
NWT residents who have earned cert i f icates and 
dip lomas. This is reported on the assumption that  
pract ical  cert i f i cates and diplomas ref lect an increase 
human capita l ,  and therefore an increase in the 
employabi l i ty of northern residents. Various grade 
extensions have been occurred in communit ies across 
the north s ince 1991, and could be the main cause for 
the drast ic changes in the grade leve ls  of the northern 
populat ion.   

There was an increase in the Smal l  Local  Communit ies 
before 1994. The decrease in the Smal l  Loca l 
Communit ies s ince 1994 is presumably due to out-
migrat ion.  
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  The proport ion of the populat ion that  has a degree has 
been steadi ly increasing in NWT communit ies outside 
the Smal l  Loca l Communit ies, whi le  holding steady in 
the Smal l  Loca l Communit ies. The percentage has been 
var iab le in Ye l lowkni fe , with a drop in the proport ion of 
Yel lowkni fe residents hold ing a degree coinc iding with 
the restructur ing of the GNWT when Nunavut was 
created. 
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Per Cent of Population with a University Degree
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  Severa l factors contr ibute to changes in educat ion 
level . Because NWT educat ion levels are age-
dependent,  demographic changes over t ime are 
expected to change the reported educat ion leve l.  Based 
on the data current ly avai lab le,  there is no apparent 
l ink between educat ion improvements and the Ekat i  
project . 
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What Ekati Employees Told Us 
 

The Ekat i  survey was joint ly designed by BHP and the GNWT. The quest ions 
roughly mirror the types of impacts covered by the socio-economic indicators. 

The survey was given to 438 employees on s ite.  Only employees working 
direct ly for BHP and working at the mine site  were interviewed. Sample s ize 
and methodology were set  by the NWT Bureau of Stat ist ics . The survey was 
administered in 2000 by a BHP contractor.  Raw data was submitted to the NWT 
Bureau of Stat ist ics , which weighted and summarized the survey results.  
Response rates were general ly h igh, with the exception of one quest ion asking 
the employee in which community he or  she l ived.  

Survey responses appear in Appendix D. The text below gives an analysis and 
summary of the responses. 

 

physical  health The vast major ity of Ekat i  employees reported no 
change in heal th as a result  of working at Ekat i .  Of 
those who did experience a change, most  stated they 
were s ick more often. 

a lcohol use Almost  92% of Ekat i  employees from Yel lowkni fe, and 
71% of employees from the Smal l  Local  Communit ies,  
reported consuming alcohol  when they were away from 
the mine. 

Employees were asked how often they drank more than 
f ive dr inks at a t ime. This is used as an indicat ion of 
binge dr inking15 (the most extreme form of a lcohol  
abuse comes from regular b inge dr inking). 11% of 
employees from Yel lowkni fe reported b inge dr inking one 
or more t imes a week, and 37% reported b inge drinking 
1 to 3 t imes a month. Only 6% of employees f rom the 
Smal l  Local Communit ies   a  total  of 4   reported 
binge dr inking one or more t imes a week.  

Seventy per cent (70%) of employees from the Small 
Loca l Communit ies and 50% from Yel lowkni fe reported 
dr inking less often after working at  the mine. Seven per 
cent (7%) of employees from Yel lowkni fe reported 
dr inking more often. No employees from the Smal l  Local 
Communit ies reported dr inking more often. 
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safety net 52% of Ye l lowkni fe employees and 57% of Smal l  Local 
Community employees reported support programs as adequate.  

Regard less of community of  residence, only 10% of employees 
reported support  programs to be inadequate. 

Employees were asked to whom they would turn i f they were 
try ing to dea l with a social  or emot ional  problem. Regardless 
of where they l ived, most  employees sa id they talked about 
the ir problems with their family or fr iends. 

84% of Ye l lowkni fe respondents and 91% of loca l community 
respondents said the ir  famil ies were support ive when they 
leave to go to work at  Ekat i .  

relat ionships  Between 19 and 21% of employees fel t  they had grown closer 
to the ir  spouse. For those employees not l iv ing in Yel lowkni fe, 
11% felt  they and thei r spouse had grown apart.16  

The proport ion of Ekat i  employees who be l ieved thei r jobs had 
a negat ive impact  on thei r chi ldren was s igni f icant . The 
highest  leve l of negative impact was reported by parents with 
chi ldren younger than nine years old.  

Employees l iv ing in the Smal l  Loca l Communit ies were more 
l ikely to feel  thei r absence from home was negat ive ly affect ing 
the ir young chi ldren.  

opt imism Despi te the general ly negative perception of the impact  of 
the ir jobs on thei r chi ldren, over 80% of employees bel ieve 
the ir l ives wi l l  be better f ive years from now. 
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Summary of Findings 

  

Indicator Observations Comments 

Socia l  Stabi l i ty  and Community  Wellness Indicators 

injur ies 

 

Inc idences  of  in juries and 
poison ings  a re  decreas ing  in  bo th 
Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ie s  and 
th roughout the NWT. 

There i s  no apparent  re la t i onsh ip  
w i th the Eka t i  P ro jec t .  

deaths PYLL  has  been decreas ing  in  
Ye l l owkni fe  bu t  no t  e lsewhere .  

No apparen t  l ink .  

 PYLL due to injuries  i s  d ropp ing i n  
the NWT overa l l ,  dec reas ing more 
rap id l y  i n  Ye l l owkni fe .  Ra tes  are  
inc reas ing in  the Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es .   

Smoothed t rend Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  seems  to be 
par t i cu lar ly  a f fec ted  by  one year ’ s  
data .  

 Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ie s  rema in 
unchanged .  Number  o f  suicides  
occurr ing in  Ye l lowkn i fe  appears  to be 
dec l in ing.  

Impl ica t i ons  o f  data are no t  yet  
c lea r .   

b irths NWT inc idences  of  teen bi rths  a re 
decreas ing ,  wh ich  matches  the 
nat iona l  t r end .  However ,  the number  
of  teen b i r ths  in  Ye l lowkni fe  and in  
the Smal l  Loca l  Commun i t i es  i s  not  
chang ing.  

 

famil ies Increases  in  ch i ldren in care  a re  
occurr ing throughout  the NWT, bu t  
dramat ica l l y  so in  Ye l l owkn i fe .  

Data mus t  be  interp re ted w i th 
cau t ion .  

Da tabases  p re 2000 /  2001 do no t  
a lways  ident i f y  or ig ina t ing 
commun i ty  of  ch i ld .  

 Spousa l  assau lt  complaints  
dec l in ing in  Sma l l  Loca l  Communi t i es .  
Ye l l owkni fe  compla ints  f luc tua t ing  
over  t ime ,  w i th a dramat ic  inc rease in  
1999.  
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crime Alcohol- related  c r imes are thought  
to be a  subs tan t i a l  por t ion  of  NWT 
cr ime.   

As re l i ab le  of f i c ia l  data  i s  no t  
ava i l ab le ,  t rends  ove r  t ime  have 
no t  been  examined.  

 Property  cr ime has  decreased in  
Ye l l owkni fe ,  w i th  no obv ious  change 
in  the Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies .  

