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Recommended code of practice for
the care and handling of farm animals

Chickens, Turkeys and Breeders from
Hatchery to Processing Plant

THE CODES OF PRACTICE:

The Codes of Practice are nationdly developed guideines for the care and handling of different
gpecies of farm animals. Codes are not intended to be used as production manuals but rather as an
educationa tool in the promotion of sound husbandry and welfare practices. The Codes contain
recommendations to assst farmers and others in the agriculture and food sector to compare and
improve their own management practices.

The Recommended code of practice for the care and handling of chickens, turkeys and
breeders from hatchery to processing plant:

This voluntary code is intended to achieve a workable balance between the best interests of the
animas and the poultry industry. This code recognizes the basic principle that the humane
treatment of animas is the prime congderation in anima husbandry and handling and that animals,
which are treated well and protected from stress, are growing in far better physical and mental
condition. This trandates into significant benefits and economic advantages to producers and
processors as well.

This code has been prepared with recognition of current practices. It identifies the areas where
the welfare of the animals could be at risk unless precautions are taken. The code sets out what
these precautions should be, bearing in mind the importance to animals o atotal environment and
the fact that there is often more than one way in which their welfare can be safeguarded.
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Highlights from the Recommended code of practicefor the care and handling of
chickens, turkeysand breedersfrom hatchery to processing plant:

Section 1: Hatcheries

Commerdid hatcheries concentrate thar efforts on maximizing hatchability of fertile eggsand
on maketing hedthy high qudity chicks to ther cusomer reguirements. Environmenta
conditions for incubation are controlled autométicaly and are sefeguarded by supplementary
mechaniams activated in case of unexpected mdfunction or disruption of energy sources.
High dandards of sanitation are essantid for the production of high-qudity chicks.
Generdly, economic interests of commercia hatcheries favour the best care of marketable
chicks, asthis has an influence on the birds' future performance.

Every person working with kirds in a hatchery should be able to understand and accept
hisher responghility to prevent avoidable suffering. Before duties are assgned, haichery
operators should be satidfied that personnd respongble for handling live chicks have the
skills and training necessary to perform any required trestment or procedure without causing
unnecessary pain, suffering, or disressto the chicks.

Section 22 Production of Hatching Eggs

Depending on the type of housing used, brooding temperature for the first week of life
should range from 29 to 32°C (84-90°F) a the eye levd of the chicks. Theresfter, the
temperature should be lowered by 2-3°C (4-6°F) each week, down to gpproximately 21 -
23°C (70-75°F) a the age of 6 weeks, and theredfter preferably maintained relaivey
seady within the range of 10-27°C (50-80°F). Various drains of chickens can vary in thar
optimum temperature requirements. For this reason, the behaviour of chickensin a pen or
brooding cage can be used as a rdidble indicator of thermd comfort. The crowding of
young chicks outdde the paimeter of the heating zone usudly indicates too high a
temperature and, conversdly, the gathering of chickensin dose proximity to the heet source
usudly indicates too low an environmenta temperaure. A temperature dose to optimd is
present when the chickens are evenly distributed throughout the whole brooder area. Other
behaviourd sgns that indicate too high a temperature are panting, frequent spreeding of the
wings, frequent wing flapping, and the occurrence of pasty excreta on the cloaca area.
Sgns of low environmenta temperature indude feether ruffling, rigid pogture, trembling,
huddling, distress vocalization, and piling on top of eech other.

Beek trimming should be carried out only by highly competent, trained individuas. Particular
attention must be paid to selection and adjustment of the equipment and to its maintenance.
Beek trimming should idedlly take place prior to 14 days of age.

An emergency plan in the event of fire or naturd dissster for each premise should be
prepared and every attendant should be familiar with it.
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Section 3:  Broiler and Roagster Production

Hougng fadilities should be prepared to recaive the chickens a the time of thar arrivd. The
brooding area should be deaned and disnfected, and the heating equipment should be
operating a the levd necessary to mantain an environmenta temperature suitable for
chicks. It is recommended that the barn be pre-hested in advance of the ariva of the
chicks.

