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Welcome to the
Legislative Assembly
of Alberta

TTHHEE  2266TTHH  LLEEGGIISSLLAATTUURREE
SSEECCOONNDD  SSEESSSSIIOONN

The Legislative Assembly is the focal

point of our democratic process. It is where

laws are passed, policies approved and

programs developed, all of which affect our

way of life in Alberta.

There are 83 Members of the Legislative

Assembly.They belong to political parties, and

each represents a different constituency.

Following an election the leader of a party

having the most seats in the Assembly

becomes the Premier and forms a

government by choosing a cabinet from

among the MLAs in that party. Each cabinet

minister is responsible for a government

department.

The elected Members from other parties

form the opposition.Their job is to serve as a

check on the government, criticizing and

suggesting alternatives to its policies.The

opposition party with the most seats is called

the Official Opposition.

Some common terms used in the

Assembly are defined on the back of this

leaflet. Sources of other information about

the legislative process are also listed there.

Greet ings  f rom the

Member s of  the

Leg is la t ive Assembly of

Alber ta . We hope your

v i s i t  wi l l  be an

en joyable one .

For your conven ience

th i s  brochure conta ins  a

seat ing p lan for  the

Leg is la t ive Assembly as

wel l  as  a  g lossar y of

commonly used terms .

Some terms used in the Assembly

BBiillll  --  A proposed law.To become law, a
Bill must pass three readings, committee
study and be given Royal Assent.

BBllaacckk  RRoodd  -- A ceremonial baton the
Sergeant-at-Arms uses when
accompanying the Lieutenant Governor
on such occasions as Royal Assent or
the Speech from the Throne.

CCaabbiinneett  ((EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoouunncciill))  -- The
heads of government departments, led
by the Premier and chosen from the
elected members of the party holding
the majority of seats in the Assembly.

CCaabbiinneett  MMiinniisstteerr  -- A  member of the
cabinet, the head of a government
department.

CCaauuccuuss  -- All of the elected members
from one party, a private meeting of
this group.

CChhaammbbeerr  -- The room where the
Legislative Assembly holds its sittings.

CClleerrkk  --  The chief permanent officer
responsible for keeping the Assembly's
records and providing procedural advice
and administrative support to the
Speaker and Members.

CCoommmmiitttteeee  ooff  SSuuppppllyy  -- A committee of
all Members of the Legislative Assembly
which meets to discuss the
government’s budget estimates in detail.

CCoommmmiitttteeee  ooff  tthhee  WWhhoollee  -- A
committee of all Members of the
Legislative Assembly which meets to
discuss Bills in detail.

EEssttiimmaatteess  --  The government’s
proposed expenditures for each
government department.

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  --  In the parliamentary
sense, the cabinet (Executive Council),
headed by the Premier.

HHaannssaarrdd -- The official, verbatim record
of parliamentary debates and
proceedings.

HHoouussee  -- The Legislative Assembly; also
used to refer to the Chamber.

LLeeggiissllaattiivvee  AAsssseemmbbllyy  -- A lawmaking
body of elected representatives
sometimes called the House.
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Please direct questions about the
Legislative Assembly to:
Communications Services
Clerk’s Office
801 Legislature Annex
Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 1E4
(780) 427-2826

Visit our website at
wwwwww..aasssseemmbbllyy..aabb..ccaa  for
information about the Legislative
Assembly. Check out our
searchable databases for Hansard
and Bills and Amendments.

TToouurrss

Legislature Building tours are free
and begin at the Interpretive
Centre and Gift Shop in the
Legislature pedway just north of
the fountains.The Interpretive
Centre highlights the history of
the Legislature Building and
Alberta’s parliamentary traditions
while the gift shop offers quality
Alberta crafts and souvenirs.

IInntteerrpprreettiivvee  CCeennttrree  hhoouurrss
OOccttoobbeerr  1166  ttoo  AApprriill  3300

Monday to Friday 9 - 4:30
Tours on the hour from 9 - 3
Sat/Sun & holidays 12 - 5
Tours on the hour from 12 - 4

MMaayy  11  ttoo  OOccttoobbeerr  1155

Monday to Friday 8:30 - 5
Sat/Sun & Holidays 9 - 5
Tours on the hour from  9 - 12
Every half hour from 12:30 - 4

Closed Christmas Day, New Year’s
Day and Good Friday.

For information on educational
programs or to book a tour for a
group of 12 or more, please
phone (780) 427-7362. If you are
calling from outside Edmonton,
dial the Government RITE line at
310-0000 and enter the 10-digit
number.

