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Low labourforce participationreflectsthe high proportionof working-age

statusindianswho are:

Employed. with Low Skill Job

young womenraising childrenalone;
. persongvith long-termhealthor activity limitations; and/or

. full time schoolattendees.

Thesepersonsnakeup approximatelytwo thirds of statusindian working
ageadultswithout work.
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Housing Need by Selected

Characteristics

Still, alargenumberof personswith Indian statusare amongthe working
poor. In particular,55% of working peoplewith Indian status havelow-
payingsalesandservicejobsor work as unskilled or semi-skilled
labourers in contrasto 26% of non-Aboriginalworking adults. A third of
peoplewith Indianstatusandthesetypes of work arein core housing
needin comparisorto 20% of thosewith othertypes of jobs.

us Indian Core

Occupationandlabourforce participationlevelsare strongly relatedto the

level of schoolingof working-agepersonswith Indianstatus. Irrespective

of age,personawith Indianstatusare lesslikely to have reachechigh
schoolor to havehad any post-secondargchoolingthan otherCanadians.

Among non-senioadultswho had notreachechighschool,53% are in
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UrbanResidenceandCore Housing Need

— | A Nigherproportion of off-reservestatusindian thanother Aboriginal
householdsre in urbanareas(78% versus 70%) andthere, statusindianhouseholdsare more

likely to bein corehousingneed(38% versus3 1%). Core housingneedamongstatusindian
householdsn urbanareasis tied to theirlow income.In 1990, their averagenhouseholdincome
was only 70% that of urban non-Aboriginaland 84% that of other Aboriginal householdsand 44%
were below Statistic Canada’sLow-incomeCutoffs. It is also linked to thevery low incomeof the
25% of urbanhouseholdghat include alone parent. The greatmajority of theselone parentsare

youngwomen, 74% of whom arein core needhouseholds.

Mostpersonsin urbanareaswith low income cannotafford homeownershipandsoit is not
surprisingthattwo thirdsof urbanstatusindianhouseholdgent. Aimost half of theserentersare in
corehousingneed,93% of whom are below the affordability standard.Onein severurbanrenter
householdss in corehousingneedandcrowdedbut reflectingtheir low incomes nine in ten of
thesealsospend30% or more of their incomefor shelter.A largeproportionof crowdedrenters
live in extendechouseholdspften formedbecauseof a collectiveresponsibilityfelt by manystatus
Indianpeopleto sharehousingwith otherbandand/orcommunitymembersin need.

almostall
areasofthe
countrye
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Geographicvariationsin thelncidenceof Housing Need

Off-reservestatusindianhouseholdsre morelikely to be in corehousingneedthanother
Aboriginal householdsn all areasof the country exceptthose heavily populatedby the Inuit.
Further,off-reservestatusindianhouseholdsaremore evenlyspreadout acrosghe countrythan
are_other_Aboriginal_households.
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Figure 3: Levels of Core Housing Need by Selected Urban Areas and Regions Showing
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Still, asis generallythe caseamongother Aboriginal people,levels of corehousingneedare
highestwest of Ontario, peakingin the areastretchingthroughsouthernManitoba,all of
SaskatchewamorthernAlberta, and the NorthwestTerritories (seeFigure 3). Levels of core
housingneedareparticularly high amongstatusindian householdsn this area’scities—Winnipeg,
Regina,SaskatoonPrince Albert/North Battleford, and Edmonton.Takentogether,the average
incomeof statusindian householdsin thesecities is approximately60% thatof non-Aboriginal
householdsand moreoverthe majority haveincomeswhich arebelow StatisticsCanada’sLow-
income Cutoffs. Theseextremelylow incomesmorethancounterbalancéousingcoststhatare
well underthe nationalaverageWhile mosthouseholdsn thesecities own, over80% of status
Indian householdsentandjust under6 of 10 of theserentersare in core housingneed.

In ruralareas,the majority of statusindianhouseholdsn corehousingneedare locatedin an area
stretchingovernorthernSaskatchewamorthernAlberta,and the Northwest Territories.In this
area, well overhalf of statusindianhouseholdsarein core housingneed mostfalling below
adequacyand/orsuitability standardsHere,corehousingneedhasat its root:

. amismatchbetweenthe size of much of the availablehousingstock andthe needsof
manylargerfamily andextendedhouseholds;

. many peopledo nothavesufficientfinancial resourcego pay the high ongoingcostof
adequatelynaintainingexisting housingin theseremoteareas;and

. alargeproportionof dwellings that do nothaveaccesdo the waterandsewagefacilities
requiredfor adequatdathroomamenities a situationextremelyrarein non-Aboriginal
householddn Canada.

Thesecircumstancesre sharedwith many other Aboriginal peoplelocatedhere both on- and off-
reserve.
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Figure 3 showsthat a secondpeakin the level of corehousingneedoccursin the largestatusindian
communitylocatedin the Vancouvemrea. There,averagehousingcostsare thatmuch higherthanin
Prairie cities that they more thanoffset any potentialbenefitsthat could havebeenderivedfrom
slightly higheraveragestatudndianhouseholdincomes.

Conclusion

A significantly higherproportion of off-reservestatusindian householdsarein corehousingneed
comparedto otherAboriginal householddn almostall areasof the country. Moreover statusindian
householdsare approximatelytwo and a half timesmorelikely to be in core housingneedthan other
Canadiarhouseholds.

First and foremost,high levels of core housingneedaretied to the high proportion of working-age
adultswithout employment;andthe very low proportionof peoplewith jobs who have good-paying
jobs. Theseemploymentcharacteristicsin turn, largely reflectthe low levels of schoolingeceivedy
many working-ageadults,the high disability rateand the greatmanyadultswho are womenraising
young childrenon their own.

A largemajority of off-reservestatusindianhouseholdsare locatedin urbanareaswherea very high
proportionhavelow incomes,arerenters,andfall belowthe affordabilitystandard.These
circumstancesre mostprevalentin westerncities. In ruralareas,corehousingneeds concentratedn
the remoteareaof northernSaskatchewamorthernAlbertaandthe NorthwestTerritorieswherethose
in housingneedarein dwellingswhich are often in poor repair,lack basicbhathroomamenities and/or

are crowded.

Thisissue of Researchand Developmenrttighlights hasbeenproducedas part of a concertedesearch
programthat aimsto betterunderstandboriginal housingconditionsin Canadaoday. Thiswork
drawson comprehensivetudiesof Aboriginal peoplesand their housing conditionsacrossthe country.
For furtherinformation aboutthe contentsof this issue ,contactlohnEngeland, Researcibivision, at
(613) 748-27990r e-mail: jengelan@cmhc.e-mail.com
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