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CMHC Survey Reflects Tight Markets
Again in 2002
According to the results of the annual Rental Market Survey conducted
this past October by Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation
(CMHC), vacancy rates fell in most urban centres across the province.
The average rate in privately initiated buildings with three or more
housing units now stands at 1.2 per cent, compared to 1.3 per cent at the
time of last year’s survey.

The survey results indicate that the vacancy rates decreased in four of the
six census metropolitan areas in Quebec. On the Montréal (0.7 per cent),
Hull (0.5 per cent) and Québec (0.3 per cent) rental markets, these rates
remain below the 1-per-cent mark. In Sherbrooke, the vacancy rate fell
from 2.3 per cent in October 2001 to 1.8 per cent this year. As was the
case in 2001, the situation is less tight on the Trois-Rivières market (3 per
cent in October 2002) and in Chicoutimi-Jonquière, where the vacancy
rate went up from 4.4 per cent in October 2001 to 4.9 per cent this year.

In the other urban agglomerations, the survey revealed less tight
conditions, but with certain distinctions. On the one hand, vacancy rate
for centres with 50,000 to 99,999 inhabitants remains the same on
average (2.6 per cent), but the rates fell and are now very low in
Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu and Saint-Hyacinthe. On the other hand, in
centres with 10,000 to 49,999 inhabitants, the rates are clearly higher
(5.5 per cent, compared to 6.2 per cent last year).

According to the survey results, vacancy rates were down for units of all
sizes, with the exception of apartments with three or more bedrooms, for
which the rate rose by only 0.1 of a percentage point. Once again this
year, conditions are relatively less tight for bachelor units, with a vacancy
rate of 2.0 per cent.
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1.21.31.31.20.91.01.31.52.02.4 Total - Province of Quebec

5.56.24.15.54.44.97.47.59.011.1 Agglomerations 10,000 - 49,999

2.62.61.62.41.91.63.74.26.45.7 Agglomerations 50,000 - 99,999

3.04.71.93.62.63.63.45.86.59.4 Trois-Rivières

1.82.31.11.01.52.12.33.22.93.0 Sherbrooke

0.30.80.20.60.20.50.61.20.81.6 Québec

0.70.61.10.40.50.50.70.61.31.5 Montréal

0.50.60.00.20.60.30.31.32.50.9 Gatineau

4.94.43.33.14.24.17.26.45.73.4 Chicoutimi-Jonquière

%%%%%%%%%%
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Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type
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473467431419370358292293 Trois-Rivières

553538456446369366309297 Sherbrooke

653632550538489473388380 Québec

687650552529505476423404 Montréal

684648599573509485432419 Gatineau

477478440439370364302296 Chicoutimi-Jonquière

$$$$$$$$
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3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

 Province of Quebec



4.73.92.42.33.92.26.86.814.319.0 Dolbeau-Mistassini Area

5.82.63.30.04.71.614.83.7**** 2- Mistassini

4.24.41.83.63.42.65.07.418.812.5 1- Dolbeau

5.04.43.52.85.84.34.05.96.910.0 Alma Area

5.04.73.24.45.55.35.72.90.00.0 2- Alma North

5.04.13.71.26.03.53.07.78.712.5 1- Alma South

%%%%%%%%%%
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Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

413417387382318305260238 Dolbeau-Mistassini Area

381373348351257258**** 2- Mistassini

445456404403338323259255 1- Dolbeau

429426396398334338290283 Alma Area

417415387383339354236263 2- Alma North

441438403411331332298287 1- Alma South

$$$$$$$$
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3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

61461685873623601461482121 Dolbeau-Mistassini Area

1,5531,5473173219339232742732930 Alma Area
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** Sample too small to disclose results
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3.46.82.811.42.66.64.44.68.26.1 St-Félicien Area

3.74.11.32.53.92.34.19.011.1** Roberval Area

%%%%%%%%%%
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Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

451460394389340335303297 St-Félicien Area

447459403407328329263** Roberval Area
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Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

54053171703163181161103733 St-Félicien Area

513514768030530712312295 Roberval Area
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0.22.20.02.30.52.40.01.40.04.3 Mont-Laurier Area

13.014.25.810.312.713.617.417.724.120.6 Amos Area

%%%%%%%%%%
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Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

486450416405351342287297 Mont-Laurier Area

470468395409317330251262 Amos Area
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Average Apartment Rents
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9789811381333803873623649897 Mont-Laurier Area

1,1899852492285744743162395044 Amos Area
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11.711.49.312.19.08.017.312.915.821.4 Val-d’Or Area