SSeessssiioonn is open to the Public
(Galleries open 1/2 hour prior to
each sitting)

AAfftteerrnnoooonnss

Monday - Thursday 1:30 - 5:30
EEvveenniinnggss

Monday - Wednesday 8 - 10

For further information or to
book a group seating, contact
Visitor Services (780) 427-7362.

WWhhaatt  ttoo  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  aarree
vviissiittiinngg  tthhee  ggaalllleerriieess

Please remember that there are certain

customs you must observe to ensure that

your elected representatives can do their

work without disturbances:

• Please enter and leave the galleries 

as quietly as possible.

• Please do not applaud or talk out loud.

• Briefcases, parcels, signs, banners or other

objects are not permitted in the galleries.

• You may not smoke, eat or drink in the  

galleries.

• Each day’s proceedings start with the 

Speaker’s procession, led by the 

Sergeant-at-Arms bearing the Mace.

Upon entering the Chamber, the 

Sergeant-at-Arms calls, “Order, order! Mr.

Speaker.” At this point please rise and 

remain standing until the Speaker has 

read the daily prayer.

• Should the Speaker stand at any time,

please remain in place until he is seated.

LLiieeuutteennaanntt  GGoovveerrnnoorr  -- The
representative of the monarch and
formal head of state.

MMLLAA  -- Member of the Legislative
Assembly, one of the 83 elected
representatives.

MMaaccee  --  The ceremonial staff carried into
the Assembly each day before the
sitting begins. It symbolizes the authority
of the Legislative Assembly.

OOppppoossiittiioonn  --  MLAs belonging to parties
other than the governing party. In the
House they sit opposite the cabinet and
serve as critics of government policies.

PPrreemmiieerr  --  The leader of the party
holding the most seats in the Legislative
Assembly.

PPrriivvaattee  MMeemmbbeerr  -- Any MLA who is not
in the cabinet.

RReeaaddiinnggss  --  Three stages of a Bill.The Bill
is introduced at first reading and may be
debated at second and third readings.

RRooyyaall  AAsssseenntt  -- A ceremony in which
the monarch’s representative, the
Lieutenant Governor, gives final approval
to a Bill.

SSeerrggeeaanntt--aatt--AArrmmss  -- Legislative Assembly
officer in charge of the security of the
House and MLAs; also has custody of
the Mace and the Black Rod.

SSeessssiioonn  -- A series of meetings of the
Legislative Assembly opened by Royal
Proclamation and closed by cabinet
order.When the session is divided into
spring and fall periods, these periods are
called sittings, as are the daily meetings
of the Assembly.

SSppeeaakkeerr  --  An MLA elected by all other
MLAs to maintain order in the House in
an impartial manner.

SSppeeeecchh  ffrroomm  tthhee  TThhrroonnee  -- The speech
delivered by the Lieutenant Governor
which opens each new session and
outlines the government’s proposed
spending and lawmaking plans for the
session.

Hon. Kenneth R. Kowalski

Speaker

Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock

August 24, 2006



Ray Danyluk
Lac La Biche-St. Paul

Ray Prins
Lacombe-Ponoka

Hector Goudreau
Dunvegan-Central Peace

Hon. George VanderBurg
Whitecourt-Ste. Anne

Minister of Government Services,
Acting Minister of Innovation and Science

Lloyd Snelgrove
Vermilion-Lloydminster

Carol Haley
Airdrie-Chestermere

Hon. Guy Boutilier
Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo

Minister of Environment

Hon. Greg Melchin
Calgary-North West
Minister of Energy

Hon. Doug Horner
Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St. Albert
Minister of Agriculture, Food and

Rural Development

Len Webber
Calgary-Foothills

Cindy Ady
Calgary-Shaw

Hung Pham
Calgary-Montrose

Richard Magnus
Calgary-North Hill

Ivan Strang
West Yellowhead

Government Deputy Whip

Doug Griffiths
Battle River-Wainwright

Wayne Cao
Calgary-Fort

Alana DeLong
Calgary-Bow

Hon. Barry McFarland
Little Bow

Associate Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation/Capital Planning

