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Forward

The Climate Change and Hedth Office of the Safe Environments Programme, Hedthy
Environments and Consumer Safety Branch at Hedlth Canada is pleased to present the results of
the Public Health Planning Workshop on Climate Change and Health & Weéll-being in the
North held July 6-7, 2002 in Y ellowknife, NWT.

Background

Climate Change is dready affecting Canada, and the country-s North will experience greater
climatic changes than other regions in Canada. As the northern climate warms, there will be
wide-ranging ecosystem impacts, including permafrost melting, changes in wildlife migration

patterns, and increases in sugtainable fish and game harvests. The hedth and wel-being of
northern populations will be affected as northerners try to adapt to the varying climate by
changing their traditiond and cultural practices, and by attempting to maintain and expand the

economic, socid, and hedlth infrastructures required for a 218t century northern society. The

complex, large-scde environmental changes which have dready begun will require early
adaptation measures, including in the public heath sector.

TheWorkshop

To raise the awareness of northern public heslth communities about climate change and hedlth
issues, and to assess needs for adaptation to climate change, Health Canada hosted a Public
Health Planning Workshop on Climate Change and Health & Well-being in the North in
Y dlowknife, Northwest Territories, on July 6-7, 2002. The participants included Chief Medica
Officers of Hedth and public hedth practitioners, public hedth organizations, and Aborigind
hedlth partners. The proceedings of the workshop, including an overview, follow.



OVERVIEW OF THE PROCEEDINGS

Climate change and variability is dready being felt in Northern Canada. Scientists are observing
some warming outside what are consdered norma measurements. As well, scientific and
indigenous observations of climate change are showing awide variety of impacts, and changesto
ecosystems and climate that people have never seen in their lifetimes, nor heard of in Stories.
Impacts of grestest concern include extreme weather events, changesin ice ditribution and ice
gability, dong with arange of direct and indirect hedth effects. Climate change may drain the
ability of northerners to meet their sustainable development goals, including an equitable

gtandard of living for this and future generations, safe food and water, clean energy sources, safe
shdter, and a hedthy environment.

Climate change has implications for awide range of public hedth programs in the North such as
those associated with mentad hedth, nutrition, water and air qudity, disease monitoring and
surveillance, disaster preparedness and relief, search and rescue, housing and shelter, education
and awareness, and childrerrs environmenta hedlth. Public hedlth decison makersin Canadas
North need to begin consdering how they will obtain the capacity (information, skills, etc.) and
other resources which they will need for their adaptation efforts, and how they may strengthen
linkages with key partnersin these efforts. Some adaptation Strategies to cope with the effects of
climate change are dready being implemented in communities throughout the North. Public
health networks in the North may need to identify a suitable mechanism for collaboration, to
ensure linkages are made with key climate change and health research & policy activities.

Northern communities, Aborigina organizations and provincid/territorial governments are
recognizing the impacts that climate change may have on human hedth and are responding
through increased education, discussion, and action. Inuit roundtables, advocacy to international
organizations, and loca workshops are bridging the gap between scientific research and adaptive
actions. Inuit organizations and territorid governments will have the opportunity to present their
information to the Arctic Council and the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC) to work with the
Inuit in other countries and have their concerns on climate change heard internationally.

The Northern Contaminants Program was highlighted as a modd management structure because
it has successfully engaged dl interested partners at the territorid and community levels. It
currently involves environment and hedlth practitionersin the North and al interested federd
partners. Health Canada, as the federa department with a mandate to protect the health of
Canadians, plays a very important role in providing scientific and adaptation information to
public hedth partnersin the North.

Indl dimate change initiatives it will be important to remember the unique Situation of Canadas
North. Knowledge and policy development need to include and be responsive to the needs of
locd communities in Canadas North. It will experience impacts before the other regions of
Canada, and these impacts will put an additional stress on an dready stressed public



hedlth system that has competing priorities and limited resources. Together, government,
community partners and non-governmenta organizations can address the climate changeissuein
a comprehensive manner that protects the hedth of Northern citizens.

Hedth Canada will continue to work with public hedth partnersin the North through the
provison of information on climate change and hedlth, and the further development of
knowledge. Health Canada will provide an information toolkit to participants for their usein
decison-making and education of their public health network. Hedth Canadawill dso
collaborate with the Territoria Minidries of Hedlth in the completion of a climate change and
hedlth impact assessment for their region, that will feed into the nationa assessment due in 2005.