10.015.56.413.66.913.513.316.021.525.0 Rouyn-Noranda Area

%%%%%%%%%%
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Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

498497438437367362291310 Val-d’Or Area

525516444444367360287286 Rouyn-Noranda Area
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3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

2,1792,201548590891896536538204177 Val-d’Or Area

2,8982,9984024351,4261,390769830301343 Rouyn-Noranda Area
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0.92.20.61.30.61.81.72.50.84.6 Joliette Area

     Notre-Dame-des-Prairies

0.41.30.00.70.41.20.81.4**** 2- St-Charles-Borromée &

1.32.81.11.70.92.52.23.10.94.0 1- City of Joliette

%%%%%%%%%%
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Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
 by Zone and Bedroom Type

 Joliette Area

470471450424402364315335 Joliette Area

     Notre-Dame-des-Prairies

468478469443473345**** 2- St-Charles-Borromée &

470466430408375370319335 1- City of Joliette

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

 Joliette Area

4,4604,4057277192,2542,1711,0971,119382396 Joliette Area
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** Sample too small to disclose results
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  (*) Tracy, Ste-Anne-de-Sorel, Ste-Victoire-de-Sorel, St-Joseph-de-Sorel and St-Robert

5.88.44.26.34.97.68.110.211.316.7 Sorel-Tracy Area

4.77.44.85.33.36.18.59.93.215.8 2- Others (*)

6.89.42.68.86.28.87.710.6**** 1- City of Sorel

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

Sorel-Tracy Area

  (*)  Tracy, Ste-Anne-de-Sorel, Ste-Victoire-de-Sorel, St-Joseph-de-Sorel and St-Robert

438426377374335333265264 Sorel-Tracy Area

441431392388349341261264 2- Others (*)

430412366364318323**** 1- City of Sorel

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

Sorel-Tracy Area

2,3342,3363003011,4501,450483485101100 Sorel-Tracy Area
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** Sample too small to disclose results
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0.61.20.01.91.00.60.41.50.65.0 St-Jean-sur-Richelieu Area

2.20.00.00.04.30.0****N/AN/A 3- City of St-Luc

0.61.0****0.90.5****N/AN/A 2- City of Iberville

0.41.40.02.60.50.60.51.20.65.0 1- City of St-Jean

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type
St-Jean-sur-Richelieu Area

480487448438391357297315 St-Jean-sur-Richelieu Area
520528498457****N/AN/A 3- City of St-Luc

****407417****N/AN/A 2- City of Iberville

464479447439394358297315 1- City of St-Jean

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type
St-Jean-sur-Richelieu Area

7,7557,7531,6631,9394,2924,0921,5561,443244279 St-Jean-sur-Richelieu Area

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001

Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
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Universe
(Number of Housing Units)

** Sample too small to disclose results  /  N/A Data not available or not applicable
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2.23.70.60.62.33.13.25.91.04.5 Salaberry-de-Valleyfield Area

1.05.50.02.91.24.31.27.21.27.7 Lachute Area

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

423419406397362352335335 Salaberry-de-Valleyfield Area

464464402393341337319307 Lachute Area 

$$$$$$$$
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3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

2,1452,115313325956993702612174185 Salaberry-de-Valleyfield Area

842844112108361372186180183184 Lachute Area
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N/A Data not available or not applicable
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9.27.710.011.17.34.48.26.418.519.3 Sept-Îles Area

11.116.29.516.812.117.99.914.714.711.5 Baie-Comeau Area

14.620.612.217.517.022.611.921.020.415.3 2- Marquette Sector

8.212.06.815.97.813.38.29.012.09.8 1- Mingan Sector 

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

522510485476409405314309 Sept-Îles Area

541544499494420409343326 Baie-Comeau Area

522528460455382367348315 2- Marquette Sector

561565534534450443341331 1- Mingan Sector

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

2,4012,4794104611,0161,040736740239238 Sept-Îles Area

1,3181,358233259552572422421111106 Baie-Comeau Area

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001

Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
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2.63.90.72.61.92.43.24.65.08.0 Rimouski Area

10.811.44.110.97.37.815.513.114.318.3 Matane Area

6.59.26.317.93.86.89.55.812.516.7 Gaspé Area

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

545538495491413407340336 Rimouski Area

422410404398336334276279 Matane Area

496494460456383376324306 Gaspé Area

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

4,8974,8936716562,0332,0211,4431,542750674 Rimouski Area

1,2181,223148147477476439436154164 Matane Area

5385421121172342351681722418 Gaspé Area

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001

Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Universe
(Number of Housing Units)
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1.63.41.92.81.33.02.14.22.04.7  Rivière-du-Loup Area

