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Introduction

S helter requirements and conditions vary by type of family. This research
highlight draws on unpublished data from the 1991 Census of Population

profile the housing conditions of Immigrant Families. Not a great deal is K

about their housing needs, although there is a strong perception that they experieng

housing problems.

An Immigrant Family refers to a family (lone-parent or couple-led) living in a private
household where at least one member of the family is, or has been, a landed immig
Canada. A landed immigrant is a person who has been granted the right by Canadi
immigration authorities to live permanently in Canada.

This report examines only the 1,602,745 immigrant families (82.7% of all immigrant
families) who maintain their own households and have no additional persons living
them. Of the remaining 335,445 immigrant families, 80 percent share their housing
household expenses with other individuals and 20 percent share with other families

Special mention should be made of the 65,000 who share with other families to forn
immigrant family” households, or households of two or more families of which at leg
an immigrant family. By sharing, they achieve higher household incomes than singl
immigrant families ($80,947 compared$4,855)and higher levels of home ownershi
(83.7% compared to 74.4%), and they live in dwellings of higher average value ($23
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compared to $197,766). Fewer also spend 30 percent or more of their income on shefEfCOMES than

(17A%compared to 20.2%), and only 6 percent are low income households compatr
percent of single-family immigrants.

Demographic Profile

In 1991, 26.3 percent (1,938,190) of all Canadian families had at least one member
had immigrated to Canada. The 1,602,745 immigrant families who did not share thq
accommodation consisted of 1,461,360(89.7%) couple-led families4dn885(10.3%)
lone-parent families. Of the couple-led families, just over (%&f4%)have at least one
child living at home.
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Cette publication est aussi disponible en francais sous le titt®s conditionssocio-économique : cadegement des familles immigrantegrofil du Recensement de 199!
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Immigrants are
three times as

'|ikely to have low

Incomes as long

term immigrants.

Immigrantfamilies aresomewhaolderthan non-immigranfamilies. While amajority of
bothstill havechildrenliving athome(53.5% comparedo64.3%), moreimmigrantfamilies
reporttheirchildrenathometo beall 18 yearsof ageor older(28.7%comparedo 22%),
fewer reporttheir childrenathometobeall youngerthansix (15.0%comparedo 21.4%);
andmorearelikely tohavethreeor morechildrenliving athome.

In 1991,93 percenfimmigrantfamilieslivedin Canada’four mostpopulougprovinces,
comparedo 80.9percenbf non-immigranfamilies. Thehighestconcentrationf
immigrantfamilies werein OntarioandBritishColumbia.Immigrantfamilies arealsovery
urbanized with 52.4percentiving in Canada’'shredargestities (Toronto,Montrealand
Vancouver)In Toronto, immigranttamilies form themajority of families (58.5%).

Socio-Economic Profile

In 1991 roughly one-quarteof Canada’'smmigrantshadarrived during thepreceding
decade.Thesemorerecentarrivalsexhibit differentcharacteristicklom thosewho havebeen
settledongerin Canada.

Immigrantfamiliesdisplaysimilar mobility ratesto non-immigrantfamilies. Overthefive
yearsendingn 1991,44.7percenbf immigrantfamilies moved,comparedo45.2percent
of non-immigrantfamilies(Table 1). However,recenimmigrantfamiliesmovedmore than
twice asoftenaslong-termimmigrantsoverthefive-yearperiod.

Educationahttainmenis morepolarisedforimmigrantcouplesandlone-parentamilies
thanfor theirnon-immigrantcounterpartdVhile ahigherpercentag®f immigrantshave
universitydegreeshannon-inunigrantstheres alsoahigherproportionwith lessthan
Graded education.

Recenaindlong-termimmigrantsexhibitdifferentabourforce characteristicdJnemploy-
mentrates,forexample aresubstantialihigherfor recenimmigrants.in 1991,13.0and
16.8 percenbf recenimmigranthusbandandwivesrespectivelywereunemployedThe
equivalenfigureswere7.7and 10.1 percenforall immigrantsand7.4and9.3 percenfor
non-immigrants.Recentmmigrantloneparentsaremostlikely tobe unemployed21.1%)
comparedo 13.5percentof lone-parenhon-immigrantamilies.

