Quick Facts
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As a worker, you have the right to know
about the hazards of chemicals used in your
workplace. To support your right to know,
laws across Canada require chemical
suppliers and your employer to provide you
with information about hazardous products
and how to protect yourself. WHMIS applies
to products specifically for use in workplaces.

— Labels

Controlled products from Canadian suppliers
display a WHMIS label like the one shown below.
In addition to the hazard symbols, a WHMIS
supplier label identifies the product and lists
hazards, precautions, and first aid measures.
Additional information is provided on the MSDS.

Workplace labels are required on portable
containers in the workplace.
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Précautions : Eliminer toute source

dinflammation. Tenir éloigné des étingelles et ’
des flammes. Brancher 4 a terre les contenants

de transfert et 'équipement pour éviter
Faccumulation d'électricité statique. Bien aérer

Precautions: Eliminate allignition sources
Keep away from sparks and open flames.
Bond and ground transfer containers and
equipment to avoid static accumulation
Ventilate area. Empty containers are
hazardous, may contain flammable, liqui
vesidue or vapours. Wear suitable eye
protection (chemical safety gogales)

le secteur. Les contenants vides présentent
[ —
id Uaaia un danger, car s peuvent contenir un
Ui exrbmamet résidu de liquide ou e vapeur inlammable
Porter un dispositif de protection oculaire
(lunettes protectrices contre les agents
First Aid: Flush contaminated eyes or skin chimiques),
with water. I overcome by vapours, move
vietim to fresh air If inested, do NOT
induce vomiting. Obtain medical attention.

Premiers soins : Rincer la peau ou les yeux
contaminés avec de I'eau. Changer
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d’environnement pour donner de I'air frais & la
Toxic - Eye Irritant  personne incommodée. Si avalé, NE PAS faire
'""f;'l' ','!"“'" vomir. Contacter un médecin.
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See Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) for more information.
. Pour de plus amples renseignements, consulter la Fiche signalétique (FS).
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Sample Supplier Label

What is WHMIS?

A — Compressed Gas

B — Flammable/Combustible

C - Oxidizing

®

D1 — Immediate and
Serious Toxic Effects
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D2 — Other Toxic Effects

D3 - Biohazardous

Hazard Classes / Symbols

Hazard symbols appear on product containers as a
visual alert. Products are classified by the supplier
to identify hazardous properties such as toxicity,
flammability and reactivity. A product that has
hazardous properties, is called a controlled product,
and one or more WHMIS symbols must appear on
the product label. These eight symbols alert you
immediately to a product's potential hazards.

E — Corrosive

F — Dangerously Reactive
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Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs)

Material Safety Data Sheets are provided by the
supplier to give users detailed information about the
hazards and safe use of products. Before using any
product for the first time review the MSDS for
information on health effects, fire hazards, handling,
storage, and personal protection.
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Education and Training

If you work with, or may be exposed to, hazardous
materials at your workplace, you must be trained.
WHMIS training has two aspects:

1) Education —understanding the principles of
WHMIS, and the meaning of the information on
labels and MSDSs, and

2) Training — workplace-specific training on how to
apply this information to materials in actual use
at your workplace, including: procedures for
storage, handling, disposal, and personal
protection.

The employer is responsible to ensure that workers
have been appropriately trained.
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