
Immigration Levels
for 2002

Immigration levels1 for 2002 came well
within the Immigration Plan’s range of
210,000 to 235,000 immigrants. A
total of 228,575 new immigrants came
to Canada in 2002. This figure repre-
sented a decline of nine percent com-
pared to 2001, or almost 22,000 fewer
immigrants. Higher levels were
achieved in 2001 through the federal
budget provision of special funds to
reduce the inventory of immigrant
applications at missions overseas.

Economic immigrants accounted for
60 percent of landings in 2002
(138,226 principal applicants and
dependants), while the family class
accounted for 29 percent (65,087) and
refugees for 11 percent (25,098). The
percentage of landings in each 
category did not change significantly
from 2001 (see chart 1 for additional
information).

For the fifth year running, China was
the leading source country, accounting

for just over 33,000 new immigrants to
Canada in 2002, or 15 percent of the
year’s total. Immigrants from India,
which ranked second as a source coun-
try, came closer to the Chinese total
compared to the previous year, rising
three percent to 28,754 and providing
13 percent of Canada’s 2002 total.

Measurement of 
Foreign Worker Flows

The implementation of the Immigration
and Refugee Protection Act (IRPA) at
the end of June 2002 means that cer-
tain categories of foreign workers no
longer require work permits. As a
result, there has been a decline in the
measured flows because some foreign
workers are no longer captured in the
administrative data. For example, small
groups of performing artists and peo-
ple who carry out after-sales servicing
(now extended to non-NAFTA coun-
tries), among others, no longer require
work permits. Other factors may also
have contributed to the measured
decline.

Recorded foreign worker flows were
down by six percent in 2002. Almost
88,000 foreign workers were admitted
to Canada, compared to about 93,000
the previous year. Declining numbers
were more evident among certain coun-
tries of origin, notably the U.S., with a
2002 decline of 15 percent, and the
U.K., falling by 10 percent. Notable
declines occurred at skill levels A (pro-
fessionals) and B (skilled and technical
workers), possibly reflecting the
changed regulations.

Recent U.S. Foreign 
Worker Trends

The U.S. accounted for 23 percent of
foreign worker flows in 2002 (20,271
workers). The number of workers from
the U.S. has been declining since the
second quarter of 2001. This trend was
interrupted only by a slight increase
during the second quarter of 2002. The
U.S. decline coincided with the high-
tech industry slowdown in the spring
of 2001 and intensified after the
attacks of September 11. Finally, more
recent declines coincided with the
implementation of IRPA.
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1 The data in this document are preliminary and will be revised, probably upwards, when all transactions for
2002 are entered into the Citizenship and Immigration Canada processing systems.
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Measurement of Foreign
Student Flows

Recorded foreign student flows dropped
by seven percent in 2002. Canada
admitted 68,763 foreign students 
during the year, compared to almost
74,000 in 2001. The drop coincided
with the implementation of IRPA at the
end of June 2002. Under the new regu-
lations, students registering for courses
of six months or less no longer require a
study permit. Even though Citizenship
and Immigration Canada (CIC) now
records fewer foreign students, this fact
does not necessarily mean that fewer
are coming to Canada.

South Korea and China were once again
the leading source countries for foreign
students, but India has increased in
importance in recent years, now ranking
eighth. Its flows increased by 66 percent
in 2002.

Citizenship Grants in 2002

In 2002, more than 140,500 immigrants
became Canadian citizens. This figure
represented 16 percent fewer people
than the year before, or a drop of
27,660. Since many immigrants take out
citizenship as soon as possible (after
three years’ residence in Canada as
immigrants), citizenship rates tend to fol-
low the immigration flows of at least
three years before. In 1998 and 1999,
immigration declined significantly over
preceding years. For example, immigra-
tion totalled 216,014 in 1997 and
174,159 in 1998. These fluctuations may
account for some of the 2002 decline
observed. Other factors, such as return
migration (immigrants who return tem-
porarily or permanently to their country
of origin), may also have had an impact
on the citizenship figures.

