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REPORT N O 18

HI STORI CAL SECTION (G. S.)

ARMY HEADQUARTERS

THE CAMPAI GN I N SOUTHERN | TALY (Septenber - Decenber 1943)

Information from German M litary Docunents regarding Allied Operations in

Ceneral and Canadi an Operations in Particular

| NTRODUCTI ON

1. Canadi an operations in Southern Italy from Septenber to the end of

Decenber 1943, have been dealt with in detail in Reports Nos 129, 144, 161 and
165 of the Historical Section, Canadian MIlitary Headquarters. These reports

were mainly based upon information from Canadi an sources; other Allied sources
were drawn upon when this was necessary in order to show the Canadi an effort

inits proper relation to that of the 15th Arnmy Group as a whol e

2. The present report purports to show the relevant information that has
become avail able from German sources. The Germans had no reason to prepare a
separate collection of the facts concerning the Canadi an forces, and nuch of
the information had therefore to be taken from Gernman docunents dealing with
| arger aspects of the canmpaign. To find the widely scattered references to
Canadi an operations it was necessary to peruse a great mass of docunents;
pertinent information of a general nature that has becone available in this

manner has been included in the report.

SOURCES OF | NFORMATI ON

3. The mpjority of the docunments on which this report is based were lent to

Hist Sec (G S.) by the German M litary Docunents Section in Washington, D.C
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Some of the nore significant docunents have been photostatted. Were the
expression "permanently retained" appears in connection with eneny docunents.
It denotes that the document in question is being permanently retained in
photostatic form for purposes of substantiation and reference by Hi st Sec
(G S ), Otawa. In all such cases references to the docunent are followed by
the letter R Where the letters R T. appear in this connection they indicate

that a translation has been appended to the photostatic copy of the German

t ext.

4. Quoted matter has been underlined in conformity with the original text.
Wth regard to translation it has been necessary at tines to resort to

free translation in order to reflect the true neaning of the original text.

5. Attention is drawn to the fact that the German "Regi nent" represents the

bri gade or brigade group of British nmilitary term nol ogy.

6. The War Diaries of the German Tenth Arny were found to be the npst

val uabl e and conpl ete source of information. The records of the corps and

di visions were used as far as they were available. Docunents on reginenta

and lower levels were not on hand; it is not inpossible that they may be found

at a later date in some hide-out in Germany.

7. The War Diaries of 1 Para Div unfortunately have not been found and it is
believed that they nay have been destroyed. 1 Para Div was the Gernman crack
di vision that usually appeared in the toughest spots and that was beaten by

t he Canadi ans and forced out of Ortona in the bitter fighting of the closing

days of 1943.

8. One of the strongest inpressions to be gained fromthe analysis of German
source material is the realization that the downfall of the German arm es was
hastened by their failure to recognize the true inportance of good

Intelligence. Their tendency to reward only achi evenents of a strictly
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operational nature brought about a situation where young staff officers
regarded Intelligence appointments nmerely as a passing phase and devoted their
spare tine to the study of tactical doctrine. An even nore dangerous
consequence of the failure to envisage wider fields than nerely those of
mlitary problens in the abstract appeared in the appreciations of higher
conmanders, who at times seened to show a | ack of insight into the
mlitary-political aspects of a situation. 1In view of the unchanging nature
of the German character and the possibility of sudden changes in the relative
strength of nations capable of mmjor technol ogi cal achievenents, it m ght be
useful beyond the confines of historical narration to record the German

reaction to given mlitary situations.

SI TUATI ON AT THE CONCLUSI ON OF THE SI Cl LI AN CAMPAI GN

9. Al t hough noni nally under the command of the Italian Commando Suprenp and,
after the defection of Italy very | oosely subordinated to Arny Group "B"
(Rommel ), the commander actually responsible for the conduct of the Gernan
operations in Southern Italy was Field Marshal Kesselring. He was the
C.-in-C. South (OQoerbefehl shaber Sued - O B.S.), with headquarters at

Frascati, near Rone.*!

10. As shown in Hist Sec Report No. 14, para 26, the German H gh Command had

i nstructed Marshal Kesselring at the beginning of August to organize a
subordi nate Arny Headquarters to relieve himof the increasing detail of

tactical command and to tighten control over the German forces strung out in

1 It is generally known that Ronmel wanted to give up Southern and Centra
Italy as untenable and tending to dissipate the strength of the German
arm es. Kesselring believed strongly in the necessity for defending the area
as long as possible. The differences in the views of the two conmanders were
wel | known 1 n high places. The relationship between Arny G oup "B" and
O.B.S. had been defined with unusual vagueness in Docunent "Achse"

Arny Group "B" receives the right of issuing directives to O B. S
(Appendi x "C', para 2, sec (e))
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Southern Italy. This Arny Headquarters was Arneeoberkonmando 10 (A O K -10 -
HQ 10 Arny). It was to be under the command of General of the Arnoured

Troops Heinrich v. Vietinghoff, with headquarters at Polla, ESE of Sal erno.*?

11. Acting in his capacity as Conmander Designate of the 10th Arny,
General v. Vietingoff submitted his own appreciation of the situation to

O.B.S. on 11 Aug. The docunent dealt with the follow ng possibilities.

a. Al lied | andings on both coasts of Southern Cal abria for the purpose

of cutting off the retreating 14th Cor ps;

b. Al lied landings in the Napl es-Salerno sector.

In view of the battle that was to take place four weeks | ater at Sal erno, the

remar ks concerning this sector are of special interest:

Allied landings in the Napl es-Sal erno sector represent the main danger to
the whole of the German forces in Southern Italy. The Gernan forces at
present in the area are far from being sufficient strength.

Not wi t hst andi ng any considerations to the contrary, | regard it as

i nperative to transfer one notorized division fromCentral Italy to this

area, at least until the arrival of 14 Corps.

While this report was being witten, 14 Corps was preparing to withdraw from
Sicily and 76 Corps was deployed in Calabria for the defence of the southern
tip of the peninsula and for the reception and protection of 14 Corps. The

future course of action for these formati ons was visualized as foll ows:

2 To sinplify references to the two commanders, their headquarters, or the

orders emanating therefrom the follow ng abbreviations will be used where
sui t abl e:

O B.S. for Kesselring
A.O K 10 for v. Vietingoff.
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During the return nmovenent of 14 Corps, Southern Cal abria nust be
evacuated up to the narrow part of the isthnus around Castrovillari.
Even this will only be a tenmporary solution since the Gernman forces for
the defence of Calabria and Apulia are entirely insufficient and their
l'i nes of comrunication are insecure. It nust remain the goal to
concentrate the two corps further north in such a manner that their
supply is assured and that they will have sufficient striking power to
prevai |l against eneny |andings or a sudden change in the politica

situation.

(GMD.S. - 42803/2, 11 Au; R 1)

12. Before assumi ng command of the newy formed Army, v. Vietinghoff flewto
General Headquarters and on 17 Aug was received in turn by Field

Mar shal Keitel, by Colonel General Jodi and finally by Hitler in person.
(GMD.S. - 42803/1, 17 Aug).

13. The instructions which Hitler gave on this occasion were recorded by the

Arnmy Commander in the sonmewhat sketchy formthat appears below in translation

Not es on Conversation with the Fuehrer on the evening of 17 Aug 48

For the conduct of the canpaign in Southern Italy the Fuehrer gave ne the

followi ng instructions:

1. The centre of gravity to be in the Naples-Salerno area, the sector

to be held in any event on account of the lines of supply.

Three divisions to be transferred into the area, also the i mmobile

parts of other formations.
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2. An attack on Apulia appears |ess probable in view of the present
di spositions of the eneny forces. For observation and security,
1 Para Div to be transferred there and preparations to be nmade for

movenment of two nore divisions to the area in case of need.

3. The area of Southern Italy, especially Calabria, to be evacuated
only under eneny pressure. Against superior enemy forces the area

to be defended by delaying actions with fully nmobile forces.

4. Preparations, including supply arrangenents, to be made perm tting
the transfer of all troops to Central Italy in case of a specia

order to do so.

5. All German troops to be exclusively commanded by Gernman Hi gher

Headquarters.

(GMD.S. - 42893/2, 22 Aug;, R2)

14. After conferring on the way back with O B.S. , at Frascati
v. Vietinghoff returned to Polla on 22 Aug and assuned tactical command of
10 Arny. Supply and adm nistrati on were handl ed t hroughout the canpai gn by

and from Headquarters O B. S

15. A new appreciation of the situation was made by the Arnmy commmander and
pl aced on record in the War Diary of 10 Arny on 22 Aug. The parts dealing

with the situation on the ground read as foll ows:

The eneny has concluded his Sicilian under-taking and has refornmed his
units west of Messina. The greater part of his |anding tonnage has been
taken back to Africa. Renewed preparations reported fromthere indicate
the early beginning of a |arge-scale | anding operation. It is expected

that first of all he will take Sardinia and Corsica in order to | eap over
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fromthere to Central or Northern Italy or perhaps even to Southern
France. Above all, this will give himair bases for new undertaki ngs

agai nst Cernany.

An attack against Southern Italy is to be regarded only as a secondary
possibility. In this case the area Sal erno-Napl es woul d be the one nost
likely to be chosen. The purpose of such an undertaking would be to cut
of f everything south of Naples by serving the main roads and traffic
arteries leading through that city. Should this occur, the main action
in the Naples sector might be supported by |andings of paratroops in the

Fi dget sector.

Anot her secondary possibility would be a landing in Apulia. This would
gi ve the adversary the advantage of having good air bases agai nst the
Bal kans and Rounmania. The country there is also nore suitable for

operations of arnmoured and notorized forces.

It is inprobable that the eneny will direct a main effort against
Calabria. The difficulties of the ground there nmake a quick operative
success i nprobable and he would have to fight his way to the North

nmount ai ns and over few and easily interdictable roads.

(GMD.S. - 42803/2, 22 Aug)

16. Wile thus on 22 Aug a large Allied | anding operation in southern

Cal abria was still | ooked upon as a rather renote possibility, the events of
the following week left little doubt that such an understandi ng was bei ng
prepared. Intensive air reconnai ssances over Cal abria, heavy artillery
bombardnents fromthe sea and from Sicily, as well as exploratory |andings by
commandos, brought about a change in view that was that was expressed in a

revi sed appreciation on 29 Aug:
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It nust therefore be expected that the eneny will undertake | arger
| andi ngs either in the places where the conmandos went ashore or at the
nost favourable locations in the narrow parts of the peninsula around

Cat anzaro and Castrovillari.

It is not inpossible that the main intention of the eneny is to prevent
the rapid transfer of the German formations now in Southern Italy,

especially in Calabria, to the projected theatre of the nmain | anding.

(GMD.S. - 42803/2, 29 Aug)

GERMAN FORCES AND DI SPOSI TI ONS AT THE BEG NNI NG OF SEPTEMBER

17. Apart fromthe 3rd Panzer G enadier Division and the 2nd Parachute
Di vi si on, which were stationed near Ronme but were not under the Conmmand of
A. O K 10, the bulk of the German ground forces south of the Gaeta-Pescara
line at the beginning of Septenber consisted of the 10th Arnmy with the

followi ng formations:

Under direct command of A O K. 10

1st Parachute Division

2nd Battalion 6th Parachute Regi nent

14 Corps with 15th Panzer G enadier Division

16t h Panzer Division
Panzer Division Hermann Doeri ng
76 Corps with 29th Panzer G enadier Division

26t h Panzer Division
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Not directly under the conmand of A O K 10, but instructed to cooperate
fully: 22nd Anti-Aircraft Brigade. 3*
(GMD.S. - 42803/1, 22 Aug)

18. The German officers exerting the greatest influence on the part of the

canpai gn being dealt with in this report were the follow ng: 4**

General Field Marshal Al bert KESSELRI NG

C. of S.: Lt-Gen Lt-Gen Siegfried WESTPHAL

ps : Col Count v. KLINKOASTROEM (G S.C. )5***

10 Arny

Col - Gen Heinrich v. VI ETI NGHOFFE

(Col - Gen Joachi m LEMELSEN,, pro ten)

C. of S. : Col (later Maj-Gen) Fritz WENTZELL, (G S.C.)

Ops . Lt-Col (later Lt-Gen) Hermann BERLIN, (G S.C.)

3 VWhen nmentioned for the first tinme, German formations are given their full
designation, later they are referred to by suitable abbreviations.

4 An al phabetical index of all German nanmes mentioned appears
as Appendi x "A".

5 GS.C : General staff Corps.
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General Traugott HERR

C. of S. : Col Fritz RUNKEL, (G S.C.)

Ops . Major JASTER (G S.C)
later: Major v. CLAER (G S.C.)

29 Pz Gen Div : Lt-Gen ERILES

26 Pz Div : Lt-Gen Freiherr v. LUETIWTZ
Ops : Lt-Col Graf v. BERNSTORFF, (G S.C.)
1 Para Div : Lt-Gen Richard HEI DRI CH
19. Imediately after arriving on the mainland fromSicily, 14 Corps had

started to nove off towards the Naples-Salerno area. The plans for

H G Pz Div had originally called for transfer to Apulia but the direction was
changed on 19 Aug when the division was al ready on the nove. The begi nning

of Septenber found 14 Corps concentrated in the Napl es-Sal erno area;

15 Pz Gren Div was deployed in the Gaeta-Volturne Sector, H G Pz Div in the
coastal strip northwest of Naples and 16 Pz Div in the coastal strip northwest
of Naples and 16 Pz Div had arrived from Apulia and taken up positions between

Sal erno and Agropoli. (GMD.S. - 48702/1)°5*

20. 1 Para Div was gradually being withdrawn to Apulia during the first week
of Septenber for the defence of Taranto and for the protection of the deep

flank of 76 Corps west and north of Taranto. Wthdrawal fromthat area was to

6 The Divisional Oder of 16 Pz Div on 15 Aug 43 began with
t he sentence:
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be carried out only under eneny pressure and then in the manner of a del aying

action. (G MD.S. - 42803/2, 29 Aug - 6 Sep)

21.

