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OverviewOverview

The Internet ChallengeThe Internet Challenge
What are you looking for?What are you looking for?
World Wide WebWorld Wide Web

Sources of informationSources of information
Reliable sitesReliable sites

EE--mailmail--based discussion groupsbased discussion groups
Evaluating what you have foundEvaluating what you have found





The Challenge?The Challenge?

Finding:Finding:
•• Useful and reliable information that you Useful and reliable information that you 

can trustcan trust

… and finding it fast!… and finding it fast!



What are you looking for?What are you looking for?

TopicTopic--based informationbased information
Chemical informationChemical information
Legislation, legislative interpretationLegislation, legislative interpretation
Policies, procedures, guidelinesPolicies, procedures, guidelines
ResearchResearch
Advice, feedback, employment Advice, feedback, employment 
opportunitiesopportunities



Sources of InformationSources of Information

Search enginesSearch engines
DirectoriesDirectories
“Reliable web sites”“Reliable web sites”
Discussion groupsDiscussion groups



DirectoriesDirectories
DirectoriesDirectories

Listings by topic, compiled by humansListings by topic, compiled by humans
Main access is by browsing topicsMain access is by browsing topics
Some searching possible, but just site names Some searching possible, but just site names 
and some have brief descriptions and some have brief descriptions –– not not 
contentcontent



Types of DirectoriesTypes of Directories
general purpose directories organized by subject general purpose directories organized by subject 
provide access to Internet sites provide access to Internet sites --e.g. Yahoo! e.g. Yahoo! 
(www.yahoo.com), Open Directory ((www.yahoo.com), Open Directory (dmozdmoz.org).org)

H&SH&S--specific directories provide access to sites specific directories provide access to sites 
containing H&S informationcontaining H&S information

www.ccohs.ca/resources/www.ccohs.ca/resources/hshomehshome.html.html
www.www.oshweboshweb.me..me.tuttut..fifi







Reliable web sites…Reliable web sites…



http://www.http://www.canoshwebcanoshweb.org/en/.org/en/



http://www.http://www.hrsdchrsdc..gcgc.ca/en/home..ca/en/home.shtmlshtml







http://www.http://www.hchc--sc.sc.gcgc.ca/.ca/englishenglish/index.html/index.html



http://www.http://www.canadiancanadian--healthhealth--network.canetwork.ca





http://www.http://www.iwhiwh.on.ca.on.ca





http://www.http://www.wsibwsib.on.ca.on.ca







http://www.http://www.worksafebcworksafebc.com/.com/





http://www.http://www.ctrfctrf.ca/.ca/



http://www.caw.ca/http://www.caw.ca/whatwedowhatwedo/health&safety//health&safety/



http://www.http://www.cdccdc..govgov//azaz.do.do





http://www.http://www.cdccdc..govgov//nioshniosh/topics//topics/



http://www.http://www.cdccdc..govgov//nioshniosh/injury//injury/traumamvtraumamv.htm.htm
ll



http://www.http://www.oshaosha..govgov/SLTC/index.html/SLTC/index.html





http://www.http://www.ncbincbi..nlmnlm..nihnih..govgov//entrezentrez/query./query.fcgifcgi??





http://http://utcutc.dot..dot.govgov//



http://http://wzsafetywzsafety..tamutamu..eduedu//



http://ergo.human.http://ergo.human.cornellcornell..eduedu/default./default.htmhtm



http://ergo.human.http://ergo.human.cornellcornell..eduedu//cutoolscutools.html.html



http://www.http://www.ergowebergoweb.com/resources/.com/resources/





http://www.http://www.libertymutuallibertymutual.com/.com/



http://agency.http://agency.oshaosha..eueu..intint





http://http://oshweboshweb.me..me.tuttut..fifi/index.html/index.html



http://www.http://www.tuctuc.org..org.ukuk





http://http://safetylinesafetyline..wawa..govgov.au/.au/





http://www.ccohs.ca/http://www.ccohs.ca/





http://http://ccinfowebccinfoweb.ccohs.ca/.ccohs.ca/





Mailing ListsMailing Lists

EE--mail mail -- based discussion groupsbased discussion groups
UsesUses

Daily Conferencing with PeersDaily Conferencing with Peers
Problem SolvingProblem Solving
News on Hot IssuesNews on Hot Issues
Announcements of Internet information Announcements of Internet information 
sourcessources
Job postingsJob postings



Mailing Lists Mailing Lists 

HSHS--Canada Canada (CCOHS)(CCOHS)
SafetySafety (University of Vermont)(University of Vermont)
DOT, HazmatDOT, Hazmat--L (Colorado)L (Colorado)

&& thousands more to choose from....thousands more to choose from....



Mailing List ArchivesMailing List Archives

View all messages that have been sent View all messages that have been sent 
to a specific listto a specific list
Search by subjectSearch by subject
Generally available whether you Generally available whether you 
participate in the list or notparticipate in the list or not





Where to find other Where to find other 
discussion groups… discussion groups… 







Professional ConcernsProfessional Concerns

ReliableReliable
Is the resource accessible when you need it?Is the resource accessible when you need it?
AuthoritativeAuthoritative
Reasoned, verifiable information?Reasoned, verifiable information?
CurrentCurrent
Accurate Accurate 



Evaluating Web InformationEvaluating Web Information
Who wrote it?Who wrote it?
Who published it (web site, print publisher)?Who published it (web site, print publisher)?
Is there obvious bias?Is there obvious bias?
Are there referrals to other sources?Are there referrals to other sources?
Can the information be verified? (references, Can the information be verified? (references, 
contact info., etc.)contact info., etc.)
How current is it?How current is it?

((Johns Hopkins UniversityJohns Hopkins University))

http://milton.mse.jhu.edu:8001/research/education/net.html


Evaluating Information from Evaluating Information from 
Discussion GroupsDiscussion Groups

Very dependent on the type of questionVery dependent on the type of question
If you ask for advice or people’s If you ask for advice or people’s 
opinions, treat the responses as suchopinions, treat the responses as such
If someone makes a statement, verify it If someone makes a statement, verify it 
independently (e.g. what a specific independently (e.g. what a specific 
piece of legislation says, which issue of piece of legislation says, which issue of 
a journal a particular article appeared a journal a particular article appeared 
in)in)



Evaluating Information from Evaluating Information from 
Discussion Groups (cont’d)Discussion Groups (cont’d)

Is the author identifiableIs the author identifiable
Signature file on his/her message Signature file on his/her message ––
credentials, employmentcredentials, employment
Frequent contributor of good informationFrequent contributor of good information

Are statements publicly supported or Are statements publicly supported or 
refuted?refuted?



For more informationFor more information

http://www.ccohs.ca/http://www.ccohs.ca/
Flora SimpsonFlora Simpson

floras@ccohs.cafloras@ccohs.ca
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