Feature Article: Foreign
Students Double between
1990 and 2001

The stock of foreign students in Canada
doubled over the 1990s to more than
130,000 students by the end of 2001.
East Asian countries increasingly led the
numbers. University level studies contin-
ued to figure prominently but the pro-
portion of students at the secondary
level or less decreased substantially.
Gender differences were less evident
than in earlier periods, but some 
countries, such as Japan and India, had
significant gender biases among their
students.
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NEW IMMIGRANTS
Immigration levels came well within the
2002 Immigration Plan’s range of
210,000 to 235,000 new immigrants. A
total of 228,575 new immigrants came
to Canada in 2002. This figure repre-
sented a decline of nine percent com-
pared to 2001, or almost 22,000 fewer
immigrants. Higher levels were achieved
in 2001 through the federal budget 
provision of special funds to reduce the
inventory of immigrant applications at
missions overseas.

Countries of Origin

For the fifth year running, China was
the leading source country of immi-
grants to Canada, accounting for just
over 33,000 new immigrants in 2002,
or 15 percent of the year’s total. China’s
landings declined by 18 percent com-
pared to 2001—a relatively larger drop

than the decline in overall immigrant
numbers.

The second and third largest source
countries (India and Pakistan, respec-
tively) experienced less dramatic change
over 2001 figures. India continued to

send a growing number of immigrants
to Canada in 2002, rising three percent
for the year to 28,754. Pakistan’s num-
bers declined by eight percent com-
pared to 2001. Overall, India provided
13 percent of immigrants to Canada in
2002, while Pakistan sent six percent of
the total.

Landing Categories

Economic immigrants accounted for
60 percent of landings in 2002
(138,226 principal applicants and
dependants), while the family class
accounted for 29 percent (65,087) and
refugees for 11 percent (25,098). The
percentage of landings in each category
did not change significantly from 2001.

Taking a look at principal applicant
numbers, skilled worker landings
decreased by nine percent, a figure that
matched the drop in the overall immi-
grant levels in 2002. The number of
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business immigrants continued to
decline through 2002 to a year-end
drop of 26 percent. Live-in caregiver
landings also declined by about 24 per-
cent compared to 2001.

Landings in the provincial nominee 
category grew by 65 percent in 2002
(679 principal applicants). The increases
reflected a number of new and expand-
ed provincial nominee agreements
signed between the federal government
and several provinces, including
Manitoba, P.E.I., Alberta and Nova
Scotia, among others.

Destinations

Some 49 percent of 2002 immigrants
were destined to Toronto on arrival in
Canada—a proportion that has been
roughly maintained in the past three
years. Another 14 percent were destined
for Montréal and 13 percent for
Vancouver. Vancouver has seen its share
of Canada’s new immigrants drop

steadily since 1999, when it received
about 17 percent of new immigrants.

FOREIGN WORKERS
The number of foreign workers recorded
has been affected by the implementa-
tion of the Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act (IRPA) in the second half
of 2002. Specific impacts are described
in more detail below. In some cases, for-
eign workers who previously required a
work permit no longer require one. CIC
put these measures into place to facili-
tate the movement of foreign workers
to Canada. The decline in recorded
flows does not necessarily mean that
fewer foreign workers are coming to
Canada.

Countries of Origin

In 2002, foreign worker flows were
down by six percent. Almost 88,000 

foreign workers were admitted to
Canada in 2002, compared to about
93,000 the previous year. The decline
occurred in the last two quarters of the
year. The fourth quarter decline was
15 percent compared to the same quar-
ter in 2001. Declining numbers were
more evident among certain countries
of origin—notably the U.S., with a
2002 decline of  15 percent and the
U.K., falling by 10 percent. In both
cases the declines were more precipi-
tous in the final quarter, falling 33 per-
cent and 21 percent for each country,
respectively.

Despite overall declines, several top
10 countries recorded significant
increases, including Australia (16 per-
cent), Japan (23 percent) and the
Philippines (15 percent). The final
months of the year figured prominently
in the Australian and Japanese increas-
es, with fourth-quarter numbers increas-
ing 55 percent and 30 percent, respec-
tively, over the same quarter of 2001.

The U.S. and Mexico continued to be
the leading sources of foreign workers.
The U.S. accounted for 23 percent of
foreign worker flows in 2002 (20,271
workers) and Mexico accounted for
13 percent (11,381 workers).