The main forces of the enenmy in Calabria on 1 Sep consisted of:

76 Corps (German ) 29 Pz Gren Div, 26 Pz Div)
22 A A Bde (Gernman)
XXXl Corps (ltalian)™*

7 The Italian forces in Southern Italy were under command of 7
Italian Army with Headquarters at Potenza. The disposition
of the formations was:

Cal abria. XXXI Corps with: 211t h, 121th, 214th
227t h Coastal Divisions
and Di vi si one Mant ova.

Apulia. 1 X Corps with: 219t h and 210t h Coast al
Di vi si ons, 31st
| ndependent Coast al
Bri gade and Di vi si one
Pi ceno.

Napl es- Sal erno. XI X Corps with: 222nd Coastal Division,
32nd | ndependent Coast al
Bri gade, Harbour Defence
Di vi si on Napl es and
Di vi si one Pasubi o.

(G .M D.S. 42803/4, Appx 146b)

In the southernnost tip of Calabria was the 211t h Coast al

Division. It was reinforced by one battalion of Blackshirts
and one battalion of paratroops. Sone Italians were still
willing to fight, but in npost units the officers encouraged

the prevailing attitude of passive resistance to the war.

The German records contain many references to sabotage and
to active assistance given to the Allies by Italian troops.
On balance the Italians at that time were probably of help

to none and a hindrance to all. The only serious resistance
to the advance of 13 Brit Corps through Cal abria was offered
by 76 Cor ps.
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A photostatic copy of the order of battle of the divisions of 76 Corps is

bei ng permanently retained. The document shows the designation and
conposition of the units of 26 Pz and 29 Pz Gren Divs on 10 Sep as well as the
conposition of the battle groups which had been forned fromthe various

elements. (G MD.S. - 43005/2, 10 Sep; R3).

22. The conposition of the divisions remai ned unchanged in essentials

t hroughout the canpaign but the battle groups were extrenely fluid and subj ect
to constant rearrangenent.® German nmaps and docunents frequently refer to
events only by giving the nane of the battle group concerned and remain
obscure to one who does not know what units were parts of a certain battle
group at a given tinme. The following is a list of the formati ons which usually
served as a nucleus for the principal battle groups. It was customary to name

the groups after the comrandi ng of ficer.

Di vi si on Formati on Battle G oup

26 Pz Div 36 Pz Recce Bn v. Rupprecht
9 Pz Gren Regt v. Mandel sl oh
67 Pz Gren Regt v. Usedom

German units were indeed handl ed as interchangeabl e pi eces
of machinery and quite often found thensel ves under
commanders of varying personality. The great flexibility of
the battle groups offered tenpting advantages of a tactical
nature but the German records show that it nmade it al so nore
difficult for higher conmanders to keep fully posted, tended
to | oosen the bonds between the regular commanders and their
troops and sonetinmes led to a situation where nothing seened
to be nore inportant than a pause for the sorting out of the
troops and the untangling of the adm nistrative confusion.
The German proclivity for regrouping the natural parts of
the arny structure did however conplicate the task of Allied
tactical intelligence. It remained sinple to ascertain the
division to which an identified unit bel onged, but the fact
that elements of a division had been recognized in a certain
area by no neans proved that the other parts of the division
were to be found in the same area.
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93 Pz Arty Regt Vi ebi g

29 Pz Gren Div 15 Pz Gren Regt Unlig
71 Pz Gren Regt Kr ueger
29 Pz Arty Regt Pol | ack

GERVAN W THDRAWAL FROM CALABRI A

23. The landing of 13 Corps in the Reggi o sector on the norning of 3 Sep was
unopposed. While 26 Pz Div and 22 A A Bde were already further to the North,
29 Pz Gren Div was bringing up the rear. 15 Regt was depl oyed as a covering

force about 20 miles south and east of Bagnara. (O B.S., 2 Sep). It was the
task of 29 Pz Gren Div to carry out such delaying actions as were conpatible

with the order of 30 Aug to concentrate its forces east and southeast of

Castrovillari. (G MD.S. - 43005/2, 1 Sep)

24. As soon as word of the | andings at Reggi o had been received, 76 Corps
i ssued new instructions in an order entitled: "Corps Order No. 4 for the
Conduct of Operations in Calabria." The intentions of the Corps Commander

were defined in the opening sentence of para 2:

VWil e covering Central and Northern Cal abria, 76 Corps will transfer its

centre of gravity to Northern Calabria in a delaying action.

A photostatic copy and a translation of this docunent, as well as of a General
Order issued by O B.S. and passed to 76 Corps by A O K 10 on 4 Sep, are being
permanently retained. (G MD.S. - 43005/2, 3 Sep; 42803/2, Appx 86, 4 Sep,
RT.4, RT.5).

25. It does not fall within the scope of this report to describe in detail
the conplicated novenents carried out by 76 Corps in the days between the

| andi ngs at Reggio and at Salerno. The actions of 15 Pz Gren Regt in the
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Bagnara position on 3 and 4 Sep were however the subject of a detailed German
report submitted by 29 Pz Gen Divto AAOK 10 on 30 Oct 43. A photostatic

copy and a translation of the nopst significant portions of this docunent are

bei ng permanently retained.

(GMD.S - 42803/11, 30 Cct; RT.6, RT.7.

26. The docunment cited above shows that the defence of the southern part of
the road fromLe Ganbarie to Delianuova should have been carried out by the
battalion of Italian paratroops that was attached to the 211th Coasta

Di vision, while the road from Melito was supposed to have been bl ocked by the
battalion of Blackshirts that was deployed just south of Le Ganbarie. The
northern part of the road to Delianuova was the right wi ng of the German
Bagnara position and the responsibility of 3 Bn 15 Pz Gren Regt. This
battali on had noved from Reggio into the area on 2 Sep. The rearguards of its
10t h Conpany®* were speeded on their way by 48 Highrs at S. Stefano on the
norning of 4 Sep while the mass of the battalion on the sane day noved to
Pal m and during the night 4/5 Sep wi thdrew through the lines of 71 Pz

Gren Regt. The Bagnara position had been weakened by the arnmoured attacks
along the road from Scilla and coll apsed with the |Iandings at Bagnara and
Palmi. When "B" Coy 48 Highrs entered Delianuova on the norning of 5 Sep

15 Pz Gren Regt was well on the way to Cosenza and Castrovillari.

(GMD.S. - opcit; Hist Sec Report No. 144, para 65).

27. On 5 Sep the Malta Brigade |landed at G oia Tauro. It encountered the
rear parties of Battle G oup Krueger, which at that very nonent was in process
of formation and of taking up positions in the Nicotera - Laureana sector

The main elenents of this force were 71 Pz Gren Regt (less 2 Bn, already at
Cosenza) and Recce Bn 129. During the first days of Septenber Recce Bn 129
had been operating along the main road No. 106 between Melito, Locri and

Squillace, but on 5 Sep it had started to nove inland over the lateral road

9 Conpani es of German regi ments were nunbered consecutively.
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No. 110 and had |l eft only observati on detachnments at Stilo and Badol at o.
Battl e Group Krueger cane officially into being on the evening of 5 Sep with

t he occupation of the Nicotera position; 26 Pz Div had assumed command over
all German forces in Southern Calabria at 1600 hrs 5 Sep, but it did not exert
its authority over Battle G oup Krueger until 0800 hrs 6 Sep when the group
had become ready to operate as an organized force. (G MD.S. - 42803/1,

5 Sep; 43005/1. 6 Sep; 43873/7, item 19, Daily Reports O B.S., 6 Sep).

28. During the next few days 5 Brit Div advanced from G oia Tauro into the
Rosarno - Cinquefrondi area and increased its pressure on the CGerman forces to
the point where the commander of 26 Pz Div felt it necessary to withdraw his

main lines into the Vibo Valentia - Soriano sector during the night 7/8 Sep

Sitrep 26 Pz Div, 7 Sep

In the early hours of the norning the eneny began his attacks on
9 Coy 71 Pz G en Regt on the northern fringes of Goia Tauro. At the
sanme time the eneny advanced with tanks and apparently with notorized

infantry via Riccione to the area sout hwest of Ferol eto.

In contrast to the preceding days the enenmy exerted strong pressure
with tanks and infantry upon 9 Coy 71 Pz Gren Regt, which was wi thdraw ng
to Rosarno, and after fighting succeeded in taking Rosarno at about

1815 hrs.

In view of the nunerical weakness of Battle G oup Krueger and the
strong eneny pressure since this evening, the divisional commander does
not consider it possible to hold the Nicotera - Laureana position after

dusk on 8 Sep.
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It is interesting to note that the decision to withdraw was notivated by the
pressure of 5 Brit Div and not by any for-know edge of the inpending |anding
at Salerno. (G MD.S. - 43005/3, 7 Sep; 43005/1, 7 Sep)?1o*

29. On 8 Sep the left wing of 13 Brit Corps was fighting in the Vibo Valentia
area, while 1 Cdn Inf Div on the right wing was traversing the Asprononte

Ext ended reconnai ssance by a conposite Canadi an force had shown that Route 106
was clear of the eneny at least as far as Squillace. 3 Cdn |Inf Bde was

| eadi ng the descent towards the town of Locri when all ranks could hear the
noi sy jubilations of the popul ation celebrating the news of the Italian

surrender. (The Canadian Armmy at War, From Pachino to Ortona, p. 94).

30. The situation as seen by A O K 10 during the days i mredi ately preceding
the |l andings at Salerno is perhaps best illustrated by direct quotation from

War Diary A O K. 10.

6 Sep ... Since the Straits of Messina are lost in any event,
Conmander 10 Arny decides not to further comit any German

forces south of Catanzaro.

7 Sep ... In Southern Cal abria strong enemy pressure agai nst the

def ence |ines.

Air recce in the area north of Pal ermb shows eneny convoys
on a NE course. The possibility of further enemy |andings in

the immmedi ate future nust be reckoned with. The wthdrawal of

10 A new German map code canme into force on 7 Sep. A good dea
of the source material cannot be read without the key to the
code and a working know edge of the German net hod of map
references by reference points. As the subject is chiefly
of interest to research personnel it has been dealt with
separately in appendi x "B".
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8 Sep

battl e group Krueger to its division is being ordered for the

night 8/ 9 Sep. Recce Bn to renmain in contact with the eneny.

The bi g enemy convoys that have been observed sout hwest of
Napl es have been seen again. Since the position of the eneny
conveys points to a possible landing in the Gulf of Salerno or
at Naples, 76 Corps has been ordered to nmove rapidly and to
accel erate the novenent of 29 Pz Gren Div to the area Polla -
Lagonegro, taking advantage however of any situations favouring

counter attacks.

From 0830 hrs to 1000 hrs: Conference at Arny Headquarters
bet ween the Arny Conmmander, General Herr (76 Corps) and
Maj - Gen Fries, (29 Pz Gen Div);

1) Wt hdrawal to the North as fast as possible wthout
| osing the Flak equi pnment. Sal vage of supplies to be

a secondary consi derati on.

2) Cooperation with the Italians:

General G onella, Commander 211th Coastal
Division, fairly interested in cooperation; General
Car bone, Conmander of an i ndependent Coastal Brigade,

to be considered as a deliberate saboteur.

Radi o London clains that Italy has capitulated. Commandi ng
Ceneral 7th Italian Army states that he has no know edge of
such a step and has this statenent formally confirned by his

chief of Staff.

(GMD.S. - 42803/1; 6, 7, 8 Sep)
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31. The daily reports of O B.S. for the days preceding the |landing at Sal erno
reveal that a large scale |anding was expected at any nmonment, but the anxi ous
specul ati ons about the destination of the convoys as well as the text and
tenor of other pertinent docunents indicate clearly that German Intelligence
had failed to obtain the vital information that Salerno was definitely to be

the target of the big Allied operation

32. The situation as seen at Frascati was reflected in the daily reports of

OB.S. by the following itens:

7 Sep, 2130 hrs

Oning to the strong eneny pressure on the |line Rosarno -
Ci nquefrondi our covering forces have been withdrawn to the North.
The novenent began in the afternoon of 6 Sep. All bridges between

G oia Tauro and Cittanova have ben denvli shed.

In the afternoon, about 40 nautical mles north of Palerno, an
eneny convoy of about 60 |anding craft has been sighted. It is not

clear whether it is the sane convoy that was seen in the norning.

... The intensive convoy activity north of Sicily, the strong fighter
protection along the eastern coast of this island and the
extraordinary radio activity in the Palerno sector point towards a

new and pincer-1|ike operation against Cal abria.

8 Sep, 0850 hrs

On 7 Sep, at 2300 hrs, 3 vessels, probably aircraft carriers,
were observed 35 nautical mles NW Trapani on a N course; a convoy
of 25 merchant vessels was observed NE of the island of Cani on an

E course; near the anchorage of Bizerta a further formation of
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62 freighters of all sizes and of 30 smaller units, presumably

I andi ng craft, has been observed on an easterly course. Harbour
canal and | ake of Bizerta at the same tinme are only occupied by

30 nerchant ships so that apparently a large part of the ships have
| eft and probably are with the convoy nentioned above. According to
the latest reports the position of the convoy in such that it could

proceed eastwards south of Sicily or northwards west of Sicily.

On 8 Sep, 0525 hrs, air recce observed a | arge convoy
80 km SE Salerno. This is nost likely one of the groups of |anding

shi ps which were observed north of Palerno on 7 Sep

33. The norning report of 9 Sep, describing the situation on 8 Sep, was
di spat ched at 0910 hrs, 9 Sep, sonme five hours after the first |andings at
Sal erno. Touched up perhaps by a bit of hindsight it contained the follow ng

statenent:

During 8 Sep the picture of an operation in the Gulf Salerno - Naples, or
possibly further north, solidified itself in ever increasing neasure.
From 0800 hrs | arge convoy groups and naval formations were observed as
far as 80 mles SWof the Gulf of Salerno with N or NE courses and

obviously tarrying in the area.