PUBLIC HEALTH PLANNING WORKSHOP ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND
HEALTH & WELL-BEING IN THE NORTH



July 6-7, 2002
Ydlowknife, NWT

July 6, 2002

Welcome and Objectives of the Workshop
André Corriveau, Chief Medical Officer of Health, Northwest Territories

Opening the workshop, Dr. Corriveau welcomed the participants to Y ellowknife. He reviewed
the main objectives of the workshop which included:

$ To increase avareness in the health community of the vulnerabilities and potentia
impeacts from climate change on the hedlth of citizensin the North.

$ To identify current vulnerabilities, anticipated and aready occurring dimate change
impacts, and the need for public health adaptation measures.

$ To identify opportunities for collaboration between Northern hedth partners, and to
define Hedlth Canadas role in supporting the collaboration.

Dr. Corriveau then highlighted why public hedth groups in the North need to begin planning for
adapting to dimate change. He suggested that climate change is occurring and will continue for
some time into the future. Aswell, climate scientists have indicated thet of al regionsin Canada,
the North will be most affected by climate change. Climate change dso may occur more rapidly
than currently predicted. For all of these reasons, we therefore need to be better prepared for the
impacts of climate change, and we need to be anticipatory rather than reactive in our public
hedlth response.

PRESENTATIONS

Climate Change and Health: International to Local Action
Michael Sharpe, Acting/Manager, Climate Change and Health Office, Health Canada

Mr. Sharpe began his presentation by highlighting the need to organize the hedlth sector in the
North to plan for the effects of climate change, given that it is such a broad issue. The Climate
Change and Hedth Office a Hedth Canada is fadilitating this coordination by linking the
partnersthat deliver key hedth and socid programs and services, including community hedlth.

The Inter-governmental Pand on Climate Change (IPCC) has concluded that climate change is
occurring now and will increase in the future. Climate Change is a truly globd issue that will
impact loca communities in very different ways. It is quite dear from current scientific studies
and observations based on traditional knowledge that the impacts of climate change are being
felt in the North aready. In responding to these impacts, we need to take a preventative agpproach



to limit the effects of climate change on hedth and well-being. The focus of CCHO:=s work is on
adaptation. At present, only about one tenth of CCHO activities are amed a addressing
greenhouse gas (GHG) mitigation issues. But CCHO has respongbilities under both climate
change related issues.

Mr. Sharpe then reviewed the hedth story in climate change by discussng the Hedth Issues
Table included in the workshop entry document AClimate Change and Hedth & Well-being: A
Policy Primer for Canadars Northi. He noted that climate change is not a new issue, but issmply
an important and sgnificant stress that will add pressure to existing public hedlth prioritiesin the
North. We need to complete more assessments of the potentia impacts on hedlth from climate
change in locd communities to fully undergand the policy implications. Traditiond knowledge
experts and policy research partners cannot perform al of the needed work; we need to include
the scientists developing climate scenarios to identify likely future impacts.

CCHO does not advocate that a climate change and hedlth program be developed in each
juridiction in the North. Rather, the hope is that public hedth officids in the North will begin
integrating climate change congderaions into ther existing work so as to address the possble
impacts on hedth. CCHO facilitates this process, but ultimately, action must be taken at the loca
and community levels because this is where much of the mandate for protecting the hedth and
well-being of people exids.

Questions:

During the discussion, one participant noted that because globa cycles and patterns of weather
change exig, it is never quite clear tha the climatic changes to ecosystems in the North are

actudly due to climate change. Another participant remarked that even if thisis the casg, it is

necessary to implement no-regrets policies to adgpt to the hedth effects of climate change.
Another commented that, in fact, the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
which includes over 1000 scientists, has concluded that climate change is occurring, and is at

least partly due to human activities. In addition, regardless of the cause of climate change, the

public hedth sector must take actions now to prepare and respond to these environmenta
changes.

One participant noted that climate change partnerships will be very important. A joint meeting
between Hedth and Environment federd, provincid and territoria Deputy Minigters is being
consdered for this fdl. This may offer an opportunity to build partnerships on climate change
and health issues. Mr. Sharpe responded to this point by indicating that we need to be clear on
what actions are requested from the Environment and Health Deputy Ministers before thisiis put
on the agenda.

A paticipant shared some information on efforts to highlight the importance of the Arctic as an
indicator region for climate change at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD),
which isto occur this August in South Africa

Regarding partnerships, a concern was raised because of the genera focus on scientific research.
It was noted that partnerships developed by the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) are very



community- based and include traditiona knowledge experts. The question was raised about
how Aborigina groups were going to be integrated into these processes, including those
focussing on policy and adaptation. Mr. Sharpe responded by indicating that this meeting is an
example of how Aborigind groups are to be consulted and integrated on climate change and
hedlth issues. This is a policy meeting with public hedth decison makers and we are here to

learn about how public health networks are organized in the North.