The number of workers from the U.S.
has been declining since the second
quarter of 2001. This trend was inter-
rupted by a slight increase during the
second quarter of 2002, but the down-
ward trend continued during the final
two quarters of the year. The onset of
the U.S. declines coincided with the
high-tech industry slowdown in the
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spring of 2001. These declines contin-
ued and intensified after the attacks of
September 11. Finally, more recent
declines coincided with the implementa-
tion of IRPA.

Skill Levels

Notable declines occurred at skill level A
(professionals), whose 2002 total reflect-
ed a drop of 21 percent (almost 6,700
fewer workers) over the previous year.
The decline was especially sharp in the
last two quarters of the year; the final
quarter figures declined 37 percent com-
pared to the fourth quarter of 2001. Part
of this decline can be attributed to a
regulatory change under IRPA. For exam-
ple, performing artist groups of fewer
than 15 people no longer require work
permits. Only 2,020 artists entered
under the category in 2002, and all in
the first six months of the year. This com-

pares to about 5,500 in 2001—35 per-
cent of whom were from the U.S.

Similar declines were recorded at skill
level B (skilled and technical workers),
with year-end totals down by 12 per-
cent (around 1,750 fewer workers) com-
pared to 2001, and a decline of 36 per-
cent in the final quarter. IRPA regula-
tions extended the after-sales servicing
provisions under NAFTA to people of all
countries of origin. Prior to the regulato-
ry change, about 5,000 people a year
were issued work permits for after-sales
servicing, about 60 percent of whom
were classified at skill level B.

Workers at skill level C (intermediate
and clerical, including seasonal agricul-
tural workers) gained three percent in
2002, becoming the largest single
group of foreign workers in Canada.
Flows reached 26,455 workers for the
year. Despite the overall rise, the fourth
quarter reflected a modest decline over

the same period in 2001, dropping by
three percent.

Workers at the lowest skill level (D—
elemental and labour) declined by five
percent over 2001 totals, but accounted
for only one percent of overall foreign
worker flows.

Destinations

British Columbia and the provinces of
Atlantic Canada (except New Brunswick)
increased their numbers of foreign work-
ers in 2002, ranging from eight percent
growth in British Columbia to 11 per-
cent for P.E.I. This added almost 1,200
more workers to British Columbia, with
Nova Scotia adding the next largest
group with almost 200 more.

Among Canada’s largest cities, only
Vancouver increased the number of for-
eign workers, adding 10 percent com-
pared to 2001. Montréal and Toronto’s
numbers dropped 15 and seven per-
cent, respectively. Among Canada’s
smaller cities, several recorded substan-
tial drops, including Ottawa, down 24
percent (700 fewer workers); Edmonton,
down 23 percent (almost 500 fewer
workers); and Winnipeg, down 24 per-
cent (almost 300 fewer workers). These
declines are partly attributable to the
new IRPA regulations.

Foreign Students

Under the new IRPA regulations, stu-
dents registered in courses of six
months or less in duration no longer
require a study permit. CIC put these
measures into place to facilitate the
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movement of foreign students to
Canada. While the count of foreign stu-
dents dropped because of this change,
this fact does not necessarily mean that
fewer foreign nationals are coming to
Canada to study—just that CIC records
fewer of them.

Countries of Origin

The flow of foreign students to Canada
dropped by seven percent in 2002.
Canada admitted 68,763 foreign 
students during the year, compared to
almost 74,000 in 2001. Eight of the top
10 countries of origin (except India and
Hong Kong) showed significant declines
in the fourth quarter. The drop coincides
with the implementation of IRPA at the
end of June 2002. In 2001, about
18 percent of student flows had permits

of six months or less. After the regula-
tions were implemented, this proportion
dropped to eight percent.2

South Korea and China were once again
the leading source countries for foreign
students and despite the overall decline,
flows from each of these countries
increased by two percent for the year.
Fourth-quarter declines were evident,
however, with South Korea dropping
19 percent compared to the same quar-
ter in 2001 and China dropping six per-
cent. India has grown in importance in
recent years and now ranks as the
eighth leading source country. It
increased its student flows by 66 per-
cent in 2002, to 2,034 new students.

