Municipal Government: More Than
Rules, Rates & Recreation

rrrmasn e Prince Edwand lsand Advisory Councll on the Status of Women
oY Gulde to the lsues — Province-Wide Municipal Blections

Movemiber &, 2006

Municipal {locall gevernments ane often seen & just regponsibie fos rubes, rates and recreation? But municipalities an PEI
teuch many espects of the lives of women and their families. With municipal elections coming up on Monday, Movember &,
2006, the two cltes, seven towns and two of the communithes will hold day-long election polls like those i a provinclal
election to choose their councils. Another 64 communities will hold special election meetings to choose community oouncils.

-
Seniees
Municipal governments on PEl have the cblgation to provide
servioes to diizens in thelr communities and the power to enact
local by-lnws. They are abbe to create these services and by-laws
based on local input, local authority, and becal contrel. This is
Irportant for prajects of local interest that can't reasonably be

managed by centrafized provinclal and federal gowernments that

deal with karger territonies and lasger populations.

Toxes

The Province of PE| assesses the value of all properties on the
Island, The Province collects taxes an behall of municipalities,

retaing a portion of the tax, and distributes the remaining amaunt
o municipalities through grants and contracts for services such as

palice, highways, and recreation, In general, the more services a
maunicipality provides to citizens, the larger its grant. Municipal
governments can't change the valee of properties, but they can
gut the rate st which properties are taxed within their

municipality. On PE] they also collect revenues by selling permits

and licenses and from charging user fees.

With these important local elections coming up, the Advisory
Council on the Status of Women asks PEl women to consider: As a
woman on PEl, what should | expect from my local government?

Incorporation
Much of Prince Edward Island's landmass is not Incorporated
Into any municlpality. Some non-ncorporated reghons on PEl
hawe been urwilling to Incorporate as mandcipalities because
they do not wish 1o pay mone taxes. Given |slanders’ hard work
and kaw wages, FEl munbkcipal governments da, indeed, have 3
special responsibility to ensure that the services they provide
through local gowernment are worth the cost to dtizens in
taxes. However, with a proper balance benseen taxathon and
senvices, incorporation can provide advantages. Cltlzens In
Incorporated areas have acoess to services that are locally
Imiplemented. They also gaén opportunities for projects and
fumsds — whather for rinks o for buses — that are only
awallable for inconporated regions. In 2004, citizens in ane
non-incorporated area of PEl were shocked to beam that a
developer planned to open a strip club in thelr commumdty.
Whithowt a municipal government to regulate developmenit in
thedr bocal area, wornen In the community found themselves
unsure what processes existed to let them have thelr say to
black a developrment they did not want.

s mone power and responsibility fall to
mamnicipalithes in Canada, PEl women in
communities of all sizes should expect
thedr local governments to:
winrk coaperativily with other
levels of governrent to ensune
thar citizens needs are st and
that policies and practices woark
together to support equity and
diversity.

Finconporate social values, including
eguity and diversity, in all af their
policies, practices, and pland.

S actively creale & sende of
cammunity that i Inelugive,
equitable, and diveras
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Sofety

Weomen in eommunitiss of
ol gizex chowld ecpest
their loeal governments te

pey spesial attention to
women ord ohildren's

safety — in their homes
and in publie areas.

Mare and more of ws live In ctkes, and this
affects the dynamics and interactions of
indiiduals and families. Somebody has 1
make sure there are erough lights cn a street
e in & stainwell, or that childeens pleyground
equigment & far encugh away fram shrubs
that cowld hide a predatar. Munidpalities don't
autamaticaly see a role for themsebes in
praventing family viclenos, but e been mally
pleased 1o see the initistive that
Charlometawn has taken for a love-cost,
wide-reachirg anti-vialence campaign. The
Mayor alsa 1ok 8 personal initiatie 1o each
out to people in the community who know
about the situation of wiokence ard its impact
and what sort of visible inftiatives wauld make
& difference. City Hall also has a real, natural
partnership with the businesses af the dry ard
can help influence public opinion,

Local governments have a spedal rode In
protecting your safety and that of your
family. In mast communities, basic
protection starts by ensuring you are
protected by adeguate fire and police

services, By-laws often support safety goals.