SALERNO (9 - 16 Sep)

34. Between sundown of 8 Sep and sunrise of 9 Sep the stormthat had been
gathering broke and jarred the Germans with two mighty blows. The surrender
of Italy becane a fact that none could doubt, and specul ati on about the
destination of the convoys was dispelled by the |landings at Salerno. 1In the

early hours of the evening of 8 Sep, O B.S. received the follow ng nessage

Adj ut ant of the Chief Ceneral Headquarters
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of the General Staff, Arny 8 Sep 43
No. 38243

The accuracy of the Angl o-Saxon radio reports regarding the Italian
capitul ati on has been confirnmed by Marshal Badoglio. Code word

"Achse" becones effective i mediately.

Jodl

OKW WFST No. 662236/43, Top Secret

(GMD.S. - H22/147, 8 Sep)

35. Code word "Achse" was the prearranged signal to announce the surrender of
the Italians and the i nmedi ate begi nning of a series of neasures that had been
| ai d down by General Field Marshal Keitel in a highly secret order entitled:
"Docunent Achse". This document had been anended fromtime to tinme in
accordance with devel opnments and was binding for all concerned in the ternms of
its latest consolidation of 30 Aug. A translation of this version of the
docunent appears as Appendix "C'. A few hours after the | andings at Sal erno,
Corps Order No. 5 of 76 Corps was issued. It contained the orders for the
novenents of the various units in the direction of Polla. A translation of
this docunent appears as Appendix "D'. (G MD.S. - OKH OKW W4/ 4; 43005/ 3,

9 Sep).

36. According to the s of O B.S. the code word "Achse" was sent out to the
troops between 2030 hrs and 2100 hrs 8 Sep. Six hours |ater the beaches of
Sal erno becane the scene of the historic landing of Fifth Arny under the
conmand of Lt-Gen Mark W Clark, U S. Arny. Fromthe extensive and

i nteresting German docunentation in the hands of GMD.S. it appears that the
Germans had hi gh hopes of throwing the Allied forces back into the sea. But

one week later CGeneral v. Vietinghoff realized that he had failed, and the
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battl e was broken off. The |essons of D eppe had been well [earnt; an anxious
world saw with relief that a najor assault on the nminland of Europe had been
a success; the German sol diers knew that those who had belittled the Anerican

sol di er had i ndeed been the perpetrators of a cruel piece of propaganda.

37. By 15 Sep the eneny had spent his strength in furious onslaughts on the
beachhead. There were no fresh reserves that could be thrown into the battle
and the allied beachhead was strengthened steadily while Ei ghth Arny was

approaching fromthe South. An entry in the War Diary of A O K 10 shows the
situation as seen by the Arny Commander in the |ate hours of the afternoon of

16 Sep.

The fact that the attacks (which especially by 14 Corps had been prepared
fully and carried out with spirit) were unable to reach their objective

owing to the fire fromnaval guns and lowflying aircraft, as well as the
sl ow but steady approach of the Eighth Arny, caused the Arny Commander to
wi thdraw fromthe battle in order to occupy good defence positions before

the intervention of Eighth Army with fresh troops.

(GMD.S. - 42803/1, 16 Sep)

38. The primary objective of A O K 10 had been to throw the Fifth Arny into
the sea. Wen this event failed to materialize the Germans found confort in
the fact that Fifth Arny had been contai ned on the beaches and had been unabl e
to cut off 76 Corps. On 17 Sep v. Vietinghoff was pronmpoted to the rank of

Col onel -CGeneral. (G MD.S. - 42803/1, 17 Sep).

39. Wile the mass of 76 Corps, 4 Para Regt and el enments of 3 Para Regt, were
a part of the German forces fighting at Sal erno, and the rear elements of the
Corps were harassing the advance of Eighth Arny, 1 Para Div continued in its
role of protecting the deep eastern flank of 10 Army. On 8 Sep the nmss of

1 Para Div was deployed in the area Altanura - Matera - Montecaglioso -
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Castel l aneta - Locorotondo. On 9 Sep it was to have carried out the

i nstructions of "Docunent Achse" with regard to the ports of Bari and
Brindisi. But in the nmorning of 9 Sep, A O K 10 ordered the division to
proceed north and to concentrate its forces in the Foggia sector w thout
wasting too nuch tinme over the ports of Bari and Brindisi.*

(GMD.S. - 42803/4, Appx 127b, air map 1 Para Div, 8 Sep; 42803/2, Appx 144,
9 Sep; 42803/1, 9 Sep).

40. Wth the landing of the Malta Brigade in the Gulf of S. Eufemia and the
| andi ng of elements of 1 Airborne Division at Taranto the British forces in
the toe sector had beconme substantial but it was necessary to allow a few days

for the preparation of the nmany-pronged advance to the North.

POTENZA (19 Sep)

41. Between 8 Sep and 16 Sep the 1st Canadian Infantry Division had not been

in touch with the eneny. Hist Sec Report No. 144 relates the story of these

days of preparation and of the resunption of the trek towards the scenes of
the hard fighting ahead. 1In the afternoon of 17 Sep a highly nobile conposite
force of Canadians set out for Potenza fromthe coastal road junction

at Nova Siri station. This group, called "Boforce", consisted of Wst N S. R
tanks, artillery and other elenents. Potenza was an inportant road and
comuni cations centre and up to the time of the Italian surrender had been the
headquarters of 7 Ital Army. Advancing al ong H ghways Nos. 104 and 92,

"Bof orce" had passed Rotondella, S. Arcangelo and Corleto, and was approaching

11 When Heidrich was informed of the Italian surrender on the
ni ght of 8/ 9 Sep, he was ordered to seize the Italian
merchant fleet at Bari. He did succeed in sinking sone
20,000 tons of shipping in Bari with the help of his
engi neer battalion. There then seens to have foll owed a
peri od of confusion and bew | dernment in which neither the
Italian nor the German forces knew exactly what to do ..
(Special Interrogation Report, General Heidrich, Hi st Sec
C.MHQ, 13 Nov 46)
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Laui renzana when the presence of enenmy forces not far ahead was denonstrated

by the denolition of the bridge at Laurenzana. (Hi st Sec Report No. 144,

paras 98-100).

42. On 12 Sep, 1 Para Div had received orders to w thdraw one group of its
right wing through Potenza. On the day in question 1 Coy 2 Bn 1 Regt was
quartered in Potenza and had dispatched the denolition party to Laurenzana.

(GMD.S. - 43005/2, 12 Sep; 42803/5. Appx 369, 17 Sep).
43. The eneny was sensitive to the advance on Potenza and woul d nost |ikely
have put up a nore determ ned resi stance had not orders been received at the

same time to take the whole front back. Sitreps A O K 10 read as foll ows:

17 Sep ... intention to send 3 Para Regt,

to Potenza,

18 Sept ... 1 Coy 2 Bn 1 Regt at Potenza,

3 Regt on nove to Potenza,

19 Sep ... 3 Regt in Potenza area.

(GMD.S. - 42803/3, sitreps 17, 18, 19 Sep)

44, A.O K 10 was of course fully aware of the significance of the |oss of

Potenza. War Diary A .O K 10 for 21 Sep states.

Pot enza has been the focal point of interest today. Wth its fall the
adversary has reached the direct road to Foggia and therewith the

corner-post of the V position.'* ... Imediately follow ng the

12 One of many internedi ate positions.
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confirmati on of the occupation of Potenza 76 Corps has been instructed to

report fully and to prevent a breakthrough at all costs.

(GMD.S. - 42803/7, 21 Sep)

45. The message di spatched by the tenporary Army Commender read as

fol |l ows: 13

A O K 10 to 76 Corps; 1 Para Div (21 Sep 1016 hr)

Eneny breakt hrough at Potenza in direction Foggia or northwest to be
prevented at all costs even if this entails weakening of the |eft w ng of

1 Para Div.

Si gned: Hube

Since A .O K 10 was not sure whether 76 Corps was in contact with 1 Para Div
at the tine, the nmessage was sent to 1 Para Div directly and reached 76 Corps
somewhat | ater. Ceneral Herr (76 Corps) was quick in sending a liaison
officer to AOK 10 with a nessage pointing out that 1 Para Div was now under
the Command of 76 Corps, that he did not propose to have orders to his

di vi si ons sent over his head, that there were no signs of an eneny

breakt hrough and that, should such be the case, his troops would know how to

deal with the situation. (G MD.S. - 43005/3, 21 Sep)

46. In view of the fact that the eastern flank of 76 Corps at the tinme was so
weak that it would have col |l apsed under the slightest pressure fromthe South

or fromthe Adriatic coast, the heady words of the Corps Conmander are

13 General v. Vietinghoff was absent fromhis command from 20
Sep to 28 Sep, and CGeneral Hube (14 Corps) was tenporarily
in charge. (G MD.S. - 42803/1, 20 Sep; 42803/7, 28 Sep)
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probably best explained by the state of his feelings which had been badly
ruffled by the tenporary preferment of the neighbouring Corps Commander. The
requested report with a detailed analysis of the situation of 76 Corps was
submtted to AOK 10 on the following day in the formof a letter from

Chi ef of Staff 76 Corps. The letter gives a clear picture of the precarious
situation of the Corps and sets forth in detail the extent to which the

ef fectives, vehicles and fuel supplies of the Corps had been depl eted at
Salerno. A translation of this letter appears as Appendix "E'. (G MD.S. -
43005/ 3, 22 Sep) 14**

47. The fall of Potenza is described in the above letter in the follow ng

wor ds:

Day before yesterday a battalion of 3 Para Regt in the strength of

about 100 nmen was conmmitted at Potenza. This force was attacked by a
nunmerically superior eneny force. Considering the broader aspects of the
pi cture this does not necessarily nean that the eneny is stronger here

t han el sewhere.

Wth reference to the situation in general and to 1 Para Div in particular the

foll owing statements are of interest:

During the next few days the division will arrive in the area of

Foggia. That area is particularly ill-suited for canpaigning with the

14 Commitment of 76 Corps on 21 sep
26 Pz Div fighting power 75% of normal, wi dth of front

30 kns

29 Pz Gen Div " " 50% " " " of front
50 kns

1 Para Div " " 25% " " " of front
70 kns

(G MD.S. - 43005/3, 21 Sep)
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weak forces of this division. An attenpt will be nmade to del ay the

advance on Foggia as |long as possible ..

The difficulties in the conduct of the canpaign are a result of the
vast ness of the area, the insufficient nunmber of troops and the |ack of
expl osi ves.

In view of the low fighting strength of the divisions the danger
exists that with the increasing eneny pressure the withdrawals will have
to be carried out at greater speed.

The fighting strength of the whole 1 Para Div is only 1300 nen.

(GMD.S. - opcit)
48. Resistance at Potenza had been |ight as a consequence of
"Arnmeebefehl No. 3" (Army Order No. 3, A.O K 10), dated 18 Sep. This order
contai ned directives for the next phase of the canpaign. It is being
permanently retai ned and appears in translated formas Appendix "F".
(GMD.S. - 42803/3, Appx 386, 18 Sep)

49. The second paragraph of the order dealt with operations:

10 Arny commences a hew operation

The left wing of the Army wheels back in a delaying action fromthe
line Salerno - Potenza - Altamura to the |line Salerno - Bovino -

Manf r edoni a.

1 Para Div to be under command of 76 Corps as of 1200 hrs 19 Sep
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The elements of 1 Para Div that have been with 76 Corps will return

to their division.15*

Par agraph 7 dealt with denolitions:

During the course of the withdrawal all roads and traffic arteries

wi |l be destroyed nmost thoroughly and will be m ned.

All industrial installations capable of producing war materials and

all supplies and equi pnent that cannot be taken al ong nust be destroyed.

The destruction of the aqueduct of Apulia rmust be carried out w thout

fail

Corps commanders are responsible for the carrying out of the

demplitions.

Al'l engi neer personnel will be enployed exclusively on tasks of

dermolition and will not be used in ordinary infantry fighting.

GENERAL SI TUATI ON AT END OF SEPTEMBER

50. At the end of Septenber the opposing arnies were getting ready for
further tests of strength. German records for the period contain severa
items of general interest. A O K 10 asked for 6000 reinforcenments to bring

the Arny back to its authorized strength. A O K 10 had been noved to Caiazzo

15 The various battle groups had cone to expect inclusion of
sonme elenents of 1 Para Div in their make-up, but Lt-Gen
Hei drich was increasingly concerned over the effects on
moral e of such a scattering of his troops. The order to
reunite the division was the result of a handwitten plea of
Heidrich to the Arny Commander. (G MD.S. - 42803/3, Appx
345, 16 Sep; M nute by Arny Commander on sane docunent)
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on 19 Sep. (Caiazzo is a locality about 25 mles NNE of Naples; headquarters
were established at a road junction a fewniles north of the village).

(GMD.S. - 42803/2, 17 Sep; 42803/1, 19 Sep)

51. An order entitled: "Exploitation of Italy for the further Conduct of the

War", appeared on 22 Sep over the signature of C. of S., 10 Army. The
docunment was a sequel to "Docunent Achse" and the execution of the orders it
contained could not fail to add greatly to the mseries of the Italian
popul ati on. Readers of its economic clauses will not only be rem nded of the
pl ague of | ocusts that befell Egypt in an earlier age but may well wonder
whet her Teuton thoroughness had not inproved the pattern by forcing the
victins to lend a hand in their own despoliation. The docunent is being
permanently retai ned and appears in translation as appendix "G'.

(GMD.S. - 42803/8. 22 Sep)!e* (R 21).

52. In October the pace of the German retreat was to sl ow down and assune the
formof a gradual withdrawal from one defended |line to another. The

i mportance of the Arnmy troops increased with the nmeasure of the specialized
tasks they would be required to perform An appendix to the War Diary of

10 Arny shows the Arnmy troops in the area, and the formations to which the

various units were attached:

A O K 10 Construction Battalion 432

16 A typical order was dispatched to the divisions by QMG 76
Corps on 27 Sep

The transportation of cattle to the North will be
carried out with energy. Were it is not possible to
do so, owing to evacuations the remaining cattle w |l
be destroyed ruthlessly.