 

 Vio lent  c r ime da ta for  Ye l l owkn i fe  
and Other  NWT Commun i t i es  i s  
var iab le  w i th no d is t i nc t  pat tern.  

 

 Since 1996,  Other Cr iminal  Code 
cr imes have been increas ing 
th roughout the NWT  

 

 Federal  Statute  c r imes increased in  
Ye l l owkni fe  and  in  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es  in  1999 .    

The increase cou ld  be re la ted to 
e i ther  inc reased d rug use or  
inc reased en fo rcement  ac t i v i t i es .  

communicable  
diseases 

STD inc idence has  been increas ing 
th roughout the NWT. 

I t  would be  usefu l  to  compare the 
NWT aga inst  Canad ian t rends,  to  
see whether  th is  inc rease i s  un ique 
to the NWT. 

housing There has  been a dramat ic  decrease 
in  overcrowding  i n  the Smal l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  s ince 1981 .    

 

 

Non-tradit ional  Economy Indicators 

income & 
employment  

Average income i s  inc reas ing  in  
Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ie s  and in  Other  
NWT Commun i t i es .  Ye l lowkni fe  income 
peaked in  1994 and has  remained  
cons tant  s ince then .  

This  t rend pre-da tes  the s tar t  o f  
d iamond m in ing .  

 Employment  leve ls  in  Ye l l owkn i fe  
have deter iorated s l i gh t l y .  

Decreases  a re l i ke ly  due to  work  
for ce reduct ions  at  the G iant  and  
Con mines  s tar t i ng in  1996,  and to 
GNWT downs iz ing beg inn ing in  
1995 in  prepared for  the c reat ion 
of  Nunavut .  

Employment da ta  by  commun i ty  
would be  needed to  unders tand 
how opportun i t i es  a t  the Eka t i  
mine have a f fec ted emp loyment  in  
Loca l  Communi t ies .  

 The number  o f  income assistance  
cases  has  decreased in  most  a reas  o f  
the NWT, a l though they have 
inc reased in  Ye l lowkn i fe  s ince 1994 .   

Poss ib l e  confound ing  fac to rs  to 
inves t igate a re d i f f erences  in  the 
rate o f  populat ion change ,  
migrat i on between communi t i es ,  
age- re la ted  factors  such as  the 
propor t i on  o f  young fami l i es ,  and 
the e f fec t s  o f  indust r i a l  ac t i v i ty  i n  
the o i l  and gas  sec to r .  
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education The per  cent  of  the NWT popu la t i on   
w i th l ess  than Grade 9  has  dropped 
subs tant ia l l y  s ince  1989 .  The g rea tes t  
improvement  in  bas i c  NWT educat ion 
leve l  (grade 9)  occurred in  smal l  
commun i t i es .   

The mos t  ev ident  improvement 
occurred in  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  before the Ekat i  
Pro j ect  began .  

 There has  been an inc rease in  the  pe r  
cen t  o f  r es idents  i n  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  who have earned 
cert i f i cates and d ip lomas .  

Communi ty  grade ex tens ions  cou ld 
exp la in  the dras t ic  inc reases  in  
grade  l eve ls .  

The drop tha t  occurred in  Sma l l  
Loca l  Communi t ies  be tween 1994 
and 1999 may be re la ted  to out -
migrat i on ,  bu t  th is  wou ld  need to  
be inves t igated.  

 The propor t ion o f  NWT popula t ion 
w i th a  degree  has  been ho ld ing 
s teady in  Smal l  Loca l  Commun i t i es .  

Based on the da ta cur rent l y  
ava i l ab le ,  there i s  no apparen t  l i nk  
between educa t ion  improvements  
and the Ekat i  Pro jec t .  
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Appendix A   The GNWT Industrial Monitoring Program 
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Impact  of Resource 
Development  

The GNWT is developing consistent monitor ing 
standards that can tr igger pol icy and program 
responses i f needed, and that can credibly 
l ink development to achieving pol icy 
object ives. Col lect ing impact information 
al lows better understanding and management 
of current impacts,  and more accurate 
predict ion of and better preparat ion for future 
impacts.   

Publ ic pol icy is the way government makes 
dec is ions and fol lows through on prior it ies set 
by the people. “Heal thy publ ic pol icy” is  a 
commitment by government to cons ider every 
publ ic  pol icy in terms of i ts impact  on the 
wel l -be ing of people.  This can include how 
funds are spent and what programs are 
developed1.  

However, information and effect ive p lanning 
is essent ial  for responding to needs and 
emerging issues 2.  The data analyzed and the 
information it  provides help support  pol icy 
decis ions. In this way, NWT res idents can be 
assured their  interests are protected, and a 
common vis ion can evolve of how resource 
development can best  benef it  NWT res idents.  

The Model  Through socio-economic agreements, the GNWT 
is establ ishing an industr ia l  monitor ing program 
that  combines longer-term object ive ind icators 
avai lab le through publ ic databases with shorter-
term subject ive indicators captured through 
surveys. These indicators help capture data 
across severa l populat ions.  

Study DesignStudy Design

community 

territorial

national

project

 

Project-speci f ic subject ive indicators come from 
on-site surveys. Where poss ib le, subject ive 
indicators have been chosen that are also used in 
surveys at other populat ion levels .  

Some ind icators run through al l  levels .  For 
example, one quest ion in the current Att i tud ina l  
Survey is also asked in the Nat ional Populat ion 
Health Survey, to al low comparison between site-
speci f ic data and data from nat ional  and 
terr i tor ia l  sources.   

Control is introduced into the study design by 
comparing data from the immediately affected 
area against nat ional  and terr i tor ia l  data. 
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Study DesignStudy Design

Differences in rate
of change
identified, to
isolate sources of
change

 

Examining di f ferences in rates of change across 
populat ion leve ls  can al low natura l ly-occurr ing 
changes to be isolated from project-speci f ic or  
development-speci f ic changes. Changes within an 
indicator ser ies can also be examined, to ident ify 
s igni f icant events that  affect  observed results. 

StudyStudy Design Design

Identify and
isolate
confounding
variables

��������������������������������
��
��
��
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��������������������������������

�
�
�
�
�
�

event

 

The pr inc iple is the same as in other f ie lds of 
assessment: identi fy confounding variab les, so 
that  thei r effects can be iso lated out. 
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Appendix B   Glossary  
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Communicable Disease 

Any d isease that can be transmitted from one person to another, most  
commonly through body contact or through germs in the a i r.   

Employment Rate 

The percentage of persons 15 years of age and over who were employed during 
the reference per iod.  The formula used to calculate the Employment Rate is  
x/y*100 where x = the number employed and y = the populat ion 15 years & 
older 

Labour Force 

Those people 15 years and o lder who are working or who are act ive ly looking 
for work. 

Other Criminal Code Crime 

This is mischief , prost i tut ion, arson, weapons offenses,  and other 
misce l laneous cr imes.  

Overcrowding (housing indicator) 

Accord ing to the 2000 NWT Housing Needs Survey, overcrowding is def ined as 
having s ix or more res idents in one house. 

Participation Rate 

The percentage of persons 15 years of  age and over who are in the labour 
force. 