An examphe would be a by-law requiring
cyclists to wear helmets. Other safety
imdtlatives might include ensuning that
roadways, sidewalks, and pathways are
well-§t at night; providing
supervision in public
spaces such as parks; and
reguiring sufficient security
at public evenis. A

| Iwe In Charkottesown im Ward 4, s a
wonderfully diverse neighourhood made up of
yeung and eld, working elass and
professionals, families and singles. | love this
city and eongratulste dty council For all the
work that has gane o making this a moes
beautifil plaice to lhve. What | would like to s=e
froem our cheic beaders is a mone comprehensive
wision and plan for pullic art In this oy We
have 8 number of well-sducatsd snd
accomplished artists amd culiural waorkers in
our midst that could provide direction, We

b b seartering of soul prunes hese — most
homauwring owr veinrans and mens
contribution bo our society. I'd like the work
ard achievernents of women recagnized ard
celebrated in & public way. Around the warld,
public an helps define the unicue nabure of
iredividual cities. A publc 2t plan, with a
proper budget, would enhance the beauty of
aur chiy and refect the corributicns of all our
cltizens.

Recognizing the importance of safety from
wiodence, the City of Charlotetown has
Included a “safety audit” of the dity among
Iis inltlatives to prevent violence against
women and children.

' Resareation

(emen in eommunities of oll sizes

past iy
wery positive experience. Howeer, it has been a
challenge far me ta match full-time employment
wilth evening ar early maming meetings for
council, | can urderstand why wamen shy aeay
from mwanicipal gowernarsoe due 1o their tamily
and housahald responsibBties, 1t could make
election dificult especially far women wha are in
cne-parent family siuations. Being the only
woman on the exeoutve councl has made me
aweare of the |mponance af women's
Imecksemaent in municpal councils. If rural
communities are bo grow stranger, women need
1o b there at the decisian taéale 1o bring thelr
spedific sense of community and well being for
eyeryane, We need 1o 1ake sthve roles o buld
strongaer and safer commanities in frue
partnership and collsboration with ore anather
rathseer than In comgetiicn with man or any
other women. 'We can all be wanners: young and
wleler, wamen and menl
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Culture

Women in communities of ol sizes
should expeat their [seal governments
ter support and ensournge full and
antive partinipation of women and
_tlf.rl_: inthe :*..l.rf!‘.u_m.[ ant hitlieg i.'rf the

eomeunily, insluding -
rov-traditinnad rles.

Iikeky o have serdess that immigrants
reppdd < lamguage training, settemant
suppart, or transportation. But | do bellews
that small places can take big steps (o
include newcomers, whether that's by
acknowledging the many cultumes of
Canada In community avents or by
heslgsing neveromers ke supportive
capmecticns with long-time famikes in the
COmmaunity.

i

Local gosernments also have opportunities and
respansbilities to promote arts, crafts, and
culture for citizens. This maght include support
for individual artists and artisans, cultural
Facilities (such & community centres, gallesies,
ar theatres), programs (such as art classes for
youthl, or events (such as cellichs, concerts, or
plays). As in the case of sports and recreation,
local governments hawve a robe in ensuring that
both women and men have equitable access to
suppaort im the arts, They can also promote
wanmen's participation in non-traditional roles in
cultural activities — for instance emcesing a
concert rather than just providing fudge for the
intermission! They can support access to cultural
programming and events for all ages, A

of woeman and children in our communities. In
Tight of recertly released reparts on the
cantributars nked to noreased health
problems far Islanders, | think local
gowernments should continually look a1 issues
such as sarfie drinking wasor and abr qualty and
‘take the initiative bo ressarch safe slternatives bo
cermRtic pesticices, Don't the women and
chikdren of PE deserse such consideration?

incomes, and levels of ability, Community
heritage activities and programs can tell the
histories of women and the diversity of
citizens who shaped the community in visible
and less visible ways. Local governments can
#lso encourage diversity in their commasnities
oy creating wedcoming enviranmenits fior
mewoomers Lo the community and
newoomers (o Canada, This may invobee
creating opportunities for cultural exchange,
holding public meetings in mone than one
language, enaring oulturally sensitive
supports in health and other public services,
or helping make connections between
nenweomer families and long-standing
families in the commanity.