Climate Changein the North
Chris Furgal, Unité de recherche en santé publique, CHUQ, Québec

Dr. Furgd began his presentation by reviewing what is known and what is not known about

climate change - its causes and impacts. He indicated that we are dready observing some
warming outsde what are consdered norma measurements. As wdll, indigenous observations of

climate change are showing a wide variety of impacts, and changes to ecosystems and climate

that people have never seen in therr lifetimes, nor heard of in Sories.

With respect to human hedlth, Dr. Furgdl noted that we currently do not have sufficient climate
scenario data to inform hedth impacts activities at the locd levd. A wide range of factors
influence hedth, such as lifestyle, public hedth infragtructure, ecosystems, diet, and garbage
disposd. These must be congdered when discussing the impacts of climate change on hedlth.

Dr. Furgd then provided an overview of the objectives, methods and results of a study on
climate change and hedth in which he was recently involved, namely AClimate Change and

Hedth in Nunavik and Labrador: What We Know from Science and Inuit Knowledgel. This
sudy indicated that using traditional knowledge is vauable because it shows us the complex

relationships between northern ecosystems, human behaviour, locad communities and human

hedth. These are congderations which scientists sometimes overlook or do not capture fully

enough.

The study focussed on possible impacts from climate change, as well as the burden of disease on
the communities in the North. Impacts of greatest concern include extreme weather events,
changes in ice digribution and ice gahility, dong with hedth effects, while the issue of least
concern, isincreased UV exposure. It was also noted that some adaptation initiatives are already
underway, such as changes in food handling and preparation, changes in travel plans for hunting
trips and increased emergency preparedness.



Climate change may drain our ability to meet sudainable development goads in Canada,
including an equitable standard of living for this and future generdtions, safe food and water,
clean energy sources, safe shdter, and a hedthy environment. The Arctic Climate Impact
Assessment (ACIA) attempts to understand in what ways climate change will influence
sugtainable development gods in the Arctic. The ACIA involves an inter-governmentd panel
assessing the impacts of dimate variability and change, and increased UV radiation, on the
Arctic Region. The Assessment will look at human hedth impacts, as well as environmentd,
socid and economic impacts in the context of other developments and pressures on the Arctic
Region. The Pand will produce a scientific document that includes a series of assessment
reviews. It will aso include a policy document with recommendations for adaptation srategies.
There is a chapter on human hedlth, and there is a separate chapter on climate change related
vulnerabilities, sengitivities and capacity issues. The find document will aso include a policy
summary with recommendations regarding adaptation srategies. More information can be found
at www.acia.uaf.edu. Drafts of the various chapters will be rdeased this fdl, and Dr. Furgd is
looking for a suitable group of nationd public hedth experts to review the chapter on human
hedth.

Questions

An inquiry was made as to whether the workshop participants could act as a group to receive and
review the ACIA report which isto be released shortly. This may provide an opportunity to input
into the contents of the report.

One participant suggested the need for caution in making generalizations about research results
on the impacts of climate change from one region or area. Dr. Furgd agreed that there are
ggnificant differences between regions that should not be generdized. The project in which he
was involved attempted to standardize the methods and anayse further approaches so that vaid
comparisons could be made between communities.

Opportunitiesfor Action: Northern Adaptation Policy Directions
Mark Buell, Inuvialuit Regional Corporation

Mr. Budl began his presentation by highlighting the importance of partnershipsin a project that
looked at observations of climate change in the Inuviduit Settlement Region. A number of
organizations were involved in the project, induding the Inuviaduit Regiond Corporation,
International Indtitute for Sudtainable Development (I1SD), Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK),
Northern Ecosystem Initiative (NEI) - Environment Canada, Health Canada, Joint Secretariat,
the communities of Tuktoyaktuk, Aklavik and Inuvik and others. Mr. Budl outlined the
methodology behind the study and highlighted that it was shgped through close consultations
with members of theloca communities.

A number of important findings were made in the discussons with the people in the three
communities. For example, it became clear that many adaptation drategies to cope with the
effects of dimate change are dready being implemented in the community (e.g., taking bottled

water when hunting to cope with the increasing heat). Also, it was noted that some of the effects



of climate change will be positive, such as an increase in shipping seasons for much of the North
due to the earlier break-up of winter ice.