Japan, the U.S. and Mexico ranked third,
fourth and fifth, respectively. All three

countries recorded significant declines
in the number of students beginning in
the third quarter. Mexico’s 2002 decline
was the most dramatic, dropping
25 percent for the year. Because of the
short average duration of Mexican stu-
dent permits, part of this decline was
attributable to the new regulations.

Level of Study

The largest group of students was des-
tined for university level studies in 2002,
accounting for 36 percent of the total,
or 24,413 students. The proportion of
students at this level increased by a
modest two percent over the 2001 share.
The next largest group was students at
the secondary level or less with 22 per-
cent of the 2002 total. As students at
this level are often the dependants of
foreign workers in Canada, totals are
partly driven by foreign worker flows.
Students at the other post-secondary
level of study accounted for 17 percent
of students in 2002.

All levels of study reflected an absolute
decline in numbers in 2002. Again,
these declines were concentrated in the
last two quarters of the year. Students
classified at the “other level of study”
—that is, students whose level did not
fit the university, trade, post-secondary,
or secondary or less—declined at the
greatest rate in the last two quarters.
This drop is very likely due to the fact
that prior to the implementation of
IRPA, students at this level were twice
as likely as others to have permits of
less than six months.
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2  Some permits are still issued for six months or less, because students who think they may want to extend
their study period beyond the first six months are encouraged to obtain a student permit so that they 
do not have to leave Canada in order to extend their study period.



Destinations

Among Canada’s three largest cities, the
2002 decline in foreign student num-
bers was felt disproportionately in
Vancouver, which admitted 2,442 fewer
students than in 2001. This brought the
2002 Vancouver total to 16,804 new
students, a decline of 13 percent.
Vancouver admitted about 24 percent
of the foreign students who came to
Canada in 2002. Toronto’s numbers
declined by five percent, accounting for
20 percent of foreign students.
Montréal also registered a significant
drop, falling by 12 percent or 1,075
fewer students.

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick experi-
enced growth of seven percent and five
percent, respectively. Since Atlantic
Canada has a relatively large number of
foreign students at the university level
whose study period well exceeds six
months, this part of the country did not
record the declines seen in other parts
of the country.

CITIZENSHIP
More than 140,500 immigrants became
Canadian citizens in 2002. This figure
represented 16 percent fewer people
than the year before—or a drop of
27,660. Since many immigrants take out
citizenship as soon as possible (after
three years’ residence in Canada as
immigrants), citizenship grants tend to
follow the immigration flows of at least
three years before. In 1998 and 1999,

immigration declined significantly over
the preceding years. For example, immi-
gration totalled 216,014 in 1997 and
174,159 in 1998. These fluctuations
may account for some of the 2002
decline observed.

Among the leading source countries,
citizenship numbers for immigrants from
Hong Kong dropped by almost half
(from 12,892 to 6,828). This drop coin-
cided with a decline in immigrant num-
bers from Hong Kong that began in
1998 and accelerated in 1999. Looking
back on immigration trends from that
period for the other leading countries,
2002 citizenship grants tended to mirror
the upward or downward trend of those
years. China was the notable exception.
Immigration from China increased
somewhat in 1998 and dramatically in
1999, but citizenship numbers declined
from 2001 to 2002.

Another factor that may have accounted
for the declines was the phenomenon of
return migration. When immigrants
return to their country of origin for peri-
ods of time, it delays their qualification
for Canadian citizenship. Some of these
immigrants may not return to Canada.
More people than previously observed
may have returned to their country of
origin in this way.

FEATURE ARTICLE
Foreign Student Trends
1990–2001

The number of foreign students in
Canada has increased rapidly in recent
years, doubling over the 1990s to more
than 130,000 students by the end of
2001. East Asian countries increasingly
lead foreign student numbers. Together,
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South Korea, China, Hong Kong and
Japan accounted for 43 percent of for-
eign students in Canada in 2001. Among
these countries, China and South Korea,
who accounted for only five percent of
students in 1990, now make up 30 per-
cent of the national total.

Mexico is emerging as an increasingly
important source of foreign students,
ranking eighth overall in 2001. On aver-
age, Mexican students stay in Canada for
shorter periods of time than do students
from other leading source countries.

