
PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY of  CANADA

0 10 20 30 40 50

fracture

superf icial

open wound

specif ied head
injuries*

sprain/ st rain

dislocat ion

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Homes Public Parks Schools Commercial
On equipment Playing around equipment
Inappropriate use Malfunction of equipment
Other

DATA SAMPLERDATA SAMPLER
CHIRPP - Canadian Hospitals Injury Reporting and Prevention Program

LOCATION
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OVERALL DISTRIBUTION OF INJURIES

For additional information on the CHIRPP program, please contact the Injury & Child Maltreatment Section, by phone 
at (613) 957-4689, by FAX at (613) 941-9927 or visit our website at www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/injury-bles/

INJURIES ASSOCIATED WITH PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

CHIRPP database, 2000, ages 0-14 years—4,225 records.

HIGHLIGHTS
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CIRCUMSTANCES* SURROUNDING INJURY 

% of cases

43.3

11.5

9.4

13.8

16.4

1.7

*Falls to the ground (not displayed) were the leading cause of injury
across locations:  Homes (75.1%), Public Parks (71.3%), Schools
(71.0%), Commercial (56.7%).
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• children between 5-9 years of age suffered the majority
of injuries (57.0%) 

• 53.0% of cases involved males
• 86.0% of all fractures were to upper extremities
• of the 7.6% of cases admitted to hospital, 89.0% had 
sustained fractures

• overall, 67.0% of cases involved falls to the ground
• 98.4% of cases in schools occurred outdoors and  
monkey bars accounted for 41.1% of those injuries

• 31.7% of events in public parks involved the monkey
bars

• 88.7% of cases in homes occurred outdoors and swings
accounted for 39.7% of those injuries

• 32.0% of injuries in a commercial setting involved slides

*Specified head injuries includes concussions (1.4%), dental (1.3%) 
and minor head injuries (8.7%).