A number of chdlenges face the three communities because of climate change. For example,
Tuktoyaktuk may, at some future time, need to be relocated because of extensive erosion of the
shoreline. As wdll, low quality anima skins and furs mean that people are not able to meke as
many craft productsto sal, nor clothing for persond use (e.g., moccasins etc). The community is
looking for money to reopen community freezers which are needed to ensure that food does not
gpoil in the warmer temperatures. In this regard, warmer surface waters mean that fish now spoil
quickly and sometimes cannot be eaten. As well, a growing menta hedlth problem is related to
the fact that eders cannot go hunting. Spiritud well-being of the community is dso threatened
due to eroson, as some graves are falling into the ocean.

Mr. Budl concluded his presentation by outlining the next steps for the project and indicating the
importance of public hedlth workers in northern communities input, as well as the need to get
them engaged on thisissue.

The Public Health Response to Climate Change in Canada:s North: Future Directions and
Condderations
Peter Berry, Senior Policy Advisor, Climate Change and Health Office, Health Canada

Dr. Berry began his presentation by indicating that the Climate Change and Hedth Office
(CCHO) was seeking input from public hedth partners in the North about how it can best
support them in their efforts to address the impacts on hedth and well-being from cdimate
change. He highlighted that climate change has implications for a wide range of public hedth
programs, such as menta hedth, nutrition, water and air qudity, disease monitoring and
surveillance, disaster preparedness and relief, search and rescue, housing and shelter, education
and awareness, and childrerys environmental hedlth.

Northern communities are dready adapting to the hedth effects of climate change. The key
question that Dr. Berry suggested was whether this adaptation is anticipatory - planned,
coordinated, collaborative and based on the latest scientific findings, or whether it is passve -
less coordinated, and possibly less wel-informed.  Anticipatory planning provides greater
effectiveness, and reduces hedth-rdated costs. These costs may include illnesses, desths,
economic impacts on hedth care systems and public hedlth Ainfrastructured, as well as broader
socid impacts. It dso provides opportunities to capitdize on climate change benefits (eg.
greater diversity or abundance of plants and animas in some areas), and would address growing
concernsin loca communities about the health impacts of climate change.



Dr. Berry outlined key requirements for planned adaptation, including sound knowledge to guide
adaptation efforts, appropriate capacity to teke action, which requires financia resources,
indtitutional stability, information, skills and other resources, as well as collaboration between
hedth partners, and between the hedlth sector and other sectors. The key message was that
public hedth decison makers in Canadars North will need to begin consdering how they will
obtain the information and other resources which they will need for their adaptation efforts, and
how they may strengthen linkages with key partners in these efforts. Public hedth networks in
the North may need to identify a suitable mechanism for collaboration, to ensure linkages are
made with key climate change and hedlth research & policy activities.

Dr. Berry closed his presentation by highlighting the services provided by CCHO to facilitate the
development of climate change and health adaptation strategies in Canada. Currently, the CCHO
webgte is being updated to include hedlth issue and policy fact sheets, lists of funding sources,
potential adaptation drategies, and a bibliography of public hedth adgptation information
sources. CCHO is dso in the process of developing a climate change and hedlth information
toolkit for public hedth decison makers. Dr. Berry ended his presentation by indicating that
CCHO is seeking input about the types of information and services which hedth partners would
find useful for addressing the hedlth effects of dimate change in the North.

FACILITATED DISCUSSION

What health issues are of most concern in the North?

$ Diabetesis abig problem for northern communities. We need to put more effort into
nutrition counsdling.

$ A lot of hedlthy people are sarting to get strokes. Cancer and sexualy transmitted
diseasesare dso ontherise.

$ Thereis currently a public health problem related to tobacco use.
$ Children have asthma in record numbers.

$ Thelack of qudity hedlth care for dmogt dl Aborigind communitiesin the Northisa
big problem.

$ Thereisapoor housing Stuation in Nunavut. Approximately, 1000 people out of a
population of 30, 000 are waiting for suitable housing.

What arethe similarities/differ ences between regions on the health issues of concern?

$ Tobacco use and its hedlth effects are pervasive.



$ Obesty isaproblem in the North, but is not limited to northern populations.

$ Dene and Métis communitiesinland in the bored forest will have different experiences
than communities living on the coast. Métis communities eat caribou and moose, and this
could be a problem if these species migrate.

$ Focussing on the change in the ecologicd niches is therefore needed.

$ Qudlity of drinking water isimportant, as there are now skin rashes caused by dgee
blooms.