(GMD.S. - War Diary 76 Corps, Q Branch, 27 Sep, 1500
hrs)
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Construction Battalion

Rock-Drilling Conpany

Engi neer Headquarters

Fi fth Conpany Local
Construction Battalion

Arny Flak Battalion

430
77
16

302

1 Para Div
29 Pz Gen div
26 Pz Div

14 Corps Engi neer

Anti - Tank Conpany Sardi ni a

Ni |
Ni |

Battal i on 60

15 Pz Gren Div Projector Reginent 71
Panzer Grenadi er Regi nent 382
HG Div Panzer Grenadi er Regi nment 115
Panzer G enadier
Battal i on Reggio
16 Pz Div Anti-Aircraft Battalion 501
(GMD.S. - 42803/8, Appx 118, 24 Sep)
53. In connection with the approach to stronger |ines of defence, O B.S. now
ordered the tinmely destruction of the ports of Barletta, Manfredonia, Ortona

and Pescara before they could possibly fall

into the hands of the British

troops. All anchorages along the coast were to be rendered unserviceabl e and

all approaches to | anding places to be mned. (G MD.S.

42803/ 8, Appx 141, 25 Sep).
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54. During the | ast week of Septenber, German plans for a gradual w thdrawa
to a definite winter line were taking shape. They appeared first in Arny
Order No. 4, dated 26 Sep. A translation of this order appears as

Appendi x "H".

Para 2 During the course of the com ng weeks, 10 Arny withdraws in a

del aying action to the "Bernhard" |ine of resistance. ™

For military, political and economic reasons it is inportant to
gain as much tine as possible wi thout substantially |essening

the fighting power of the Arnmny.

Para 4 76 Corps withdraws to the "Bernhard" |ine through a series of
interimpositions. It is inmportant that on the left wing a
fl anki ng advance by the Eighth Arny be prevented by the early
bl ocki ng of the nountain passes and by the npst thorough

destruction of the coastal roads.

Para 8 The exact |ocation of the "Bernhard" |ine will be determni ned by

O.B.S. "Bernhard" will be built up and devel oped as a |line of

resi stance.

Para 14 Tac HQ A O K 10 will be at Pozzilli, NNE Venafro

(GMD.S. 0 42803/8, Appx 166a, 26 Sep)

55. A detail ed breakdown of the actual strength of 10 Arny at the end

of Septenber yields the follow ng information:

17 The eastern sector of the Bernhard line (cracked | ater by
the Eighth Arny) ran roughly speaking parallel to the
northern bank of the river Sangro from Castel di Sangro to
Fossacesia on the Adriatic coast.

34 Report No. 18



A.OK 10 76 Corps 14 Corps

Tot alL

Oficers 57 672 917 1, 646
N. C. O. s. 256 4,342 6, 220 10, 818
O. Rs. 1,580 19,763 26, 636 47,979
TOTAL 1, 893 24,777 33,773 60, 443

(GMD.S. - 42803/8, 1 Cct)

56. The 15th Allied Arny Goup had now consolidated its positions from coast
to coast, and was ready to advance and to |launch a coordinated attack upon the
eneny wherever he made a stand. The mass of 1 Cdn Inf Div had noved from
Potenza to the plain of Foggia and H Q Cdn Arny Tank Bde with 12 Cdn Anti -

Tank Regi ment (Three Rivers Reginment) had arrived fromthe South.

57. In the neantime Field Marshal Kesselring had been at Ceneral Headquarters
to Report to the Fuehrer and to receive orders for the further conduct of the
canmpai gn. Apart from demandi ng a deci sive defence of the Bernhard |ine, once
it had been reached, the Fuehrer demanded that an attack upon Foggi a be nmade
"to destroy the enemy there and to advance as far as Brindisi in case of
success". The orders given by the Fuehrer on this occasion were reflected in
many entries and notations in CGerman docunents. A O K. 10 summarized the

directives in convenient formin a signal to 14 and 76 Corps on 1 Cct.
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The Fuehrer considers it as nost inportant to cede as little ground as
possible. This applies especially to the left wing of the Arny. A

forceful conduct of the defensive operations will be attenpted. 8*

(GMD.S. - 42803/9, Appx 293, 3 Oct for 30 Sep; 42803/8, Appx 255,
1 Oct)

58. Not nentioned in the orders to the fighting troops was an attack on
Foggia. Hitler had of course pronised fresh troops and increased air support,
but the field commanders knew that heavy fighting would result and that the
prom sed reinforcenments were mythical or would have to be taken from ot her
sectors of an already over-extended front. No action was taken regarding this
but of wishful thinking. (G MD.S. - 42803/8, Appx 255, 1 Cct; 42803/7,

1 Cct).

18 1 Para Div had withdrawn from Foggia on 27 Sep after
carrying out the destruction of all inportant installations.
(GMD.S. - 42803/8, 27 Sep). In spite of demands from
hi gher sources that a breakthrough to Foggia should be
prevented (see para 45). 1 Para Div felt that it could not
cope with the situation, and withdrew in the face of
pressure from arnmoured vehicles. The reasons for this
course of action have been briefly referred to in para 47.

a) Vast ness of the area.

b)Unsuitability of the area for the paratroop type of
fighting, especially against eneny arnour.

c)lnsufficient nunmer of troops (the actual nunber of
fighting troops in the Division at the nonment was
only 1300);

d) Lack of expl osi ves.

A few days before the evacuation of Foggia the plans for the
German W nter Line had become known to the Commanders. It
may be safely assuned that the Divisional Commander wanted
to save his troops for a stand in nore favourable positions.
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59. Indicative of the true situation on the left wing, was the nmessage from

76 Corps to 10 Army at 2200 hrs, 1 Cct.

Situation Heidrich further aggravated. Help required, including help

from hi gher up.

The Arny Commander was aware of the increasing pressure on his left wing and
shortly after the arrival of the above nessage decided to rush 16 Pz Div to
the east coast. This division had been withdrawn a few days earlier into Arny
reserve to recover fromthe effects of the battle of Salerno, but on 3 Oct it
was speeding eastward. It arrived on the coast too late to prevent the
initial landing, but in tinme to fight the British and Canadi an forces at

Termoli. (G MD.S. - 42803/8, Appx 256, 1 COct; Appx 257, 2 Cct).

TERMOLI (2 - 6 COct)

60. In a world that had becone accustoned to w tness undertaki ngs of vast
magni tude and i nportance, the capture of the mnor port of ternoli was
gratefully acknow edged but soon forgotten. |In the treasure house of valiant
deeds however - in the historical files - one finds the true nmeasure of this
victorious British and Canadi an acti on against a crack division of German
armoured troops. There is anple evidence in German docunments that Ternoli was
wat ched in high places with unusual interest and that Marshal Kesselring was

nmost anxi ous that Ternmoli should not be | ost.

61. Ternoli was on the extrene left wing of 1 Para Div. On 30 Sep Genera

Hei dri ch had becone concerned over the threat of a landing at Ternmoli. He

sent one platoon to the town but was not in a position to intervene with
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substantial forces without prior changes in his orders from Corps H Q All

depended on the tinely arrival of 16 Pz Div, 19 20%x*

62. At 1100 hrs, 2 Cct, Col v. Bonin, C. of S. 14 Corps, tel ephoned 16 Pz Div

as foll ows:

Eneny south of Ternoli and at Termoli has broken through with strong
armoured forces. Get everything ready; division to reach Canpobasso

t oday.

63. Wiile the German division was on its way to the coast, the seaborne
el ements of 78 Brit Div |anded at Termoli on the norning of 3 Oct between
0400 hrs and 1000 hrs. 78 Brit Div assunmed command over 12 Cdn Arny Tk Regt

at 1000 Hrs of the same day. At 1150 hrs German 16 Pz Div received the order:

19 On 1 Cct the garrison of Ternmoli consisted of one rail way
conpany, one conpany of nedical troops and a covering party
of one platoon from1l Para Div. |In the vicinity there was
also the NN.C.O reserve of 1 Para Div, on a platoon |eaders
course. German records indicate that the railway troops,

i ncludi ng the commander, were conpletely intoxicated and of
no hel p; that the covering party was too weak to put up an
effective resistance; and that the "Platoon | eaders' course"
fought desperately, was held at the front against the w shes
of Heidrich, and was wi ped out. (G MD.S. - 42803/9, Appx
381, 8 COct).

20 CGeneral Heidrich later claimed that 1 Para Div could have
been noved to the coast, and would have arrived there early
enough to obtain better results than 16 Pz Div, which had
arrived too late to cope with the initial |andings.

(Special Interrogation Report, General Richard Heidrich,

H st Sec CMH Q, 13 Nov 46). This claimmy be wel
founded, but at the sanme tinme it can be appreciated that the
Arnmy Commander did not wish to create a gaping hole in the
front of 76 Corps while he still had a good division in
Reserve.
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to destroy the eneny at Ternoli, also eneny possibly advancing from
Termoli to the West, and to concentrate the division in the area of

Pal ata after conpletion of the task.

(WD., 12 Cdn Army Tk Regt, 3 Oct; G MD.S. - 42243/7, 3 Cct)

64. 16 Pz Div was commanded by Mj - Gen Rudol ph Sickenius. [Its main

conponents were:

Recce Bn 16

Panzer Regi nent 2

Pz Gren Regt 64 (battle group Stenpel)
Pz Gren Regt 79 (battle group Doering)

The division was 100% nobil e but suffered delays on the trip to Ternol

because the quarternaster had nmade arrangenents for only half of the avail able
petrol supply to be taken along in the hope of getting nore from 76 Corps.
This piece of hoarding, as well as the not too brilliant enploynment of the
artillery by Sickenius and the absence of the usual verve of the troops,
figured largely in the after-battle comments. But all these and other nore or
| ess valid explanations did not blind the German commanders to the fact that a
British force of not necessarily overwhel mi ng strength had prevail ed agai nst
16 Pz Div in the face of the plainly expressed desire to have the eneny thrown
into the sea. (G MD.S. - H16/24, 9 Cct; 42803/9, 7 Oct; 43803/9, Appx 381

8 Cct.

65. British command at Ternoli was elastic and resourceful; the troops fought
wel | and supplied the extra bit of stami na and obstinacy that was required to
wi t hstand and overcome the attacks of 16 Pz Div. For three consecutive days
the enemy tried to dislodge the British and Canadi an forces but by the
afternoon of 6 Oct the Gernmans were hardpressed thensel ves and gave up al

hope of taking Ternmoli. At 1635 hrs the Division reported to Corps:
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Enemy attack in brigade strength has crushed exhausted | eft w ng of
battl e group Doering and has reached the area west of S. G acono.
Nurmerically superior forces are attacking on the eastern flank. Orders
have been given to withdraw to the area north of Guglionese.
(GMD.S. - 42243/11, 6 Cct)

66. That Ternmoli was regarded as nore than a nere del aying action can be

gathered fromthe tel ephone conversations of the German commanders in the

area:

4 Oct, 2055 hrs. Ops Ofr A OK 10 to Ops Ofr 76 Corps:

The eyes of the whole Arnmed Forces High Command are on Ternoli.

The Fuehrer wi shes to be infornmed about the situation at Ternoli

bet ween 2200 and 2300 hrs.

5 Oct, v. Vietinghoff to Herr

The attack is of considerable inportance and nust succeed.

The acute interest of Hitler in the Italian front was even reflected in the

| anguage used in the War Diary of A O K 10. 1In place of the usual bland

comrents one finds the statenent:

The devel opnents of the battle of Ternoli are being watched at A O K 10

in extreme suspense.

(GMD.S. - 42243/7, 4 Oct; 42803/9, 5 Oct; 42803/7,
6 Oct)
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67. In the evening of 7 Oct, Marshal Kesselring appeared in person at the
headquarters of 16 Pz Div, and a full discussion of the defeat at Ternoli took
place. One nonth later, on 7 Nov, Maj-Gen Sickenius left the Division to
enter the "Reserve of Hi gher Commanders" of the Arnmed Forces H gh Command, and
Col onel Back assuned command of the Division. (G MD.S. - 42243/7, 7 Cct;
42243, 7 Nov)

CAMPOBASSO AND VI NCHI ATURO

68. While the action at Ternoli was being fought, 1 Cdn Div noved inland from
the concentration area on the south-eastern rimof the Foggia plain towards
the inportant road centre of Canposbasso and the cluster of Gernman
headquarters in the nearby villages. (76 Corps at Baranello, 16 Pz Div at
Busso, 29 Pz Gen Div first at Jelsi and then on the eastern outskirts of
Canpobasso.)?* The Gernans were w thdrawi ng slowly now and offered spirited
resi stance from sel ected positions while increasing the nunber and ingenuity
of their countless traps and denolitions. A photostatic copy of the Oder of
Battle of 10 Army on 9 Cct is being permanently retained (R 14). A

transl ation of this docunent appears as Appendix "X'. (G MD.S. - 42803/12,
sit maps; 42803/9, Appx 410, 9 Cct).

69. 1 Cdn Inf Bde advanced from Foggi a and Lucera along Route 17 and on
entering the hilly country around Motta was resisted by el ements of 3 Regt

1 Para Div. 4 Regt at that time was still on the left flank of 3 Regt, and

2 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt on its right, wi thdrawi ng along the boundary line with
29 Pz Gen Div. 2 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt was on loan from26 Pz Div in
consideration of the width of the front on which 1 Para Div was wi thdraw ng
towards the Bernhard |line and of the |osses that 3 and 4 Regt had suffered at

Sal erno. The battalion operated in the area Mdtta-Volturara - north of

2. On 3 Oct a new German map code cane into force. (See Appx
"B", para 8)
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Ganbatesa - Celenza - Pietracatella. The village of Ganbatesa was in the area
of 29 Pz Gen Div and was | ast held by 3 Bn 15 Pz Gren Regt .. (GMD.S. -
42803/ 12, sit maps).

