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Akaitcho Process Negotiations 
 
T h e A ka itch o D ene F irst N a tion s (A D F N ) ,  th e G overnm en t of C ana d a  an d  th e G overnm en t of 
th e N orth west T erritories (G N W T )  a re work in g togeth er to ach ieve a  la n d s ,  resou rces an d  
governance agreem en t th rou gh  th e A ka itch o P rocess.   
 
A D F N  m em b ers res id e  p rim a ri ly  in  th e com m u n ities a rou n d  G reat S lave L ake (known  to th e 
A ka itch o as Tu Cho) .  T h is in clu d es th e D en in u  K u e F irst N a tion  ( D en in u  K u e/F ort R esolu tion ) ,  
th e L u tse l K 'e  F irst N a tion  ( L u tse l K Êe )  a n d  th e Y e llowkn ives D ene F irst N a tion  (N d i lo an d  
D etta h ) .  T h ere a re a lso A D F N  m em b ers located  th rou gh ou t C ana d a .  

 
The goal of negotiations       
 
T h e p a rties to th e A ka itch o P rocess recogn ize th a t th e D ene livin g in  th e a rea  m a d e treaty with  
th e C rown  on  Ju ly 2 5 ,  1 9 00 a t D en in u  K u e .  T h e p a rties d o not h ave a  sh a red  u n d erstan d in g of 
th e term s of th a t trea ty an d ,  th rou gh  th e A ka itch o P rocess a re resolvin g ou tstan d in g issu es 
re la ted  to la n d s ,  resou rces an d  governance .   
 
N egotia tin g th is typ e of agreem en t is a  com p lex an d  in ten s ive p rocess th a t sp an s severa l yea rs 
an d  in volves m an y in terim  step s .  T h rou gh  in terim  m easu res agreem en ts an d  n egotia tion s to 
conclu d e an  A ka itch o A greem en t,  th e p a rties a re work in g to:  

• p reserve a  la n d  b ase for th e A ka itch o D ene F irst N a tion s;  
• acknowled ge an d  p rotect th e sp iritu a l a n d  cu ltu ra l ties th e A ka itch o D ene h ave to th e 

la n d ,  water,  a n d  an im a ls ;   
• recogn ize th e A D F N Ês ju risd iction  to p rotect cu ltu ra l tra d ition s an d  la ngu age ;   
• h e lp  A ka itch o citizen s,  esp ecia lly  you ng p eop le ,  to en joy a  good  qu a lity of l ife  an d  strong 

econom ic p rosp ects in  th e ir tra d ition a l territory ;  a n d ,  
• regu la te d eve lop m en t in  a  su sta in a b le  m anner so th a t th e A ka itch o tra d ition a l territory is 

a  good  p la ce to in vest an d  d o b u s in ess tod ay an d  in  th e fu tu re .  
 
Negotiation Milestones 
 
June 13, 2000: Akaitcho/GNWT Political Accord 
A  P olitica l A ccord  is s igned  b y th e A D F N  an d  th e G N W T .  T h ey agree to m eet p eriod ica lly  for 
op en  an d  can d id  d iscu ss ion s to sh a re id eas an d  in form ation .  T h ey a lso agree to work 
coop era tive ly togeth er an d  to work toward s en h ancin g th e co-ord in a tion  of activities an d  
com m u n ica tion .  
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July 25, 2000: Framework Agreement 
O ne h u n d red  yea rs to th e d a y from  th e m ak in g of trea ty a t D en in u  K u e (F ort R esolu tion ) ,  th e 
A D F N ,  C an a d a  an d  G N W T  s ign  a  F ram ework A greem en t.  T h is agreem en t estab lish es th e 
p rocess,  item s an d  tim etab le  for th e n egotia tion s an d  la ys ou t th e following ob jectives for an  
A ka itch o A greem en t:   
$ d escrib e th e stru ctu re ,  op era tion ,  lega l sta tu s an d  exten t of th e A D F N  governm en t;  
$ d escrib e th e A D F N  governm en ts an d  th e ir re la tion sh ip s to oth er leve ls of governm en t;  
$ exp la in  h ow la n d s ,  water an d  oth er resou rces,  in clu d in g wild l ife  an d  th e ir h a b ita t,  wil l b e  

u sed ,  m anaged  an d  p rotected ;  
$ con ta in  la n d  an d  resou rce p rovis ion s th a t p rovid e  for cla rity of righ ts resp ectin g la n d s 

an d  resou rces;  a n d ,  
$ in clu d e m easu res to en h ance th e ca p acity of th e A D F N  to p a rticip a te fu lly  in  th e 

econom y.  
 
June 28, 2001: Interim Measures Agreement and Schedules 
T h e A ka itch o I n terim  M easu res A greem en t ( I M A )  is  s igned  b y th e th ree p a rties in  L u tse l K 'e .  I t 
estab lish es tem p ora ry a rrangem en ts th a t cla rify th e role  of th e A D F N  in  resou rce m anagem en t 
d ecis ion s in  th e ir region  wh i le  th e A ka itch o P rocess is ongoing.  A  n u m b er of I M A  S ch ed u les a re 
la ter created  to d escrib e h ow th e fed era l a n d  territoria l governm en ts,  a n d /or regu la tory b od ies ,  
wil l con su lt th e A D F N  in  d ecis ion s th a t im p act th e ir a sserted  territory in  a reas su ch  a s:  
C om m iss ioner's L an d s ,  C rown  L an d s ,  F orest M anagem en t,  L an d  U se P erm its ,  S u rface F ed era l 
C rown  L an d s ,  T erritoria l P a rks ,  a n d  W ater L icences.  
 