Overall,averagel990incomewas slightly higherforimmigrant($54,855) thannon-
immigrant($51,170) famflies.Recenimmigrantfamilieshavelower incomeg$39,613)
thando long-termimmigrants ($58,219)whohavehadmoretime toadjustto the Canadian

labourmarket(Tablel).

Like two-thirdsof non-immigrant

Table 1: Socio-Economic Characteristics of Immigrant Families families, the vastmajority

MOBILITY
MovedPastYear
Moved PasFive Years

AVERAGE INCOME

(62J%)of immigrantfamilies

Non-  Immigrant Recent Long-Term rely ontwo incomes.Mqreoyer,
Immigrant Immigrant Immigrant ~ 27.4percenbflong-tennimmigrant
familiesreportthreeor more
incomescomparedo only
14.5% 13.1% 31.3% 9.0% 16.8percenbf non-immigrant
45.2% 44.7% 83.4% 36.1% families. Overone-fifth (22.4%)of
recenimmigrantfamilies,though,
$51,170  $54,855 $39,613  $58,219 dependnjustoneincome,more

thaneithertheir non-immigrant

INCIDENCEOFLOWINCOME  12.1% 13.8% 35.1% 11.0% (16.4%)or long-termimmigrant

PAGE

counterpart$11.4%).Not
surprisingly,35.1 percentof
recentmmigrantfamilieshave
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lowincomegbelow Statistic€Canada’$.1COs)comparedo 12.1percenbf non-immigrant
familiesandl1 perceniof long-termimmigrantfamilies(Tablel).

Housing Profile

Asillustratedby Figure 1, immigrantfamilies areslightly morelikely to owntheirhousing
thannon-immigrantamilies. While only42.8 percenbf recenimmigrantfamilies own, over
thelong termaveryhighproportionof them(80.9%)becomeowners(Figure 1).

Like non-immigranfamilies, immigrantfamilieswho own aremorelikely (78.7%)to own
singledetachedousingwhile thosewhorentaremorelikely to live in apartment-style
dwellings (69.2%).

Although25 percenbf recenimmigrantfamilieslive in crowdeddwellings this islargely
atransitorycondition,as only 6.8 percenbf long-termimmigrantfamilies lack sufficient
bedrooms.’

Immigrantfamiliesalsolive in dwellingsin relativelygoodcondition,comparedo Canadian
familiesin general.In 1991,6.%ercentstatedheyoccupiediwellingsneedingmajorrepairs,
comparedo 8.6percentind11.6 percenbf young-coupleandlone-parenfamiliesin general.

Althoughrenterscompriseonly : . . ,
255 percenbf immigrantfamilies, Figure 1: Homeownership Rate of One-Family Households by Immigrant

theyconstitute36.8 percenpf Status of Primary Household Maintainer, Census 1991
immigrantfamiliesliving in

dwellingsin needof majorrepairs.
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led by non-immigrantmaintainers.

‘Housingstandardthat reflecttoday’s societalexpectationsare basedon sutability.adequacyndaffordability.

Suitability is basedon the National OccupancyStandardwhich setsrequirementsfor the specificnumber ofbedrooms
for eachhouseholdbasedon its size and composition. Householdsthat live in dwellings with lessthai. the required
number ofbedroomsare consideredto be crowded.

Adequacyrequires that a dwelling must possesasll basic plumbing facilities and require only regular upkeepand
maintenance.

Affordability statesthat a householdshouldnot be required to spend 30percent or more ofits incometoacquire shelter
that is suitableandadequate.
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Renterimmigrantfamilies arealmosttwice aslikely astheir ownercounterpart$o spend30percenbr
moreof theirincomefor shelter Almostone-thirdspendnorethanthe norm,and70percentof theseare
low incomehouseholdsAgain, recenimmigrantsfacethe mostdifficult circumstancest1.6 percent
spend30 percentor moreof theirincomefor sheltecomparedo 28.6and22.1perceniof long-term
immigrantandnon-immigranthouseholdsJustover80 percenbf thoserecentmmigrantrenter
householdfiavdow incomescomparedo 63.4percentof families with long-termimmigrant
maintainersand56.2 percentof thosded by non-immigrantmaintainers.