70. Limtations of time and space preclude the detail ed description of al

i ndi vi dual actions, but quotations froma nunmber of German reports and
notations will show how rmuch the subsequent bl oodl ess capture of Canpobasso
was indeed the fruit of the many engagenents fought by the units of 1 and

3 Cdn I nf Bdes.

71. The reappearance of Canadi an troops was i medi ately reported by O B. S

In the report of 2 Oct (for 1 Oct), O B.S. was not yet certain wether it was
the First, or the "El eventh Canadi an Division, as has been gathered from

pri soners taken at Motta." Volturara and Motta were occupied by 1 Cdn Inf

Bde; during the next phase of the approach to Canpobasso 3 Cdn Inf Bde was in
the van of the action. On 11th Oct, West N.S.R was charged with the capture
of Jelsi and was temporarily delayed by "the first artillery concentration the
unit had experienced in Italy." The report of O B.S. for Oct nentioned the

fighting at Jel si:
Two attacks of 1 Cdn Inf Div in battalion strength near Jelsi were
repul sed after hard fighting in which the eneny suffered heavy

casualties. A third attack in the afternoon collapsed in the

concentrated fire of all arns.

Later portions of the sanme report read:

In the area of Jelsi the eneny is bringing up reinforcenents.

eneny concentrations in the Jelsi area are being fought with

artillery.
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These were the standard phrases which would nmake it unnecessary to nmention

| ater that Jelsi had been lost. The next report barely nentioned Canadi an

Activities but dwelled with relish on a norsel of possible propaganda val ue:

The Bi shop of Canpobasso was killed by a British shell on 11 Cct in

his church while conducting a service of intercession for the victins of

a British bormbing attack

(wbD., 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 11 Cct; O B.S. 2, 11, 12 Cct)

72. OB.S. on 14 Cct (for 13 Cct) reported

1 Cdn Inf Div is bringing up further troops in the Canpobasso area.

And on 15 Oct (for 14 COct):

1 Cdn Inf Div, after intense artillery preparation, has attacked

Conpobasso in an envel opi ng novenent .

Hard fighting is still in progress. 2?*

73. 2 Cdn Inf Bde had orders to drive the eneny fromthe area south of
Canpobasso, to reach the inportant junction of routes 87 and 17 at Vinchiaturo

and, if necessary, to assist in the capture of Canpobasso on the left w ng of

22 The expression "hard fighting" referred apparently to the
German counter attacks on 48 Highrs and Hast & P.E. R
According to the German sit maps 2 Bn 71 Pz Gren Regt was in
this area on 14 Oct. The occupation of the town proper by
R.C. R was uneventful. Canpobasso was not further nentioned
by O B.S. except in one reference on 18 Oct (for 17 Cct) "In
Canpobasso area great reconnai ssance activity on both sides
and consi derabl e eneny shelling and nortar fire". - Interest
was not centred on the advance of 2 Cdn Inf Bde which
culmnated in the capture of Vinchiaturo and Baranell o.
(GMD.S. - 42803/13, Appx 530, sit map, 14 Cct).
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t he Canadi an forces. To reach Vinchiaturo the brigade had to nove westwards
across the axis of the German withdrawal. The task was rendered arduous by
the fact that the Canadi an troops had to dislodge in succession the fresh rear
el enments of the battalions of 15 and 71 Pz Gren Regts, and then, after passing
the German divisional boundary line S. Croce - Baranello, found thenselves in
the area of 26 Pz Div and opposed by 1 Bn 67 Pz Gen Regt. This battalion
operated al ong the boundary line with 29 Pz Gen Div. Between S. Croce and
Baranell o this boundary line ran exactly in the general direction of the

wi t hdrawal of all German formations towards the Bernhard line. (G MD.S. -

42803/ 13, sit maps).

74. At the beginning of the westward novenment, 2 Bn 15 Pz Gren Regt was in
the area between S. Bartoloneo and Riccia, 71 Pz Gen Regt. in the area
Baselice - S. Marco - Castel pagano. By 11 Oct, 1 and 2 Bns 71 Pz Gren Regt
were concentrated around G | done and noved northwards fromthere while 3 Bn
foll owed from Cercenmaggi ore. Several reports of OB.S. referred to the

operations of the Canadi ans over this w de area:

O B.S. 5 Cct The enemy occupi ed Foi ano, S. Bartol oneo
(for 4 Cct) and Volturara without disturbing our withdrawal. An eneny
attack in at least battalion strength with tanks al ong

both sides of the road | eading to the Wst from Motta was

repul sed.
7 Cct 1 Cdn Inf Div succeeded in taking the heights 2 km WsW
Foi ano, N of Baselice and W of Volturara. 1In the area of

Vol turara 20 eneny tanks, 3 light artillery units and one

heavy battery were observed.

8 Cct Eneny nmovenments on road Baselice - Foi ano were harassed
effectively by our artillery. An eneny attack NW Baselice

was repulsed in the early hours of the norning. A further
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attack by 1 Cdn Inf Div, after heavy artillery and nortar
fire lasting three quarters of an hour, led to the
tenporary occupation by the eneny of sone commandi ng

hei ghts 3 km S and SE Ganbatesa. Qur counter-attacks

forced the eneny to withdraw with heavy casualties.

Captured docunments confirmthe presence of the
Seaforth Hi ghl anders of Canada (of Cdn Inf Bde, 1 Cdn
I nf Div).

(GMD.S. - 42803/13, sit maps; O.B.S. 5, 7, 8 Cct)

75. The German version of the events which led to the loss of Vichiaturo is

found in the War Diary of 26 Pz Div:

13 Cct 1000 hrs Eneny in strength of one conpany advances from

G | done towards Vinchiaturo.

1400 hrs Eneny transport colum observed near M rabell a.

1600 hrs Eneny in strength of one conpany attacks Point 1000
(La Rocca) and takes the hill, thereby gaining
possessi on of the height conmmandi ng the sector. 23*
The nunber of our available troops was too small to
occupy the feature and in the absence of fl anking
protection the enenmy woul d have circunvented the

hei ght and the final result would have been the sane.

22 This action was carried out by P.P.C.L.I. (WD., Cdn Inf
Bde, 14 Oct)
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1730 hrs 2 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt returns to its division and has

arrived at Cantal upo.

1830 hrs Increasing eneny air recce of the area Vinchiaturo -

| serni a.

Eneny: No pressure on our centre or right w ng, but eneny
rapi dl y advanci ng on Vinchiaturo fromthe East and
Sout heast. Strong artillery positions of the eneny
in the Mrabella - Cercepiccola sector point clearly

towards an attack on Vinchiaturo for tonorrow.

14 COct 0700 hrs 29 Pz Gren Div advises that its conbat outposts are
at the northeastern, eastern and southeastern exists
of Canpobasso, but that the division will nost |ikely
be forced to vacate Canpobasso today. Opposite 29 Pz
Gren Div the first Canadian Infantry Division has
appeared again, which explains the rapid advance of
the enemy and confirns the belief that the 45th
Anerican Division is opposite our right wing and the

left wing of our adjoining 3 Pz Gren Div.

The appearance of 1 Cdn Inf Div on the left w ng

of 26 Pz Div is expected. ?#*

1630 hrs Recce advance of 8 eneny tanks is halted by our
artillery south of the road Cercemaggiore -

Vi nchi at ur o.

24 The rear elenments of the two Gernman divisions had operated
mai nl y by nmeans of denolitions and harassing fire and
evidently had failed to discover the identity of pursuing
forces.
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15 Cct

1730 hrs

2045 hrs

0615 hrs

In the later hours of the afternoon considerable
increase in the artillery activity of the eneny.
Five enemy batteries have been | ocated but cannot be
fired upon owing to the insufficient maxi mumrange of

our howitzers and the lack of 10 cm ammunition

The attack which was expected for today has not
mat eri alized. The eneny apparently had not conpl eted
his artillery preparations. The attack is expected

for tonorrow

The Divisional Commander orders the w thdrawal of the
rear elenments to the line: 4 km NE Canpochiaro -

Baranell o - Busso.

Reasons:

1. 8 Eneny tanks on rd Cercemaggi ore - Vinchiaturo,
and 15 eneny tanks at S. Guiliano create danger

of rearguards being pinched off.

2. Eneny has conpleted his artillery preparations

and has finished ranging.

3. Rear guards that have been surrounded cannot

wi thdraw in daylight. Wthdrawal now will
prevent heavy | osses tonorrow from superi or

eneny forces and artillery fire.

Eneny has occupied Vinchiaturo, entering fromthe

East .
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At 0930 hrs and 1130 hrs, Pz Arty Regt 93 directed
concentrated fire on the locality. According to
| ater statenents of a line-crosser it was very

effective. 25*

1830 hrs Eneny: Apart fromrecce and light arty activity the
eneny has remai ned qui et during he day. The heavy
artillery fire of yesterday (1600 rounds) has
apparently induced the eneny to regroup before

undertaki ng a further advance.

(GMD.S. - 43873/2)

76. Arny Order No. 6 of German Tenth Army had been published on 4 Oct and
contained the directives for the gradual withdrawal to the Bernhard |ine. The
docunent appears in translated formas Appendix "J". The well known wi sh of
Hitler to cede as little ground as possible, and the instructions of Arny

O der No. 6 had made the German commanders reluctant to w thdraw unl ess

unavoi dable. But the long retreat had affected the fighting spirit of the

troops. The problemwas dealt with in para 3 of Arny Order
From now on all ranks nust devote their full energies to

counteracting the inroads on noral e which have been the inevitable result

of the long del aying action.

(GMD.S. - 42803/9, Appx 31la, b, 4 Oct)

25 The Italian line-crosser had of course to earn his keep, but
Lt- Col Hoffneister was much too wary and experienced a
commander to mass his troops in Vinchiaturo; they were
ei ther posted on the heights commandi ng the area or busy
patrolling in the direction of Boiano and Baranell o.
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77. In view of the desire to slow down the retreat, the rapid advance of

1 Cdn Inf Div was enbarrassing to the German Comranders. It was discussed in
many of the countless tel ephone conversations, which were all recorded with
great care. The quotations appearing below are fragnents of characteristic
conversations between the Chief of Staff of 10 Army (Wentzell) and Chief of
Staff 76 Corps (Runkel):

11 Oct 1315 hrs Casualties are considerable. | believe
Ru: that at Jelsi we will again be in difficulties.
We: O.B.S. has said that you could withdraw there for

t hat reason.

Ru: That is again only for one day. Wen he then breaks
t hrough at Canpobasso a great ness will result.

We: Local withdrawals are only natural but they affect
t he whol e.

Ru: I will give orders to withdraw to the |ine Sepino -

Cercepiccola - Campodi pietra - Mnacilioni.

DREADFUL. | amworried stiff (in Not und Sorgen)
that 29 Pz Gren Div will suffer heavy casualties.
We: Well, then withdraw to that line.

1410 hrs The road via Canpobasso is the only road back for

Ru: 29 Pz Gen Div. Today the enenmy has already shelled
Canpobasso, tonmorrow he will intensify this fire.
We: Everything can flow over the road through Canpobasso?
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Ru: Yes, if we withdraw into the general |ine east of
Vi nchiaturo - northeast of Canpolito. | rmust hold
parts of 1 Para Div down there at the road junction

inS. Croce. M hair is turning grey!

We: There are other situations!

Ru I know. \When it is decisive one has to accept heavy

casual ti es.

We It is worth it because we MJUST hold the Bernhard

i ne.

(GMD.S. - 42803/9, 11 Oct)

78. The dilemma of the eneny was that he could not afford to | ose troops but
was reluctant to withdraw. At 1820 hrs of the same day the Army Conmander

t el ephoned the Conmander of 76 Corps:

Every delay is appreciated.

It is desired that the Bernhard |ine should not be reached before

two or three weeks.

But the fate of Canpobasso was seal ed already and the town was occupi ed by

Canadi an troops on 14 Cct. (G MD.S. - 42803/9, 11 Cct).

79. 29 Pz Gen Div was a good division, always highly regarded by critica

Mar shal Kesselring, but it was sandw ched between 1 Para Div on the left and
26 Pz Div on the right. The paratroops were notoriously tough fighters, the
roster of the officers of 26 Pz Div was to Gernman eyes a glittering array of

brilliant names fromthe highest circles of mlitary and social life. It is
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not surprising that 29 Pz Gen Div was i npressed by such conpany and tried to
appear in the best possible light. Perhaps this nmay account for their version
of the | oss of Canpobasso, a report that is oddly at variance with the

War Diary of R CR According to the Canadi ans the Germans had | eft
Canpobasso two hours before the entry of RC. R, 29 Pz Gen Div on the other

hand reported street fighting and a hard battle.

Interimnorning report 29 Pz Gren Div:

On the right wing of the Division, the entire 1st Canadian Infantry

Bri gade, supported by a heavy and a light artillery formation, has
penetrated the eastern parts of Canpobasso in street fighting, after
attacking fromboth left and right. At the nonment heavy fighting in and

around Canpobasso.

Eveni ng report"”

29 Pz Gren Div reports that Canpobasso has been vacated in the early

hours of the afternoon after a hard battle.

(WD., RCR, 14 Cct; GMD.S. - 42803/10, Appx 512,
515, 14 Oct)

80. The losses of 10 Arny were tabulated in a menorandum submitted to O B. S
on 14 Cct. Between 1 Sep and 10 Oct the Arny suffered 8427 casualties and
2725 cases of illness. Para 2 stated that the normal weekly wastage seened to

be about 1300 nen. Para 3 dealt with "m ssing" soldiers:
The hi gh nunmber of "missing” soldiers is not fully explained by the

actions at Salerno and Ternoli. The main reasons are rather to be found

in the lack of battle experience and the inconplete training of the young
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rei nforcenments who, as soon as their | eader has becone a casualty, are

conpletely helpless in the face of the much better trained eneny.

(GMD.S. - 42803/10, Appx 526, 14 Oct)

81. An interimreport concerning the denmolition of Adriatic ports was

submitted to AAO K 10 BY 76 Corps on 14 Oct. Para 2 dealt with Ortona

14 Oct. The follow ng denolitions have been carried out in the harbour

area of Ortona:

Little nole, all pipe-lines and punping-stations for oil, 4 big ships,
the big harbour nole with the exception of 800 netres. About 200 shi ps,
all below 200 tons, have been sunk in the entrance to the port. The task

will be conpleted within another six days.

