Facts and Information about the

Hepatitis B Immunization Program
in your child's grade this year



Dear Parent/Guardian,

Each vear, Alberta Health and Wellness, with the
reginnal health authorities, affers a program to
provide hepatitis B vacoine o all students m Grade
five. Most other provinces in Canada alio offer
hepatits B vaccine to students in elermeantary schoal

Hepatitis B I8 a virus that attacks the liver. It can
cause parmanent liver damage and scarmng, and in
some cases, even daath, It is the number cne cause
of lver cancer in the warld

Hepatitis B immunization involves & series of
injections given by a public health nurse at your
childs schoal. With your permission, your child wall
fecaive thiee separate INPECTEONS Qe & She-MGnTn
periad during the schoal year

How can hepatitis B spread?

It & uncommon for a chidd o cantract hepatitis B.

Howsever exposume of a child 1o blaod or discarded
needles in a schood yvard: or playground is passible,
Hepatitis B can be spread by contact with blood or
oodily furdds of an infected person. &bout half the
people wha catch hepatitis B never feel sick and can
spread the disease without knowing i, In Alberta,
many nevw cases are the result of sexual relations with
an infected persan. In most cases, no ohwigus solirce
gl infection can be foung, Hepatitis B can alsa be
soread by injection dreg usa. Aninfacted mother may
also pass the disease 1o a neswborn during birth

Why offer hepatitis B vaccine
to my child?

Ir Alberta, most new cases occur in young
adulthood. Imminization is being offered 1o students in
grade five fo ensure they are protected well befare
they become adults;

How can | be sure the vaccine is safe?

Hepatitis B vaccine 5.one of the safest vaccines
used today. It has been in Canada for aver 10 years,
hare than 30 million doses have been given world-
wide with mo sericus effects, Hepatitis B vaccine dags
nat contain blood aroducts or lving vinses,

Will my child suffer serious
side effects?

Hepatitis B vaccing usually has na sde effects. Your
child may, however, experence minar reactians such
a5 recness, warmih or swelling at the mechon sife,
tiredness or skaht fever lasting cne or two davs

hore serious rmachons such &5 allergic respanses,
severs pain of swelling are very rare and shauld be
reparied to wour public health nurse or family doctor
The risk from this waccing is far less than the risk from
hepatitis B disease




PLEASE 5IGN AND RETURN
THE ENTIRE YELLOW CONSENT FORM
TO SCHOOL.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE

If wour child has & fever or iliness ether than a
minge celd, the public health nurss will deday the
hepatitis B vaccine, For more information on hepatitis
B, call wour public health nurse in paur regicn,

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN
THE CONSENT FORM TO SCHOOL.

& complete record of your child's hepativs B
imrmynization will be sent to vou after the seres of
three injections is cormplated.

FACTS ABOUT HEPATITIS B
Tre rumber of mew hapatitis B cases have baen

ircreasing steadily since 1380 acroi Canada,

» Symptams includs tiredress, fever, loss of apoetita,
vellowy skin and eves fjaunde).

» Symptams may last for weeks and manths.

*  hdost people with bepatitis B do rot know they
have it,

s Dince wou have Hepatitis B, thare ara na drugs 1o
treat it

¢ hiost people recover from the dissase. However,
up ta 10% of pecple who get hepatites B becorre
carrers, This means they can develop permanent
liver damange or even liver Cancer,

* 705 not spread Dy sneezing, couahing, hugging ar
using the same dishes or cutlary.
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Hepatitis B Request for Hepatitis B Immunization

Immunization Record Siudent
Chiled’s Health Care Mumber
Mame Parent/Guardian Phone Number
Srhm Classromm
Birth MNate

Any knenwen allergies: Oyes Ono
It yes, please list:

1.
| v ressl O Rad explained i0ome the information abost B veocires, and 1 believs | esdisstand i
H- Ewrecdies, ks, and side-effecis. | have kad the opporamnity o ask geestions. that have been arsvered o
miny walisban tin. | regp rhe & Al i Iﬂ!ilﬂtrﬂlﬁ_’ﬂ__dg
3. [rate Signaline

This consent & valid fur twd vears undess canoelbad,

Please return the entire yellow form to My child has already received hepatitis B vaccine on these dates;
the school, This portion will be returned #1. #2. W3,
o you after the series is completed. [hates Sigrature




