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dream?

the invention of the wheel changed the world we live 
in. so did the industrial revolution. the life sciences have 

the potential to do the same thing. recent scientific 

discoveries have dramatically increased our ability to develop new 

knowledge and innovations in the life sciences. we continue to 

accomplish things we've never done before. diabetics are being freed 

of regular insulin injections. disease resistant crops are enabling farmers 

to grow higher volumes of safe, nutritious food. with progress like this, 

the life sciences are expected to change our world more in the next 50 

years than electronics technology has in the last 50 years.
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Agriculture, energy, forestry, health, and information and 

communications technology are all important parts of 

Alberta's economy.  Although each of these sectors has its 

own unique strengths, the life sciences will unite them by 

building on aspects of each of them to create a whole that is 

much stronger than its parts.  

Sustainability is key to Alberta's future, and the life sciences 

will create opportunities for the province to establish a 

broader, more diversified economy. Our increasing knowledge 

of living things will enable us to create better health care, 

more nutritious food, a healthier environment, alternative 

energy sources, a stronger forestry industry, more jobs and a 

stronger economy.

the importance of the life sciences

aa

They encompass everything from agriculture and forestry, 

to genetic research and health care. They encompass our 

developing knowledge of living organisms and our use of that 

knowledge to improve our lives.

The life sciences hold the promise of curing diseases that 

have been around for centuries. They can help repair 

environmental damage. They can improve the quality and 

quantity of food produced in the province.

And Alberta has a chance to be a responsible leader on the 

global life sciences front, creating lasting economic, social 

and scientific benefits for our province, and a secure future 

for generations of Albertans to come.

the life sciences involve anything
to do with biology



the  

The strategy has five main goals that will create 

a framework from which we can build.  

GOAL 1: establish alberta as a leader in strategic 

areas of life sciences research, development and 

industry innovation.

GOAL 2: build life sciences research capacity and 

excellence in the province.

GOAL 3: ensure a progressive, innovative business 

climate to foster and sustain industry innovation 

and growth in the life sciences.

GOAL 4: harmonize the development of the life 

sciences with the goals of albertans.

GOAL 5: develop, attract and retain high-quality 

people in the life sciences.

plan
for Alberta

Life Sciences Action Plan

The detailed action plan is available in the full strategy at 
www.innovation.gov.ab.ca 

	 These are the initial actions to implement the strategy and 
	 set the long-term direction for life sciences in Alberta:

	 	 Establish the Alberta Life Sciences Alliance  (Goal 1) 

	 	 Establish partnerships to promote research and industry capabilities 
	 	 (Goal 3) 
 
	 	 Encourage postsecondary institutions to revise curricula 
	 	 as necessary  (Goal 5)
 
	 	 Encourage postsecondary institutions to explore additional 	 			
	 	 opportunities for co-op and internship programs 
	 	 (Goal 5)
	
	 	 Develop and implement infrastructure plan  (Goal 2)

	 	 Establish an International Council on Life Sciences  (Goal 1) 

	 	 Develop and implement human resources plan  (Goal 5)

	 	 Establish five research networks on biomaterials, bioenergy, 
	 	 health, nutrition, and environment and climate change  
	 	 (Goal 2)

	 These are ongoing actions that will ensure a strong 
	 life sciences sector in Alberta:

	 	 Stimulate and coordinate development in functional genomics 
	 	 and proteomics, informatics, biodiversity and nanobiology 
	 	 (Goal 2)

	 	 Increase strategic funding for life sciences research  (Goal 2)

	 	 Stimulate investment  (Goal 3) 

	 	 Increase intellectual exchange  (Goal 3) 

	 	 Increase magnitude and scope of public engagement in 
	 	 the life sciences  (Goal 4) 

	 	 Increase capacity to analyze impact of technologies on quality of life  
	 	 (Goal 4)



the  

alberta has a strong life sciences community. we've earned a world-class reputation 

through the success of projects funded by the alberta heritage foundation for medical research. alberta 

ingenuity is also supporting life sciences activities, as are the research institutes for agriculture, forestry and 

energy. work in the life sciences is also happening at research universities in calgary, edmonton and lethbridge, 

the alberta research council, and in industry and numerous other private and public organizations.

future
is ours to imagine

building on the success 
of the life sciences community

is a logical step for alberta

Our investment decisions today will affect the 

future of the province, in terms of economic 

growth, job creation and sustainable prosperity. 

By building on our existing strengths  in the life 

sciences, which include...

· 	a world-renowned medical research community 

·	agricultural, environmental and forestry

 	 research and development excellence, and 

·	the capacity to produce safe, high-quality crops

 	 and bioproducts, to name just a few

...we can create new opportunities for the 

province. We can improve how we produce the 

food we eat, how we prevent and treat illnesses, 

how we harvest our forests and manage our water 

supply, and how we power our cities. Some of the 

greatest opportunities will occur where research in 

one field can help advance discoveries in another.



why  

chooseAlberta?
people are drawn to prosperous alberta for many reasons. long known for being a 

leader in medicine, energy and agriculture, alberta is now also becoming a centre for the knowledge industries 

that make up the life sciences. alberta's strong research and development capacity in health, agriculture, forestry, 

energy and the environment are supported through increasing excellence in biotechnology, nanotechnology, and 

information and communications technology

Alberta offers an unsurpassed quality of life, rich and diverse natural and cultural environments, and a wealth of 

personal and business opportunities. these riches, combined with a healthy environment for innovation, make 

alberta an excellent location for developing life sciences opportunities.

There's only room for a limited number of centres of

life sciences excellence to emerge around the world. 

Many of these are already in place, and the gap is closing 

for others to find their niche in this emerging area. 

Through the Life Sciences Strategy, Alberta has

chosen to become a significant centre of life sciences 

excellence. The province has an active life sciences 

research and development community with many 

strengths, and we continue to look for opportunities 

to capitalize on those strengths. 

Implementing this long-term strategy requires a

commitment from all of us. Success cannot be achieved 

by one sector in isolation. All partners -- public, private 

and academic -- must work together and make a long-

term commitment to the future of the province. 

Together, we can ensure the safe, responsible use of 

the life sciences will improve the lives of people not 

only in Alberta, but also around the world.

the race is on


