
from DeHavilland

Department of Communications

Radio Propagation Laboratory

SPAR

COM DEV

Gandalf Technologies Ltd.

Vadeko International

Apollo Microwaves

Circtronics

Skywave Electronics

Pricedex Software

TELEMUS

to CALIAN

to Dialog & Southam (1994); became
Infomart Dialog Ltd. as a 50/50 joint venture

merged with Gandalf (late 80’s)

acquired by SR Telecom re-acquired from SR Telecom

re-acquired from REMEC 

Intellitech Canada to CGI Group

Diversitel Comm.

VISTAR Telecommunications

C-COM Satellite Systems

IP Unwired

Mobile Satellite Ventures

Comgate Engineering

IDON East

IDON Technologies

to REMEC (1997); became the 
Canadian subsidiary called REMEC 
Nanowave Technologies Inc.

to Alcatel Optronics U.K. (2002); Alcatel Optronics
Canada closed (operations transferred to the U.K.)

name change to e-Dispatch.com 
Wireless Data Inc. (1998)

to TELUS (2001); became part 
of TELUS Enterprise Solutions

to AirIQ (2001)

to Alcatel Optronics, a subsidiary of Alcatel
(2000); renamed Alcatel Optronics Canada

to IP Applications (2004);
(operations consolidated
inside IP Applications)

to RACAL Canada (1994) 

to Norcom Networks; 
(Narrowband became a
wholly-owned subsidiary)  

to Wireless Matrix (2001); (acquired 
Norcom Networks; In April 2003, 
Narrowband’s operations were 
amalgamated with Wireless Matrix)

to CryptoMetrics (2004); now called 
BioDentity Systems Corporation, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of CryptoMetrics Inc.

to Avensys (2003)

to C-Chip Technologies (2005);
Avensys acquired by C-Chip

to 3M (2002); now 
fully integrated into 3M

merged with Kipp & Zonen (1996);
Saskatoon operations later closed

to Norsat International (2000) 

to Cisco (2000)
(acquired Aironet)

to ltron (2002)

AstroCom Associates

Novra Technologies

Innovative Fibres

Stratos Global Fersht

Sierra Wireless Cypress Solutions

Motorola Wireless Data Systems

MDSI Mobile Data Solutions

InStep Mobile Communications

L3 Technology

WebTech Wireless

Vocantas

ITF Optical Technologies

Adaptive Antenna

BioDentity Systems

O/E LAND

Pronexus

BRAGG Photonics

NetCentric Technologies

Display Systems International

Terminal Systems International

to CALIAN (1990); now operates as 
SED Systems, a division of CALIAN Ltd.

Fleet  Aerospace acquires controlling interest in SED Systems in 1986

AgriSpace Technologies

Gandec Systems

Nanowave Technologies Nanowave Technologies

IDON Corporation

Infomart

QRL

Norpak

via MDA

NAUTEL
via EMI Cossar & Hermes

via RCA

DRTE

Electronics Laboratory

SEMCO

A.T. Schindler Communications

Semoptics

Ultimateast Data Comm.

Mobile Data International

RACE Technology

Precision Photomasque

InfoMagnetics Technologies

Canstar Communications Telesystems SLW

Hi Tech Canada

SED Systems Startco Engineering

via University of Saskatchewan

AIT

Acquired Intelligence

to Aironet Wireless
Communications

PIKA  Technologies

via B.E.L. Tronics
TRL Microwave Technology

Warden Systems

Triumph Solutions

Emphasis Wireless

Tsunami Solutions

Kalador Entertainment

Columbus Group Communications

LxSix Photonics

ISR Technologies

Strother Satellite

VCom (fka Wavecom Electronics)
Pakwa Engineering

Scientific Instrumentation

Compucable

SCI-TEC Instruments

Novametric Engineering 

to Chipworks (1996)

Fusion Microwave

RADARSAT International

Gandalf Mobile Systems (GMSI)

Apollo Microwaves

SpaceBridge

SkyWave Mobile Communications

Square Peg Communications Terrapin Communications

EMS Technologies

EMC Consulting

to Plaintree Systems (2000)to Plaintree Systems (2000)

to Canwest Global Communications (2000); now called 
FPinfomart.ca, a division of CanWest Interactive Inc.
to Canwest Global Communications (2000); now called 
FPinfomart.ca, a division of CanWest Interactive Inc.

to AGRA
to Cincinnati Microwave

EMS acquired majority ownership of CAL in 1993

acquired by CALIAN (1993);
part of CALIAN until 1997

acquired by Motorola in 1988

to Mitel (remote access business only)
to DecisionOne (1997) (services division only)

to SIGEM (1999)

to Advantech AMT (2005);
(operates as SpaceBridge,
an Advantech AMT company)

to TransCore (2004);
VISITAR, the wholly owned
subsidiary of NSI Global,
acquired by TransCore

to L-3 Communications (2001);
now called L-3 Communications 
SPAR Aerospace Limited

SPAR’s Montreal
operations acquired
(1998)

to DRS (2004): now operates as 
DRS Electronic Warfare and 
Network Systems (Canada) Ltd.

to Alouette Telecommunications (1992)
(operates as Telesat Canada)

(called Telesat Mobile when it was founded
in 1988; became known as TMI when it
became a wholly owned subsidiary of BCE Inc.)

name changes to ROUTES
ASTROEngineering

to BCE (1998) (operates 
as Telesat Canada)

to NSI Global (2001)

to MacDonald Dettwiler Robotics

to MacDonald Dettwiler and Associates Ltd.

Excalibur Systems

Tactical Technologies

Routes

Arcturus Engineering

TMI Communications

CAL

Miller Communications

Redifacts

Mitec Telecom

Communications
Research
Centre
Canada

Redline Communications

Spectrum Target Detection

Soft Tracks Enterprises

eMobile Data

Chalk & Wire Professional Development

SpectraWorks

TeraXion
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Narrowband Telecommunications Research

Telesat Canada

Petrie Telecommunications

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:
This 'family tree' shows the genealogy of high 
technology companies that had their principal origins in 
the Communications Research Centre (CRC) or its 
predecessor, the Defence Research Telecommunications 
Establishment (DRTE). The branches on the 'tree' refer 
to the sources of either their technology or their key 
people. The main criterion for source identification is 
based on the premise that the company would not have 
been formed if the technology or the people had not 
been involved at that particular point in time. It includes 
only new companies that were formed as a result of CRC 
or DRTE involvement as well as spin-offs from those 
companies. There are many other companies that have 
received technology and technical assistance from CRC 
and DRTE, but they are not included here unless such 
interaction resulted in the formation of new companies.

FAMILY TREE OF THE 
COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH CENTRE
An agency of Industry Canada, the Communications 
Research Centre Canada (CRC) is the federal 
government’s centre of excellence for communications 
R&D, providing independent advice for public policy 
purposes. In operation since the late 1940s, its mission 
is to advance innovation in Canada’s communications 
sector by engaging in industry partnerships and 
supporting small  and medium-sized high technology 
enterprises in the communications sector. Through 
these efforts, CRC has had a significant impact on the 
telecommunications sector across the country by 
stimulating the growth of new companies through its 
Innovation Centre, spin-offs and technology transfer.

Originating government labs or departments

Direct or indirect spin-off of CRC


