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Figure 2: Level of Métis Core Housing On theotherhand:

Need by Selected Characteristics

Warking-age [Not Empioyed | NSRS

Population e T S—

. While similar proportionsof M~tis and otherAboriginal
householdsnclude lone parents Mdtis lone-parent
householdsre more likely to be in core housingneed(65%
versus60%). The greatmajority of Mdtis lone-parent
householddive in urbanareas.There,they makeup 22% of
all Métis householdsutjust underhalf (47%) of M~tis
householdsn housingneed.Predominantlyrenters the
majority of theseMdtis lone parentsarein corehousing
needand below the affordability standard.
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AllOther Households -

Adutts with Disabilities
All Other Adults

Rural, Senior Househokds . Thirty-two percentof Metisadultshavedisabilities,slightly
AllCther Households 1. abovethe 30% disability rateof otheraboriginaladults. As
amongother Aboriginal people,levels of corehousingneed
Locaton ot s Souh NWT arehigheramong adultswith a disability. Overall, 38% of
Rest of Ganada f_":f_—_l_——j '.' | A Mdtis adultswith a dlsabm_ty arein core housingneedin
0% 0% 20%  30% 4% 5% 60% 70% contrasto 28% of those with no disability.

Percentage in Core Housing Need

. Five percentof Mdtis householdsre led by seniorsresidingin rural areas,in contrastto
3% of otherAboriginal householdsForty percentof rural M&tis seniorhouseholdsarein
corehousingneed. The greatmajority (81%) of rural M6tis seniorsin core housingneed
own their home,and9 out of 10 of thesedwellingsfall below the adequacystandard.

Geographyandthe Incidenceof Housing Need

Thirty-two percentof off-reservehouseholdsare Mdtis. As 7 out of 10 residein the Prairie
Provincesthey makeup amajority of off-reserveprairie Aboriginal householdsln this region,
whereAboriginal housingconditionsare particularly bad,M~tis core housingneedpeaksin the
north andin a numberof larger cities (seeFigure 3). Nonethelessevenin thesepockets,asin the
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restof the country,economicandhousing circumstanceamong the Métis are neverany worse, and
are very oftensomewhabetterthanfor their Aboriginal neighbours.

Thirty percentof Mdtis householdsesidein four Prairiecities—Winnipeg,SaskatoonRegina,and

Edmonton.In thesecities, in 1990,althoughthe incomesof M~tis householdsaveraged10% H |q h levelsof
higherthan those of otherAboriginal householdsthey rangedfrom only two thirds to justover .
threequartersof thoseof non-Aboriginalhouseholds As aresult,despitethe fact that Prairie core housing

urbansheltercostsareamongthe lowest in Canadatheincidenceof Métis core housingneedstill d .
rangesfrom alow of 31% in Edmontora high of 45% in Saskatoonln theseurbanareasMéns neeaoccur In

aswell asother Aboriginal core needhouseholdpredominantlyrentand almostall arebelow the the PrairieS
affordability standardIn addition,a small, but significantminority of rentersin core needfall

below both the suitability andaffordability standards. ‘ Where mOSt

Another15% of Mdtis householdsare locatedin the sparselypopulatedhorthernpartsof the | |\/| 6“5 reside.
Prairie Provincesand the adjacensouthernpart of the NorthwestTerritories. There,they comprise
two thirds of all off-reserveAboriginal householdsand 40% of them are in corehousingneed.
Housingadequacys the mostprevalentproblem.While 26% of northernMdtis householdsare in
core housingneedand belowthe adequacystandardthe problempeaksat 38% in northern
SaskatchewanThis housingproblemprevailseventhougha very largeproportion of the stock in
theseareasis relatively new andsubsidizedthroughfederal, provincial, andterritorial housing
programs.Climatic extremesthe high costsof transportingbuilding materialsto theseremoteareas
andinadequaténcomesto undertakeneededmaintenancall leadto the acceleratedeteriorationof
many northernAboriginal dwellings.As aresult, high proportionsof Canada’snorthernMdtis
householdsarein core housingneedbecauseéheir housingis in poorrepair. Further,inadequate
communitywater andsewagedisposalfacilities resultin the absenceof adequatéathroom
facilitiesin a numberof northernAboriginal communities,a situationwhich is extremelyrareto
non-Aboriginalhouseholdsn Canada.

Figure 3: Core Need Levels in Métis Households by Region and Selected Meétis

Population Centres Showing Proportions Below Core Need Standards
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In partof this area,a significantminority of householddall into corehousing needand belowthe
suitability standard.They live in crowdedhousingbecaus®f low incomescombinedwith a shortageof
subsidizechousing.The areaof high suitability needstretcheghroughnorthernSaskatchewaand
Albertato the adjacensouthermNorthwestTerritories. There, 18% of householdsare in core needat
leastpartially dueto crowding. Crowding often leadsto rapid housingdeteriorationand as a result,
crowdedcoreneecdhouseholdsalsooften live below the adequacystandard.

Conclusion

In comparisorto the non-Aboriginalpopulation,the Métis facea numberof disadvantagewhich
translateinto much higherlevels of corehousingneed. They aremuchless likely to haveany post-
secondaryschooling;they are muchless likely tobe employed;and whenemployedmuch more likely
to havelow earningsFurther,amuch higher proportionof families are headedby a lone parentand
the disability rateamongworking-ageadultsis twice that of non-Aboriginaladults.

Whenthe housingsituationof the Mdtis is contrastedwith that of other Aboriginal householdsa
numberof small, but distinct differencesemergeIln comparisonto otherAboriginal people,a higher
proportionof M~tis working-ageadultshavethe advantagef having found employmentandmany of
thesepeoplearein relatively well-payingjobs. Core housingneedamongthesepeopleis relatively

low. At the sametime, however higher proportionsof the Mdtis are in core housingneedbecauseghey
havedisabilities,are lone-parentr are seniorsliving in ruralareas.Similar contrastsemergeas a
result of M~tis geographyln most partsof flie country, M~tis householdsare less susceptibleo being
in core housing needthantheir other Aboriginal neighboursWhatseemsto be an advantagehowever,
is off-setby the factthat most Metis residein areaswherethe housingconditionsof all Aboriginal
peoplesare likely to be at their worst—thelargerurban areasof the northernPrairies,and therural,
remoteareasstretchingto their northandinto the NorthwestTerritories.

Thisissueof Researctand Developmenitighlights hasbeenproducedas partof a concertedesearch
programthat aimsto betterunderstand\boriginal housingconditionsin Canadaoday. This work
drawson comprehensivetudiesof Aboriginal peoplesand their housing conditionsacrossthe country.
Forfurther informationaboutthe contentsof this highlight, contactJohnEngeland, Researctbivision,
at (613) 748-2799pr e-mail: jengelan@cmhc.e-mail.com
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