$ The Inuit and Cree view of the environment is very complex due to culturd rdaionships
to the environment, and is different from region to region.

$ The drdtification within the community isimportant. Elders may live closer to the
environment than children

$ It isdifficult to identify similarities/differences of hedth issues because of alack of
research.

What health issuesrelated to climate change ar e of concern?

$ Many people have poor ventilaion in their houses which will be aproblem if
temperatures rise. Housing is an issue across dl northern regions.

$ Earlier, there was a concern with contaminants and a structure was set up to manage it,
and now the North is looking a the effects of climate change which could be quite
serious (e.g., vector-borne diseases, food sources).

$ Communities depend on ice roads, but as seasons get shorter, some communities might
not be able to get resupplied with fuel and food.

$ Food security will be an important issue for northern communities due to climate change.

$ There is despair anong northern people at some of the changes aready seen. Ice safety is
abig issue. It is getting harder to get traditiona foods.

$ With seasons changing, food preparation becomes more hazardous. We need to change
our food preparation activities.

$ There are concerns over mentd hedlth issues due to climate change.

What research and public health interventions are occurring in the North that arereated



to climate change and health?

$

$

The Council of Yukon First Nationsis quite active on climate change issues. Elders are
indicating that hedlth isimportant, and they can bring people together.

Northern Ecosystem Initiative (NEI) - Environment Canada programs are ongoing. NEI
has provided funding for an Inuit roundtable on dimate change.

There was arecent cal for proposas from the Climate Change Action Fund (CCAF) on
hedlth and climate change which may address problemsin the North.

Making sure that regiona and provincid/territorial governments have a hedlth annex in
their disaster preparedness plans (e.g., pandemic planning).

One community in Labrador has developed afood safety project.

The Centre for Indigenous People=s Nultrition and Environment (CINE) a McGill
Universty islooking & climate change issues.

The Arctic Borderlands Program includes a climate change theme.

What arethe steps needed to addr ess these climate change and health issues?

$

Asafirg gep, we must sart at the community leve to find out what people are observing
and feding.

The Nationd Contaminants Program (NCP) is up for renewa next year, and climate
change might be included as a component. It would be helpful to examine the success of
the NCP in bringing together research and policy partners. The gpproach on climate
change so far has been more fragmented, and consequently very different in different
regions and communities.

The NCP mode could be taken to the upcoming meeting of Deputy Ministers of Hedlth
and Environment to be showcased and proposed for adoption to address climate change
and hedlth issues.

On theissue of climate change and hedlth, the problem is that there is no nationd
assessment occurring or being funded. We therefore do not know what the community
needs are.

A big problem isthat dimate change has been anissue in Aborigind communities for the
last 50 years but nobody redly took notice.

What existing public health mechanisms can be used to addr ess these issues? Do new forms
of cooperation need to be developed?



$

Communities want to be involved, and they have much of the needed information on
impacts and adaptation strategies. Next steps include the development of more indicators
of climate change impacts, and communication of results. However, loca communities
need money for this.

Thereisthe difficult issue of jurisdiction. Provincid and Territorid governments have

the respongbility for hedth, and the Federal government provides transfer payments to
territorid governments. Many of the determinants of hedlth are dso outsde of the
jurisdiction of the hedlth authorities.

There are some fundamenta issues about Aborigind rights and jurisdiction that need to
be addressed.

Mogt of the needed hedth interventions would not be done smply for climate change but
for other reasons (e.g., surveillance for West Nile Virus).

Thereis aHedth Canada online learning program for epidemiologists for specific issues,
which can be very helpful.

Environmental heglth programs in the North exist and are vaued. But if we areto
increase our activities in food safety and security issues, then we will need environmenta
hedlth officers with strong mandates and adequate funding.

We dso have programs related to sunscreen education and nutrition counselling.

We may need to increase our knowledge about heat stroke and the needed adaptation
skills (e.g, getting out of the heet, hydration).

Thereis aneed to increase advocacy for the things we cannot influence directly (e.g,
improving socid housing, improving indoor air quaity).

It isimportant to use both quditative information and quantitative information (e.g.,
using photography and actua measurements of shorelines receding).

How can Health Canada support your work in thisarea?

$

Information materias provided by Hedth Canada such as the CCHO website are quite
useful, even if not community specific. The ideas can be borrowed.

Need to have materids that are designed by the northern communities, for people in the
North with their own images and information.

Thereis aneed for surveillance and research initiatives. What role does the CCHO have
if not afunding one?