The formula used to calculate the Part ic ipat ion Rate is x/y*100 where x = the 
number in the labour force and y = the populat ion 15 years & older 

Potential  Years of  Life Lost (PYLL) 

PYLL is ca lculated by assuming that  an average l i fe lasts 70 years, and by 
subtract ing the age at which a person d ies from 70. For example, a  person 
who d ied at age 65 would have a PYLL of 5 (70-65 = 5). A person who d ied at 
age 20 would have a PYLL of 50. The PYLL for an ent ire populat ion is s imply 
the sum of al l  the years of l i fe lost by those who d ied pr ior to reaching the 
age of 70.  

Property Crime 

This includes break and enter , motor vehicle theft,  other thefts , having stolen 
goods, and fraud. 

Social  Assistance Annual Payments 

The tota l  of a l l  payments of social  assistance over a ca lendar year. 
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Social  Assistance Annual Cases 

The total  number of people request ing and receiving socia l ass istance for a 
given year. 

Teen Births 

The number of bi rths to persons who are less than 20 years of age. 

Unemployment Rate  

The percentage of the labour force that was unemployed during the reference  
per iod. The formula used to ca lculate the Unmployment Rate is x/y*100 where 
x = the number unemployed and y = the number in the labour force. 

Violent Crime  

These cr imes include homic ide, at tempted murder,  assaults,  sexual assaults ,  
other sexual  offences,  robbery, and abduct ion.  
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1 Shaping Our Future: A Strategic Plan for Health And Wellness, page 7. 
2 Shaping Our Future: A Strategic Plan for Health And Wellness , page 3. 
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Diagnosed Injuries and Poisonings, by Community of  Residence  

Selected Communit ies,  1994/95 to 1998/99 

 

Number of  Injuries and Poison ings Diagnosed by doctors  

( in  p r i va te c l in ic ,  communi ty  c l in ic  o r  hosp i ta l )  

Community  

99/00 98/99  97/98  96/97  95/96  94/95  

Tota l ,  NWT  16 ,004 16 ,807 16 ,965 17 ,355 19 ,020 18 ,761 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es   

6 ,968  7 ,529 7 ,689 7 ,648 8 ,256 7 ,923 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  

854  790 774 775 825 775 

   Łutse lk ’e  124  117 89  107 136 145 

   Rae Edzo 481 469 479 526 532 435 

   Rae Lakes  63  74  80  44  57  38  

   Wekwet i  47  49  41  38  33  34  

   Wha T i  139  81  85  60  67  123 

Ye l l owkni fe  8 ,182 8 ,488 8 ,502 8 ,932 9 ,939 10 ,063 

Source:  Depar tment of  Hea l th and Soc ia l  Serv ices ,  Med ica re and CHMIS  da tabases .  

 

Notes  

 
These numbers  represent  a  gross  count  o f  d iagnoses  recorded a t  the t ime of  t r ea tment:  i n  
some cases  an ind iv idua l  may have been t reated more than once for  the same in ju ry  or  
po ison ing.  
 
Da ta has  been  rev ised  f rom the  l as t  r epor t .  Due to record rev is i ons ,  record  ent ry  de lays ,  and  
database des ign changes ,  these  numbers  are subjec t  to  future rev is i ons .  
 
 
Ye l l owkni fe  numbers  inc lude Nd i lo  and  Detah .   
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Diagnosed Injuries and Poisonings, by Community of  Residence  

Selected Communit ies,  1996/97 to 1998/99 

 

Number of  Injuries and Poison ings Diagnosed by Nurses in  
Community  

Community   

99/00* 98/99  97/98  96/97  95/96  94/95  

Tota l ,  NWT  7 ,339 7 ,737 7 ,705 7 ,941 7 ,270 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es   

 5 ,613  5 ,674 5 ,722 5 ,698 5 ,262 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  

 1 ,494  1 ,784 1 ,721 1 ,957 1 ,700 

   Łutse lk ’e   239  335 293 307 284 

   Rae Edzo  829  964 1 ,023 1 ,136 948 

   Rae Lakes   142  178 116 145 125 

   Wekwet i   42  41  42  56  48  

   Wha T i   242  266 247 313 295 

Ye l l owkni fe   232  279 262 286 308 

Source:  Depar tment of  Hea l th and Soc ia l  Serv ices  and  CHMIS da tabases .  

*  = data  not  ava i lab le  
 
 

Notes  

 
These numbers  rep resent  a  gross  count  of  d iagnoses  recorded at  the t ime of  t rea tment .  
In some cases  an ind iv idua l  may have been t reated more than once for  the  same in jury or  
po ison ing.  
 
Da ta has  been  rev ised  f rom the  l as t  r epor t .  Due to record rev is i ons ,  record  ent ry  de lays ,  and  
database des ign changes ,  these  numbers  are subjec t  to  future rev is i ons .  
 
Ye l l owkni fe  numbers  inc lude Nd i lo  and  Detah .   
 

Ye l l owkni fe  numbers  fo r  1998/99  are s l i gh t l y  unders ta ted g iven the Ye l lowkn i fe  Pub l ic  Hea l th  
Uni t  sw i tched in format ion sys tems in  the summer  o f  1998 .  



 
 
Communities & Diamonds   2000 Annual Report  43 

Person Years of  Life Lost (PYLL) 

 

Total  PYLL Community   

1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 

Tota l ,  NWT 2 ,445 1 ,821 2 ,598 2 ,273 2 ,439 2 ,358 2 ,290 2 ,445 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es  

1 ,612 1 ,095 1 ,647 1 ,478 1 ,369 1 ,691 1 ,268 1 ,472 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  

235  109 323 95  181 218 203 255 

Ye l l owkni fe  598  617 628 700 889 449 819 718 

Source:  S ta t i s t i cs  Canada,  V i ta l  S tat i s t i c s  

 

 

PYLL Due to Injury-re lated Deaths Community   

1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 

Tota l ,  NWT 578 619 1173 763 817 1 ,371 964 1 ,025 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es  

415  394 797 484 430 1 ,030 446 635 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  

48  59  288 37  74  67  28  23  

Ye l l owkni fe  115  166 88  242 313 274 490 367 

Source:  S ta t i s t i cs  Canada,  V i ta l  S tat i s t i c s  
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Number of Fatal Injuries, by Community of Residence 

1992 to 1998 

 

Number of  Suicides Community   

1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 

Tota l ,  NWT 16 7  6  4  4  4  9  2  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es  

11 4  6  4  2  3  5  0  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  

0 1  0  0  0  0  1  0  

Ye l l owkni fe  5 2  0  0  2  1  3  2  

Source:   S ta t i s t i cs  Canada ,  V i ta l  S ta t i s t i cs  

 

Number of  Injury-related Deaths Community   

1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 

Tota l  NWT 21 22  32  22  30  36  30  23  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es  

16  14  23  14  19  26  14  14  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  

2  2  6  2  2  2  2  1  

Ye l l owkni fe  3  6  3  6  9  8  14  8  

Source:   S ta t i s t i cs  Canada ,  V i ta l  S ta t i s t i cs  
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Historical Birth Statistics  

 

