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APPENDI X 3
CANADI AN GUI DELI NES FOR CHEM CAL CONTAM NANTS AND
TOXINS I N FI SH AND FI SH PRODUCTS

CONTAM NANTS PRODUCT TYPE ACTI ON LEVEL*
Mer cury Al T1sh products (swordfish, 0.5 ppm
shark, fresh & frozen tuna
except ed)
Arseni c Fish proteln concentrate 3.5 ppm
Lead Fish proteln concentrate 0.5 ppm
Fl uori de Fi sh proteln concentrate 150 ppm
2,3,7,8 TCDD (D oxl n) Al f1sh products 20 ppt
* UNDER REVI EW
DDT and Metabolites (DDD | Al tish products 5.0 ppm
and DDE)
PCB Al T1sh products 2.0 ppm
Pi peronyl but oxi de Dried Cod 1.0 ppm
Q her agricul tural Al tT1sh products 0.1 ppm
chem cals or their
derivatives

SAMPLI NG Sanples to consist of a minimumof 5 units representative of the |lot.
Anal ysis may be carried out on a conposite of all sanple units.

CRITERIA FOR ACTION A lot of fish will be considered reject if the sanple val ue
exceeds the action level. Fish or fish products exceedi ng these guidelines nay
be permitted for export if they do not violate regulations of the inporting
country.

*Based on contaninants |evel of edible weight

TOXI NS PRODUCT TYPE ACTT ON LEVEL
H st am ne* Enzyme ripened products (e.g., anchovies, 20 nmg/ 100 g
anchovy paste, fish sauce)
Al other sconmbroid ti1sh products (e.qg., 10 ng/ 100 ¢
canned or fresh or frozen tuna, nackerel
mahi - mahi )
PSP* * Mol T'uscan shel 11 sh 80 1g/ 100 g
[TASPF* ¥ Mol Tuscan shelTTish 20 uglg
DSP* * * * Mol T'uscan shellT1sh 1 wglg
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ADDI TI ONAL COMVENTS:

*Hi st ani ne

° Sampl es are collected according to Sanpling Plan 1 (AQ. 6.5) for Initial
I nspection and Sanmpling Plan 2 (AQ 6.5) for Reinspection.

° Any sanpl e exceeding 50 nmg/ 100 g will result in the |Iot being rejected
with no right to reinspection.

° The acceptance nunber is that corresponding to the nunber for

deconposi ti on.

** PSP and *** ASP (Paral ytic Shellfish Poisoning and Amesic Shell fish
Poi soni ng - Donpic Acid)

° PSP toxin levels equal to or greater than 80 g/ 100 g and/ or ASP | evels
equal to or greater than 20 xg/g will result in closure of the shellfish
ar ea.

° Where shellfish sanples collected froma plant are equal to or greater
than the above Il evels, the production ot is detained. If the lot has
al ready been distributed, possible product recall will be considered

° The m ni mum acceptable sanple is that which when shucked will produce 100
g of drained neats from5 pool ed sub-sanpl es. Depending on the size of
animals, the total nunber of shellfish required varies from1 (geoduck) to
25 (pink scall ops).

**** DSP (Ckadai c acid and/ or DTX-1)
° DSP testing will be conducted only in suspect harvesting areas or as a
result of reported illness. kadaic acid and/or DTX-1 levels in digestive

tissue equal to or greater than 1 ug/g, singly or in conbination, wll
result in closure of the shellfish area.

BACKGROUND LEVELS FOR NON- PERM TTED ADDI Tl VES

ADDI TT VE PRODUCT TYPE BACKGROUND LEVEL®
Ntrites Al'l tish and t1sh products (except 15 ppm (see note 2)
mari ne manmal neat?)
N trates Al tish and t1sh products 15 ppm (see note 2)
Sul phi tes” Clanms (raw and canned) 10 ppm
Phosphat es” Shrinp (raw, cooked and canned) 1.60 %
Scallops (raw) 1.47 %

Fish tillets 1.37 %
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Crab (raw and cooked) 1.70 %

Lobster (raw and cooked) 1.47 %

Surt clams (raw and cooked) 1.00 %

! The conpounds listed in this table are food additives; however sone background
| evel s may occur naturally in sone foods.

2 \Wen the additive is not pernmtted, then the action level is the background
| evel or detection limt; when the additiveis permtted, then the action |evel
is the background | evel or detection linmt plus the permtted anount.

® Marine mammal s, including seals are included in the definition of "fish" as
per the Canadi an Food and Drug Regul ations. Sodiumnitrite is permtted in
mari ne manmal neats at the nmaxi mum |l evel of 200 ppm

* Cal cul ated as sul phur di oxi de.
® Cal cul ated as sodi um phosphate, dibasi c.
Not e:

1. If a processor can provide reliable data for naturally occurring
background | evel s that are higher than those shown above, this may be
consi dered before product action is taken.

2. Some herbs, including parsley, contain high levels of naturally occurring
nitrates. This has to be considered when nitrates are detected in fish
products containing herbs as an ingredient.