At the same time O B.S. appeared at Ortona. In view of the already heavy sea
traffic at Ternoli he was critical of the denolitions that had been carried
out and sent a signal to AAO K 10 to increase the scope of the destruction at

Otona. (G MD.S. - 42803/10, Appx 567, 15 Oct; Appx 587, 16 Cct).

82. By the middle of October German resistance had becone stiffer from coast
to coast, especially so in the region of the | ower Volturno where the Allied
Fifth Army was engaged in |large-scale fighting. The Gernman Tenth Arny had in
t he neantime been strengthened by the arrival of 65, 94 and 305 Inf Divs and

nunmer ous specialist units from General Headquarters' Pool.2%* A conplete |ist

26 Commmanders:

Il Air Corps General BUELOVI US

14 Corps (from 29 COct) General Fridolin v. SENGER und
ETTERLI N

15 Pz Gren Div Maj - Gen RODT

3 Pz Gen Div Lt-Gen Fritz Hubert GRAESER
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of all formations and units under the command of 10 Armnmy on 22 Cct appears in
photostatic fromwi th attached translation as Appendix "K'. (GMD.S. -
42803/ 10, Appx 701, 22 Cct).

TO THE HEADWATERS OF THE BI FERNO

83. During the last two weeks of October the town of Canpobasso was being
devel oped as an adm nistrative centre. Canadian Forces first drove the eneny
out of artillery range and then advanced north and west into the area of the
headwat ers of the Biferno. The Canadian story of the many brushes and sharp
engagenents with the always dangerous el enments of 26 Pz Div and of tired

29 Pz Gen Div have been related in H st Ofr's Report No. 161. The Gernman

version of the events is being presented here by quotation fromthe War Diary
of 26 Pz Div. It is only natural for the |oser of conbat to seek consolidation
in the fact that he "put up a good show', and German reports stressed the nore
successful nmonents of their defence. They never denied the fact, however,

that they were falling back due to the pressure of the Canadians. The nerits
of the Canadi an advance in general, and of the capture of Baranello in

particular, were strikingly confirnmed by the records of the eneny.

65 Inf Div Maj - Gen HEI STERMANN v. ZI| EHLBERG
94 Inf Div Maj - Gen Hel | mut h PFEI FFER

(later Lt-Gen STEI NMETZ)
305 Inf Div Lt-Gen Friedrich - WI hel m HAUCK

Di visions arriving in Novenber and Decenber 1943:

44 I nf Div Maj - Gen Dr Friedrich FRANEK
334 Inf Div Lt- Gen SCHELLER
90 Pz Gren Div Col (Maj -Gen) Ernst Guent her BAADE

5 Mountain Div Lt - Gen Jul i us RI NGEL
(later Col (Maj-Gen) SCHRANK)

(GMD.S. - 42803/7; 42092/1)
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84. War Diary 26 Pz Div:

16 Cct 0800 hrs The Divisional Commander asks the Chief of Staff
(76 Corps) what the reasons m ght be for the
di scontinuation of the attacks of 1 Cdn Inf Div,
contrary to expectations. COberst Runkel replies that
he believed the division to have suffered nany
casualties and that the Artillery fire of the
previ ous days m ght have resulted in the adoption of

a nore cautious nmethod of operation

1600 hrs Conbat out posts on hei ght 743 have been attacked by
superior eneny forces in conpany strength and had to

be wi thdrawn to height 763.

Eneny: ... sudden artillery attacks on our own batteries
i ndicate that the eneny has conpleted his artillery
preparations. The careful manner of his recce would
seemto indicate that he believes hinmself to be in
the area of a strong defence line. Contrary to
previously held beliefs, the Canadian Division seens
to be no |l ess systematic than our recent American
opponents. The enemy apparently keeps his heavy
artillery fromfiring in order to prevent premature

di scl osure of its positions.

17 Cct 1030 hrs 67 Pz Gren Regt reports that after 45 minutes of
heavy artillery preparation the eneny is attacking
its outposts in the Baranello area. |In view of the
eneny pressure and the hostile attitude of the
civilian popul ation, the outposts were forced to

wi thdraw to Point 662.
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18 Cct

1050

1100

1700

1800

0830

1030

1035

1130

7

hrs

hrs

hrs

hrs

hrs

hrs

hrs

Just before 1000 hrs the eneny attacked the outposts
of Point 714 in a flanking nmovement and took the

hei ght s.

7 Coy 9 Pz Gen Regt (in Div Reserve at Cantalupo) is
pl aced under command of 67 Pz Gren Regt for the

purpose of rectifying the situation at Baranello.

67 Pz Gren Regt reports that height 743 which was

| ost yesterday eveni ng has been retaken at dawn.
Three officers and one O R were taken prisoner, but
while in transport to the rear the officers managed
to escape on a bend in the road which nade it hard to

see far.

The counter attack of 7 Coy 9 Pz Gren Regt on
Bar anel | o makes good progress. Baranello is taken at

2130 hrs.
Eneny has nmade Baranello the focal point of his
attacks and apparently intends to break through from

there in the direction of Boiano.

Hei ght 743 has been | ost again.

Eneny attacks Height 735. Qur outposts were thrown
back to Point 662.

Eneny attacks Baranello with one battalion. He is

bei ng repul sed.

Renewed eneny attack on Baranell o has been repul sed.
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1200

1215

1330

1530

1545

1700

1730

1800

hrs

hrs

hrs

hrs

hrs

hrs

hrs

hrs

Enemy artillery and fighter bombers are trying to

silence our artillery.

Eneny advance in conpany strength and with tanks from
hei ght 735 in southwesterly direction to Point 604,
and ran into our own advance on Point 735. Eneny

attack was halted by our artillery fire.

Furt her eneny attacks on Baranell o have been
reported. They have been repul sed with the val uabl e

help of 9 Coy 93 Pz Arty Regt.

Renewed eneny attacks on Baranello.

The situation at Baranello has been clarified. An
eneny battalion succeeded in breaking through our
line of outposts south of Baranello. The Divisiona
Commander orders 67 Pz Gren Regt to withdraw the
outposts on the left wing as soon as darkness has set
in. Oders to that effect have been given by

tel ephone to Oberst v. Usedom at 1445 hrs.

Eneny occupi es Guardi aregi a and noves towards

Canpochi ar o.

Eneny attack on height 650 (4 km W Vi nchi aturo) has

been repell ed.

As expected, the eneny today has continued his
attacks with strong forces and with nassed artillery
and has broken through our combat outposts south of

Baranell o. The simnmultaneous appearance of the eneny
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at Canpochiaro points to an advance fromthe South

towar ds Boi ano tonorrow. Attacks from Baranello to
t he Sout hwest nust al so be expected. The eneny uses
recce elenents to locate soft spots in the front and
then attacks, usually in pincerlike novenents, with

one or two conpani es.

1830 hrs On the occasion of the eneny attack on Baranell o at
1530 hrs the outposts of 7 Coy 9 Pz Gren Regt on the
northern fringe of the locality were apparently
surprised by superior eneny forces using smoke. This
made it possible for the eneny to enter Baranello

before 7 Coy becane aware of the situation.?™

19 Cct 1430 hrs 67 Pz Gren Regt reports that |eft neighbour (3 Bn
71 Pz Gren Regt) has withdrawn fromhills 923 and 996

and i s at Busso.

27 In the tel ephone conversations of the follow ng nmorning the
| oss of Baranello was reflected in the foll ow ng:

went zel | : How i s your situation? |ncreasing
pressure?

Runkel : Yes. A small m shap occurred unfortunately at
Baranel |l o where the eneny squeezed into the
pl ace fromthe rear.

went zel | : One cannot deny that 26 Pz Div has been
fighting well in these |ast few days.
Went zell to Kesselring: And then the pressure at
Baranell o increased. The eneny penetrated fromthe

rear and threw out our troops. Qur conpany there
fought bravely.

(GMD.S. - 42803/10, 19 Cct)
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20 Cct

1720 hrs

1740 hrs

Eneny:

2100 hrs

1400 hrs

1620 hrs

1700 hrs

The eneny has taken height 996 (1 km E. S. E. Busso)
whi ch neans that tonorrow Busso could only be held at

the cost of severe casualties.

Chi ef of Staff 76 Corps inforns the divisiona
conmander that 29 Pz Gren Div will withdraw to
Castropi gnano during the night and that the left w ng

of 26 Pz Div therefore would have to do |ikew se

After the occupation of Busso the enemy will nopst
likely continue to attack in northerly and westerly

directions with the main effort towards the West.

Busso had to be evacuated at 1900 hrs as a result of

pressure from superior eneny forces.

An eneny battalion supported by heavy artillery and
22 tanks at Station Guardiaregi o along the railroad
line from Vinchiaturo - Boiano is attacking our
conbat outposts at the Quirino. At the sane tine one
conmpany supported by 8 tanks is attacking along the

road Vinchiaturo - Boi ano.

67 Pz Gren Regt requests support from6 Coy 26

Tank Regt.

Arty Regt 93 reports that today's ammunition for the
heavy field howitzers contai ned 95% duds and that the
effectiveness of the artillery fire was reduced in a

correspondi ng neasure.
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1800 hrs Eneny tanks are firing fromthe Quirino creek..
Further eneny advances in the centre of the sector
have been reported. The Reginment is forced to
wi t hdraw t he conbat outposts of the |eft w ng behind

the Biferno river. 28%

1830 hrs Eneny: Now that the eneny has captured the heights
around Baranello, his left wing is obviously beconi ng
the point of main effort and it nust be expected that
he will continue to attack along the road to Boi ano
with infantry, tanks and the artillery, which has al

targets well registered.

Qbservations: Ownng to the nature of the ground the
eneny has up to now comritted his tanks in smal
groups only, using themas nobile artillery. The
cross-country nmobility of these tanks is remarkable.
But they are very sensitive to artillery fire and
turn around or take cover as soon as fired upon by

our own artillery.

As far as our own tanks are concerned it has
repeatedly been noted that as soon as they had begun
to communi cate by wirel ess they were al npst

i mediately fired upon by eneny artillery. They had

apparently been located by radio direction finding

28

On 16 Oct 67 Gren Regt had again been organized as "Battle
G oup v. Usedoni. Apart from67 Pz G en Regt the group
conprised 9 Pz Gen Regt (less H Q and 2 Bn) and two
conpani es of Pz Regt 26. The divisional artillery and

engi neers were directed to cooperate closely with the battle

group. (lbidem.
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nmet hods. This increases the difficulties of

controlling wi dely di spersed tanks.

21 Cct During the night an eneny battery situated east of

Vinchiaturo was silenced with 150 rounds from 2 |ight
field howi tzers that had been taken forward for the

pur pose.

0945 hrs 7 eneny tanks tried to pass the Quirino at Point 527
in a N\Wdirection. The attenpt was halted by our

artillery.

In the norning eneny artillery fire on Boiano, Colle
d' Anchi se and Spineto. According to information
obtained froman Italian comng from Busso, the
Canadi ans quartered there suffered heavy | osses from
a surprise concentration of artillery fire laid upon

Busso by our artillery. 2%

22 Cct 1230 hrs Fire from7 eneny batteries on the Boiano - Cole

d' Anchi se area. (2000 rounds within 30 mnutes).

1335 hrs Eneny bonbers attack H Q 26 Pz Regt at the nonment of
the arrival of fresh reinforcements. 11 dead,

23 injured.

29

On the norning of 21 Cct, "B" Coy R C. R was in Busso.
According to the Intelligence log of the unit, O C. Bn and
O. C. Coy were reconnoitring the ground behind the town for
t he purpose of taking the troops there in anticipation of
GCerman artillery fire, when the shelling began. "B" Coy
(less 11 P1) noved to the high ground; 11 P1 remained in
town. No casualties were reported.

(WD., .RCR, 21 Cct).
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1400 hrs Height 751 (500m N Canpochi aro) taken by the eneny.

bservations: Conplaints about looting in the rear
areas are increasing in nunber. It nust be stated

that the majority of these acts are being committed
by soldiers of the Luftwaffe. Simlar observations
have al ready been made in Sicily and Calabria. The
nost severe neasures are being taken, to guard

agai nst a bad influence on the troops of our own

di vi si on.

23 Cct (synopsis) ... eneny attacks Cole d' Anchise with one
battalion and penetrates into the centre of the town.
A troop of 5 Coy 26 Pz Regt destroys three Sherman
tanks south of Colle d' Anchise.®** Wthout the
support of the arnoured conpany the situation would

have beconme unt enabl e. ***31

1530 hrs 1 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt is in possession of three
quarters of the town of Colle d Anchise. A projected
counter-attack to clear the locality has been
cancelled in view of the Corps Order to withdraw to

the "Luettwi tz" position.

30 Confirmed by Hist Sec Report No 161, para 141.

31 During these days a few Canadi an soldiers fell into the
hands of the enenmy. At Colle d Anchise 5 nen from L. Edmm
R. were taken prisoner. German know edge of the Canadi an
Arny was enriched by the ingenious statenent of an
uni dentified prisoner that the Loyal Ednontons had received
the prefix "Loyal" in recognition of their services in
Sicily. (GMD.S. - 43873/3, Appx to War Diary 26 Pz Div,
Int rep for period 1 Jul - 28 Nov, 23 Cct).
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24 Cct 50 casualties at Colle d' Anchi se yesterday.
Engi neers experienced casualties when eneny fire

cased premature expl osion of denolition charges.

26 Cct 0830 hrs 29 Pz Gren Div reports heavy pressure and artillery

fire on line Torella - Mblise. 32

1000 hrs Commander 29 Pz Gren Div calls on Commander 26 Pz Div
and states that eneny pressure forces 29 Pz Gren Div
to withdraw in the evening from Torella and Mlise to
Duroni a and Pietracupa. Orders to withdraw are then

accordingly given to 67 Pz Gren Regt.