R waould be nice if the City of Charlattetown
and othes cameuities wold lsten 1o
shadins that show that cosmtic pesticides
are & health lssue and they would fallow in
the foatsteps of ather cities, e Halifaz, that
hiarve banned cosmetic pesticides. | have
alwrys Saund It strange that they say that
coaEmatlc pestickios ang “safe, yet the people
applying them have 1o taks salety
precaisions, and they put up signs teling
pecale not to come near lawns that are
sprayed, | ot think RS retessary 10 we
pasticides for the sakn of a beawttful lawn if
there's 8 chance of people or pets getting
sick,
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Local gowernmeants ane lmaobed In
housing Isswes in several imporant
ways. They may grant bullding permits
and set the rates of taxes that owners
pay an thelr homes and property. In
many Prince Edward Island
communities, munlcpal and comenuniiy
coundcils are working hard to engage
other |evels of gowernment to Increase
access 1o affordable howsing for senlors
and haw-moome families, This is
Important work. Without affordable
howsing In sur communitles, women
wha are |lving in sltuathons of abuse
have one mane financlal constralnt an
their abllity to leave. A

| gresw up i naral PEL For a long time, we had
one car for a big, busy family. This meant my
rrither, wwhio warked full-lime & our
caregher, had little acoess to tansporiation.
Public transi s one of the most

services.a lacal gowermment can provide for
citizers. |t reduces sodal exclusion and
Isolation, it contrbutes 1o peaple’s
Iinciapardence, o ity bauibedinag. and
‘o the health of the ervisonment. Since the
City of Charatietawn stamed its public
transit service, |'ve been mocited to see many
weorreen and faemilies using the buses. Within
ity limits, they can get whare they need 1o
go far groceries, for recrestion, far
appoinments, o for adventures, | would e
o see public transit vailable province-wide,
net Just in the capital eity, Then nural wamen,
aspacially woman camegiars, would have
miare pations and supports.

Senlors with Inadequate housing options
may be constralned to stay in homes they
«cannot afford to malntakn, or they may give
up thelr independent living and thelr hopes
of “aging In place®— growing old in the
communities they have been part of for
much af their lives.

One ol the main thirgs | waild like 1o see
happen with all govemments is for them to
et rrane Involved with First Mations health, Sor
kartin o and off mserve Firt Nations. This
me=ans baokineg mane dasely at daily challenges
that bath health-tare providers and Abariginal
ipeaple are faced with, such as cuttural
Interpretation, transportation challenges
attend spocialists, and maternity cang at
hespitats where cultural understanding |s
nescled The Mimag Confederacy of PE is
norey working fo initiate an integration project
with the bopes af building 2 beter
relationghip with the pravincial Departmaeng of
Health and First Mations of PEL, and local
generTmenits can play @ part in supporning this
weork. Understanding the ways the diffenrent
leweds af governement can work together —
lbard councils, municpalbtio, the provinos,
and the federal govemment — b very
imgortant kar supgorting First Nations heath
and access fo services.

Housing
Wemen in communities of all
sires shm;[t[ex{neet their leeal

governments tor work

independently and in
nedlnborntion with other leels of
government te sreate adequate
ond approprinte. affordahble
heusing for eitizens.

together In times of crisis, Fora family to drive
to or stay in Charlotbetown every day 1o belp
cane lor a loved ane puts stress on the family
emotionally, physically, and financialy. If a
werena 5 not healthy, o whole house is not
hadthy, bipcause i's the woman whao looks
after anyone who is sick, and if she gets sick
there’s alten ra s 1o care for har, Wath young
people and men going out West for wark, this
oifben leawes women Bt hame with famles
continue to cany on The women am keft as
hesds of the haussholds and resd health care
accessinle and nearby, | abso see a lot of women
caught in caring for elderly parents. Seniors in
GuF eommrniTy are forturate in & way as their
frigreds whom thay have knawn all thair Bas
lesak aut for them. But local govermments could
o maane by making suse senion have
affordable places to live and caregivers have
Frisks T IFRRSpOFLELIGN,



Municipal Govemnment: More Than Rules, Rates & Recreation  Page s

Women and diverse minority communities
are under-represented in &l levels of
government on Prince Edward ldland, and
that inchudes local governments.
Aooording 1o research by the PEl Coalition
faar Waenen in Gowernment, women made
up fewer than 25% of elected municigal
cauncillars in 2003, In mericipalities which
hold election polls (mostly langer
rmsnicipalities], women make up just 18%
af councillars. Whene councillors are
elected in pecial election meetings
[mosthy smaller mandcipalities), women do
better, making up 34% of councillors, A

Imie nmﬁuwm
Indmtumnmmms
and concitions of tha employmant that wal
be crested there. The svidence is incwomen
wirk a sharter paid work week and a longer
umpaid work week than their male
coiumnberpans, These phenomena ane plainky
conngcted. If thare is bo be tima for nurhuning
farnily members, there i less time o devote
o porsitians of leadership, kess time 1o pursue
growwith in ber smialll brusiness, less flesxdbility
Al types of empleyrment, less security s
an glder, Wamen hava bean vocal, for a long
time, sbout the disadvantages of a traditional
corparae modal, Recanly, s see pouniger
men wha also want greater flexibility in their
wiork routipes, |t i encoursging Sor women i
hawe allies in changing how wa all think
bt wark