All  Bi rths Community   

1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 

Tota l ,  Northwes t  
Terr i to r i es  

678  722 817 868 819 829 848 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es  

320  354 417 458 415 451 433 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es   

85  78  66  79  81  82  86  

 De tah 3  1  6  0  2  2  1  

 Łutse l k ’e  11  8  5  9  7  5  7  

 Nd i l o         

 Rae Edzo 50  45  36  49  52  62  57  

 Rae Lakes  11  10  11  11  5  4  6  

 Wekwet i  1  2  2  2  1  4  1  

 Wha T i  9  12  6  8  14  5  14  

Ye l l owkni fe   273  290 334 331 323 296 329 

Source:  S ta t i s t i cs  Canada 
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Teen Births Community   

1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 

Tota l ,  Northwes t  
Terr i to r i es  

82  86  96  106 101 96  107 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es  

47  45  60  63  58  64  62  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es  

15  20  15  23  19  16  21  

 De tah 1  0  0  0  0  0  0  

 Łutse l k ’e  0  0  0  2  3  1  2  

 Ndi lo         

 Rae Edzo 12  11  10  14  13  15  16  

 Rae Lakes  0  3  4  4  1  0  0  

 Wekwet i  0  0  0  1  0  0  0  

 Wha T i  2  6  1  2  2  0  3  

Ye l l owkni fe   20  21  21  20  24  16  24  

Source:   S ta t i s t i cs  Canada  
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Children in Care by Fiscal Year  

 

Number of  Chi ldren in  Care  Community  

00/01  99/00  98/99  97/98  96/97  95/96  94/95  93/94  

Tota l ,  NWT 821 *  632 554 574 584 540 422 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es  

435  *  369 282 329 325 267 243 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es   

75  50  61  61  47  76  87  34  

   Łutse lk 'e  10  -  -  -  -  6  11  -  

   Rae Edzo 56  23  34  35  27  50  59  23  

   Rae Lakes   8  7  -  -  6  -  -  

   Wekwet i   -  -  7  8  7  -  5  

   Wha T i  9  13  13  12  5  7  10  -  

Ye l l owkni fe  311  282 202 211 198 183 186 145 

Source:Depar tment  o f  Hea l th and  Soc ia l  Se rv ices  

 

Notes  

“*”  means da ta  not  ava i lab le .  

“ - “  means da ta has  been suppressed .  

Ce l l  va lues  l ess  than f i ve  have been suppressed 

Numbers  a re subjec t  to  future rev is i ons .  

Nd i l o  i s  i nc luded in  Ye l lowkni fe  in  1999 and 2000 .  Detah is  inc luded in  Ye l l owkn i fe  in  1999 
on ly .  

Invest iga t ions  inc lude a l l  ch i ldren inves t iga ted ,  whether  o r  not  they rece i ved  a serv ice f rom  
the Department  of  Hea l th  and Soc ia l  Serv ices  (ch i ld  i n  care)  

Numbers  may have inc reased due to the impac t  o f  the new Chi ldren and Fami ly  Serv ices  Ac t  ( i n  
for ce Oc t  98)  which has  p lan o f  care ag reement as  a  new way to p rov ide se rv i ces  to ch i ld ren.  
These ch i ld ren cou ld  s t i l l  be l i v i ng in  the i r  paren ts '  home but  are rece iv ing se rv i ces  f rom the  
Department  of  Hea l th and Soc ia l  Se rv ices .  There i sn ' t  an equ iva lent  category to  what  happened  
under  the prev ious  Ac t .  However ,  i t  i s  poss ib l e  that  many of  these ch i ldren would have been in  
care under  another  ca tegory f rom the o ld  l eg is l a t ion.  
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Spousal Assault Complaints,  NWT & Selected Communities,   

1990 to 1999  

 

Spousal  Assau lt  Complaints Community   

1999 1998 1997* 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 

Tota l ,  NWT           

Tota l ,  Sma l l  
Loca l  
Communi t i es   

44  49   54  53  66  67  71  68  34  

Rae Edzo 
Detachment 

36  36   48  39  59  55  58  52  26  

Wha T i  
De tachment  
(1999)  

-           

Łutse l k ’e  
De tachment 

5  13   6  14  7  12  13  16  8  

Ye l l owkni fe  
De tachment 

123 94   77  82  90  93  78  61  84  

Source:  RCMP -  UCR S ta t i s t i cs  Sys tem  

 

“ - “   means da ta  has  been suppressed.  

“*”  means da ta  i s  no t  ava i lab le .  
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Historical  Police-reported Crime Statistics  
Northwest Terr itor ies, 1990 to 2000 

 

Number of  Pol ice  Reported Cr imes Community  

1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 

Northwest  Terr i tor ies 

Tota l   10 ,479 10 ,589 10 ,093 9 ,654 10 ,095 10 ,565 11 ,412 12 ,134 11 ,932 11 ,300 

V io lent   2 ,042  2 ,076 2 ,239 1 ,914 1 ,936 1 ,964 2 ,083 2 ,177 2 ,151 2 ,031 

Proper ty   2 ,376  2 ,881 2 ,813 3 ,149 3 ,144 3 ,001 3 ,250 3 ,432 3 ,515 3 ,328 

Other   5 ,584  5 ,330 4 ,600 4 ,099 4 ,676 5 ,132 5 ,704 6 ,098 5 ,872 5 ,339 

Federa l   477  302 441 492 339 468 375 427 394 602 

Total ,  Other  NWT Communit ies 

Tota l   6 ,219  6 ,387 6 ,360 5 ,908 6 ,251 6 ,573 6 ,728 6 ,825 7 ,093 7 ,499 

V io lent   1 ,308  1 ,382 1 ,450 1 ,226 1 ,246 1 ,277 1 ,328 1 ,390 1 ,413 1 ,467 

Proper ty   1 ,383  1 ,567 1 ,672 1 ,788 1 ,806 1 ,616 1 ,807 1 ,901 1 ,917 1 ,873 

Other   3 ,251  3 ,254 2 ,978 2 ,607 3 ,011 3 ,352 3 ,335 3 ,245 3 ,568 3 ,700 

Federa l   277  184 260 287 188 328 258 289 195 459 

Total ,  Smal l  Local  Communit ies 

Tota l   1 ,123  1 ,259 897 681 843 1 ,023 1 ,292 1 ,657 1 ,599 836 

V io lent   163  205 200 158 202 228 277 276 320 173 

Proper ty   144  297 197 189 216 195 236 272 237 150 

Other   776  727 474 307 408 593 765 1 ,094 1 ,004 494 

Federa l   40  30  26  27  17  7  14  15  38  19  

Yel lowknife  

Tota l   3 ,137  2 ,943 2 ,836 3 ,065 3 ,001 2 ,969 3 ,392 3 ,652 3 ,240 2 ,965 

V io lent   571  489 589 530 488 459 478 511 418 391 

Proper ty   849  1 ,017 944 1 ,172 1 ,122 1 ,190 1 ,207 1 ,259 1 ,361 1 ,305 

Other   1 ,557  1 ,349 1 ,148 1 ,185 1 ,257 1 ,187 1 ,604 1 ,759 1 ,300 1 ,145 

Federa l   160  88  155 178 134 133 103 123 161 124 

 