Ontario hosts the largest proportion of
foreign students, with about one in
three foreign students in 2001.
Nevertheless, a noticeable shift from
Ontario to British Columbia has also
been evident since 1990, as Ontario
watched its share drop from 42 percent
that year to its 2001 level. Between
1990 and 2001, British Columbia
increased its share from 20 to 30 per-

cent of the national total. The trend
toward British Columbia is related to
the tendency of students from top East
Asian source countries to study in
British Columbia. Principal source 
countries can vary across Canadian
provinces. For example, Quebec’s lead-
ing source of foreign students is

France—a phenomenon that does not
hold true in other parts of the country.
The tendency of French students to
study in Quebec is likely related to spe-
cific agreements between the province
and France that allow French nationals
to study in Quebec without paying 
foreign student fees under certain 
circumstances.

University level studies continued to 
figure prominently, accounting for about
44 percent of foreign students, a 
proportion consistent with levels
throughout the 1990s. The proportion of
students at the secondary level or less
has decreased substantially, however,
from 39 percent of the total in 1990 to
23 percent in 2001. At the same time,
students at the other post-secondary
level increased from four percent in
1990 to 13 percent. Trade level studies
(predominantly college and CEGEP)
have also become more important,
going from nine percent of student
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totals in 1990 to 13 percent in 2001.
South Korean students have been espe-
cially prominent in trade level increases,
accounting for 44 percent of that 
country’s students in 2001.

The average length of study of post-
secondary foreign students was not
much different in 2001 than it was in
1990. Students stayed for an average of
761 days (2.1 years) in 2001 as opposed
to 747 days in 1990 (also 2.1 years).
However, during the 1990s, the average

study period dropped to a low of 661
days (1.8 years) in 1997 and peaked at
almost 800 days (2.2 years) in 2000.
University level students stayed the
longest, at an average of 887 days
(2.4 years) in 2001. In the same year,
other post-secondary students stayed an
average of 618 days (1.7 years) and
trade level students stayed an average
of 592 days (1.6 years).

Women make up a smaller proportion
of foreign students than men. About
47 percent of foreign students were
female in 2001, compared to 45 percent
in 1990 and 36 percent in 1980. In terms
of numbers, this translated into about
8,000 more male students than female
students in 2001. Japan is an anomaly
among the top source countries in terms
of the large proportion of female 
students who come to Canada. Female
Japanese students outnumber their male
counterparts by a ratio of 2:1 in post-
secondary studies. At the other extreme,
more than three quarters of post-sec-
ondary students from India are male.
Greater gender parity exists among the
other top 10 source countries.
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ANNEX A – TABLES
Table 1 – Immigration by Level3 (Principal Applicants, Spouses and Dependants)
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3  The data in this document are preliminary counts and will be revised, probably upwards, when all transac-
tions for 2002 are entered into the CIC processing system.



Table 2 – Immigration by Top 10 Source Countries 
(Principal Applicants, Spouses and Dependants)
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Table 3 – Immigration by Province and Census Metropolitan Area 
(Principal Applicants, Spouses and Dependants)
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Table 4 – Temporary Foreign Workers by Top 10 Source Country

Table 5 – Temporary Foreign Workers by Skill Level
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Table 6 – Temporary Foreign Workers by Province and Census Metropolitan Area
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Table 7 – Foreign Students by Level of Study

Table 8 – Foreign Students by Top 10 Source Countries
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Table 9 – Foreign Students by Province and Census Metropolitan Area
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Table 10 – Citizenship Grants by Top 10 Countries
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ANNEX B –
GLOSSARY
Business Immigrant
Business immigrants include three class-
es of immigrants—investors, entrepre-
neurs and self-employed people.
Business immigrants become permanent
residents on the basis of their ability to
become economically established in
Canada. The spouse and children of the
business immigrant are also included in
this category.

Convention Refugee 
A person who, by reason of a well-
founded fear of persecution for reasons
of race, religion, nationality, membership
in a particular social group or political
opinion, is (a) outside each of their
countries of nationality and is unable, or
by reason of that fear, unwilling to avail
themselves of the protection of each of
those countries; or (b) not having a
country of nationality, is outside the
country of their former habitual resi-
dence and is unable, or by reason of
that fear, unwilling to return to that
country.