Hedlth Canada, through CCHO, is making scientific and public health adaptation



information accessible to dl. In addition, CCHO will identify these resource-type needs
a the federd level and thee may be an opportunity to do it through
federd/provincid/territorial mechanisms as well. Hedlth Canada will dso coordinate the
national climate change and hedth impact assessment, to be done by federd and
territorid partners.

July 7, 2002
PRESENTATIONS

Where do we go from here?
Michael Sharpe,Acting/Manager, Climate Change and Health Office, Health Canada

Mr. Sharpe opened the day by indicating that it would be useful to have some discusson of
current communications and partnering on climate change and hedlth issues at the internationd
level. Lessons may be learned in this regard a the nationa level for managing climate change
and hedlth issues in Canadas North.

Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami
Pitsey Moss-Davies, I nuit Tapiriit Kanatami

Ms. Moss-Davies opened her remarks by providing an overview of the mandate and gods of the
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK). The trandation of ITK means Alnuit Team Builders of Canaddj.
This organization is the nationa body that represents the Inuit of Canada. There are four Inuit
regions in the ITK. Each region has an dected presdent who sts on the board of directors of the
national organization. ITK recaivesits direction from the regions,

The Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC) is the internationa representative body for the Inuit of
Canada. The ICC is a permanent participant on the Arctic Council, isinvolved in rdlevant United
Nations negotiations and activities, and has brought the Inuit perspective on Kyoto to
internationa negotiations.

Ms. Moss-Davies noted that it is generdly accepted that climate change will impact the North
more than other regions. Discussons and studies thus far on the effects of climate change on
Canadas North have tended to focus on documenting the changes to locd climates and
ecosystems, rather than on how communities can adapt to these changes. In partnership with
Environment Canada, Health Canada, Centre Hospitalier Universitaire de Lava (CHUL) and
others, ITK has been involved in research projects to document these changes, but aso to begin
development of adaptive strategies and needed indicators. For example, much more research and
consultation with public communities needs to be completed to continue efforts to address this
problem.

Ms. Moss-Davies then provided an overview of ITK:=s genera climate change activities. In
particular, this organization is developing a pan-Northern Inuit specific dtrategy, and is

cooperating with others on completing needed research. With respect to the pan-Northern
drategy, ITK is currently cooperating with Aborigina partners (e.g., Dene Nation) to establish a



community-based climate change monitoring network.

The ITK believes that a coordinating mechanism for climate change issues in the North is
urgently needed, particularly for the Inuit to have meaningful input into current discussons.
Currently, no coordinating mechanism exists. There are numerous research projects that are not
being coordinated with the threat of duplication of research efforts and a poor use of research
funds. There has dso not been an identification of research gaps and research priorities. Ms.
Maoss-Davies indicated that ITK will provide a facilitative forum and will begin by coordinating
activities in Inuit regions. It currently has secured funds from NEI for an upcoming roundtable
on Inuit and dimate change. Further funds are being sought to make this initiative permanent
and to develop a management committee to oversee such projects. In this regard, a funding
proposal has been sent to Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC).

The need for an Inuit specific response to the Kyoto Protocol was highlighted during recent
nationa consultations in June 2002 on the Federd Discusson Peper. In the view of Ms.
Moss-Davies, these consultations were flawved. They were very exclusive, there was not enough
Inuit representation a the consultations. It was dso indicated that these were not red
consultations given that the federa government smply outlined the four options presented in the
Discussion Paper. At the Ottawa consultations, Scott Nickels of ITK recommended Inuit specific
conaultations on the Kyoto Protocol in Fall, 2002. ITK recommends ambitious greenhouse gas
reductions targets for addressing climate change.

An Education and Communications component of the ITK activities was adso discussed by Ms.
Moss-Davies. She brought to the attention of the participants the ITK newdetter and their
recently updated website which contains information on environmental contaminants, cancer and
information on various pieces of legidation reevant to Inuit communities.

ITK is currently engaged in research activities with a number of partners such as CHUL, INAC,
McGill Universty and others. Through the McGill partnership, ITK is hoping to launch a centre
for

research, education, and capacity building for environmenta change and hedth in the
circumpolar north.

Questions

During the discussion, one participant indicated disstisfaction with the Nationd Climate
Change Process stakeholder consultations which occurred in 14 cities across Canada in June,
2002. He participated in the Whitehorse discussions and was dismayed with the predominance of
lobbying from the gas and ail people from Cagary. They generdly dominated the sessons and
there was very little input from others, induding Aborigind groups. In his view, the
consultations were very unproductive.

