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Questions for the GLWQA review 
 
This series of questions has been taken from The GLWQA Workbook, a publication 
designed to support participation in the public meetings and online events that the 
International Joint Commission is holding to seek the public’s views on the review of 
the Agreement. You can download a copy of the entire workbook at 
www.ijc.org/glconsultations 
 
The questions 
 
Expectations 
 
What are the issues in your part of the basin and in the Great Lakes ecosystem as a 
whole that you want to see addressed? 

• Are you concerned about the quality of groundwater and surface water near 
where you live? If so, what concerns you? 

• Do you have concerns about other components of the Great Lakes–St. 
Lawrence River ecosystem? If so, what are they? 

• Is government action required to address your concerns? If so, which level of 
government should that be—municipal, state or provincial, federal, or 
international? 

 
Effectiveness 
 
Is the Agreement effective in restoring and maintaining the waters of the Great 
Lakes basin ecosystem? 

• Is the Agreement helping to restore and maintain the chemical, physical and 
biological integrity of the Great Lakes? If not, why not? 

• In which situations does the Agreement succeed or fall short? Which parts of 
the Agreement have worked well and which have not? 

• What do you think about how governments have been implementing the 
Agreement? Is there anything else they could or should be doing? 

 
Scope 
 
Does the Agreement deal with everything it should? 

• Are the purpose and scope of the Agreement appropriate for 2006 and 
beyond? If not, how should they be expanded or limited in a revised 
Agreement. 

• Are parts of the Agreement out of date? If so, what are they and should they 
be revised or deleted? 

• Does the Agreement address all critical issues? If not, what is missing and 
what are the most important two or three of these? 
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Public engagement 
 
How should the public be involved in the review and implementation of the 
Agreement? 

• Is the public sufficiently informed about programs and progress to achieve the 
goals of the Agreement? What approaches have worked well and what other 
techniques could be used? 

• Has there been sufficient engagement by the public in carrying out the 
Agreement’s goals and actions? How could it be improved? 

• Are there examples of how the public has been involved that could serve as a 
model in the Great Lakes–St. Lawrence River basin? 

 
 

You can submit your comments to the International Joint Commission in 
many ways. For more information,  
 
Visit the website:  www.ijc.org/glconsultations 
 
Call toll-free:   1 866 813-0642 
 
Send an e-mail:  gl@windsor.ijc.org 
 
Write:  

International Joint Commission 
Great Lakes Regional Office 

100 Ouellette Ave., 8th 
Floor 
Windsor, ON N9A 6T3 
Canada 

P.O. Box 32869 
Detroit, MI 48232 
U.S.A. 

 
Deadline:   Midnight, November 30, 2005 
 
 


