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Message from the Integrated Resource

Management Implementation Committee Chair

On March 28, 1999, the government of Alberta released the policy Alberta’s Commitment to Sustainable
Resource and Environmental Management. 1am pleased to be involved with the implementation of this policy,
which will form the cornerstone of the province’s natural resource management approach into the next century.

As the chair of the Integrated Resource Management Implementation Committee (IRMIC), I am directly
accountable to the Sustainable Development Coordinating Council to put this policy into action.

One of the first actions of the IRMIC was the creation of the Integrated Resource Management Division within
Alberta Environment. This division’s mandate is to focus the efforts of four key Alberta government
departments, which include Agriculture, Food and Rural Development; Economic Development; Resource
Development; and Environment.

This is the first Annual Report on the Implementation of Alberta’s Commitment to Sustainable Resource and
Environmental Management, for submission to the Sustainable Development Coordinating Council. Of
particular importance during the year was the completion of the following:

*  Regional Sustainable Development Strategy for the Athabasca Oil Sands Area;
+ initiation of the Northern East Slopes Sustainable Resource and Environmental Strategy; and
* initiation of the Integrated Landscape Management process through the Alberta Chamber of Resources.

In the coming years, we will maintain our focus on implementing the commitment to sustainable resource and
environmental management on a cross-department basis.

[ am very pleased with the rapid response of companies and government agencies as they work cooperatively

toward integration at the operational and policy level.
W—«aﬂ

C.J. Henderson
Chair
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Introduction

This is the first Annual Report on the
Implementation of Alberta’s Commitment to
Sustainable Resource and Environmental
Management.

In 1999, the Alberta Government identified
Integrated Resource Management (IRM) as one of
the mechanisms to implement the above-mentioned
policy. Four government departments (Agriculture,
Food and Rural Development; Economic
Development; Resource Development; and
Environment) are charged with incorporating IRM
into their business.

For almost 30 years, the Alberta Government has
embraced the concept of Integrated Resource
Management. Over the years, IRM has evolved and
now must address cumulative effects. IRM is an
interdisciplinary and comprehensive approach to
decision-making for natural resource management.

In February 1999, the Sustainable Development
Coordinating Council approved the document
“Alberta’s Commitment to Sustainable Resource
and Environmental Management — Implementation
Plan”. This document included a table that outlined
the range of tasks that needed to be completed by
the four responsible departments. This annual
report reflects what the status is for each of those
tasks. The table provides information on the subject
area, the associated tasks to be completed, the
responsible agency, the proposed completion date as
outlined in the February 1999 Implementation Plan
and what action has taken place as of June 2000.

Almost 300 examples of integration have been
identified. They include a variety of Land
Management Plans, Protected Area Plans, Water
Management Plans, Air Quality Plans, Species
Management Plans, Framework Plans, Conservation
Initiatives and Environmental Impact Assessments.
The report “Highlights of Integrated Resource
Management in Alberta — Year 2000” details some
of these good integration examples.
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