Another participant noted thet at the Y dlowknife stakeholder consultations, there were very few
Aborigina groups in atendance. He was shocked with the strictly economic focus that Alberta
gave to the presentation. A number of ENGOs in Yedlowknife were very criticad of the



presentations. It was dso the view of one participants that the summaries of the consultations
posted on the Nationa Climate Change Process (NCCP) website do not accurately reflect the
obvious dissenson a the mesting.

One participant noted that this issue is difficult for the Inuviduit because they want to put a
pipeine down the Mackenzie Vdley which could be in conflict with the intent of the Kyoto
Protocol.

Ancther participant asked if any of the members of the group raised human hedth issues a the
national stakeholder consultations on the Discussion Paper, held in June 2002. It was indicated
that few people had time to do the preparations and the proper consultations with loca
communities before participating in the stakeholder consultations. ITK plans on preparing in this
fashion for the st of upcoming consultations and it is very likey that locad communities will
rase hedth issues. One participant noted that for this round, the focus of the discussons was on
the economic questions surrounding implementation of the Kyoto Protocol. It was noted that
some provinces have asked for andyss of the codts of inaction (eg., heath and environment
costs). Hedth Canada has begun this type of andyss through expert pands organized by the
Universty of Ottawa and Lavd. The Universty of Ottawa Report will be rdeased in the Fal of
2002.

FACILITATED DISCUSSION

How can participants collabor atively present the climate change and health issues of the
Canadian North to the National Climate Change Process and the international initiatives
and organizations, such asthe Inuit Circumpolar Conference, the Arctic Climate | mpact
Assessment (ACIA) and the Arctic Council?

$ Some of the nationd, local and regiond initiatives and udiesin which ITK isinvolved
have been raisad to the internationa level quite quickly.

$ The ICC islobbying to get indigenous knowledge collected so that it can be integrated
into the ACIA. Community capacity is needed to conduct these observations.

$ At the nationd levd, the ICC draws on thework of ITK, and it has obsarver satus at the
Arctic Council.

$ The Arctic Council includes 8 circumpolar nations and indigenous associations, such as
the Arctic Athabaskan Council (AAC).

$ The Arctic Council tried to have officia recognition of the Arctic region as an important
indicator of climate change a the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)
in Johannesburg, but this was not well-received. The Arctic Council may make a Sde
presentation at WSSD, and it may use the ACIA project to highlight climate change as an
important issue for the Arctic. Members of Arctic Council have indicated that hedth
issues need to be raised strongly in any presentation.



The Arctic Council has no hard legidaive activities that drive the agenda. Minigerid
meetings occur every two years. Mary Simon is Canadass Ambassador to the Arctic, and
thisfileisled by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Internationd Trade.

The AC includes a number of working groups. Initiatives of interest related to climate
change include emergency preparedness. INAC represents Canada on the Working Group
on Indigenous Aid and Sustainable Devel opment.

The Sustainable Development Working Group isinvolved in anumber of activitiesin the
hedlth area. Canada sponsored an initiative (1998) - AFuture of Children and Y outh in the
Arcticil, which is building the knowledge and capacity of Arctic communities to impart
sugtainable development knowledge to future generations. This includes the devel opment
of data on the hedlth of children in this region. In addition, there is a project on infectious
diseases that was led by the United States and Canada.

The AAC is getting involved with the Univerdty of the Arctic on climate change issues.
It relies on resources from the federal government for this work.

ITK, Dene nation and other Aborigind and First Nations groups receive $150K per year
respectively for their contaminants activities. Core funding is needed to address climate
change and hedlth issues.

Currently, the Minigter of Hedlth is engaged on these issues viathe activities of ICC.
Hedlth Canada is seeking resources for a hedlth conference at the upcoming ICC Generd
Assembly

in August, 2002. The proposed focus of the conference is contaminants and
environmenta change.

What mechanisms exist to engage and educate the public health networksin the North on
theissue of climate change and health?

$
$

Northern reporters (CBC) are important for increasing community awareness.

Community hedlth centres have an important role to play in handing out useful
information to the public. Community health representatives - where they exigt - are very
active in hedth promaotion and communications initigtives (eg., mental hedth).

INAC and NRCan have their Aborigina Northern Climate Change Program, but thisis
only focussed on greenhouse gas emissons reductions and very little on impacts and
adaptation.

The Northwest Territories are complex in that there are severd aborigind groups and 8
officia languages. As such, there are severa networks in the health sector, depending on
the issue being addressed.