Aeross Canada, the Federation af Canadian
Municipalities has identifed basmiers 1o
woimen's participation in their municipal
governments, These inclisded & need for more
established relationships between councils and
wormen's nibwaorks; marne councils reaching out
to irvolve warmen in consultations more
practical support for women candidstes
(including childcare, transportation, and better
tiring of council meetings); more support from
rianicipalities for inclusive policies and
practices; and more necognition of women's
liwche af girre due to farmily responsibilities and
wirmen's pasd and unpaid work,

Yhen | was on Montague Council, | Sound that |
wars not respected in a lot of cases — I'd go and
o my warl, but a couple of members would
‘nea It Bpart, even il they didrt Reve their work
o, But | engoryad it. Thirg wers tad or thme
peaphe that said Fd never get thens, Iid never
achieve thirgs, The thirg is, you can't achieve it
alore You really have o wark with your ather
Coundl rembiers and get them b ses yaur
paint af vige, Othenwise whatewer you'rs
weorking fior can get thrown out &1 a mesting

pretiy fast, Cne thing young people say to me
that keeps them from being imvabeed in politics
I8 tursing an the TV and sesing politiciss
name=calling and Insulting sach ather, i dogsn't
give kids boo much Incenthe to get invalved. |
‘think they hinve b stan eardy in the schools in
ecucating young people 2bout politics, Even a
lot af hder pecple havert been educated in it
and a log don't understand the diffprence
between federsl, provinclal and municinal
palitics,

Women in
Government

LWomen, in pommunities of
oll sires chowuld expest
thelr [peal gmtmm.i'.nis ter
toke measures o eliminate
horviers to wimen's
portinipotion in eleted
effine ot the loenl lmel, and
tor Inbriase numbers of
women ond members of
diverse groups eleated in
loeal governments,

O of the biggest issues | see facing wamen
telay is the nesd for both panernts b go out 1o
waric. This is having a big impact on
waluresrism in the carnunity, Programs nesd
coachas or lpadars — soocern, baseball, Brownias,
jprograms in the schools. Same programs have
i b b cancelied because of ladk of
waluriteers. Wamen have to work fo mzie ends
i, I peant st for “etras " Waren weark o
jput food on the table, to have alectriciy and not
e cut off during the winbes, and so they doeit
e 1o @0 an sarial assistance, Then, when
wamen get home, they carry the bigger burden
for housework ard childreasing, in additan b

mane responsibBties volundeering Inthe
community. | 56l don't see men plcking ug the
slack, Local governmient couild help communing
programs survive by encouraging men and
whiirn 1o shane work in Uhe bome and work In
the commurety mang fairy, snce bath men and
wearmen's wark in the sconomy s needed 1o
e famidies gaing.
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Which communities hald election polls and which have special election meetings?

Eleetion Polls

Charlottetown
Surmmerside
Town aof Cormwall
Town af Strathond
Albertan
Borden-Carleton
Gaorgetown
Kensington
Mantague
SOl

Tignish

Speeiol Election Meetings

Abrams Village
Afian

Alexandra
Annandale: Little Pond-Howe Bay
Bedeque

Belfast

Bonshaw
Brackley
Breadalbane
Brudenell
Careigan

Central Bedeque
Central Kings
Ciypde River
Crapaud
Dasfington
Eastern Kings
Ellerslie-Bideford
Grand Tracadie
Greenmount-Mantrose
Harmpihire
Hazelbnook

Hurter River
Kingstan
Kinkora

Laty Slipper
Lirklagtar
Larre Yalley

Lat 11 and Area
Lenwer Montague
Malpecue Bay
Meadowbank
Miltonidale Park
Mimninegash
Miscouche
Mol

Maunt Stewart
Muirray Harbour
Murray River
Mew Havern-Tiverdale
Marth Rustico
Marth Share
Narth Wiltshire

Morthpart
O'Leary
Pleasant Grave
Resart Municipality
Richromd
Sharbrooke
Sonnris Wee
St Felix

St Lowis

St Micholas
St Peter's Bay
Tignish Shore
Tyne Valley
Unian Road (Queends County)
Valleyfiekd
Victaria
Warnen Growe
Wellington
West River
Winsloe Sauth
ork




