
Your driver's licence is a privilege authorizing
you to drive a motor vehicle on public highways
as long as you do not endanger your own safety
and the safety of others by disregarding rules
of the road.

Convictions for violations of the driver-related
sections of the Criminal Code of Canada and
the Highway Traffic Act may result in suspension
or cancellation of your driver's licence.  For
example, a conviction for an impaired driving
offence is cause for cancellation.

Suspensions under the Highway Traffic Act
should not be confused with any punishment
(such as fines or imprisonment) awarded by
the courts upon conviction for a driving offence.
The Highway Traffic Act provides for suspension
so that unsafe drivers may evaluate their driving
habits and undertake to improve them.

The causes for suspension are set out in the
Highway Traffic Act and the Demerit Point
System Regulations.  This brochure summarizes
the Demerit Point System Regulations and the
most frequent causes for driver's licence
suspensions.  Knowing this information will
help you keep the privilege of your driver’s
licence.

Demerit Description
Points of Offence

12 Criminal negligence involving the
use of a motor vehicle

12 Motor manslaughter

12 Failing to stop at the scene of an
accident

12       Dangerous Driving

12  Obtaining licence by
misrepresentation

  8 Failing to stop for a school bus
receiving or discharging school
children

  6 Driving while registration or licence
is under suspension or while
disqualified

  6 Speeding—30 or more kilometres
per hour  over the legal speed limit

  5 Racing

  5 Driving imprudently or without
due care and attention or if disabled

  3 Any infraction of a bylaw involving
the use of vehicle in motion

  3 Failing to report an accident

  3 Speeding—under 30 kilometres per
hour over the legal speed limit

  3 Improper passing

  3 Any offence under the Highway
Traffic Act involving the use of a
vehicle in motion, improperly
parked or being operated with
unsafe or insufficient equipment
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This brochure is a summary—exact wording
may be found in the Criminal Code of
Canada, the Highway Traffic Act, and the
Demerit Point System Regulations.

“0” BAC for New Drivers
All new drivers under 19 years of age or new
drivers who have held their driver’s licence for
less than two years (regardless of age) must
have a “0” blood alcohol content  (BAC) when
driving. An offence will result in a 24-hour
roadside suspension in addition to a 90-day
administrative prohibition.

24-Hour Roadside Suspension
Any person who is the driver of a motor vehicle
where, upon demand of a peace officer, provides
a sample of his/her breath which, on an analysis
by an approved screening device, registers
“WARN” or “FAIL” is guilty of an offence and
a peace office shall request the driver to
surrender his/her licence and his/her driving
privileges will be suspended for a period of 24
hours from the time the request is made.

Driving While Disqualified
A conviction for driving while disqualified will
result in a six month cancellation to be applied
consecutively to the period of the existing
suspension, cancellation or disqualification.

Vehicle Impoundment
A person who is prohibited from driving as a
result of an impaired driving conviction and
is apprehended again for drinking and driving
or refusal of a blood/alcohol test will immediately
have the vehicle impounded. Impoundment
will be for 30 days for a first offence and up to
60 days for a subsequent offence.




