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Socio-economiSeries Issue?

The Condition
of Canada’s Housing Stock

Introduction

MHC requiresinformationon thephysi- + No, only regularmaintenancés neededfor example painting,
cal conditionof Canada’slwellingsfor leakingfaucetscloggedguttersor eavestroughs).
housingresearchpolicy developmenandpro-
gramdelivery. Oneof the waysthisinforma-
acseshecanditionof thelronn unitsar
assesthe conditionof their own unitsandto F'nd’ng S

classifythemby degreeof needfor repair.

Since 1982,CMHC hassponsored Degreeof NeedofRepair
anoccupantelf-assessmefiheedfor repair” About onequarterof Canadiarhouseholdsegularly reporthattheir
guestionon the HouseholdFacilitiesand dwelling needseitherminoror majorrepairs.Minor repairshave
Equipment(HFE) surveyswhich areadminis-  increaseavhile the reportedneedfor majorrepairdeclinedthroughout

teredas supplementso the StatisticsCanada the 1980s.
LabourForceSurvey (LFS). This issueof

Researct®& Developmenrtighlights presents
theresultsthat were acquiredthroughouthe

1980sfrom thefollowing question: 1982 1985 1987 1988 1989
Is thisdwelling in needof anyrepairs?(Do !\leed_For Repalr
. . ) o major 12.9 12.4 105 10.2 10.0
not includedesirableremodelling additions, « minor 14.9 138 16.0 16.6 15.0
conversionsor energyimprovements.) Regular Mamntenance 72.2 737 735 733 75.0
(no repair)

* Yes, majorrepairsareneededto cor-
rect,for example corrodedpipes,damaged 100.0 1000 100.0 1000  100.0
electricalwiring, saggingfloors, bulging
walls,dampwalls andceilings,crumbling
foundationyotting porchesandsteps).

* Yes, minor repairsare neededto cor-
rect,for example smallcracksin interior
walls andceilings,brokenlight fixturesand
switchesJeakingsinks,crackedor broken
window panes,somemissingshinglesor
siding, somepeelingpaint).

Cette publication est aussi disponible en fran~ais sous le titre L'6tat du parc de logements au Canada.
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Need for Dwellin g Unit Repair —

(no repair)

1982 1985 1987 1988 1989
own/rent own/rent own/rent own/rent own/rent
Need For Repair
+ major 141109 134108 11097 11088  10.3/9.6
+minor 141163  126/160 151175 157/180 135/174
Regular Maintenance 718728 741732 739727 733732 76.273.0

Age of Stock

Need For Repair

Need For Repair By Age of Dwelling — 1989 Survey Data

NealFor Repar By Tenueof
Household

Ned for majar dwelling repar isreported
more often by owness than rentersThiswas
still the cae in 1989 even thoudh the propor
tion of ownessreportirg neel for maja repair
declinad throughotithe 1980s.

(%) Major Minor Maintenanc e Only
Built
¢ befor e 1941 17.8 384 249 13.6
¢+ 1941-1960 22.4 26.0 275 20.9
+ 1981-1970 19.3 16.2 204 194
¢+ 1971-1980 26.2 17.3 22.6 28.1
¢+ 1981-1989 14.3 19 45 17.9

Household s by

Need For Repair

Need For Repair By Settlement Size — 1989 Survey Data

NealFor Repair

and Age of the Stock

The belief tha the neel for majar repair
isgreatesin theolded stok isconfirmed by
househat reports Thoudh less pronounced,
the sanerelationshp holds for minor repair.
As daia show stok of all ages isreported
in neaof regula maintenance.

Settlemen t Size Major Minor Maintenanc e Only
(%)

Urban Areas

+ 100,000+ 60.1 47.6 55.3 62.3

¢+ .<100,000 23.7 26.3 25.7 234

Rural Areas 16.2 26.1 19.0 14.3

The Geography
of the Nead for Dwelling Repair

Housirg stok condition varieshy size of set
tlement and region Thegreatesconcentration
of dwellingsin nealof maja repar occusin
rurd areas where homeownersip is particu
larly high. (Asindicated above homeowners
consistentl repot more nea of majar repair
than dorenters.)

Regionally thehighes concentration
of household reportirg the neal for major
repar isinthe Atlantic. Throughot the 1980s,
while justeight percert of Canadas house
holdsresidel in the region abou 12 percent
of thoereportirg neal for maja repar were
Atlantic households.
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Househatlincome, Need for Major Repair By Household Income — oo

Ageof Head andthe Neal for Repair

Income Quintlle 1985 1987 1988 1989
Two beliefs arecomm(.)ny'held thg poa and First quintlle 297 24.7 217 23.6
the elderly more often live in dwellingsneed Second quintile 229 218 224 222
ing repair While the information presented Third quintile 19.2 19.6 20.8 22.1
here confirms the first belief, it shows the sec Fourth quintlle 191 182 188 174
ond to be untrue. Fifth quintlle 16.0 15.7 16.3 14.7

Dwellings in nea of maja repar are
morecommony occupiel by lowerincome
householdsBy 1989 household of thelowest
incomequintile were60 percert more likely

than those of thehigheg quintileto repota Need For Repair By Age of Household Head
need for maja dwelling repair. On the other

hand it was household led by the non-elderly 1982 1985 1987 1988 198

rathe than the elderly tha were 20 per cent ~65/65. ~65/65. *65/65‘**65/65‘**65/65‘*

morelikely to repotthat their dwellings need Need For Repair

ed major repair. * major 130126 126114 10805 10589 10485
Inconclusion with up to 25 per cert of ¢ minor 1521134 1431115 168123 173130 15.7/119

Canadas housirg stok regularly inneed
of repair, appropriag¢ investmen in upkegis
critical.

Regular Maintenance 718139 730770 7240782 7227781  73.9/79.5
(no repair)
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The Researb ard Internation& Affairs
Directorae of CMHC carriesout ard finances
abroa range of researh on the social eco
nomic ard technicé aspect of housing This
CMHC Researh ard DevelopmenhHighlight
Sheeisone of aseriesintendea to briefly
inform you of the natue ard scopeof these
activities.

For more information on CMHC housing
researchcontact:

The Canadia Housirg Information Centre

This researh highlightis aresut of the work Cana@ Mortgage ard Housirg Corporation
carried out in the Researh Division of Canada | Building C-200

Mortgage and Housirg Corporation For fur- 700 Montred Road

ther information contact Mr. J. Engeland, Ottawa Ontario

Researcheof Housirg NeedsAnalysis at KIA 0P7

(613 748-279 or Joseé Garneau Program

PlannirgAnalys at (613) 748-2697. (613) 748-2367

Can ad a The Corporation assumeno liability for any damage injury, or expenethat may happen as a
resut of thispublication.
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