Dependant 
The spouse, common-law partner or
conjugal partner and children of a land-
ed immigrant. A dependent child is
either a biological child or an adopted
child. Children can be dependent if they
meet one of the following conditions:

• they are under age 22 and unmar-
ried or not in a common-law rela-
tionship;

• they have been full-time students
since before age 22, attend a post-
secondary educational institution
and have been substantially
dependent on the financial support
of a parent since before age 22 and,
if married or a common-law partner,
since becoming a spouse or a com-
mon-law partner; or

• they are age 22 or over and have
been substantially dependent on the
financial support of a parent since
before age 22 because of a physical
or mental condition.

Before June 28, 2002, dependants were
defined as the spouse of a landed immi-
grant and the children of that immigrant
who were unmarried and under 19
years of age; or continuously enrolled as
full-time students in an educational
institution and financially supported by
their parents since reaching age 19 (or
if married before age 19, from the date
of their marriage); or due to a medical
condition, unable to support themselves
and are dependent on their parents for
financial support.

Economic Immigrant 
People selected for their skills and 
ability to contribute to Canada’s 
economy, including skilled workers,
business people and provincial 
nominees.

Entrepreneur 
An immigrant who has been admitted
to Canada by demonstrating that they:

• have managed and controlled a per-
centage of equity in a qualifying
business for at least two years in
the period beginning five years
before they apply; and

• have a legally obtained net worth of
at least $300,000 Canadian.

Family Class 
A class of immigrants to Canada made
up of close relatives of a sponsor in
Canada, including a spouse, common-
law partner or conjugal partner; depend-
ent children; parents and grandparents;
children under age 18 whom the spon-
sor intends to adopt in Canada; children
of whom the sponsor is the guardian;
brothers, sisters, nephews, nieces and
grandchildren who are orphans under
age 18; and any other relative, if the
sponsor has no relative as described
above, either abroad or in Canada.

Flows
Based on the initial entry method, the
number of people identified as entering
the CIC system (and presumably 
the country) for the first time. CIC 
commonly measures foreign student
flows and foreign worker flows. Flows
are calculated based on the earliest
effective date of any valid permit issued
to a foreign student or a foreign worker.
The Monitor’s quarterly figures measure
foreign student flows and foreign work-
er flows as opposed to stocks (see stock
definition for more details).
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Foreign Student
A temporary resident who has been
approved by an immigration officer to
study in Canada. The study permit iden-
tifies the level of study and the length
of time the individual may study in
Canada. Students do not need a study
permit for courses of six months or less
if they will finish the course within the
period of stay authorized upon entry,
which is usually six months. Before June
28, 2002, students did not need a study
permit for English and French as a sec-
ond language courses of three months
or less. Every foreign student must have
a student authorization, but may also
have been issued other types of permits
or authorizations.

Foreign Worker
A foreign national who has been
authorized to enter and remain in
Canada, on a temporary basis, as a
worker. This category excludes foreign
students and people who have been
issued employment authorizations for
humanitarian reasons. Every foreign
worker must have an employment
authorization, but may also have other
types of permits or authorizations.

Government-Assisted Refugees 
People who are selected abroad for
resettlement to Canada as Convention
refugees under the Immigration and
Refugee Protection Act or as members
of the Humanitarian-protected Persons
Abroad Classes, and who receive reset-
tlement assistance from the federal 
government.

Investor 
An immigrant who has been admitted
to Canada because they:

• have business experience as defined
in the Regulations;

• have a legally obtained net worth of
at least $800,000 Canadian; and 

• have invested $400,000 Canadian
before receiving a visa.

The Canadian government allocates the
investment to participating provinces
and territories, which guarantee the
investment and use it to develop their
economies and create jobs. The invest-
ment is repaid, without interest, after
five years.

Joint Assistance Sponsorship
(JAS)
A joint undertaking by a sponsoring
group and CIC to sponsor refugees
requiring special assistance and whose
admissibility depends upon the addi-
tional support of a sponsor. In order to
resettle successfully, these refugees may
require more than a 12-month sponsor-
ship. Under the JAS Program, CIC pro-
vides financial assistance to cover the
cost of food, shelter, clothing and essen-
tial household goods. The sponsor’s role
is to provide orientation, significant set-
tlement assistance and emotional sup-
port. Refugees sponsored under the JAS
program are identified as having special
needs that will likely result in a longer
or more difficult period of integration.