1400 hrs Eneny apparently has shifted point of main effort to
the right wing of 29 Pz Gren Div. 33**

27 Cct 0950 hrs 29 Pz Gren Div reports that eneny attacks have been

repelled and that some recce outposts are still in

Mol i se and Torell a.

32 48 Highrs at Torella, Hast & P.E.R at Mdlise. (Report No
161, paras 157-159)

33 26 Pz Div had requested the support of fighter-bonbers on 20
Oct. Omng to the sogginess of the landing strips it could
not be made available. The situation in the air was
mentioned in a tel ephone conversation of 26 Oct:

Went zell:  The air superiority is terrible.

Westphal: In Russia it was different.

went zel | : Yes. Here they puck out each individual
vehi cl e.

(GMD.S. - 42873/2, 20 Cct; 42803/11, 26 Oct)
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The Engi neer battalion of the Division has carried
out in Southern Italy up to now a total of 1948
dermolitions with an expenditure of 670 tons of

expl osi ves.

(G MD.S. 47873/2)

86. 5 Brit Div relieved 2 Cdn Inf Bde during the night 27/28 Oct and the
stage was set for the advance to Isernia. 1 Cdn Inf Div was tenporarily
withdrawn into reserve. In the mddle of the nmonth 3 Cdn Inf Bde enbarked on
a denonstration to the reaches of the upper Sangro, at the end of the nonth

the main body of the Division noved to the Adriatic coast.

NOVEMBER 1943

87. Allied pressure on the German Tenth Arny increased during these weeks
which 1 Cdn Inf Div used to generate the strength that |ater enabled it to
overcone the fierce resistance of the eneny in the Otona salient. Wile the
achi evenents of the various Allied formati ons have been fully recorded i n nany
narratives, the quotations given below will serve to |lend sone snmall degree of

continuity to the informati on from Gernman sources.

88. An "Order for the Conduct of the Canpaign" was issued by Marsha
Kesselring on 1 Nov. A translation of this document appears as Appendix "L".
Between the lines of this order the reader feels the stubborn resolution to
carry out an unprom sing operation in the belief that a better solution was
unavailable in the light of the overall situation. Kesselring again insisted
on decisive resistance in the Bernhard |ine and ordered the formations to
exercise the rapid concentration of forces at points of attack while

ruthl essly denudi ng sectors not being attacked at the monment. (G MD.S. -

42092/ 18, Chefsachen, 1 Nov).
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89. An event occurred now that reveal ed once nore one of the deepest flaws in
the arnmour of German efficiency. Were the good services of a visiting staff
of ficer, or alnost any attenpt to practise the art of human rel ati ons woul d
have been sufficient to rectify the situation, Marshal Kesselring sent the

follow ng signal to his Arny Commander:

2 Nov

To the Commander of the Tenth Arny:

The | ast two days have proven to ne that conmand i s not being
carried out with the energy and far-sightedness required by the
situation. M own personal intervention was necessary to point out to
14 Corps the shortcom ngs of the work on the Bernhard position. 1In spite
of ny repeated observations it has not been possible up to now to devel op
the nost inportant artillery positions in the manner which woul d have
been necessary and feasible. (e.g., by transfer of the heavy artillery

and the Projector units of 76 Corps to 14 Corps).

Neither can | see the panacea of command in the manner in which the
di vi sions that should be withdrawn for the purpose of creating a vita
reserve are being commtted tine and again. | regard it as an inpossible
situation when reports about reverses reach ne only when it is too late

to correct the situation.
| add with equal clarity that the Bernhard |ine nust and can be held

if the commanders succeed in transmtting their will to the troops. |

request that ny views be made very clear to the subordi nate commanders.
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Kessel ring. 34 *

(GMD.S. - 42092/18, Chefsachen, 2 Nov; R 8)

90. It is not surprising that General v. Viethinghoff should now feel the
urgent need for nedical attention. He requested sick |eave and Marshal

Kessel ring, pending the arrival of a replacenent in the person of GCeneral
Joachi m Lenel sen, took over the command of 10 Arnmy on 4 Nov. Before his
departure v. Vietinghoff submtted a clear-cut and | ogical explanation of his
actions. The neasure of their validity may be found in the fact that he
returned at the end of the year and resuned his old command. The nessage of
the Arny Commander and the letter of Col-Gen v. Vietinghoff are being
permanently retained. (G MD.S. - 42092/1, 29 Dec; 42092/18, 4 Nov; R.8,

RT. 9).

91. On 4 Nov the Fifth Army advanced with strong forces to the nmain battle
line of 14 German Corps. The point of main effort was between Montecesi ma and
Venafro. On 5 Nov O B.S. ordered the destruction of the port of Pescara. On
6 Nov, 29 Pz Gren and 26 Pz Divs were withdrawn into Reserve. 1 Para Div took
over the sector of 26 Pz Div. On the sane day General Joachi m Lenel sen assuned
tenmporary conmmand of 10 Army. (G MD.S. - 42092/2, Appx Ill, 5 Nov; 42092/1,
4, 5, 6 Nov).

34  Abraham Lincoln, having infinitely greater cause to censure
Maj or - Gener al Hooker, began his nmessage with the words:

| have placed you at the head of the Arny of the
Potomac. O course, | have done this upon what appear
to me to be sufficient reasons, and yet | think it best
for you to know that there are sone things in regard to
which | amnot quite satisfied with you. | believe you
to be a brave and skilful soldier

(Battles and Leaders of the Civil War,
The Century Co, New York, 1912, Vol 3, p 216)
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92. On 8 Nov General Lenelsen reported to O B.S. that the Army with al
attached units showed a deficiency of 28,600 nen, 1 para Div alone requiring

10,700 reinforcenments. (G MD.S. - 42092/3, Appx 175, 8 Nov).

93. A detailed appreciation of the situation was submtted on the foll ow ng
day by 14 Corps (v. Senger and Etterlin). The Corps Commander did not fail to
poi nt out that he disagreed with the policy of O B.S., who was form ng an Arny

Group Reserve with divisions taken fromthe front I|ine:

According to the views of the Corps Commander it is wong, in this
country and with this enemy, to create strong reserves at the expense of

the troops occupying the Bernhard position

At the sanme tinme |enelsen reported to O B.S. that 10 Arnmy had done about al
that could be done under difficult circunmstances and in view of clever eneny
infiltrations that were being carried out without offering artillery targets
and were causing considerable casualties. (G MD.S. - 42092/3, Appx 195a,
195b, 9 Nov).

94, The activities of the German engi neers were the subject of severa
statenments recorded at this tine. A O K 10 reported to OB.S. that up to
7 Nov the engineers had laid 44,521 nines south of the Bernhard |ine and 30,
606 mines in the area of the Bernhard line; altogether a total of 75,127
mnes. On the sane day O B.S. released figures concerning the work of the

rail way engineers”

Up to 31 Cct the railway engineers south of the Bernhard |ine have

carried out the follow ng denplitions:

Bri dges destroyed
12,210 netres
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Cul verts
1,830 netres
Tunnel s
6, 565 netres
Rai | road tracks
667, 000 nmetres
Rai | road carri ages

2,043 metres

A further 116,300 metres of railroad track have been pulled up by

rail rooter.

(GMD.S. - 42092/3, Appx 205, 9 Nov: O.B.S. 9 Nov)

95. The heavy pressure of Fifth Army on the western wing of the Bernhard line
and the growi ng German concern for the safety of Ronme had led to a regrouping
of the forces of 10 Arny. The changes that had taken place were shown in a
new schematic order of battle issued by 10 Army on 10 Nov. A photostatic copy
and a translation of the docunent appears as Appendix "M'. (G MD.S. -

42092/ 4, Appx 253 a, b, c, 11 Nov)

96. 76 Corps now had only three divisions; 1 Para Div, 65 Inf Div and 16 Pz
Div, the latter already earmarked for early transfer to the Russian front.

Under command of 14 Corps were:

26 Pz Div
3 Pz Gen Div
15 Pz Gren Div
94 Inf Div

305 Inf Div
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Pz Div Hermann Goering was in Arnmy Reserve; 29 Pz Gren Div at the nonment was
bei ng freshened up near Rone. GCeneral Bessel, the builder of the Bernhard
line, had left. A "Higher Artillery Commander"3%* and his staff had arrived
at the Headquarters of 10 Arny on 8 Nov. ((G MD.S. - (42092/4, Appx 253 a
b, c, 11 Nov; 42092/1, 8 Nov).

97. The boundary |ine between the two German Corps ran on a straight |ine
fromCarovilli - two mles southeast of Castel di Sangro - Scanno. It
intersected the main defence line on the heights commandi ng the Sangro val |l ey

bet ween Scontrone and Castel di Sangro. ((G MD.S. - (42092/11)36**

98. The tight control exerted by Hitler was shown on the occasion of an

i nci dent that began on 13 Nov and ended on 14 Nov. One of the nobst inportant
and nost carefully prepared sectors of the Bernhard |line was the area between
M gnano and S. Pietro on the road to Cassino. On 13 Nov, after initia
successes in the Monte Rotondo sector, east of S. Pietro, the exhausted 8th Pz
Gren Regt (3 Div) was reeling back under heavy pressure. At 0035 hrs, 14 Nov,
General Lenel sen had given the order to withdraw east of S. Pietro. (G MD.S
- (42092/ 4, Appx 302, 14 Nov). The matter has been thoroughly discussed in

the eveni ng between Kesselring and Lenel sen by tel ephone:

13 Nov, 2055 hrs Kesselring ... 8th Regt nust be taken back

3% Lt-Gen v. Graffen, "Higher Artillery Commander"” at A. O K

10.
(GMD.S. - (42092/1, 8 Nov)

3 The Appendices to the War Diary of 10 Arny contain two
folders with various maps and tracings of the Bernhard |ine.
These maps were in use at H Q 10 Arny; they constitute
per haps the nobst authentic source of information regarding
t he exact |ocation of the positions of the Bernhard line. A
tracing and transcript of one of these maps, show ng the
Bernhard line fromcoast to coast, is being permanently
retained in the Map Room Hist Sec (G S.). Scale 1:100, 000.
(R20) (G MD.S. - 42092/11; 42092/12, 26-31 Cct 43)
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But | do not know yet whether the Fuehrer will

gi ve his perm ssion

I will permit you to do anything that you

convince me to be right.

2310 hrs ... The Fuehrer has given us a free hand concerning

S. Pietro

(GMD.S. - (42092/4, Appx 283, pp 11, 12, 14, 13 Nov)

But in the evening of 14 Nov General Westphal tel ephoned to A O K 10 that
Hitler now had reserved to hinmself any decision concerning further w thdrawal s

at S. Pietro. He quoted the order received fromHitler

"I authorize you to desist fromfurther attack on the nmountain pass. |
order however to hold and develop the line at S. Pietro. Any wthdrawa

there I reserve for nyself."

At the end of the conversation Westphal said:

The order giving us a free hand has been cancell ed, apparently for

political reasons.

(GMD.S. - (42092/4, Appx 305, pp 7. 8. 14 Nov)

99. No quick reserves were in sight, but obviously Hitler did not care how
many died, so that he could cling a little longer to a |ine that had becone
untenable. To show reluctance towards the execution of orders from above was
sonmething fantastic for a German conmander; to criticize Hitler had never been
a good plan. But urbane and careful as it was, next day's recorded tel ephone

conversation between Kesselring and Lenel sen reveal ed their feelings:
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Kessel ring: That the 8th Regi nent, which should be w thdrawn, now nust

remain, is the unpleasant.

Lenel sen: | do not like to do this either

(GMD.S. - (42092/4, Appx 320, p. 5, 15 Nov)

100. By the middle of November, 3 Cdn Inf Bde had started on its denpnstration
towards Castel di Sangro. General Montgonery wi shed to create the inpression
that the whol e Canadi an di vi sion was pressing forward in the centre of the
front. This would help to keep the Gernans from sensing that he planned a
| arge-scale attack on the Adriatic sector. The daily reports of O B.S. for

the period show that the desired effect was obtained in the part at |east:

14 Nov On 12 Nov at Pietrabbondante, 8.5 km west of Agnhone, Canadi ans
of 1 Cdn Inf Div were seen. Renewed Commtnent of this

di vision is possible.

15 Nov Information froma reliable source confirns the conm tnent of

1 Cdn Inf Div between 5 Brit and 8 I nd Divs.

101 16 Nov was a relatively quiet day on the whole front. 29 Pz Gen Div
relieved 3 Div at 1700 hrs and 16 Pz Div started to | oad equi prment for the
transfer to Arny Group North. The main event of the day was an attack by

8 Ind Div on Monte Torella. Regarding this attack O B.S. reported:

The Indian troop have turned out to be tough and resourceful opponents.

(GMD.S. - 42092/1, 16 Nov; O B.S. 16 Nov; 42092/5
Appx 400a, 19 Nov)

102. 1 Cdn Inf Div was nmentioned again on 19 Nov. O B.S. 19 Nov (for 18 Nov):
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1 Cdn Inf Div has felt its way to Montagnola (11 km ESE Castel di Sangro)

Near Caprocotta, in the area of 1 Cdn Inf Div, an eneny battalion in
wi nter dress and with nmountain guns carried by nules has been

observed. 37*

In the nmeantinme, however, the Germans had recogni zed the signs that pointed
towards an early attack in the Adriatic sector. 1In the sane report O B.S.

st at ed:

Arrival of large quantities of supplies of all kinds in the coastal
sector of Eighth Army would permt the assunption that an attack was

i npendi ng.

The Arny Commander was nore positive; he stated flatly that he believed an

attack to be immnent. At 1710 hrs, 18 Nov, he w rel essed:

A.O K 10 to O B.S.; copy to Higher Artillery Conmander.

The concentration of Eighth Army on the Adriatic front |l eads 10 Arny to
expect an early attack on our left wing. The Arny requests the
accel erated dispatch to 76 Corps of the prom sed "Caterpillar-Track

or-Artillery Battalion East".