Dave Rodney
Calgary-Lougheed

Thomas Lukaszuk
Edmonton-Castle Downs

Moe Amery
Calgary-East

Ron Liepert
Calgary-West

Rob Lougheed
Strathcona

Janis Tarchuk
Banff-Cochrane

Hon. Denis Herard
Calgary-Egmont

Minister of Advanced Education

Mary Anne Jablonski
Red Deer-North

Hon. Rob Renner
Medicine Hat

Minister of Municipal Affairs
Deputy Government House Leader

Hon. Harvey Cenaiko
Calgary-Buffalo
Solicitor General

Minister of Public Security

Hon. Yvonne Fritz
Calgary-Cross

Minister of Seniors and Community
Supports

Hon. Denis Ducharme
Bonnyville-Cold Lake

Minister of Community
Development

Mel Knight
Grande Prairie-Smoky

Government Whip

Hon. Heather Forsyth
Calgary-Fish Creek

Minister of Children’s Services

Hon. Ty Lund
Rocky Mountain House

Minister of Infrastructure and
Transportation

Hon. Gord Graydon
Grande Prairie-Wapiti
Minister of Gaming

Hon. Luke Ouellette
Innisfail-Sylvan Lake

Minister of Restructuring and
Government Efficiency

Hon. Gary Mar
Calgary-Mackay

Minister of International and
Intergovernmental Relations

Ed Stelmach
Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville

Hon. Iris Evans
Sherwood Park

Minister of Health and Wellness

Hon. Gene Zwozdesky
Edmonton-Mill Creek
Minister of Education

Government House Leader

Hon. Shirley McClellan
Drumheller-Stettler

Deputy Premier
Minister of Finance

Hon. Ralph Klein
Calgary-Elbow

Premier

Dave Hancock
Edmonton-Whitemud

Hon. Ron Stevens
Calgary-Glenmore

Min. of Justice and Attorney General
Deputy Government House Leader

Hon. Clint Dunford
Lethbridge-West

Minister of Economic Development

Hon. David Coutts
Livingstone-Macleod

Minister of Sustainable Resource
Development

Hon. Pearl Calahasen
Lesser Slave Lake

Minister of Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development

Lyle Oberg
Strathmore-Brooks

Hon. Mike Cardinal
Athabasca-Redwater

Minister of Human Resources 
and Employment

Victor Doerksen
Red Deer-South

Alberta Progressive Conservatives

Neil Brown
Calgary-Nose Hill

Shiraz Shariff
Calgary-McCall

Deputy Chair of Committees

Len Mitzel
Cypress-Medicine Hat

Richard Marz
Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills

Deputy Speaker
Chair of Committees

LeRoy Johnson
Wetaskiwin-Camrose

Tony Abbott
Drayton Valley-Calmar

Fred Lindsay
Stony Plain

George Rogers
Leduc-Beaumont-Devon

Frank Oberle
Peace River

Bill Bonko
Edmonton-Decore

Mo Elsalhy
Edmonton-McClung

Ted Morton
Foothills-Rocky View

Paul Hinman
Cardston-Taber-Warner

David Eggen
Edmonton-Calder

ND Opposition Whip

George Groeneveld
Highwood

David Swann
Calgary-Mountain View

Maurice Tougas
Edmonton-Meadowlark

Dan Backs
Edmonton-Manning

Art Johnston
Calgary-Hays

Bharat Agnihotri
Edmonton-Ellerslie

Raj Pannu
Edmonton-Strathcona

Hugh MacDonald
Edmonton-Gold Bar

Rick Miller
Edmonton-Rutherford

Official Opposition Whip

Harry B. Chase
Calgary-Varsity

Laurie Blakeman
Edmonton-Centre
Official Opposition 

House Leader

Bruce Miller
Edmonton-Glenora
Official Opposition 

Deputy Whip

Weslyn Mather
Edmonton-Mill Woods

Bridget Pastoor
Lethbridge-East

Kevin Taft
Edmonton-Riverview

Leader of the Official Opposition

Dave Taylor
Calgary-Currie

Deputy Leader of the 
Official Opposition

Jack Flaherty
St. Albert

Ray Martin
Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview
ND Opposition House Leader

Brian Mason
Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood
Leader of the ND Opposition 

Alberta Progressive Conservatives

Alberta Liberals

Alberta New Democrats

Assembly Table

Mace

W.J. David McNeil
Clerk

Louise J. Kamuchik
Clerk Assistant/

Director of House Services

Micheline S. Orydzuk
Clerk of Journals/Table Research

Robert H. Reynolds, Q.C.
Senior Parliamentary Counsel

Shannon Dean
Senior Parliamentary Counsel

Tan McAra
Sessional Parliamentary Counsel

Seating Plan
of the

Legislative
Assembly of

Alberta

26th Legislature
Second Session

Brian G. Hodgson
Sergeant-at-Arms

J. Ed Richard
William C. Semple

Assistant Sergeants-at-Arms

Bar

Hon. Ken Kowalski
Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock

Speaker

Alberta Alliance