Landing 
The permission given to a person to live
in Canada as a permanent resident. An
immigrant who has been "landed" is a
permanent resident.

Level of Skill
Skill levels for foreign worker occupa-
tions are derived from the National
Occupational Classification (NOC) 
system. They are:

0 – Managerial

A – Professionals

B – Skilled and Technical

C – Intermediate and Clerical

D – Elemental and Labour

E – Not Stated (This category is the
result of special programs and of
foreign workers who were able to
enter Canada initially with no
requirement for a foreign worker
permit)

Level of Study
There are five levels of study shown for
the foreign student population in
Canada. They are:

1. University – Foreign students pur-
suing undergraduate, postgraduate
(master’s and doctoral) and other
studies at university institutions in
Canada.

2. Trade – Foreign students pursuing
education in a vocational trade at
non-university educational institu-
tions in Canada (such as technical
and vocational institutions, CEGEP,
and colleges).
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3. Other Post-Secondary – Foreign
students pursuing a post-secondary
level of study, not specifically univer-
sity or trade level. This category may
include language institutions, private
institutions and university qualifying
programs.

4. Secondary or Less – Foreign 
students attending primary or 
secondary educational institutions
in Canada.

5. Other – Foreign students who
could not be classified at any of the
above levels of study.

Live-in Caregiver
A temporary resident of Canada who
has successfully completed the equiva-
lent of Canadian secondary school; has
six months of full-time training in a field
or occupation related to that for which
they are seeking a work permit; is able
to speak, read and understand English
or French at a level sufficient to commu-
nicate effectively in an unsupervised sit-
uation; and signs an employment con-
tract with the future employer.

Participants in this program may apply
for permanent resident status in Canada
after completing two years of live-in
caregiving employment within three
years of arrival in Canada.

Other
This category includes people classified
as Post-Determination Refugee
Claimants or members of the Deferred
Removal Order Class.

Permanent Residence for
Protected Persons in Canada 
People who have been determined to
be Protected Persons by the Immigration
and Refugee Board in Canada or
through the Pre-Removal Risk Assess-
ment, and who have been granted 
permanent residence as a result.

Provincial Nominee
An immigrant selected by the provinces
and territories for specific skills that will
contribute to the local economy. The
Regulations establish a provincial nomi-
nee class, allowing provinces and terri-
tories that have agreements with CIC to
nominate a certain number of workers.
A nominee must meet federal admissi-
bility requirements, such as those relat-
ed to health and security.

Principal Applicant 
(Business Applicant) 
The person who best meets the defini-
tion for one or more of the types of
business immigrants and in whose
name the application for immigration
is made.

Principal Applicant (Economic
Applicant) 
The person who is likely to earn the
most points in the self-assessment and
in whose name the immigration applica-
tion is made.

Privately Sponsored Refugees 
Refugees selected abroad for resettle-
ment to Canada who receive resettle-
ment assistance from private sources.

Refugee Protection Claimant 
A person who has arrived in Canada
and who seeks the protection of
Canada. If such a person receives a final
determination that he or she has been
determined to be a Protected Person, he
or she may then apply for permanent
residence.

Self-Employed People
An immigrant who has (a) shown that
they can and intend to create their own
employment in Canada and (b) that
they can contribute significantly either
to the Canadian economy as farmers or
to the cultural or athletic life of Canada.

Skilled Worker 
Immigrants selected for their skills,
which will ensure their success in a 
fast-changing labour market and benefit
the Canadian economy. The Regulations
stress education, English or French 
language abilities, and work experience
involving certain skills, rather than 
specific occupations.

Stocks
Stock statistics measure the number of
people present in the CIC system on a
specific date in each year of observa-
tion. CIC commonly measures foreign
student stocks and foreign worker
stocks. For a foreign student or a for-
eign worker to be counted as present in
the stock, he or she must have a valid
student or work authorization on that
date. Any foreign student or foreign
worker who has been granted landed
status on or before the observation date
is excluded from the stock count from
that date forward.
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