1.41.30.01.51.00.52.41.82.23.5  Montmagny Area

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

501496443439361357297296  Rivière-du-Loup Area

451438450445367359296286  Montmagny Area

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

2,0482,0453203181,100I,099476480152148  Rivière-du-Loup Area

72271570683953891681718987  Montmagny Area

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001

Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Universe
(Number of Housing Units)

** Sample too small to disclose results
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3.12.84.51.92.92.63.22.50.06.6  Ste-Marie Area

2.32.72.01.01.31.34.55.90.72.5  St-Georges Area

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

452438411396326321263257  Ste-Marie Area

425420426418343340286286  St-Georges Area

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

7487091111034113851851604161  Ste-Marie Area

2,0421,9592002091,0891,016604577149157  St-Georges Area

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001

Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Universe
(Number of Housing Units)
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2.21.81.31.01.81.43.62.72.82.3  Drummondville Area

**1.2**0.6**1.3******** 2- Rest of Area

2.31.91.11.12.01.43.72.82.92.3 1- Drummondville

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

Drummondville Area

462446451415383364307301 Drummondville Area

**449**409******** 2- Rest of Area

468446454416383363307309 1- Drummondville

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

Drummondville Area

6,8726,5011,6751,5332,8542,5161,8011,802542650 Drummondville Area

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001

Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Universe
(Number of Housing Units)

** Sample too small to disclose results 
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0.71.30.00.20.10.72.13.12.22.1 St-Hyacinthe Area

2.52.50.40.91.80.92.64.612.39.5 Granby Area

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

490480441434372370333316 St-Hyacinthe Area

507502462460408400319307 Granby Area

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

5,9715,9481,1091,1133,1442,9701,3491,489369376 St-Hyacinthe Area

6,9536,8657366303,8483,8061,9321,967437462 Granby Area

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001

Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Universe
(Number of Housing Units)

C    A    N    A    D    A          M    O    R    T    G    A    G    E        A    N    D        H    O    U    S    I    N    G       C    O    R    P    O    R    A    T    I    O    N

  FASTfax - October 2002 Survey                                                                                                                                          Page 16 



1.41.10.70.70.80.92.62.14.70.9 Magog Area

3.56.04.06.13.46.03.15.04.59.3 Cowansville Area

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

502497441427337325284265 Magog Area

431415418411349340274260 Cowansville Area

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

1,7941,757307294998965383386106112 Magog Area

1,5631,5463543507397253813848987 Cowansville Area

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001

Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Universe
(Number of Housing Units)
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1.82.00.30.61.01.03.73.94.75.1 Victoriaville Area

7.911.53.45.67.911.89.513.79.712.3 Thetford Mines Area

%%%%%%%%%%

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001
Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

469485433437341336278258 Victoriaville Area

382371333330297297243236 Thetford Mines Area

$$$$$$$$

20022001200220012002200120022001

3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

3,5293,5025275631,9441,888687705371346 Victoriaville Area

1,2211,196179177517491370365155163 Thetford Mines Area

2002200120022001200220012002200120022001

Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Universe
(Number of Housing Units)
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16.713.010.47.015.911.320.315.825.029.3 La Tuque Area

%%%%%%%%%%
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Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

422414371364314312302300 La Tuque Area

$$$$$$$$
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Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

7556931351153643352122024441 La Tuque Area
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8.57.76.27.06.15.615.712.128.323.4 Shawinigan Area

8.97.64.26.33.85.724.112.6**** 4- Grand-Mère and St-Georges

8.44.02.41.55.82.716.17.0**** 3- Shawinigan-Sud

8.58.87.88.46.96.412.314.5****     City of Shawinigan (1 and 2)

9.08.49.87.87.67.19.813.6**** 2- Northeastern Sector

7.59.55.29.24.84.316.415.7**** 1- Downtown

%%%%%%%%%%
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Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket

Zone

Apartment Vacancy Rates
by Zone and Bedroom Type

Shawinigan Area

362362339338303303250266 Shawinigan Area

379389366365299300**** 4- Grand-Mère and St-Georges

390369382376316319**** 3- Shawinigan-Sud

350354318317297297****     City of Shawinigan (1 and 2)

369379312318310312**** 2- Northeastern Sector

325318337313276278**** 1- Downtown

$$$$$$$$
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3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Average Apartment Rents
by Zone and Bedroom Type

Shawinigan Area

4,7484,7891,4061,4022,3482,370838907156110 Shawinigan Area
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Total3-Bedroom +2-Bedroom1-BedroomBachelorMarket
Zone

Universe
(Number of Housing Units)

** Sample too small to disclose results
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