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Selter requirements and conditions vary by type of family. This research highlight draws on unpublished

ata from the 1991 Census of Population to profile the housing conditions of Young-Couple Families. It

Identifies those raising their children in rental housing as being most likely to experience housing

problems.
A Young-Couple Family is a couple (married or common-law, without children or with children who have never
married) in which both spouses are younger 8@ hey are in the child-rearing, early career years of the family life
cycle. This research highlight examines only those young-couple families who maintain their own households and
have no additional persons living with them. There were 1,330,120 of these young-couple families enumerated by the
Census in 1991, and they comprised 20.6 percent of all couple-led families who did not share their accommodation
with other persons.

Demographic Profile

Figure 1: Mumber of Children at Home in Young-Couple and Clher
Two-Parent Families, Census 1991

In most areas of Canada, they form
about one-fifth of all families; they are
least common in British Columbia and
most common in the Northwest
Territories. Three in five young-couple
families live in Census Metropolitan
Areas.

Young-couple families are slightly more
likely to have children living at home
than older parents (61.9% versus 59.3%)
(Figure 1). They also have fewer and
younger children —only 9.9 percent
have three or more, compared to 13.3
percent for older parents; and 86 per
cent has at least one child under six,
compared to only 20.8 percent of older
parents.

FEEg Woung-Coupls Young couples are also more likely to
ESES Othes T Pairont live common-law than older couples -

24.6 percent compared to 7.3 percent.

Cette publication eat aussi disponible en francais sditselées conditions socio-économique et de logement des jeunes couples - Profil tiré du
Recensement de 1991



Table 1: Labour Force Activity of Husbands in Young-Couple Families Compared to

Socio-Economic Profile

Young-coupé families are highly mobile: 798 percett movel in the five yeasprior to

the 1991 Censuscompare to33.3 percen of older-coupt families Young couples without
children aremog mobile 902 percenh moved compare to 73 4percen of yourg couples
withchildren.

Young-coupé families tend to hawve highe levels of educationJug over 60 percet of both
males and femalesin young-couptfamilieshawe at leag some post-secondgreducation,
compareto 51.2 percemof malesand 438 percen of females in older-coupkfamilies.

Labour force participation rates are much highe for young-coupé families — 96.6 percemof
husbandparticipae inthe labou force, compareto 749 percenof husband in older-couple
families althoudh younger-cou husbandhad slightly highe unemploymetrates

8.7 percen versts 6.4 percen (Table 1).

Young-coupé families

Other Two-Parent Families, Census 1991 without children average

$47,9® incomeper

Husbang in Husband in Othér LConePareng in year, tho with children
Young-CoupkéFamilies ~ Two-ParenFamilies  Lone-ParenFamilies $45,937 Ninety percent

of young-coup families
rely onwagesand
salariesas their major

TOTAL 1,330,120 100.0 4,391,720 100.0 727,295  100.0 sour@ of income
compare to 70 percent
InLabou Force 1,285,390 96.6 3,287,815 74.9 454,040 62.4 of O_Ider-coupda families.
Employed 1,173,350 88.2 3,077,340 70.1 393,685  54.1 While 866 E:ffcef':_Of
young-couptfamilies
Unemployed 112,045 8.4 210,480 4.8 60,355 8.3 rely on twoincomes for
UnemploymehbRate n/a 8.7 n/a 6.4 n/a 13.3 older-coupk familiesthe
Not in LabourForce 44,725 3.4 1,103,900 25.1 273,255 37.6 figure is 642 percent.

n/a Notapplicable
Note UnemploymehRaerefersto
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but afurther 255 percent
repot threeincomes.

Among young-couple
families thoewith

. _ children are more likely
torely on oneincome (18.4% versts 3.8%) are more likely to hawe lowincomes (13.3%

versts 8.5%9 and aremore likely to be dependeton governmentransfesas asoure of
income (37.8% versts 19.7%).

Housing Profile

Jug over half of theyoung-coupé families (56.9% own their dwellings compare to

84.7 percenof older-coupk families Whilemary stat out renting by the time theprimary
househal maintaine is 30-34yeas old, 70 percet of young-coupt families own their
dwellings (Figure 2).

the proportianof those in the labou force who are unemployed.

Young-coupé families with children (65.5% aremorelikely toown than those without
(43.0%) and ownessin generhare morelikely (80.3% to own single detachd housing.
Young-coupé families, bothwith and without children who rent aremore likely tolive in
apartment-styd dwellings (61.9%).

Accordirg to the Nationd Occupang Standard’ only 2.2 percen of young-coupé families
live in dwellingstha do not have enoudn bedroons to accommodatthem suitably, As well,
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like mostCanadiansthe majority of young-coupléamilieslive in dwellingsin adequate
condition.Nonethelessin 1991, 8.6perceni112,000statedheyoccupieddwellingsneeding
majorrepairs.Themajority of theseyoung-coupldamilies(52%) wererenters.

