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Introduction

Growth in the number of households is the major source of housing demand.
Such growth occurs as the population grows and ages and as social and economic
forces alter preferences for different living arrangements.

ThisResearch and Development Highligletscribes changes in the number
and composition of households in Canada between 1 97 | and 199 | and
comments on likely changes in the next twenty years. It documents the growing
importance of non-traditional living arrangements, particularly lone-parent and
one-person households. All data presented come from custom tabulations of
census data.

Definitions

A household is a person or group of people who occupy a separate dwelling unit.
According to census definitions. a non—family household is any household that
does not contain a census family, while a family household contains at least one
census family. A census family is a husband and wife (including common—Iaw)
with or without never—married children or a lone parent with one or more
never-married children. The number of family households is slightly lower than
the total number of families since there are a relatively small number of
households that contain more than one family.

Cette publication est aussi disponible en francais sous le titre Evolution des ménages au Canada, 1971-91.



Households

grew over

twice as fast

as the

population,

reducing the

average

household

size from 3.6

to 2.7 persons.

1971-91: An Overview

Between1971 and 1991, the numberof house-

holdsin Canadancreasedly two-thirds—from
six to tenmillion. Householdgyrewovertwice
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asfast asthe population,reducinghe average Millions

householdsizefrom 3.6t0 2.7 personsGrowth

wasespeciallystrong in thefirst halfof the

period when householdsncreasean average

by 225,000peryear.afigure that droppedto
174,000in thefollowing tenyears.

Thenumberof non-family households—

peopleliving aloneor with otherunrelated

individuals—increasetly 150percentduring

the period:in 1971.fewerthan onein five
householdsverenon-familyhouseholds,

iFamily [l Non-family

comparedo morethan onein fourin 1991. By

contrastfamily householdgrew moreslowl

y.

shrinkingproportionatelyfrom 80 to72 percent

of all householdsOverthe whole period,

family householdsncreasedby 2.3 million and HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE, CANADA, 1971-91
non-familyhousehold$y 1.7 million.

VarioUs interrelatedexplanatioiisfor TolaL ey ten-Famly
strong householdyrowth and shrinking sosas  avor 11064
householdsizeshavebeengiven. Theseinclude arme  bane  Zoss
decliningfertility andmarriagerates, A S
increasinodivorcerates, postponemenof first percen of All Househods)
marriagesincreasingabourforce participation 1971 1000%  B1.7% 18.3%
by women,a greatedemandor privacy, 1991 oo TREe A
increasingaffluenceandentryofthe large wmer | wze zman s
babyboomgenerationinto the housingmarket. ven 20% 18.1% 35.8%

In 1971, thefirst of the babyboomerswerein
their earlytwentiesandjust beginningto leave

hometo form households.

Family Households

Although family householdsasagroup
increasednuchless rapidly thannon—family
householdsdifferentfamily typesgrew at
widely variantrates.At oneextreme with
divorceratesrising, lone-parentouseholds
more thandoubledduring the period. At the
other, coupleswith children, the dominant

householdtype atthe outsebdf the period, grew
by lessthan a quarterdecliningasa proportion
of all householdfrom onein two tojustover

onein three.Coupleswithout childrengrew
slightly fasterthanthe averagefor all
households.
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE

Canada, 1971-91
As Percentage of All Households

% of all households

1976 1981 1986 1991
Year

CC - couples with children C - couples without children
1P - one person LP - lone parent
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Householdsomposedf a husbandandwife (with or without children)declinedfrom 73
to 62 percenwf all householdsThesecoupleswereincreasinglylesslikely to beformally
married.Betweenl1981 and 1991,common-lawcouplesaccountedor nearlyhalf the growth in
husband-wifdamilies.

