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I n 1994 ,  t he  34  l eaders  o f  t he  democra t i c  coun t r i es  o f  t he  Wes te rn

Hemisphere  he ld  a  h i s to r i c  mee t ing  in  M iami .  They  p ledged  to  work

c lose l y  t o  p romo te  p rospe r i t y ,  democ racy  and

sus ta inab le  deve lopmen t  i n  the  Amer i cas .  The

p rocess  t hey  l aunched ,  known  as  t he  Summi t

o f  the  Amer icas ,  con t inues  to  th is  day .  One o f

t he  key  e lemen ts  o f  t he  p rospe r i t y  t heme  i n

the  p rocess  i s  the  p roposed  F ree  T rade  Area  o f

the Amer icas (FTAA).

The FTAA is  an  evo lv ing  b luepr in t  fo r  a  t rade

area  tha t  w i l l  i nc lude  Canada ,  ou r  Nor th

Amer ican Free Trade Agreement  (NAFTA)

pa r tne rs ,  and  a l l  t he  o the r  democra t i c  coun t r i es  o f  Sou th  and  Cen t ra l

Amer i ca  and  the  Car ibbean .  Canada ’s  goa l  i s  to  expand  g rowth  and

oppor tun i t i es  fo r  ou r  coun t ry  in  p rac t i ca l  ways ,  fo r  i ns tance  by  lower ing

ta r i f f s  and  co -o rd ina t i ng  the  many  na t i ona l  t es t i ng  and  admin i s t ra t i ve

sys tems  tha t  cu r ren t l y  b lock  t rade .

What the FTWhat the FTAA can doAA can do

T he FTAA can  p lay  an  impor tan t  ro le  i n  pav ing  the

way  to  inc reased  t rade .   I t  can  do  th i s  by

es tab l i sh ing  a  common se t  o f  ru les  tha t

gove rn  a l l  coun t r i es  equa l l y  and

cons is tent ly .  Ru les  wi l l  c reate  the s tab le

a n d  p r e d i c t a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t

e n c o u r a g e s  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  g r o w t h .

A new parA new par tnershiptnership



Canada’Canada’s aimss aims
� El im ina te  ta r i f f s  on  Canad ian  goods  so  Canad ian

f i rms  can  compete  w i th  those  o f  o the r  coun t r i es .

� El im ina te  fa rm expor t  subs id ies  so  Canad ian

agr i cu l tu ra l  p roducers  can  compete  e f fec t i ve ly .

� Open marke ts  fo r  se rv ices  so  Canad ian  serv ice

p rov ide rs  can  access  impor tan t  bus iness

oppor tun i t i es  i n  sec to rs  where  we  a re  wor ld -

r e n o w n e d .

� Pro tec t  i n te l l ec tua l  p roper ty  to  g i ve  our

“know ledge- in tens ive ”  p roducers  the  secur i t y  to

m a r k e t  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  a b r o a d .

� Deve lop  a  reg iona l  d i spu te  mechan ism tha t  w i l l

a l low a l l  count r ies  o f  the  Amer icas  to  reso lve

d i f f e rences  acco rd ing  to  t he i r  needs  and

pr io r i t i es .

Benefits to CanadaBenefits to Canada

T oday, Canada ho lds inves tments o f  $43 .6  b i l l i on  in  our non-NAFTA

hemisphe r i c  pa r tne rs .  Canada ’s  two -way  merchand ise  t rade  w i th

FTAA  coun t r ies o ther than the Un i ted S ta tes and Mex ico has averaged

a b o u t  $ 9 bi l l i on  annua l l y  i n  recen t  years .  In  add i t i on ,  Canada  expor ts

abou t  $2  b i l l i on  wor th  o f  commerc ia l  se rv i ces  annua l l y  to  these

coun t r i es .

The  Hemisphere ’ s  800  m i l l i on  peop le  genera te

more  than  one  th i rd  o f  t he  wor ld ’ s  economic

ac t i v i t y ,  and  ou r  pa r tne rs  t o  t he  sou th  a re  some

of  the  younges t ,  fas tes t -g row ing  and  mos t

rap id ly  evo lv ing  economies  in  the  wor ld .

One  i n  eve ry  t h ree  j obs  i n  Canada  depends  on  t rade .  I nc reased  t rade  has

the  po ten t ia l  t o  pu t  cash  in  the  pocke ts  o f  Canad ians ,  and  to  c rea te  jobs

and  oppo r tun i t i es  i n  commun i t i es  ac ross  t he  coun t r y .

The Hemisphere’s 800 million
people generate more than
one third of the world’s
economic activity.



PrProtecting Canadian interotecting Canadian interestsests

The  NAFTA and  o the r  t rade  ag reemen ts  have

made  Canad ians  mo re  compe t i t i ve ,  mo re

innova t i ve  and  more  agg ress i ve  i n  the i r

pursu i t  o f  new marke ts .  Th is  i s  espec ia l l y

impor tan t  i n  the  se rv i ces  sec to r ,  where  t rade  i s

expand ing  rap id l y .  The  sec to r  i s  an  a rea  o f

h igh  g rowth  i n  Canada ’s  economy,  accoun t ing

fo r  9  ou t  o f  10  new jobs  in  the  year  2000 .   