Source:   RCMP -  UCR Sta t i s t i c s  Sys tem 

Notes:  

“Other”  re fers  to  ‘O ther  Cr imina l  Code . ’  
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Incidence of Communicable Diseases  

NWT & Selected Communit ies 1996 – 2000 

 

Tubercu losis Community   

2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es   10  16  7  20  24  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  -  5  -  -  8  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies  8  11  6  7  16  

   De tah      

   Łutse lk ’e  -  -  -  -  8  

   Nd i lo       

   Rae Edzo -  8  -  -  -  

   Rae Lakes  -  -  -  -  -  

   Wekwet i  -  -  -  -  -  

   Wha T i  -  -  -  -  -  

Ye l l owkni fe  -  -  -  10  -  

 

 

STDs Community   

2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es   625  542 559 447 466 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  337  305 286 222 251 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies  135  92  120 101 103 

   De tah      

   Łutse lk ’e  17  10  10  8  6  

   Nd i lo       

   Rae Edzo 54  42  52  48  61  

   Rae Lakes  24  -  6  11  7  

   Wekwet i  -  -  -  -  -  

   Wha T i  39  37  52  34  28  

Ye l l owkni fe  153  145 153 124 112 
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Enterics Community   

2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es   43  34  50  46  47  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  19  15  25  16  13  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies  4  3  4  6  7  

   De tah      

   Łutse lk ’e   -  -  -  -  

   Nd i lo       

   Rae Edzo  -  -  5  -  

   Rae Lakes   -  -  -  -  

   Wekwet i   -  -  -  -  

   Wha T i   -  -  -  -  

Ye l l owkni fe  20  16  21  24  27  

Source:  NWT Communicable Disease Registry, Department of Health and Social Services 

 

Notes  

Ye l l owkni fe  f igu res  inc lude  Detah and Nd i l o .  

STDs  inc lude  ch lamyd ia ,  gonorrhea and hepa t i t i s  B.  

Numbers are subject to future revisions 

“-“  means data has been suppressed. 

“-“ means data is not available. 
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Historical  Indicator of  Crowding in Housing  

Percent of Household with 6 or More Persons,  NWT & Selected Communit ies, 
1982 to 2000  

 

Percent  of  Households with 6  or  More Persons Community  

2000 1996 1991 1986 1981 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es  7 .8  8 .6  9 .8  11 .5  13 .9  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  9 .0  10 .1  10 .9  13 .4  16 .7  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies  27 .5  25 .6  38 .4  44 .8  47 .9  

   De tah 19 .0  0  28 .6  33 .3  33 .3  

   Łutse lk ’e  21 .6  17 .6  28 .6  30 .0  44 .4  

   Nd i lo  17 .7  23 .1  20 .0    

   Rae Edzo 29 .7  31 .1  34 .9  46 .0  48 .9  

   Rae Lakes  34 .3  36 .4  50 .0  42 .9  57 .1  

   Wekwet i  16 .7  *  *  *  *  

   Wha T i  36 .7  29 .4  61 .5  50 .0  57 .1  

Ye l l owkni fe   3 .8  5 .1  5 .4  4 .9  5 .7  

Source:  NWT Hous ing Corpora t i on:  Hous ing Needs  Survey 

 

“ - “  means da ta  has  been suppressed.  
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Historical  Indicator of  Adequacy for Housing  

Northwest Terr i tor ies  

 

Percent  of  Dwell ings Needing Major  Repairs Community  

2000 1996 1991 1986* 1981 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es  14 .3  14 .2  17 .4   13 .2  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  18 .0  19 .1  21 .3   16 .0  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies   35 .2  21 .6  42 .9   30 .1  

 De tah 17 .5  18 .2  42 .9   33 .3  

 Łutse l k ’e  30 .9  17 .6  50 .0   22 .2  

 Nd i l o  30 .4  15 .4  30 .0    

 Rae Edzo 58 .6  45 .5  50 .0   14 .3  

 Rae Lakes  31 .5  17 .6  36 .5   19 .1  

 Wekwet i  47 .2  -  -   -  

 Wha T i  48 .0  17 .6  53 .8   85 .7  

Ye l l owkni fe   7 .3  8 .2  10 .0   7 .1  

Source:  NWT Hous ing Corpora t i on:  Hous ing Needs  Survey 

 

Notes  

 

“*“  means da ta  i s  no t  ava i lab le .  

“ - “  means da ta  has  been suppressed.
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Historical  Income Statistics   Al l  Returns  

Northwest Terr itor ies, 1991-1999 

 

Total  Employment Income ($000) Community   

1998 1997 1996 1995 

Tota l ,  Northwes t  
Terr i to r i es   

724 ,431 713 ,328 704 ,331 727 ,532 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT 
Communi t i es  

276 ,899 264 ,996 254 ,384 274 ,981 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  
Communi t i es   

22 ,354 21 ,020 18 ,691 18 ,963 

 De tah     

 Łutse l k ’e  2 ,552 2 ,641 1 ,814 2 ,078 

 Nd i l o  *  *  *  *  

 Rae Edzo 14 ,966 13 ,915 12 ,861 12 ,573 

 Rae Lakes  1 ,797 1 ,756 1 ,352 1 ,486 

 Wekwet i  *  *  *  *  

 Wha T i  3 ,039  2 ,708 2 ,664 2 ,826 

Ye l l owkni fe  425 ,178 427 ,312 432 ,870 433 ,588 

Source:  S ta t i s t i cs  Canada  

 

Notes  

Income on “A l l  Returns”  shows income f rom a l l  res iden ts  f i l ing a  tax  re turn regard less  o f  the i r  
leve l  o f  income.  

Changes  to the sys tem o f  tax c red i ts  in t roduced in  the ear ly  1990s  impac ted the  number  of  tax  
f i le r s ,  and therefore a lso  ‘ ave rage income. ’  
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Historical  Income Statistics   Al l  Returns  

 

 

Average Income ($) Community  

1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 

Tota l ,  
Nor thwes t  
Terr i to r i es   

34 ,378 33 ,666 33 ,693 33 ,989 34 ,970 32 ,671 32 ,882 32 ,008 

Tota l ,  Other  
NWT 
Communi t i es  

28 ,958 28 ,072 28 ,122 28 ,605 28 ,988 27 ,428 27 ,612 26 ,375 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  
Loca l  
Communi t i es  

19 ,550 19 ,623 18 ,791 19 ,095 18 ,991 17 ,149 16 ,472 14 ,928 

   De tah         

   Łutse lk ’e  18 ,547 20 ,039 17 ,627 17 ,835 21 ,263 19 ,025 18 ,123 15 ,633 

   Nd i lo          

   Rae Edzo 20 ,188 20 ,147 19 ,341 19 ,536 19 ,587 17 ,758 17 ,436 16 ,199 

   Rae Lakes  17 ,713 17 ,853 16 ,529 16 ,743 16 ,621 16 ,208 13 ,475 10 ,969 

   Wekwet i  18 ,757 18 ,888 19 ,186 16 ,671 16 ,729 13 ,186 10 ,171 11 ,225 

   Wha T i  18 ,800 18 ,255 18 ,673 19 ,795 17 ,127 15 ,130 15 ,600 12 ,989 

Ye l l owkni fe   41 ,825 41 ,005 40 ,700 41 ,110 42 ,948 39 ,705 40 ,132 39 ,634 

 

Notes  

Income on “A l l  Returns”  shows income f rom a l l  res iden ts  f i l ing  a  tax re turn regard less  o f  leve l  
o f  income.  

