ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT ACT

Fuel Conversion Approval Process

| ntroduction

Thisfact sheet explains Alberta Environment’ sprocess
for gpproving the conversion of anindustria plant to
runon cod or other fuel instead of natural gas.

AlbertaEnvironment regulatesawide range of
indugtrid facilitiesin the provinceunder Alberta's
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act.
Thisismaost commonly done through an environmental
gpproval.

Environmental Approvals

Environmental approvalsare designed to ensurethe
environment isprotected from afacility’ soperations.
Theapprova setsout conditionsfor afacility’s
operations, including emission limitsand the type of
monitoring thefacility must conduct.

Any proposed mgjor change at afacility requiresan
amendment to thefacility’ sapproval. Thisincludes
converting aplant to run on coa or other fuel instead
of naturd gas.

Amending an Approval

Only AlbertaEnvironment can amend an approval. A
plant that wantsto amend its approval to use coal or
other fuelsinstead of natural gasmust apply tothe
department for an amendment.

Before deciding whether or not to amend the
approvd, AlbertaEnvironment must first determine
what the potential effect of the changein fuelswill be
ontheenvironment. Thisinvolvesan environmenta
review.

Environmental Review

AlbertaEnvironment’ senvironmenta reviewsensure
the department hastheinformation and detailsit needs
to determineaconversion’ spotentia effectsonthe
environment. Thestepsinvolvedinthereview
process and thelength of timeit takes are determined
by how much information the department needs.

Alberta senvironmenta reviewsare open and they
providefor full public participation, including public
notification and opportunitiesto comment.

Thereview processfor astuation wherethe effects
are easy to determinewill be smpler than the process
for asituation wherethe effectsaremoredifficult to
determine. In caseswheretheeffectsare especialy
difficult to determine, the department may ask the
plant for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
report.

Environmental | mpact
Assessment (EIA) reports

An EIA isthe most comprehensiveinformation-
gathering tool AlbertaEnvironment hasat itsdisposal.
Thereport looksat all aspectsof potential
environmenta effectsarisng fromtheproject andis
prepared by the plant asking for the amendment.

Theneedfor an EIA isdetermined by the Director,
Regulatory Assurance Division.
TheDirector’sdecisionisbased onthesizeand
nature of theissuesinvolvedin determining the
converson’ senvironmentd effects. The Director can
request information from the public, industry and other
government agenciesto help decide whether or not an

ElA isnecessary.
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Al pena’ s EIA process, like other envi ronmental Need moreinformation?
reviews, isaprocessthat allowsfor full public _ _ _
participation. It tooincludespublic notification and Further information about Albertal senvironmental
opportunitiesto comment. assessment process and how it may relateto you can
be obtained from the department’ swebsite at

The stepsin theregul atory processareset outin www.gov.ab.calenv, or by contecting usat the
Appendix | and 11 of thisfact sheet. following:

Regulatory Assurance Divison

AlbertaEnvironment

15th Hoor, OxbridgePlace

9820 - 106 Street

Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2J6

Phone: (780) 427-5828
Fax:  (780) 427-1594
E-mal: environmenta .assessment@gov.ab.ca

Any person may, during normal businesshours,
examineinformation contained in the public Register of
Environmenta Assessment Information and may obtain
one copy of any register document, free of charge.
The Register containsinformation on projectsthat are
currently undergoing the environmental assessment
process.

For information about approvals, contact the nearest
AlbertaEnvironment regiond office (see Appendix 111).
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PROPOSED ACTIVITY

1 Alberta’'s

S — Environmental
v v Assessment Process
MANDATORY NON
ACTIVITIES MANDATORY
+ + PUBLIC NOTICE OF DECISION
EXEMPT SCREENING > TO SCREEN PROJECT

v

SCREENING REPORT <

DECISION
vV v
NO EIA EIA

;

> PREPARATION OF PROPOSED TERMS OF 4—» PROPOSED TERM S OF REFERENCE
REFERENCE MADE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INPUT

y

DIRECTOR ISSUES FINAL TERMS OF '
REFERENCE

¢ EIA REPORT AVAILABLE

SUBMISSION OF EIA REPORT TO
DIRECTOR _> FOR PUBLIC REVIEW

v

TECHNICAL REVIEW OF EIA REPORT

v

DIRECTOR DETERMINES EIA REPORT IS
COMPLETE

v

PUBLIC INTEREST DECISION ‘

v

; REGULATORY APPROVAL PROCESS

TERMS OF REFERENCE MADE PUBLIC




ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT ACT

APPENDIX |11

Regional Approval Contacts
Alberta Environment

Northwest Boreal Region Northeast Boreal Region
Approvals Manager Approvals Manager

2 FHoor, Provincid Building 111 TwinAtria

9621 —96 Avenue 4999 — 98 Avenue
PeaceRiver T8S1T4 Edmonton T6B 2X3
Phone: (780)624-6126 Phone: (780)427-7617
Northern East Slopes Region Parkland Region
Approvals Manager Approvals Manager

107 Provincid Building 3“Hoor Provincia Building
111 -54 Avenue 4920 — 51 Street

Edson T7TE1T2 Red Deer T4N 6K8
Phone: (780)723-8370 Phone: (403)340-7052
Bow Region Prairie Region
Approvals Manager Approvals Manager

2" Floor, Deerfoot Square 3“Hoor, Provincid Building
2938 — 11 Street NE 200—-5Avenue S

Cagay T2E7L7 Lethbridge T1J4L1
Phone: (403)297-7602 Phone: (403)381-5322
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