NWT Department of Hedlth publishes a newdetter on public hedlth issues afew timesa



year to increase awareness and encourage discussion and debate on important issues.

Often, forums for community health networks and representatives involve arange of
partners, such as Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC).

In the Y ukon, the Department of Hedlth and Socid Services does have a representative
on the NCP human hedth committee for that region. Efforts are being made to spark
interest in the issue of dimate change and hedth among the public hedth community in
the Yukon. The mediaare avery good tool for sparking this interest.

Smaller communities outsde Whitehorse are served by hedth stations and communicate
with the community nursing branch.

Northern Contaminants Program (NCP) partners frequently desire the participation of
hedlth sector representatives for their events and initiatives. Therefore, the NCP is
sometimes a forum for discussing broader issues that touch on human hedth.

INAC and Dene Nation are co-chairs of the NCP contaminants committee. This
committee will address whatever issues are brought to its attention, including those
related to climate change and hedlth.

Regiona contaminants coordinators under the NCP give support to the territoria
governments, and educate and train the communities based on what is developed by the
committee.

In Nunavik, there is a committee on hedth and nutrition which began before the NCP and
will continue after. It includes directors of hospitals, as well as representatives from
aborigind groups, the territorid government and others, and is trying to provide one
window for environmenta hedth issues. This committee is trying to address broader
issues and has dready darted deding with climate change and hedlth concerns. It is
funded by the NCP. If the NCP is not renewed, the committee will till be needed.

Do new mechanisms need to be created to engage and educate public health networksin
the North on theissue of climate change and health?

$

$

The NCP does not build capacity in the North for doing scientific research. People could
act as adjunct professors to go to northern universities to work on climate change issues.

Renewa of the NCP is needed, and this message needs to be taken back to F/P/T hedlth
and environment minigters. The environmenta contaminants committee could quite

eadly be an environmenta health committee - expand its mandate and ded with broader
issues that concern people.

Independent eva uation of the NCP is quite positive.



$ Climate change was brought up as an emerging issue in discussions about NCP renewd,
but it does not appear that thiswill be one of the main themes in efforts to extend the
program. The main focus will continue to be contaminants. John Stone, of Environment
Canada, isakey contact, as he isresponsible for the NCP. The NCP is at the Treasury
Board preparation stage. The summary report from this workshop should be made
available to the NCP.

$ The hedlth sector must often compete for the time and attention of people in northern
communities because of the large number of issues that exist. One srategy would be to
ded with both climate change and northern contaminants.

$ Educating people through meetings is very expensive. It is better to adopt the train-the-
trainer model, whereby representatives that are trained on climate change and hedlth
issues are sent back to their regions to bring about a change in behaviours.

$ Any CCHO information toolkit developed needs to be reviewed by hedth partnersin the
North to make sureit is useful for locd communities. One point to remember isthat this
region ill has an ord history tradition.

$ It isimportant to avoid workshop fatigue. It is more cost-effective to do tours of
communities to provide education and seek the latest knowledge/observetions.

$ It is aso important to develop appropriate curricula on climate change issues for schools.
Aswell, the knowledge development activities must be driven by the needs and concerns
of loca communities rather than by an agenda developed in the south.

$ Projects and results should be evaluated and we need to move away from risk assessment
and to risk/benefit assessments.

$ Hedth needs to have alarger focusin the next NCCP nationd stakeholder consultations
and public consultations on plans to ratify the Kyoto Protocal.

NEXT STEPSAND CLOSING REMARKS
Michael Sharpe,Acting/Manager

Mr. Sharpe closed the workshop by restating that this was the first climate change workshop to
involve public hedth practitioners from dl three territories. Partnerships devel oped today will
continue to grow in the future as we work towards protecting the hedlth of northern populations.
The objectives of the workshop were met over the one and a hdf days of discusson. Participants
have learned new information about the state of climate change knowledge and possible impacts.
Aswell, they have learned about community-based studies that have been conducted on climate
change in the North. Mode s and next steps have been discussed on how to move forward with
addressing climate change and health issues. And participants have provided Hedth Canada with



guidance on how the Department can support the Northern partners through information sharing
and outreach. Hedlth Canada will provide an information toolkit to participants for their usein
decison-making and educetion of their public health network. Heath Canadawill also
collaborate with the Territorid Minidtries of Hedlth in the completion of a climate change and
hedlth impact assessment for their region, that will feed into the nationa assessment due in 2005.

The next step is to continue to work together and disseminate the information from the workshop
and other climate change and hedth activities to public hedlth partners across the North and
throughout the world.