Changes  to the sys tem o f  tax c red i ts  in t roduced in  the ea r l y  1990s  impac ted  the number  o f  
tax f i le rs  and therefore  ave rage income.  
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Historical  Labour Force Indicators  

Northwest Terr i tor ies 

 

Employment Rate Community   

1999 1996 1994 1991 1989 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es  67 .5  68 .2  65 .7  69 .3  65 .0  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  69 .3  70 .4  68 .8  71 .9  68 .1  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies   35 .5  38 .2  32 .0  38 .6  26 .7  

   De tah 48 .0  45 .8  33 .8  40 .0  20 .8  

   Łutse lk ’e  47 .5  45 .2  42 .6  43 .2  27 .2  

   Nd i lo       

   Rae Edzo 29 .5  34 .1  30 .3  35 .9  30 .7  

   Rae Lakes  31 .2  33 .3  33 .3  43 .8  12 .7  

   Wekwet i  42 .3  44 .4  26 .1  50 .0  20 .5  

   Wha T i  36 .8  46 .4  30 .3  38 .3  22 .8  

Ye l l owkni fe   79 .5  80 .0  81 .5  82 .9  83 .3  

Sources :   Census  (1991,  1996) ;  Labour  Fo rce Survey (1989,  1994,  1999)  

 

Notes  

Compar isons  between the labour  force surveys  comp le ted  by  the Bureau  o f  S tat i s t i cs  and  the  
Census  should  be done w i th caut ion .  The LRS in  1999 ,  1994 and 1989 were comp le ted dur ing 
the January -March per iod .  The Census  in  1991 and 1996 was  done in  May  and June.  Therefore ,  
Census  ind ica tors  are  o f ten h igher  due to seasona l  employment ac t iv i t i es .  
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Historical  Labour Force Indicators  

Northwest Terr i tor ies 

 

Part ic ipat ion Rate Community   

1999 1996 1994 1991 1989 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es  78 .3  77 .2  77 .2  78 .2  74 .9  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  79 .5  78 .6  79 .0  79 .9  76 .9  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies   58 .4  54 .0  51 .8  57 .1  48 .5  

   De tah 63 .8  58 .3  48 .0  55 .0  41 .6  

   Łutse lk ’e  66 .4  54 .8  62 .3  62 .2  44 .6  

   Nd i lo       

   Rae Edzo 55 .1  50 .5  52 .0  55 .4  53 .3  

   Rae Lakes  54 .5  54 .5  37 .4  56 .3  29 .1  

   Wekwet i  65 .8  61 .1  31 .5  56 .3  43 .6  

   Wha T i  54 .8  62 .5  60 .5  61 .7  48 .5  

Ye l l owkni fe   86 .2  85 .4  87 .5  87 .3  87 .1  

Sources :   Census  (1991,  1996) ;  Labour  Fo rce Survey (1989,  1994,  1999)  

 

Notes  

Compar isons  between the labour  force surveys  comp le ted  by  the Bureau  o f  S tat i s t i cs  and  the  
Census  should  be done w i th caut ion .  The LRS in  1999 ,  1994 and 1989 were comp le ted dur ing 
the January -March per iod .  The Census  in  1991 and 1996 was  done in  May  and June.  Therefore ,  
Census  ind ica tors  are  o f ten h igher  due to seasona l  employment ac t iv i t i es .  
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Historical  Labour Force Indicators  

Northwest Terr i tor ies 

 

Unemployment Rate Community   

1999 1996 1994 1991 1989 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es  13 .7  11 .7  14 .8  11 .3  13 .2  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  12 .9  10 .5  12 .9  10 .0  11 .5  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies   39 .1  29 .2  38 .2  32 .8  45 .0  

   De tah 24 .7  21 .4  29 .6  36 .4  50 .0  

   Łutse lk ’e  28 .4  13 .0  31 .7  26 .1  39 .1  

   Nd i lo       

   Rae Edzo 46 .5  32 .4  41 .7  35 .2  42 .4  

   Rae Lakes  42 .7  38 .9  10 .8  22 .2  56 .4  

   Wekwet i  35 .6  27 .3  17 .2  22 .2  52 .9  

   Wha T i  32 .9  28 .6  50 .0  37 .9  53 .0  

Ye l l owkni fe   7 .9  6 .4  6 .8  5 .1  4 .4  

Sources :   Census  (1991,  1996) ;  Labour  Fo rce Survey (1989,  1994,  1999)  

 

Notes  

Compar isons  between the l abour  fo rce surveys  comp leted by the Bureau o f  S ta t i s t i cs  and the  
Census  should  be  done w i th caut ion.  The LRS in  1999 ,  1994 and 1989 were comple ted  dur ing 
the January -March per iod .  The Census  in  1991 and 1996 was  done in  May and June.  Therefore,  
Census  ind ica tors  are  o f ten h igher  due to seasona l  employment ac t iv i t i es .  
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Historical  Income Assistance 

Northwest Terr i tor ies 

 

Average Monthly  Number of  Income Assistance Cases Community   

2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es   1 ,502  1 ,786 1 ,776 1 ,764 1 ,823 1 ,898 1 ,676 

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es   888  1 ,100 1 ,148 1 ,135 1 ,083 1 ,104 1 ,018 

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies   288  287 290 310 388 416 391 

   De tah 1  6  6  11  11  8  5  

   Łutse lk ’e   28  26  23  23  37  37  35  

   Nd i lo         

   Rae Edzo 163 159 163 167 185 205 201 

   Rae Lakes  17  23  28  29  52  50  48  

   Wekwet i  11  10  10  10  23  26  18  

   Wha T i  68  63  60  70  80  90  84  

Ye l l owkni fe   326  399 338 319 352 378 267 

Source:   Educat ion,  Cu l ture & Emp loyment and the NWT Bureau o f  Stat i s t i cs  
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Historical  Education Statistics  

Northwest Terr itor ies, 1989 to 1999 

 

Percent  of  Populat ion With Less than Grade 9 
Educat ion 

Community   

1999 1994 1989 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es  12 .8  15 .6  22 .5  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  18 .2  22 .5  29 .5  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies   33 .7  37 .3  63 .5  

   De tah 33 .6  23 .0  52 .5  

   Łutse lk ’e  29 .5  27 .8  46 .2  

   Nd i lo     

   Rae Edzo 31 .4  31 .8  60 .4  

   Rae Lakes  51 .9  51 .7  94 .8  

   Wekwet i  34 .2  71 .7  91 .0  

   Wha T i  34 .5  55 .2  68 .0  

Ye l l owkni fe   3 .6  4 .7  5 .9  

Source:   NWT Labour  Force  Survey ( LFS)  
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Percent  With Cert i f icate  or  Diploma Community  