Thenumberof multi-fami_ly_ FAMILY AND NON-FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE,
householdshouseholdgontaining CANADA, 1971-91
two or r_norefa_mllles, drOppEbe_ a FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS NON-FAMILY
quarterin thefirst halfof the period Couples  Couples HOUSEHOLDS

.. A - without th L Muiti-
anamllle-S-that had been“V'ng with Chlld!:n ch?:'dren Pa?re\:l Falrjr::ly Pe(.?v:in Other
other families soughtseparate . (Thousands)
. 1971
accommodationAfter 1981 and 1976 266 si61 o7 12083
particularlywith the arrival of the EE:'—, s0a0  oi2o 971 | veser
recessiorat the endof the decade, ST W86 | 22971
multi-family householdsncreasedss [l i , P R
families evidently wereforcedonce 1991 S 1Ee | 2%
againto shareaccommodation. 197161 oromnd
57.7% -24.7% 107.4%

1981-91 ! 35.2% 27.9% 36.6%

Non-Family Households

Peopleliving alonemakeup overeighty percentof non-family householdsNearlytripling their
numberspne-persorhouseholdggrewfasterthan any otherhouseholdtype between1971 and
1991 In 1971. fewerthan onein severhouseholdsonsistedof a singlepersonaratio that had
climbedto nearlyonein four by 1991.High divorcerates,low marriagerates,and ademandor
privacyno doubtcontributedto this increase.

Othernon-family householdsgomposedf two or moreunrelatedindividuals,grewat
virtually the samerateasthe total numberof householdsGrowth wasstrongerthanaverage.
however,overthe lastten yearsof the period: it would seemthat a weakereconomyconvinced
someindividuals,youngpeoplein particularto shareaccommodatiomwith others.

Conclusion: The Next Twenty Years

In Canadathe 1971-91 periodwas

characterizetby relatively strongbut GROWTH IN ONE-PERSON
moderatinghouseholdyrowth anddeclining AND LONE-PARENT HOUSEHOLDS
householdsizes One-persommnd lone-parent conede remen
householdgrewfasterthan all other Go7, Srovin i Percent

householdypes,accountingor half of all
householdyrowth.Clearly. thereis no longera
singledominant,or typical, householdype.
Many of the factorsunderlyingthe pattern
of recenthouseholdyrowth showlittle signof
abating:for example,marriageratesremain
low anddivorcerateshigh. As well. Canada’s

1971-76  1976-81 1981.86 1986-91

populationcontinuego age:all but the
youngesbf the baby boomersarcoverthe age

of thirty.
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One-person

and lone-parent

households

grew faster

than all other

types,

accounting for

half of all

household

growth.



- With slowe populatiacn growth expectd in the
future, househdl growth will probaby continue
tomoderate.

Strorg growth in the numbe of peopk living
alorewill persist Aging ard the highe life
expectang of women relative to men will mean
anincreag in thenumbe of widows As well,
mary lone parenswill likely live alore once
their children leave home.

Aging shoutl also contribue to growth inthe
numbe of couples without children Many of
thes will be “empty nesters~whose children
have moved out.

» Coupleswith children will continwe to shrirk as
aproportian of all householdsaresut of aging
ard low fertility.

+ Given an aging population it seens unlikely that
the numbe of lone-parenhhousehold will
increag as rapidly as in the past The children of
those who arecurrenty lone parens will
eventualy mowve out.

The continuel shift away from households
composéd of coupleswith children carries
implicatiors for housirgdemand Othe faster
growing househd types sud as one person

household ardempy nestersare likely to demand

smalle dwellingsthan coupleswith children As
well, the aging of the populatio pointsto a
requiremenfor housirg tha is sensitie to the
need of seniors—housig tha allows senios to
maintan their independence.

This isste of ResearctandDevelopment
Highlights hasbeen producel as aresut of work
carried out by the Researh Division of Canada
Mortgage and Housirg Corporation (CMHC). Any
questiors abou the contensof this highlight may
be directed to Roge Lewis, ResearchemHousing
Requirementsat (613) 748-2797.

The Researl and Internationé Affairs
Directorat of CMHC carries out ard finances a
broad range of researbon the social economic
ard technicé aspect of housing This CMHC
Researctand DevelopmenHighlights isone of a
serissintendeal to inform you briefly of thenature
ard scope of thes activities.

For more information on CMHC housirg research,
contact:

The Canadian Housin g Informatio n Centre
Canada Mortgag e and Housin g Corporation
Buildin g C1-200

700 Montreal Road

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0P7

(613) 748-2367
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