September 2001: Start of formal negotiations 
F orm a l n egotia tion s of th e A ka itch o A greem en t-in -P rin cip le  b egin .  T h is is a  m a jor step  toward  
an  A ka itch o A greem en t th a t will cla rify wh o owns an d  h as righ ts to la n d s an d  resou rces with in  
A ka itch o T erritory an d  h ow it will b e  governed .   
 
November 27, 2002: Akaitcho/Tlicho Boundary Agreement 
A ka itch o an d  T lich o lea d ers s ign  a  b ou n d a ry agreem en t in  B eh ch okò a d d ress in g m atters 
re la tin g to th e overla p  of th e ir tra d ition a l territories .  I t estab lish es h ow th ey will work togeth er to 
p rotect an d  m anage la n d s ,  resou rces an d  wild l ife .   
 
February 23, 2004: Ministerial Direction 
T h e M in ister of I n d ia n  an d  N orth ern  A ffa irs C ana d a  p rovid es written  p olicy d irection  to th e 
M ackenzie  V a lley L an d  an d  W ater B oa rd  to fu rth er cla rify th e A ka itch o I M A  an d  p rovid e  
gu id a n ce for its im p lem en tation .   
 
November 21, 2005: Interim Land Withdrawal Protocol 
A n  I n terim  L an d  W ith d rawa l P rotocol is  s igned  b y th e n egotia tors for th e th ree p a rties .  O nce 
id en tified ,  th e governm en ts of th e N W T  an d  C ana d a  will form a lly  en su re th a t no fu rth er la n d  
sa les ,  lea ses or oth er typ es of la n d  d isp osition s take p la ce in  th e with d rawn  a reas for a  sp ecific 
p eriod  of tim e .  I n terim  la n d  with d rawa ls give th e p a rties a ssu rance th a t a reas th ey m ay wan t to 
in clu d e in  a n  A ka itch o A greem en t will rem a in  ava i la b le .  
 
November 2, 2006: Interim Withdrawal of Commissioner’s Land in the City of Yellowknife 
T h e A D F N  an d  th e G N W T  an nou nce th ey h ave reach ed  agreem en t on  an  in terim  la n d  
with d rawa l of 1 03 4  h ecta res of C om m iss ionerÊs L an d  with in  th e C ity of Y e llowkn ife  for a  p eriod  
of five yea rs .  T h is agreem en t form s p a rt of an  ou t-of-cou rt resolu tion  to a  lega l action  b rou gh t b y 
th e A D F N  aga in st th e G N W T  an d  a llows th e p a rties to resu m e A ka itch o P rocess n egotia tion s .  
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Current focus of negotiations 
 
T h e I M A  an d  I n terim  L an d  W ith d rawa ls p rovid e  a  leve l of com fort for a ll p a rties a b ou t wh at 
activities can  an d  can not take p la ce in  th e a rea  u n d er n egotia tion .  T h ey a lso p u t clea r 
p rocesses in  p la ce to en su re th e A ka itch o D ene F irst N a tion s a re consu lted  on  la n d ,  resou rce 
wild l ife  an d  water re la ted  activities a s n egotia tion s m ove forward .  T h is h as a llowed  th e p a rties 
to focu s th e ir efforts on  reach in g an  A greem en t-in -P rin cip le .   
 
N egotia tion  sess ion s occu r m on th ly a n d  a re b ased  on  a  workp la n  th a t is u p d a ted  an d  reviewed  
an n u a lly .  T h e m a jority of A ka itch o P rocess n egotia tion  sess ion s take p la ce in  th e A D F N  
tra d ition a l territory .  
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T h is b ackgrou n d er is ava i la b le  on  th e I n ternet on :  
 
T h e D ep a rtm en t of I n d ia n  A ffa irs an d  N orth ern  D eve lop m en t web site :  www.a in c-in ac. gc. ca   
T h e N W T  T reaty 8  T rib a l C orp ora tion  web site :  www.aka itch o. in fo   
T h e D ep a rtm en t of A b origin a l A ffa irs an d  I n tergovernm en ta l R e la tion s web site :  
h ttp : //www. d aa ir. gov. n t. ca / 
 
F or fu rth er in form ation ,  p lease con tact:   
 
R ita  C h retien       N gan  T rin h  
A ka itch o D ene F irst N a tion s    D ep a rtm en t of A b origin a l A ffa irs  
(8 6 7 )  7 6 5-07 06      I n tergovernm en ta l R e la tion s 
S nowb ird @ th eed ge . ca     G overnm en t of th e N orth west T erritories 
       (8 6 7 )  9 2 0-6 9 8 9  
       n gan_trin h @ gov. n t. ca  
R oxane P ou lin  
D ep a rtm en t of I n d ia n  A ffa irs  
a n d  N orth ern  D eve lop m en t 
G overnm en t of C ana d a  
(8 6 7 )  6 6 9 -2 58 0 
p ou lin r@ a in c-in ac. gc. ca  
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