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In advance of our celebration of the International Year of the Family in 1994,
this issue ofResearch and Development Highliglesplores family housing
conditions in Canada. Its special focus is on those in housing need.

All data pertains to 1991 and is derived from Statistics Canada housing cost
surveys sponsored by a partnership of the provincial housing agencies with
CMHC. These surveys covered over 9.5 million households — all those outside
of institutions and living off reserve in the ten provinces. One-third or 3.15
million of these households supported children under 16 years of age. In total,
these families housed 5.6#llion young Canadians.

Findings

Family Household Characteristics

Different socio-economic characteristics and housing conditions distinguish
Canada’s three basic family household groups. Two-parent family
households are the most prevalent, compri§iger cent of all families.

They have the highest incomes and allocate the smallest proportion of
income to housing. On average four persons in size, two-parent households
own their homes eight times out of ten. Single parents, primarily females,
account for 13 per cent of family households. These families have the lowest
incomes and spend the highest proportion of income on shelter. On average
three persons in size, they rent seven times out of ten. Other configurations of
family households make up the remaining two per cent of families with
children under 16. These include, for example, single parents sharing with
parents, and aunts and uncles or grandparents living with children.

Cette publication est aussi disponible en francais sous le titre Les families, les enfants et les besoins de logernent au Canada en
1991.
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‘Canada's Family Households Profiled, 1991 ~ "™ """

1 Parent 2 Parent Other Family | All Family
Households Households Households | Households
Numbers (0005)
households 399 2,680 71 3,149
children 638 4,872 109 5,620
Own:Rent (ratio) 31:69 80:20 58:42 73:27
Female-led 86% 60%
Income (1990 S) $25,500 $56,700 $46,300 $52,500
Shelter
Costs-to-Income 32.1% 18.2% 21.6% 20.1%
Ratio

How WellHousedAre Our Familiesand YoungCanadians?

Canadiarfamilies are well housed.In 1991, 68 percentor 2.125million family’ households
enjoyedhousingwhich meetsorexceedsll of today’sstandards.

Oftherest,54 percentspentmorethan today’snorm (paying 30 percentor moreof their
householdncomefor shelter),while 46 percentoccupiedhousingconsideredrowdedor
inadequate However,mostof thesefamily household$iadthe meango afford to rentdwelling
units of suitablesizewhich were in adequateondition. Only 309,000were unableto obtain
unsubsidizednarketrentalhousingmeetingcrowdingandadequacyiorms without spending
30 percentormore of their householdincomes. They werein corehousingneed(Figure 1).
And, althoughthey representetessthanten percentof all family householdsn 1991, these
householdsverehometo some548,000young Canadians.

Figure 1l Proportion of family households that are in need, 1991
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While alImostunknownto mostfamily householdsgore housingneedis strikingly familiar
tosome. In 1991, single-parenhouseholdsndtheir childrenwere 11 times moresusceptible
to housingneedthantwo-parentfamily households.Similarly, familieswho rentaremuch
moreproneto housingneedthan thosewho own. Foreveryownerfamily in housingneed,
thereweresix renter-familyhousehold@ndtheir children. Singleparentswho rentare the
mostproneto housingneed: oneof everytwo experienceaorehousingneedn 1991.

For over two-thirds, housing conditions met or
exceeded today's housing standards.
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'Canada's Family Households in Core Housing Need, 1991

1 Parent 2 Parent Other Family All Family
Households Households Households Households

Numbers (‘0Q0s)

households

- owners 29 52 90

-renters 145 69 1 219

-all 174 121 14 309

children

-owners 50 108 . 171

-renters 241 126 . 376

-all 291 234 23 548
Own:Rent (ratio) 17:83 43:57 29:71
Income (1990 $) $14,000 $16,700 $18,600 $15,300
Shelter
Costs-to-Income 47.1% 45.3% 37.3% 46.0%
Ratio

|—.

Other families in core housing need is too small topresent reliable estimates bytenure.

HousingAffordability andincome

Housingaffordability isthe predominantauseof core housingneedamongstamily
households:84 percentof family householdgn needin 1991 spent30 percentor moreof their
incomeson housing. Only 48,000core needamilies or 16 percentlived in crowdedor
inadequatehousing.

Behindthesefamily housingaffordability problemslie low incomes.In 1991. household
incomefor families in coreneedwasone-quarteof that for familiesnotin need. And shelter
expenditurezonsumed.7 timesmoreof their householdncomesthan they did for families
notin need.

Wheredo Families in NeedLive?

In 1991,71 percentof all familiesin core housingneedwere renterseventhoughonly 27 per
centof all family householdsented. Thelargestsingleconcentratiorresidedin apartmentsor
flats in Canada’surbanareas: some 120,000rentingfamilies andtheir 185,00Cchildren.
Indeedjustoverthreein tenurbanfamily rentersliving in apartmentsvere in core housing
needin 1991. Thesearethefamily householdsvhosechildrenare mostsusceptiblgo housing
needin Canada.

The only regionof the countryin which family housingneedwassignificantly lowerthan
averagenvasQuebec. Only eightpercentof family householdsindtheir childrenlived in need
in Quebecwhile 11 percentor moreexperiencedhousingneedconditionsin the Prairiesand

British Columbia(Figure 2).
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Conclusion

Thouch less than one inten Canadia family

household livesin housirg neeal today, the number

affecta isstill significant According tothe most
recen dat available sone 309.0® ard their
548,0® children experiene housirg need Very
few of these family household live in crowded or
inadequat housing The dominan cau® of
housirg neal is affordability, and the family

household mog affectal are rentes in urban areas,

especial} single parensand their children.
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A future isse of Researh and Development
Highlights will examire in greate detal the
income ard labou force characteristis of all
household in housirg need including families.

Thisisste of Reseat+h and Development
Highlightshas been producel as aresut of work
carried out in the Researk Division of Canada
Mortgage ard Housirg Corporation (CMHC). It is
the seconl isste to examire the natuie of housing
neelin Canacin 1991 More gener&information
on housirg need measuremetrtonceps andtools
isalo availabk from Isste 7 of this series or from
the comprehensig NHA report ‘Core Housing
Neeal in Canada.”

For further information contad¢ Mr. J. Engeland,
ResearcheHousirg Need Analysis at
(613 748-2799.

The Researh ard Internation& Affairs Directorate
of CMHC carriesout ard finances a broad range of
researh on the social econom¢ andtechnical
aspeds of housing This CMHC Researh and
DevelopmenHighlights issLe isone of aseries
intendel to inform you abou the natue ard scope
of thes activities.

For more infomation on CMHC housirg research,
contact:

The Canadian Housing Information Centre
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation
Building C1-200

700 Montreal Road

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OP7

(613) 748-2367

The Corporation assumeno liability for any damage injury or expens that may happen asa resut of this
publication.
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