Whenownersandrenterswvholive belowtheindividual standardsf suitability, adequacyand
affordabilityhaveinsufficientincomego afford rentalhousingwhich meetsstandardstheyare
identifiedasbeingin corehousingneed.

Overall, immigrantfamily householdsireslightly morelikely (12.2%)to experiencecorehousingneed
thannon-immigrantfamilies (10.6%)(Table2). Recenimmigrantfamiliesare threetimesmorelikely

to bein coreneedthanlong-termimmigrants(3 1.8%comparedo9.8%).Recenimmigrantione-parent
familiesarethemostsusceptiblef all familiesto housingneed:—65.1 percentcomparedo 31.2and
39.7percentforlong-termlone-parenimmigrantsandnon-immigrantione-parentsespectively.

Like theirnon-immigrantounterpartsimmigrantrentersarefive timesmorelikely thanownersto bein

coreneed.In fact, three-quartersf recenimmigrantfamilies in coreneecarerenters Abouttwo of every
five recentmmigrantrentersarein corehousingneedcomparedo onein fourlong-termimmigrant

rentergTable2).
Recent Research and
Development Highlights

Table 2: Immigrant Families in Core Housing Need

Couple Lone All Owners Renters

Families Parents Families |Issue24 The _l\_/llgratlon and
Mobility Patterns of
Canada’sAboriginal
Population
Non-Immigrantamilies 6.5 39.7 10.6 5.0 24.9 |Issue25  ChangingValues,
Immigrant Families 9.8 37.1 12.2 6.5 29.0 ghar!g'ntg t(ﬁlommunltles:
Recent 274 651 318 171 431 Degv‘glo‘;;en‘fofHealthy
Long-Term 7.4 31.2 9.8 6.1 254 SustainableCommunities
|Issue26 Infrastructure Costs

Associatedwith
Conventional and
Alternative Development
Patterns

The Housing conditions
ofAboriginal Peoplein
Canada

The Long-Term Housing
Outlook: Household
Growth, 1991-2016
EnergyPerformance
Contracting andthe
Residential Factor

Lone-parentmmigrantrentersarethe mostikely to bein core
need.Ofthe 16,535recenimmigrantloneparentsn need,14,640
arerentersliving on anaverageannualincomeof lessthan$13,000|'ssue27

In conclusionthehousingconditionsof immigrantand

e . a |Issue28
non-immigranfamily householdsiregenerallyvery similar.

Thoughimmigranhouseholdoverallarewellhouseduponfirst  |issue29
settlingin Canadaheyexperiencesignificantly higherlevelsof
housingneed.Thosethatrent,andparticularlysingle-parent

immigranthouseholdgaceverydifficult housingcircumstances. '55u30 -(I;g?nlr?]tl?r?i;?:t%&udy
ofAlternative Land
Thishighlightpresentsomeof thefindings from ajoint Issuesl ?ﬁgﬂgﬂgﬁgﬁﬁ'gjﬁ
CMHC/StatisticscCanadaesearctpaperLoneParents, EconomicConditions of
Young Couplesand Immigrant Families and Their Housing Lone-ParentFamilies:
Conditions: A 1991 CensusProfile. To obtain acopy of this paper,IIssue32 %’?1%1H%?Jgisrllj;:1rn(gnseocio

call the Canadian Housing Information Centre, (613)748-2367 For
further information, contactMr. John Engeland,ResearchDivision
CMHC, (613)748-279%r E-Mail: jengelan@cmhc.e-mail.com

EconomicConditionsof
Young-Couple Families:
1991 CensusProfile

The Corporatiorassumeso liability for any damageinjury or expensehat may happenas aresult of this publication.
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