To minmize excitement of the chickens, atendants working with the same groups of
chickens should wear dothing of uniform gppearance during the whole production cyde.
Activities of attendants should be consstent and performed according to a schedule.

It is highly recommended tha workers, before entering a pen, give an easily perceptible
sgnd to the chickensto prevent thair being startled.

Chicken flocks should be observed and monitored at least twice aday.

Sick or injured chickens must be promptly trested or killed humandy. Cearvicd didocation is
an acoeptable humane method.

Section 4:  Turkey Production

The successful breeding and production of turkeys depends on a high standard of bird

hushandry that provides not only the essentias of life but aso those dementsthat contribute
to thewdl being of the birds.

Turkeys should be handled in a manner to minimize sress When turkeys are being held
they should be in a comfortable body position. Holding or carrying timein averticd position
with the head down should be minimized and dl movements with turkeys should be smoath.

Heavy turkeys should be carried by both legs and one wing. Smdler turkeys that can be
picked up by hand may be set down on thar feet. The recommended method for heavier
turkeysisto set the turkeys on the floor, preferably on their breest.

An devated level of aggresson can occur when turkeys are forced to compete for
inadequate resources. To avoid this, make sure that turkeys are provided with enough

feeding and watering space and an adequate and predictable supply of feed and water.

Section 5:  Handling and Transportation of Live Poultry

Owners and operators of poultry operations have a responshility to provide facilities and
equipment to make bird handliing, loading and unloading possble without causng
unnecessary injury or suffering to the birds. The producer, or a representative, should
be available throughout the catching and loading process.

Proper building design and accessibility to trangport vehicles greatly improves the humane
handling of loose- housed poultry. Producers are responsible for ensuring proper interior and
exterior design of buildingsto fadilitate loading and unloading of poultry.

All members of caching and trangporting crews should be properly indructed and
knowledgeable about the basic aspects of animd welfare and in handling birds. Cardless
catching of birds can be asource of injury.

The driver should check the load and surrounding area for loose birds before departing.
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Section 6:  Processing Operations

Law requires the prevention of unnecessary suffering of birds before and during daughter. In
addition to wdfare concerns, improper bird handling a this stage can serioudy impair mest
quality, visuad gppearance and attractiveness to the consumer.

Upon arivd a the plant, the driver should advise the receiver of any specid indructions
regarding tarping and the condition of the load.

Crates with live birds should be moved in a horizonta position.

Section 7. Areasfor Further Research
During itsreview of the previous verson of the code of practice, the review committee identified
severd points where research is needed to improve the wedfare of birds. A few of these points
arelised blow:
Continuing nutritiond research is recommended to promote on-going poultry hedth and
welfare in areas such as skeetd strength and gppetite management.
Changing weather conditions confront trangporters with congant chalenges to maintan
optima conditionsin bringing live poultry from farmsto plants. Research has been suggested
to devdop monitoring equipment for birds in trangt, which would dert the drivers of
changing conditions.

All Recommended Codes of Practice are presently developed by a national committee consisting of
representatives from farm groups, animal welfare groups, veterinarians, animals scientists, federal and
provincial governments, industry and related agriculture sectors. The following are some of the
organlzatlonsthat provided input at various stages in the drafting of this Code:

Canadian Food | nspection Agency

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Canadian Federation of Humane Societies

Canadian Veterinary Medical Association

Canadian Egg Marketing Agency

In 1993, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada asked the Canadian Agri-Food Research Council (CARC) and its
Canada Committee on Animals and Expert Committee on Farm Animal Welfare and Behaviour to take the

lead in cooperation with the Canadian Federation of Humane Societies in updating existing Codes and

developing new Codes. CARC officially agreed to take on this responsibility in February 1995.

Further information on the process of Code development can be obtained from the Canadian Agri-Food

Research Council (CARC), Heritage House, Building 60, Centra Experimental Farm, Ottawa, Ontario K1A
0Ce.

This factsheet was prepared by Penny Lawlis, Animal Care Speciaist, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and
Food with the assistance of an Editoria Committee. Anima welfare factsheets have been printed and
distributed through the financial support of your provincial agriculture department.
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