1999 1994 1989 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es  32 .5  29 .7  27 .5  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  33 .5  29 .7  27 .7  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies   21 .3  26 .2  14 .0  

   De tah 24 .3  20 .9  8 .9  

   Łutse lk ’e  29 .1  19 .7  21 .5  

   Nd i lo     

   Rae Edzo 21 .1  32 .7  14 .7  

   Rae Lakes  13 .8  21 .3  2 .2  

   Wekwet i  24 .3  5 .4  -  

   Wha T i  17 .7  17 .6  18 .3  

Ye l l owkni fe   33 .3  30 .2  29 .6  

Source:   NWT Labour  Force  Survey ( LFS)  

 

 

Percent  With University  Degree Community  

1999 1994 1989 

Tota l ,  Nor thwes t  Terr i to r i es  14 .0  14 .6  12 .4  

Tota l ,  Other  NWT Commun i t i es  10 .3  9 .0  7 .7  

Tota l ,  Sma l l  Loca l  Commun i t ies  Smal l   3 .9  3 .4  4 .1  

   De tah -  -  1 .0  

   Łutse lk ’e  4 .9  1 .3  1 .5  

   Nd i lo     

   Rae Edzo 3 .1  4 .4  5 .5  

   Rae Lakes  1 .1  2 .3  -  

   Wekwet i  10 .8  6 .5  3 .8  

   Wha T i  7 .7  2 .7  4 .6  

Ye l l owkni fe   19 .7  22 .5  20 .2  

 
Source:   NWT Labour  Force  Survey ( LFS)  
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BHP Employee Survey, Northwest Territories,  2000  
 
 
 

Ethnic Group Community All NWT 
employees Aboriginal Non-Aboriginal Yellowknife / Ndilo Small local 

communities 

Employee Prof i le   
 

# % # % # % # % # % 

All Employees 438 100.0 235 100.0 203 100.0 286 100.0 90 100.0 

Male 356 81.3 196 83.4 160 78.8 214 74.8 89 98.9 

Female 82 18.7 39 16.6 43 21.2 71 24.8 1 1.1 

Single 121 27.6 76 32.3 45 22.2 91 31.8 17 18.9 

Married 188 42.9 62 26.4 126 62.1 133 46.5 33 36.7 

Common Law 114 26.0 90 38.3 24 11.8 55 19.2 37 41.1 

Divorced/Widowed 14 3.2 7 3.0 7 3.4 7 2.4 3 3.3 

15-24 Years. 48 11.0 31 13.2 17 8.4 29 10.1 12 13.3 

25-39 Years. 233 53.2 147 62.6 86 42.4 153 53.5 54 60.0 

40-54 Years 150 34.2 55 23.4 95 46.8 100 35.0 22 24.4 

55 Years & Over 8 1.8 3 1.3 5 2.5 5 1.7 3 3.3 

Supervisory/Professional 117 26.7 5 2.1 112 55.2 114 39.9 - - 

Other Positions 322 73.5 231 98.3 91 44.8 172 60.1 90 100.0 

Less than Grade 9 20 4.6 20 8.5  - 2 0.7 15 16.7 

Some High School 42 9.6 37 15.7 5 2.5 17 5.9 21 23.3 

High School Diploma 62 14.2 33 14.0 29 14.3 48 16.8 6 6.7 

Certificate or Diploma 238 54.3 143 60.9 95 46.8 148 51.7 48 53.3 

University degree 76 17.4 2 0.9 74 36.5 71 24.8 - - 
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Ethnic Group Community All NWT employees 
Aboriginal Non-Aboriginal Yellowknife / Ndilo Small local 

communities 

Safety  

# % # % # % # % # % 

All Employees 438 100.0 235 100.0 203 100.0 286 100.0 90 100.0 

Increased safety Precaution 392 89.5 216 91.9 176 86.7 260 90.9 82 91.1 

No Change in safety Precautions 46 10.5 20 8.5 26 12.8 26 9.1 8 8.9 

Excellent Health 125 28.5 53 22.6 72 35.5 86 30.1 19 21.1 

Very Good Health 206 47.0 104 44.3 102 50.2 150 52.4 37 41.1 

Good Health  92 21.0 63 26.8 29 14.3 45 15.7 27 30.0 

Fair Health 16 3.7 16 6.8 - - 5 1.7 6 6.7 

Poor Health - - - - - - - - - - 

No Change in Health 392 89.5 211 89.8 181 89.2 255 89.2 77 85.6 

Change in Health 46 10.5 25 10.6 21 10.3 31 10.8 13 14.4 

           

Those with a Change in Health: 46 100.0 25 100.0 21 100.0 31 100.0 13 100.0 

Sick More Often 39 84.8 20 80.0 19 90.5 26 83.9 10 76.9 

Sick Less Often 5 10.9 3 12.0 2 9.5 2 6.5 3 23.1 

Not Provided 2 4.3 2 8.0 - - 2 6.5 - - 
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Ethnic Group Community All NWT employees 

Aboriginal Non-Aboriginal Yellowknife / Ndilo Small local 
communities 

Alcohol  

# % # % # % # % # % 

All Employees 438 100.0 235 100.0 203 100.0 286 100.0 90 100.0 

No Consumption of Alcohol 57 13.0 50 21.3 7 3.4 24 8.4 26 28.9 

Consumed Alcohol 381 87.0 186 79.1 195 96.1 262 91.6 64 71.1 

Employees who Consumed Alcohol           

Less Than Once a Week: 91 23.9 50 26.9 41 21.0 52 19.8 22 34.4 

   Once a Week 110 28.9 65 34.9 45 23.1 76 29.0 24 37.5 

   2-3 Times a Week 136 35.7 57 30.6 79 40.5 100 38.2 17 26.6 

   4-6 Times a Week 19 5.0 7 3.8 12 6.2 12 4.6 - - 

   Daily 20 5.2 1 0.5 19 9.7 19 7.3 1 1.6 

   Not Provided 4 1.0 4 2.2 - - 2 0.8 - - 

More Than 5  Dr inks  on One  Occas ion:            

   Never 45 11.8 14 7.5 31 15.9 31 11.8 9 14.1 

   Less Than Once a Month 142 37.3 59 31.7 83 42.6 102 38.9 18 28.1 

   Once a Month 94 24.7 49 26.3 45 23.1 54 24.4 21 32.8 

   2-3 Times a Month 61 16.0 49 26.3 12 6.2 33 12.6 13 20.3 

   Once a Week 20 5.2 10 5.4 10 5.1 12 4.6 3 4.7 

   More Than Once a Week 18 4.7 4 2.2 14 7.2 17 6.5 1 1.6 

   Not Provided 2 0.5 2 1.1 - - 2 0.8 - - 

Drink Less Often 209 54.9 114 61.3 95 48.7 131 50.0 45 70.3 

Drink More Often 17 4.5 7 3.8 10 5.1 17 6.5 - - 

Drink the Same Amount 151 39.6 60 32.3 91 46.7 112 42.7 19 29.7 

Not Provided 4 1.0 4 2.2 - - 2 0.8 - - 



 
 
