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Recommendation to the CSR Roundtable:
Students for a Free Tibet Canada appeals to the Canadian government to withdraw support for Canadian mining companies currently operating inside Tibet. Furthermore, we call on the Canadian government to implement mechanisms to hold Canadian companies accountable if they are found to be complicit in violating the human rights of the Tibetan people and the integrity of their environment.
Background Information:

Students for a Free Tibet Canada (SFT Canada) is a network of students and youth across the country who work in solidarity with the Tibetan people in their struggle for human rights and self determination. We are the most active student and youth based advocacy group for Tibet in Canada and our organization has several offices and national branches around the world. 
SFT Canada campaigns for the fundamental right of the Tibetan people to determine if and how their renewable and nonrenewable resources are used. We work to ensure that proposed resource extraction projects do not violate the human rights of the Tibetan people or their environment.
SFT Canada is keenly interested in the National Roundtable process given the recent rush of Canadian mining corporations to engage in exploratory drilling and other work in traditional Tibetan territory, which includes the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) and areas of the Chinese provinces Qinghai, Gansu, Sichuan, and Yunnan. We are currently monitoring several of these companies (see table below) and have raised concerns regarding the impacts of theses proposed projects on the Tibetan people, their cultural survival and the environment. 
	Mining Company
	Project Name
	Type of Mining
	County
	Prefecture
	Province

	Hunter Dickinson/ Continental Minerals
	Shenthongmon Gold Mine (Xientongmen)
	Copper & Gold
	Shigatse 

(Rikaze)
	Shigatse 

(Rikaze) 
	U-Tsang (TAR/Xizang)

	Inter Citic Minerals 
	Dachang Gold 
	Gold
	Chumarleb 

(Qumalai)
	Yulshul 

(Yushou)
	Kham 

(Qinghai)

	Eldorado Gold
	Tanjianshan Gold 
	Gold
	
	Tsonub 

(Haixi)
	Amdo 

(Qinghai)

	Dynasty Gold
	Red Valley Gold 
	Gold
	Semnyi 

(Menyuan)
	Tsobyang 

(Haibei)
	Amdo (Qilian fold Belt-Qinghai)

	TVI Pacific
	Tibet Autonomous 
	Copper & Gold
	
	
	U-Tsang (TAR/Xizang)

	GobiMin
	Malonglang 
	Copper & Zinc
	Tagtse 

(Dazi)
	Lhasa 
	U-Tsang (TAR/Xizang)


Mining in Chinese occupied Tibet poses a serious threat because under these conditions local Tibetans have no voice to freely decide if and how their natural resources are used. The Chinese government pursues resource extraction projects in Tibet as a means to consolidate control over the region by attracting ethnically Chinese migrant workers to Tibet, further marginalizing local Tibetans economically, socially and politically. Tibetans reap few if any benefits from the extraction of their own natural wealth, which is transferred out of Tibet for use in China's resource dependent provinces. 
Local communities are also left to deal with the environmental harm and social dislocation associated with these projects. Gold mining in particular is destructive to local environments for a number of reasons, including the chemicals used in processing - usually cyanide or arsenic - and the sheer volume of waste rock left behind. At least one of the proposed mine projects is located very close to the Yarlung Tsangpo River, which is the main water source for Shigatse, Tibet’s second largest city, and other Tibetan villages located downstream. Furthermore, many of the communities located near the proposed mine sites are agricultural based and therefore destruction of the local environment will negatively impact the livelihood of Tibetans living in these communities.
Given the severe social, economic and ecological repercussions of mining inside occupied Tibet and in order to ensure the rights of the local communities are respected, the following conditions must be met before a foreign owned company engages in any form of mining related activity in Tibet. 

· Free, Prior and Informed consent is given by communities who would be affected by the proposed development before commencing operations.

· Consultation, on a short and long-term basis, with the Tibetan Government-in-Exile as the legitimate representative of the Tibetan people.

· Continued environmental, social, and cultural integrity of the area affected by mine operations on both a short and long-term basis.

The Canadian companies currently involved in Tibet have failed to fulfill these conditions and therefore SFT Canada is calling on them to immediately cease operations and withdraw from Tibet. We also appeal to the Canadian government to withdraw any support for Canadian companies conducting exploratory drilling or other mine related work inside Tibet. We further recommend that the government develop mechanisms for holding Canadian companies accountable if they are found to be complicit in human rights violations in Tibet. 
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