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Wilderness Areas
Nova Scotia

Wilderness Areas are protected in Nova Scotia under the
Wilderness Areas Protection Act. The purpose of this Act is
to provide for the establishment, management, protec-
tion and use of wilderness areas, in perpetuity, for present
and future generations, in order to achieve the following;

Primary objectives:
e maintain and restore the integrity of natural processes
and biodiversity;

e protect representative examples of Nova Scotia’s
natural landscapes and ecosystems;

o protect outstanding, unique, rare and vulnerable
natural features and phenomena,

Secondary objectives:

 provide reference points for determining the effects of
human activity on the natural environment;

e protect and provide opportunities for scientific
research, environmental education and wilderness
recreation; and

e promote public consultation and community steward
ship in the establishment and management of wilder-
ness areas,

while providing opportunities for public access for sport
fishing and traditional patterns of hunting and trapping.
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Wilderness Areas

Polletts Cove-Aspy
Fault

2 Margaree River

3 Jim Campbells Barren
4  French River

S Sugarloaf Mountain
6

7

8

9

—_

Middle River
North River
Trout River
Middle River—Framboise

10 Gabarus

11 Scatarie Island

12 Ogden Round Lake

13 Bonnet Lake Barrens

14 Canso Coastal Barrens

15 Liscomb River

16 The Big Bog

Photo: Oliver Maass

17  Alder Grounds

18 Boggy Lake

19 Tangier Grand Lake

20 White Lake

21 Clattenburgh Brook

22 Waverley-Salmon River
Long Lake

23  Terence Bay

24 Economy River

25 Portapique River

26 Cloud Lake

27 McGill Lake

28 Lake Rossignol

29 Tobeatic

30 Tidney River

31 Bowers Meadows

32 Eigg Mountain—
James River

Gully Lake
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Natural Legacy

B

Biodiversity refers to the variety of plants, animals, and
other living organisms in all their many forms and levels
of organization. It includes genes, species, and ecosys-
tems, as well as the processes that link them together.

In applying the science of conservation biology, pro-
tecting large natural areas from human disturbance pro-
vides our best opportunity to maintain biodiversity and
natural processes.

But conserving biodiversity isn’t just about protecting
plants and animals. It’s also about providing for our own
health, quality of life, and opportunities for the future.

In an increasingly urban and industrial world, wild
spaces are rare and valuable assets for present and future
generations. Such spaces offer many benefits, and play an
integral role in sustainable land use.

Benefits of Proteetio

Wilderness Areas protect biodiversity and provide “envi-
ronmental services” such as improving air quality, creat-
ing and protecting soils and providing clean water.

They provide high quality wilderness recreation oppor-
tunities and foster healthy lifestyles.

They help diversify local and regional economies
through nature tourism and marketing Nova Scotia as a
desirable place to live and do business.

They offer places for spiritual renewal and inspiration
in an increasingly busy and crowded world.

They serve as laboratories in which to monitor the nat-
ural world and learn how ecosystems function and
respond to stresses and change.
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