Communities & Diamonds   January 2002       66 

 
  

Ethnic Group Community All NWT employees 
Aboriginal Non-Aboriginal Yellowknife / Ndilo Small local 

communities 

Relat ionships and Safety  Net  

# % # % # % # % # % 

All Employees 438 100.0 235 100.0 203 100.0 286 100.0 90 100.0 

Spouse/Partner Relationships:           

Grown Closer 89 20.3 41 17.4 48 23.6 60 21.0 17 18.9 

Grown Apart 44 10.0 32 13.6 12 5.9 24 8.4 10 11.1 

Remained the same 217 49.5 115 48.9 102 50.2 138 48.3 53 58.9 

No Spouse/Partner 84 19.2 46 19.6 38 18.7 60 21.0 10 11.1 

Not Provided 4 0.9 2 0.9 2 1.0 4 1.4 - - 

Support Programs:            

Support Program is Adequate 228 52.1 116 49.4 112 55.2 150 52.4 51 56.7 

Support Program is not Adequate 45 10.3 26 11.1 19 9.4 29 10.1 9 10.0 

Do not Know 166 37.9 94 40.0 72 35.5 107 37.4 30 33.3 

Would Discuss Social Problem with:           

Family or Friends 387 88.4 203 86.4 184 90.6 253 88.5 77 85.6 

A Professional 46 10.5 29 12.3 17 8.4 33 11.5 10 11.1 

No One 17 3.9 7 3.0 10 4.9 14 4.9 - - 
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Ethnic Group Community All NWT 

employees Aboriginal Non-Aboriginal Yellowknife / Ndilo  Small local communities 

Family  & Le isure 

# % # % # % # % # % 

Family Support for Job is:           

Very Supportive 282 64.4 144 61.3 138 68.0 198 69.2 49 54.4 

Somewhat Supportive 28 6.4 11 4.7 17 8.4 21 7.3 4 4.4 

Supportive 100 22.8 64 27.2 36 17.7 43 15.0 33 36.7 

Somewhat Unsupportive 10 2.3 8 3.4 2 1.0 10 3.5 1 1.1 

Very Unsupportive 1 0.2 1 0.4 - - - - 1 1.1 

No Family 15 3.4 5 2.1 10 4.9 14 4.9 - - 

Not Provided 1 0.2 1 0.4 - - - - 1 1.1 

When at Home Form Ekati:           

Spend Time with Family 376 85.8 216 91.9 160 78.8 229 80.1 87 96.7 

Go out on the Land 194 44.3 106 45.1 88 43.3 126 44.1 51 56.7 

Play cards with Friends/Family 24 5.5 12 5.1 12 5.9 17 5.9 - - 

Play Sports 104 23.7 47 20.0 57 28.1 76 26.6 23 25.6 

Study to Improve education 56 12.8 28 11.9 29 14.3 45 15.7 1 1.1 

Other 108 24.7 56 23.8 52 25.6 71 24.8 13 14.4 
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Ethnic Group  Community  All NWT 

employees  Aboriginal  Non-Aboriginal  Yellowknife / Ndilo Small Local Communities  
Effect on Children 

# % # % # % # % # % 

Have Children 0-4 Years 101 100.0 79 100.0 21 100.0 43 100.0 44 100.0 

Positive Impact 12 11.9 7 8.9 5 23.8 12 27.9 - - 

Negative Impact 50 49.5 40 50.6 10 47.6 17 39.5 23 52.3 

Positive & Negative - - - - - - - - - - 

No Impact 39 38.6 32 40.5 7 33.3 14 32.6 21 47.7 

Have Children 5-9 Years 140 100.0 97 100.0 43 100.0 69 100.0 51 100.0 

Positive Impact 2 1.4 2 2.1 - - 24 34.8 5 9.8 

Negative Impact 34 24.3 17 17.5 17 39.5 29 42.0 28 54.9 

Positive & Negative 59 42.1 40 41.2 19 44.2 2 2.9 - - 

No Impact 42 30.0 35 36.1 7 16.3 14 20.3 18 35.3 

Not Provided 2 1.4 2 2.1 - - - - - - 

Have Children 10-14 Years 97 100.0 68 100.0 29 100.0 43 100.0 37 100.0 

Positive Impact 28 28.9 21 30.9 7 24.1 14 32.6 6 16.2 

Negative Impact 33 34.0 23 33.8 10 34.5 7 16.3 18 48.6 

Positive & Negative 7 7.2 2 2.9 5 17.2 7 16.3 - - 

No Impact 29 29.9 22 32.4 7 24.1 14 32.6 13 100.0 

Have Children 15-19 Years 71 100.0 40 100.0 31 100.0 41 100.0 21 100.0 

Positive Impact 11 15.5 9 22.5 2 6.5 7 17.1 4 19.0 

Negative Impact 26 36.6 14 35.0 12 38.7 12 29.3 6 28.6 

Positive & Negative 5 7.0 - - 5 16.1 2 4.9 - - 

No Impact 28 39.4 16 40.0 12 38.7 19 46.3 9 42.9 
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Ethnic Group  Community  All NWT employees  

Aboriginal Non-Aboriginal Yellowknife / Ndilo Small local communities 

The Future  

 

# % # % # % # % # % 

All Employees 438 100.0 235 100.0 203 100.0 286 100.0 90 100.0 

Future Situat ion 5 Years  from Now:           

A lot Better 247 56.4 142 60.4 105 51.7 162 56.6 49 54.4 

Somewhat Better 144 32.9 77 32.8 67 33.0 93 32.5 32 35.6 

The Same 43 9.8 12 5.1 31 15.3 31 10.8 5 5.6 

A Lot Worse 1 0.2 1 0.4 - - - - 1 1.1 

Not Provided 2 0.5 2 0.9 - - - - 2 2.2 

Employment at Ekati has Increased Desire for Education           

Strongly Agree 60 13.7 34 14.5 26 12.8 45 15.7 8 8.9 

Agree 289 66.0 167 71.1 122 60.1 186 65.0 67 74.4 

Disagree 88 20.1 33 14.0 55 27.1 55 19.2 14 15.6 

Strongly Disagree 1 0.2 1 0.4 - - - - 1 1.1 

Employment at Ekati has Increased Desire for Training           

Strongly Agree 155 35.4 79 33.6 76 37.4 114 39.9 17 18.9 

Agree 214 48.9 114 48.5 100 49.3 126 44.1 54 60.0 

Disagree 65 14.8 41 17.4 24 11.8 43 15.0 17 18.9 

Strongly Disagree 5 1.1 3 1.3 2 1.0 2 0.7 3 3.3 

Employment at Ekati has Changed the Way I View 
Education 

          

Strongly Agree 46 10.5 27 11.5 19 9.4 33 11.5 8 8.9 

Agree 193 44.1 126 53.6 67 33.0 112 39.2 48 53.3 

Disagree 193 44.1 81 34.5 112 55.2 136 47.6 33 36.7 

Strongly Disagree 6 1.4 1 0.4 5 2.5 5 1.7 1 1.1 
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