Canada exce ls  in  p rov id ing  key  serv ices  fo r

modern  bus iness ,  i nc lud ing  te le -

commun ica t i ons ,  i n fo rma t i on  t echno logy ,

f inanc ia l  serv ices  and eng ineer ing .  I f  we are  to

rema in  l eaders  i n  the  know ledge  economy,  th i s  i s  t he  a rea  where  we  mus t

bu i l d  ou r  capac i t y  and  ou r  compe t i t i veness .

Part i c ipa t i ng  i n  t rade  nego t ia t i ons  g i ves  Canada  an  oppor tun i t y  to  bene f i t

f r om the  g loba l  economy and  p ro tec t  ou r  i n te res ts  a t  t he  same t ime .   I n

nego t i a t i ons ,  Canada  p romotes  Canad ian  va lues  and  democra t i c  p r i nc ip les .

We  a l so  encou rage  g rea te r  openness  abou t  t he  t rade  nego t i a t i ons  unde r  way .

At  Canada ’s  u rg ing ,  the  FTAA negot ia t ing  s t ruc tu re  fea tu res  a  commi t tee  to

rece ive  pub l i c  submiss ions  on

t rade- re la ted  concerns .  Th is  i s

the  f i r s t  t ime  such  a  p rov is ion

h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  m a j o r

t r a d e  n e g o t i a t i o n  f r o m  t h e

o u t s e t .



At  home ,  t he  Gove rnmen t  o f  Canada  has

engaged  in  w ide - rang ing  consu l ta t i ons  w i th

C a n a d i a n s  a n d  m a d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n

Canada ’s  nego t ia t ing  pos i t ion  pub l i c l y

ava i lab le .  Through  th is  ongo ing  p rocess ,

our  goa l  i s  to  re f lec t  the  va lues ,  in te res ts

and  p r i o r i t i es  o f  Canad ians  i n  ou r  t r ade

po l i cy .  The  mos t  impo r tan t  a reas  t ha t

Canad ians  wan t  p ro tec ted  a re  ou r  hea l t h ,

pub l i c  educa t ion  and  soc ia l  se rv ices .

Canada ’s  pos i t i on  on  these  mat te rs  i s  c lea r  and  unequ ivoca l :  these  sec to rs

are  no t  nego t iab le .  Canada a lso  w i l l  no t  g ive  up  i t s  r igh t  to  p romote  cu l tu ra l

d i ve rs i t y  o r  p ro tec t  t he  env i ronmen t .

Common solutions to commonCommon solutions to common
prproblemsoblems

T rade agreements  such  as  the  FTAA can  p lay  a  ro le  in  suppor t ing  ex is t ing

hemispher ic  o rgan iza t ions  tha t  have  spec i f i c  respons ib i l i t i es  fo r  labour ,

t he  env i ronmen t ,  human  r i gh ts  and  o the r  c r i t i ca l  soc ia l  conce rns .

The FTAA wi l l  be  par t  o f  a  la rger  mu l t i la te ra l  sys tem tha t  addresses  a lmost

eve ry  aspec t  o f  human  we l l -be ing  in  ou r  hemisphere .  Tha t  i nc ludes  bod ies

l i ke  the  In te r -Amer i can  and  Car ibbean  Deve lopmen t  Banks ,  and  deve lopmen t

ass is tance  o rgan iza t ions .  I ssues  such  as  human r igh ts ,  democracy ,

e n v i r o n m e n t a l

s t e w a r d s h i p ,  a n d

cu l tu ra l  and  soc ia l

d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  k e y

aspec ts  o f  these  g roups ’

m a n d a t e s  t o  r e d u c e

p o v e r t y  a n d  a c h i e v e

sus ta inab le  deve lopmen t .   
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Cet te  pub l i ca t ion  es t  éga lement  d ispon ib le  en  f rança is .

Work ing  in  co -opera t ion  w i th  such  o rgan iza t ions ,  i nc lud ing  the  Organ iza t ion

o f  Amer ican  Sta tes  and the  UN Economic  Commiss ion  fo r  La t in  Amer ica  and

the  Ca r i bbean ,  Canada  con t r i bu tes  t o  t he

wel l -be ing o f  i t s  own c i t i zens and tha t  o f

i t s  hemispher i c  pa r tne rs .  F ree  t rade  i s  an

i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  i n  o u r  p u r s u i t  o f

b road-based  economic  g rowth ,  soc ia l

j u s t i c e  a n d  h u m a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e

Amer icas.  For  a l l ,  i t  i s  a  por t  o f  ent ry  to

the  economy  o f  t he  21s t  cen tu r y .


