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Dear Ms. Bourgen

Thank vou for the opportunity to provide comments on the 2004 Progress:Report of the
US-Canada bilateral Air Quality Comrrutcee, prepared under the Canada-Untted States Aur
Quality Agrecment. The Great Lakes Comrmssion is fullv supporave of this effort to
improve emission fmonitonng, share scientific tnformancn and addtess other commimments
under the Agreement.

The Great Lakes Commission staff has reviewed the progress report and otfer a couple
comments for vour consideration.

The Great Lakes Commission works with the Great Lakes states and Ontane 1o corapile a
mula-jurisdichonal air toxics emussions mwventory, targeung 213 pellutants and including all
of the 188 hazardous air pollutants idendfied in the U.S. Clean Air Act. This inventory
ncludes ermissions from peint, area, on-road mobile and off-road mobue enussion sources,
The data gathered from each jurisdiction 1s subject to consistent compilation and
calculation methods and may be a valuable source of volatile organic compound (VOC;
emissions data for funure reporting acuvities. Among important VOC ozone precursors
included 11 the inveniory are hexane, stvrene, benzene, toluene, xviene, ethylbenzene,
formaldehyde, acetaldehyde, propionaldehyde and acrolemn. This inventory has a imgher
spatial and temporal rescluuen than other inventories, such.as the U.S. Toxic Release
Inventory {TRI) and National Ernissions Inventory (NEI}. We would be pleased to work
with the Aur Quality Commirtee and any appropriate partners to facditate use of this
informauon i furure repotts or assessments.

The report does not address any progress with persistent biocumulative toxics (PBT)
substances, such as mercury and other metals; dioxins and furans; chlorinated and
brominated organic comnpounds; and polycyelic aromanc hydrocarbons. Many of these
substances, although of greatest concern tn aquatic ecosystems and through fish
consumpton, are emitted primarily to the aimosphere and can be transported across
Neorth Amernca.  These substances are clearly within the defimuons of “air polluton™ and
“transboundary air polludon” contained in Arncle T of the Agreement; and are, therefore,
subject to the general objectuve of the Agreement. “to control transboundary awr poliurion
between the two countries.”



Past reports have included discussions on persistent toxic substances as part of continental/regional issues, and the
Board has recommended that implementation of the Great Lakes Binational Toxics Strategy be reviewed. While the
current Agreement does not include these substances, they could be considered subject 10 the Assessment,
Notification and Minganon; Scientific and Technical Actvities and Economic Research; and Exchange of
Information programs spectfied under Articles V-VII In partcular, the language m Annex 2 is sufficient to include
assessment of emissions, morutoring and modeling of persistent toxics with regard to their adverse effects on aguatic
ecosystems and human health.

Although there are many binadonal programs that target these substances, 2 need remains for emissions inventories,
monttoring programs and modeling efforts 1 this area. Furure reports should mclude specific mention of programs
undertaken and progress being made regarding armospheric transport and deposttion of persistent toxic substances.

In addidon, the parties should consider including specitic objectives and actions regarding these substances when the
Apreement 13 revised,

Thank you again for the oppormntty to comment on the 2004 Report. Please contace Kevin Yam at 724-971-9135 or
kyam@gle.org «f vou have any questons.

Sincerely,

Il Lol

Michael J. Donahue, Ph. D,
President / CEQO



