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METHODOLOGY

® National random sample survey of 1,211 Canadians

¢ Telephone interviews conducted from February 27 to March 7, 2003

“* Pan-Canadian results are accurate to within +/- 2.8 percentage points, at a
confidence level of 95 percent

¢ Error margins are larger for regions and other subgroups

B Presentation of findings

¢ Tracking data are included for comparison purposes from previous
international trade surveys conducted for DFAIT

% Many questions were asked on a 7-point scale; data are presented here with

results on the low (1 to 3) and high (5 to 7) ends of the scale collapsed and
midpoint results (4) on their own

** In most cases, “don’t know/no response” category not shown

International Trade Survey 2003







SHORT-TERM ECONOMIC OPTIMISM

Q. Over the next year or so, do you think the economy will be doing better, worse or about the

same?
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TRADE LITERACY—SUMMARY INDEX
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IMPORTANCE TO CANADA'S ECONOMY

Q. Over the past 10 years, do you think international trade has become less or more
important in terms of its contribution to Canada’s economy?
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TRACKING PERCEIVED BENEFITS OF
TRADE

Q. To what extent would you say international trade benefits each of the following?
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LOCAL BENEFITS OF TRADE

Q. Can you think of any specific businesses in your community that benefit from International
trade?

Natural resource (general)
Automotive (general)
Agriculture
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Other

No
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BENEFITS OF TRADE - SECTORS

Q. To what extent would you say international trade benefits each of the following?

High tech products like telecommunications
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IMPACTS OF TRADE

Q. What impact do you think international trade has on each of the following?
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INVESTMENT AND JOBS







TRADE PRIORITIES

Q. What priority do you think the Government of Canada should place on each of the following?

Those saying “high priority”
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GOVERNMENT AS STEWARD OF CANADIAN
INTERESTS
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RELIANCE ON U.S. TRADE
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PERCEPTION OF EQUALITY IN TRADE

Q. Because trade agreements are based on an established set of rules for all to follow, Canada is on

B Disagree O Neither




ECONOMIC INFLUENCE

Q. Over the past 10 years or so, do you think
that Canada’s economic influence in the
United States has increased, decreased or
stayed the same?
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Q. What about the United States’ economic
influence in Canada? Do you think it has
increased, decreased or stayed the same?

64%
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CANADIAN INFLUENCE

Q. What would you say is the main reason Q. What would you say is the main reason
Canada’s influence has increased? Canada’s influence has decreased?
Increased trade _ 46% Global conflicts - 32%
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UNITED STATES INFLUENCE

Q. What would you say is the main reason the United
States’ influence has increased?

Economic might - 34%
Dollar/exchange rate - 13%
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AWARENESS OF TRADE DISPUTES

Q. Have you read or heard anything over the past few months about trade disputes? [If yes] What do
you recall?

Softwood lumber 54%,
Steel
Brazil/beef/airplanes

Other

No
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PREFERRED COURSE OF ACTION IN
SOFITWOOD DISPUTE

Q. There has been an ongoing dispute between Canada and the U.S. around softwood lumber. Do
you think Canada should...?

Follow trade rules and launch a formal 72%
challenge using existing trade agreements

winnets | L[ 70%

Retaliate against the U.S. by blocking exports
of other Canadian products that Capada

sells to Americans X 26%
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IMPACT OF SOFTWOOD TRADE DISPUTES

Q. Which one of the following statements is CLOSEST to you own personal view?

Trade disputes like the softwood lumber issue
between Canada and the U.S. have caused
serious harm to the relationship between the
two countries

46%

Trade disputes like the softwood lumber issue
between Canada and the U.S. are not

uncommon in trading relationships and have 51%
caused little harm to the relationship between
the two countries
DK/NR 4%
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TRADE AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Q. What impact does international trade have on developing countries?




IMPACT OF INCREASED IMPORTS

Q. Which of the following two statements is closest to your point of view?

Canada should increase imports from develqping 68%
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APPROACH FOR ASSISTING DEVELOPING




FREE TRADE ARRANGEMENTS
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NEWS CONSUMPTION

Q. Where would you say you get MOST of your Q. Which source would you say is the most
news on issues like international trade, the influential (on issues like international
economy and world events from? trade)?
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NEWS CONSUMPTION

Q. To getinformation on international trade issues, how often do you use...?
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MEDIA CONSUMPTION—SUMMARY INDEX

ummary index created by media consumption Demographic Variables— “High”
indicators media consumption
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