Like otherCanadiansyoung-couplefamilies
find housingaffordabilityto bemoreof a
potentialproblemthancrowdingor adequacy.

Figure 2: Homeownership by Age Group of the Primary Household

Maintainer in Young-Couple Families, Census 1991

Some21.3percent157,000)of young-couple
familieswhoown theirhomepay30 percent
or moreof theirincomeon shelter Eighty-one 7 |-
percentof thesefamilies,however have
incomesaboveStatisticsCanada’'s.ow
IncomeCut-Offs (LICOs),averaging

$42,000and$46,000for thosewith and 510

50 —

without childrenrespectivelyThe remaining
19 percenthough,haveincomeshelowthe

LICOs, averagingonly $7,620for childless o -
youngcouplesand$13,724or thosewith

children.Thiscreateserioushousing 30 [
affordabilityproblems. 231
Renteryoung-coupldamilies spendfarless * -

thanownerson housing but theyarealso

fourtimesaslikely asowneryoungcouples 10 - 65

to havelow incomesAs aresult,20 percent

of young-coupldamily rentersspendnore )

thanthenorm of 30 percenbn shelter,and Under 20 20-24 =2

70 percent(77,775)f thesehavelow

incomes,comparedo 19 percenfor owners.

Over60percenbr approximately8,0000f thesdow-incomerenterfamilies wereraising
children onaverageannualincomesof $13,090n 1991.

Whenownersandrentersvholive belowtheindividual standard®f suitability,adequacyand
affordability havensufficientincomedo afford rentalhousingwhich meetstandardsthey
areidentifiedasbeingin corehousingneed.

As mostyoungcoupleshaveenoughmoneyto improvetheirown housingconditions they
arefarlesslikely thanlone-parentamiliesto fall into corehousingneedNonethelesspne

in ten(130,330)is in need,andtwo-thirds(89,030)havechildren(Table2). Approximately
71 percent(92,1000)of the young-coupldamiliesin needarerenterg34,76cchildlesscouples
and57,660familieswith children).

Thesefiguresserveto highlightthe factthatthe incidenceof needs muchhigheramongst
renterghanowners. 16.5percenversuss.1 percentltis alsoslightly higheramongsyoung-
couplefamilieswith childrenthanit isamongsyoungchildlesscouples- 11.2 percentersus
8.3 percent.The highesincidenceof need(20.9%)is amongstyoung-coupldéamilies, with
childrenwhorent. Thiscompareswith 12.2 percenbdf childlesscoupleswhorent,6.0percent
of familieswith childrenthatown,and3.1 percenbf childlesscoupleowners.

‘Housing standardthatreflecttoday’ssocietalexpectationarebasedonsuitability,adequacyndaffordability.

Suitability is basedn theNational Occupancystandardvhich setsrequirementsfor the specificnumber ofbedrooms
for eachhouseholdbasedonits sizeandcomposition. Householdshat live in dwellings with lessthan the required
number ofbedroomsare consideredo be crowded.

Adequacyrequires that a dwelling mustpossesall basic plumbingfacilities andrequire only regular upkeepand
maintenance.

Affordability statesthata householdshould not be required to spend 30 percentor more of its incometo acquire shelter
that is suitableand adequate.
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One in ten young
couple families

IS in core need
and two-thirds of
these households
have children.
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Affordability isthepredominabcau® of core housirg neel amorg young-coupé families Thisis

emphasizéby thefact tha theaverag incomes of yourg coupk familiesin corenead are only 20 to
30 percemof thoeof familiesnat in needAverage 1991 annudincomes of the differenttypes of
household (Table2) rangefrom just over $10,0® to abou $16,0®for thoe inneda to $43,0Mto
$59,0® for thos natin need.

Table 2: Young-Couple Families in Core Housing Need

TOTAL IN NEED AVERAG E INCOME
inNeed Notin Need
$ $
Cot Row
ALL 1,297,465 130,330 1100.0 10.0 14,028 52,966
Owners 736,580 37,895 291 51 15082 58,861
Young couple Renters 560,890 92430 709 165 13596 44,655
familie s are more Childless Couples 499,425 41,290 317 8.3 11,242 53,432
, Owners 214,025 653 50 31 10621 63,274
mobile , better Renters 285400 34760 267 122 11,350 46,101
Familiswith Children 798,045 89,030 683 112 15320 52,643
educated but Owners 522555 31,365 241 6.0 16011 56,986
more likel v to be Renters 275490 57,660 442 209 14944 42,782

unemploye d than
ST In conclusion young-coup families are muchless likely to experienehousirg problensthan
0|der-COUD|e lone-parehfemalesFor most their problensare transitoy and quickly disappegas they mowve into

— their early 30s.
families.

Young-coupéfamilies with childrenwho rert experience
Lhe mod difficult housirg circumstances.
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