
It’s time for research on aging!

C’est l’heureC’est l’heure de lade la recherche recherche 
sursur lele vieillissementvieillissement !!



Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research (CIHR)

Major health research agency for Canada
Launched on June 7, 2000
Supports 5000 researchers in universities, 
teaching hospitals, research institutes across 
Canada
Replaces the Medical Research Council of 
Canada
Establishes a new structure for funding 
research based upon virtual institutes, and a 
multidisciplinary approach



CIHR - Mission

“To excel, according to internationally 
accepted standards of scientific 
excellence in the creation of new 
knowledge and its translation into 
improved health for Canadians, more 
effective health services and products 
and a strengthened Canadian health 
care system…”



CIHR – Research Themes

Biomedical

Clinical  

Health services and health systems

Health of populations, societal and 
cultural dimensions of health, and 
environmental



CIHR – Architecture



CIHR – Institutes



CIHR – Institute of Aging

Institute Advisory Board
Chair: Dorothy Pringle

Administrative Assistant
Tel: (604) 822-2574

Assitant Director, Partnerships
Linda Mealing

Tel: (613) 952-4537
Email: lmealing@cihr-irsc.gc.ca

Assistant Director
to be appointed

Scientific Director
Anne Martin-Matthews

Tel: (604) 822-2574
Email: amm@interchg.ubc.ca

CIHR Governing Council
Chair: Alan Bernstein (President, CIHR)



14 members :
researchers, voluntary sector, 
public citizens, private sector 
and government agencies

Expertise : 
geriatrics, community 
medicine, nursing, dementia,
psychoneuroendocrinology, 
biology of aging, 
epidemiology, long-term care, 
bioengineering, psychology, 
diabetes, healthy lifestyle, 
family studies,
neuropsychology.
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CIHR – Institute of Aging 
Mission

The fundamental goal of the IA is 
the advancement of knowledge in 
the field of aging to improve the 
quality of life and the health of 
older Canadians.



CIHR – Institute of Aging 
Priority Topics

Aging of the Canadian population
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CIHR – Institute of Aging 
Priority Topics

Healthy and Successful Aging

Biological Mechanisms of Aging

The Fountain of Youth
Lucas Cranach The Older
(1546)



CIHR – Institute of Aging 
Priority Topics

Healthy and Successful Aging

Biological Mechanisms of Aging

Aging and Maintenance of Functional Autonomy

0

5

10

15

20

25

women men

L
ife

 e
xp

ec
ta

nc
y 

at
 6

5 

healthy disabled



CIHR – Institute of Aging 
Priority Topics

Healthy and Successful Aging

Biological Mechanisms of Aging

Aging and Maintenance of Functional Autonomy

Cognitive Impairment in Aging
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CIHR – Institute of Aging 
Priority Topics

Healthy and Successful Aging

Biological Mechanisms of Aging

Aging and Maintenance of Functional Autonomy

Cognitive Impairment in Aging

Health Services and Policy Relating to Older People



CIHR – Institute of Aging 
Strategic Orientations

1 Leadership in setting strategic directions
in the field of aging research in Canada

Strategic Planning Process
Workshops program
National Seniors Forum on Research
Cognitive Impairment in Aging 

Partnership



Seniors Research Workshops
National Organizing Committee 

Flora Dell - New Brunswick
Marg Eisner - Ontario
Elizabeth Esteves - Ontario
Tessa Graham - British Columbia
Sheila Laidlaw - New Brunswick
Barry McPherson - President, Canadian Association on Gerontology
Louise Plouffe - Health Canada
Patricia Raymaker - National Advisory Council on Aging
Jean-Guy Soulière - Chair, National Congress of Seniors' Organizations

CIHR/Institute of Aging Staff:
Institute of Aging Scientific Director (Chair)
Linda Mealing - CIHR
Sophie Rosa - Institute of Aging
Asimina Xidous - CIHR



Seniors Research Workshops
Prairies Regional Implementing Committee

Shanon Fuchs-Lacelle (Chair)

Doug Sutherland

Linda Black

Joan Bracken

Bubs Coleman

Jeannine Dufault

Edith Hockley 

Donald King 

Dennis King

Patricia Raymaker

Mohindar Singh 

Kerrie Strathy

Karen Toole

Heather Tumak

Judy White 

CIHR/Institute of Aging Staff:
Institute of Aging 
Scientific Director 

Linda Mealing

Sophie Rosa

Asimina Xidous



To develop, in partnership, a concerted 
funding research strategy on cognitive 
impairment in aging

research capacity (training awards)
infrastructure (teams, groups, centres)
operating funds
dissemination & transfer

Invite other partners to invest in 
research funding in this area

CIHR – Institute of Aging 
CIA Partnership Objectives



US National 
Institute on Aging

Canadian Nurses 
Foundation

The Consortium of 
Canadian Centres for 
Clinical Cognitive 
Research

CIHR – Institute of Aging 
CIA Partnership



1 Leadership in setting strategic directions in the field 
of aging research in Canada

2 Development and support of capacity-building 
initiatives and programs in the field of aging research

3 Development and support of strategic aging research 
initiatives, programs and projects

4 Promotion of the importance of aging research and of 
the needs of the research community in aging

Creation of 2 peer-review committees on aging
Brief to the Romanow Commission
National Seniors Forum on Research

CIHR – Institute of Aging 
Strategic Orientations



1 Leadership in setting strategic directions in the field of aging
research in Canada

2 Development and support of capacity-building initiatives and 
programs in the field of aging research

3 Development and support of strategic aging research initiatives,
programs and projects

4 Promotion of the importance of aging research and of the needs 
of the research community in aging

5 Facilitating the dissemination, transfer and translation of 
knowledge from research findings into policies, interventions, 
services and products

Funding the Canadian Journal on Aging
Research Forum on Aging with CAG and CGS (Oct 02, Montréal)
Sage-KE

CIHR – Institute of Aging 
Strategic Orientations



It’s time for research on aging!

C’est l’heureC’est l’heure de lade la recherche recherche 
sursur lele vieillissementvieillissement !!