(GMD.S. - 42092/4, Appx 378, 18 Nov)

103. The report of O B.S. for 20 Nov dealt mainly with the | oss of Archi.

Regardi ng the preparations of Eighth Arny it stated:

3 7 P1 Carlt & York R noved into Capracotta in the late
afternoon of 18 Nov . (WD., Carlt & York R, 18 Nov)
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According to information froma reliable source Ei ghth Arny has
established a net of telephone comrunications right up to the battalions.

This explains the small volume of wireless traffic of the |ast few days.

104. Fromthe records of various tel ephone conversations it appears that
Kessel ring had made a short visit to Hitler's Headquarters. That he had been
wel | received can be surmsed fromthe many conplinentary remarks which he
made on his return about his divisional conmanders, especially about

v. Ziehlberg (65 In Div) who had apparently obtained good results fromhis
green and partly unwilling recruits. Actually it was the weather and not the
eneny that had held up the advance of Eighth Arny; it had been raining
constantly, the Sangro had swollen to a torrent, the ground was soft and

unsui table for | arge-scale operations. (G MD.S. - 42092/5, 20-25 Nov).

105. Upon his return Marshal Kesselring assuned the responsibility for the
whole Italian theatre. He was now C.-in-C. Southwest; his new status was

defined in the openi ng paragraph of the daily O B.S. report for 21 Nov.

Headquarters Arny Group "C' Report No. 1

Ceneral Field Marshal Kesselring has assuned command of Arny Group "C'

and the whole Italian area at 0000 hrs 21 Nov. 38*

106. An appreciation of the situation was submitted to O B. SWhby Genera
Lenel sen on 25 Nov. It showed good knowl edge of the opposing formations and

dealt with the probable intentions of the Eighth Arny:

38 | n subsequent paragraphs the abbreviation O B.S. SWappears
in place of the previously used abbreviation O B.S.
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By nmeans of a thrust towards Pescara, Eighth Arny will try to force
10 Arny to conmit its reserves and to take troops fromthe right w ng,

thereby facilitating the main thrust towards Rone.

(GMD.S. - 42092/5, Appx 503, 25 Nov)

107. A new edition of the schematic order of battle of 10 Arny appeared on
25 Nov. It showed 26 Pz Div as being in the process of relieving 16 Pz Div:
90 Pz Gren Div had not yet arrived. 14 Corps had been strengthened by the
arrival of 44 Inf Div (Reichsgrenadier Division Hoch und Deutschnei ster,
commanded by Dr. Franek). A conpilation of individual replacenents that had
reached the Arny in Novenber showed a total of 4,891 nen. (G MD.S. -
42092/ 5, Appx 510 a, b, c, 25 Nov; 42092/5, 27 Nov)

108. The Eighth Arny was now edgi ng cl oser and closer to the German main

defence lines, and A.O K. 10 would have liked to retain 16 Pz Div. But the

German position in the East was deteriorating and Berlin demanded the di spatch

of the division with mounting insistence. On 25 Nov General Westphal

tel ephoned to A O K 10 so that no delay would be granted in the matter. At

the sane tinme the advance el enents of 90 Pz Gren Div were approachi ng Pescara

fromthe North. (G MD.S. - 42992/1, 25 Nov).

109, In the nmeantine West N.S.R (3 Cdn Inf Bde) had taken Castel di Sangro.
The main obstacle had been hill 1009. 1In the first attack on the feature,
West N.S. R encountered stiff resistance from paratroopers in well conceal ed
positions and suffered about 20 casualties. The next attack was carried out
after anple artillery preparation and succeeded. |In the reports of O B.SW

this action was shown as foll ows:

24 Nov (for 23 Nov)
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1 Para Div:

24 Nov 1 Para Div

26 Nov (for 25 Nov)

27 Nov (for 26 Nov)

3 The vari ous

An eneny attack in conpany strength on hill 1009 was
repul sed and the eneny suffered considerable

casualties, 21 prisoners were taken.

After the attack on height 1009 had been repelled

Wi th considerable casualties for the eneny,

Castel di Sangro and hill 1009 canme under heavy eneny
artillery fire in the afternoon of 23 Nov (about 4000

rounds).

1 Cdn Inf Div has occupied the heights from 1009 to
802 (SWAteleta). Eneny artillery maintained lively
harassing fire on our positions. Eneny colums wth
nmul es crossing the Sangro have been inpeded by our

own fire.

One conpany of 1 Cdn Inf Div was marched into Castel

di Sangro this norning.3*

(WD., Wst N.S.R; O B.SW

references to 1 Cdn Inf Div in these reports of

O.B.SWdid not nmean that the identity of the attacking units

and unknown:

24 Nov

27 Nov

30 Nov

Ot her prisoners have confirmed the comm t nent
of 3 Cdn Inf Bde, with "B" Coy of West N S R
at hill 10009.

Presence of 3 Cdn Inf Bde again confirned in
fighting at Castel di Sangro. (R 22e R)

At height 831, 1 kmS. Cantal upo, 3 Cdn Inf
Bde confirnmed.

(G MD.S. - (42092/6, 24, 27, 30 Nov)
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110. It is not known whether the Bernhard |ine had been called so by nere

coi nci dence or as a subtle challenge to the fanous British General. At any
rate, in the |ast days of Novenber, Sir Bernard Law Montgonmery proceeded to
break the Adriatic hinge of the Bernhard line with his "col ossal crack" across

t he Sangro.

111. Fossacesia and Mdzzagrogna were situated in the main battle Iine of the
Bernhard position. The sector was defended by 65 Inf Div. Its right nei ghbour
was 9 Pz Gren Regt (26 Pz Div), relieving the rear elenents of departing

16 Pz Div at 1200 hrs 29 Nov. The German story of the events of these
critical days confirns the facts already known. British artillery and
fighter-bonbers pinned the Germans down and caused heavy casualties. Mj-Gen
v. Ziehlberg (65 Inf Div) was severely wounded and replaced by the forcefu
and efficient Cberst Baade, who had been the Conmander of the defences of the
Straits of Messina. (G MD.S. - 42092/1, 28-30 Nov; 43005/1, 28-30 Nov;

Hi st Sec Report No. 14, para 36).

112. The situation on the front of 65 Inf Div on 30 Nov was sunmari zed in the

War Diary of A O K 10 by the follow ng entry:

In the norning the eneny continued his attacks in order to wi den the area
of the break-through. Again he was assisted by heaviest comm tments of
artillery, waves of fighter-bonbers and numerous tanks. The first attack
was in the direction of Lanciano, the second one concentrically fromthe
Sout hwest and Sout heast of Fossacesia. In spite of the especially
careful preparation of this sector, the main battle |line was overrun by
the enemy. As had been the case during the precedi ng days, our artillery
was held down by the eneny Air Force. Counter attacks were inpossible

for the sanme reason..

In order to discuss counter-neasures and the comm tnment of reserves right

on the spot, the Arnmy Commander spent the norning at H Q 76 Corps and
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the afternoon with 65 Inf Div. O B. SWnow nakes the whole 90th Panzer

G enadi er Division avail abl e

(GMD.S. - (GMD.S. - 42092/1, 30 Nov)

113. Once more General Montgomery had the eneny badly frightened. The

t el ephone conversations of the enemy conmanders portrayed the situation with a
fidelity that could hardly be equalled by the polished phrases of officia
diarists. In the plain |anguage of these harassed nmen appeared the truth as

it was seen and felt at the very moment when events occurred.

28 Nov 1120 hrs:

Lemel sen to Westphal: ... Exactly like the Russians they try every tine,
whet her they can get to a position at all or whether they are thrown
out again. In this case it is a hard position. But when they are
thrown out slowy or not at all it is a soft position. In this

manner they are boring all the tine.

Kessel ri ng: (on sane call) How was it that he could penetrate so fast?

Lenel sen: There was a heavy artillery barrage, about 6000-7000

rounds; they say it was col ossal

Kessel ri ng: He al ways conmes on the seans (boundaries).

Lernel sen: There are special detachnments for the boundaries. The
devil knows how he always finds out where the boundaries

are.

2220 hrs, Ops Ofrs AOK 10 to Ops Ofr O B. SW
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Enemy Air Force has attacked in unheard of proportions.
Qur losses in blood and norale are exceedingly high
W t hout a counterbal ance troops cannot stand up to

this ....

29 Nov 1415 hrs:

Lenel sen:

Kessel ri ng:

2250 hrs:

Went zel |

Went zel |

West phal :

Went zel |

Commitment of enemy Air Force is enornobus. Baade says

that not even in Africa has he seen anything |like this.

Wth Mntgonmery you could count on that.

The enemy has retaken both places and the hill at Colli.
It is sinply inpossible to do anything. Superiority in
the air and of his artillery directed fromthe air are so
great that nothing can nmove. It is sinply inpossible to
do anything, he has everything concentrated right

there ... One cannot nmake a counter=attack, the troops

woul d be wi ped out.

Qur | osses are enornous.

How bad?

2 Bn 145 Regt has to be witten off.

They could not get out of the tunnels owing to the

artillery fire, were overrun and liquidated fromthe rear
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Went zel | : It is a bad nmess; without the Air Force nothing can be

done here.
West phal : It is no good. |If they think at the top that it can be
done without the Air Force, there would have been no need

to create one.

30 Nov 1930 hrs:

West phal : The Infantry is weak?

Lenel sen: 9 Regt has 200 nmen |eft.

West phal : What ? So weak?

West phal : We cannot afford a counter-attack

Lenel sen: Unfortunately this is true. Yesterday four battalions

were destroyed, three of 145 Regt and one of Battle G oup

Ei nst mann. 49

West phal : Four battalions?

4 PBattle G oup Einstmann was the advance el ement of 90 Pz Gren
Div that was approachi ng Pescara from Ancona, where it had
been under command of 14 German Arny. At the nonment Battle
G oup Ei nstmann was under conmmand of 65 Inf Div, and
operated in the salient nearest to the Adriatic coast. |
mai n conponents were 361 Inf Regt (Einstmann) and 165 Fie
Repl Bn. (G MD.S. - 43005/4, Appx 56a 30 Nov)

ts
| d
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Lemnel sen: Since the prepared positions have been lost our nen lie

unprotected in the open air at the nmercy of the eneny Air

For ce.
2345 hrs:

West phal : Jodi called ne on the phone with the customary spie
(Senf). You know what | nmean. The Fuehrer desires that
we hold at all costs and bring the reserves close up

Lenel sen: This is really something in the face of the bonb-carpets.

West phal : | just told the Army conmander that Tomry can go on at
this rate for another six days.

Lenel sen: How do you know this so exactly?

West phal : | asked the Air Force. They claimthat there nust be a
let-up after a certain tinme because the machi nes cannot
take it any | onger.

Went zel | : Si x days!

(GMD.S. - 42092/5 and 6, 28, 29, 30 Nov)

ACROSS THE MORO AND TO ORTONA

114. After the crossing of the Sangro river it was inportant to keep the eneny
nmoving. 78 Brit Div had prevail ed agai nst 65 German Div but needed a

breathing spell. It was relieved by 1 Cdn Inf Div. The fighting on the whole
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front in Decenber was characterized by steady Allied pressure. On the
Tyrraheni an flank the fighting developed into the violent battles for the
Camino and the Monte Lungo, on the Adriatic salient it reached its clinmax in

t he conquest of Ortona.

115. In this last nmonth of the year there were no fundanental changes in the
tactics and structure of the German Tenth Arnmy. Due to the approach of the
winter and to the nountai nous nature of the country, the Arny had al ready
becone an infantry army. O the twelve divisions under its command in the

m ddl e of Decenber, only two were arnoured. (26 Pz Div and H G Div; 16 Pz

Di v was bei ng exchanged for 5 Mountain Div.).

116. As fighting gained in intensity, the area in which it took place becane
gradually smaller until in the end it narrowed down to bl ocks of buildings and
i ndi vi dual houses in the town of Ortona. A closer exam nation of the records
of this type of warfare nust necessarily be carried out on a day to day basis.
The enemy picture of Canadi an operations in Decenber is being presented here
in this fashion. Significant itens of a general nature appear with the

material that deals with the events of the day in question.

117. During the course of the advance 1 Cdn Inf Div came to grips chiefly with
el ements of 90 Pz Gren and 1 Para Divs. It is unfortunate that the war
diaries of precisely these divisions are unavailable, while for instance the
wel | kept records of adjoining 26 Pz div contain nmany eye-w tness accounts of
junior |leaders and men in the tanks. The picture of the Canadi an operations,
as seen by the eneny, appears nost clearly fromthe records of 10 Arny. Sone
i nformati on has been taken fromthe files of 76 Corps; the alnost daily
references to 1 Cdn Inf Div in the reports of O B. SWhave been extracted and

appear in translated formas Appendix "N’

118. On 1 Dec 5 Brit Corps was mmintaining pressure with 78 Brit, 8 Ind and

1 NZ Diwvs. 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes were noving behind 78 Div and preparing to
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relieve that division. On the eneny side 76 Corps was taking steps to replace

65 Inf Div with 90 Pz Gren Div. Intentions of 76 Corps were:

To hold main battle Iine as far as Melone. To develop a new line from
Mel one to Ortona. To stop eneny attacks in the area of the outposts by
obstinate delaying actions. To continue preparations for the taking over

of the left flank of 65 Inf Div by 90 Pz Gren Div.

The intentions of 5 Brit Corps were estimated as fol |l ows:

Continuation of the attacks in the area of Castel frentano. Resunption of
the attacks on the left wing of 65 Inf Div. The |atter because Brit
artillery has crossed the Sangro and wireless intelligence has overheard
that the work of bringing up considerable quantities of artillery

ammuni ti on has been concl uded.

(GMD.S. - 42092/6, Appx 616, 1 Dec)

119. For sone tine A O K 10 and O B.SWhad felt the need of an additional
Cor ps Headquarters for the centre of the front, and a request for one had been
submitted to higher authority. The Gernman Hi gh Command recogni zed the
proposal as being justified, but turned it down on 1 Dec with the explanation
that a spare Corps Headquarters was unavail able at the nonent and the creation
of a new one inpracticable. (G MD.S. - 42092/1, Dec; 42092/6, Appx 621,

1 Dec).

120. The order of O B.SWto withdraw 65 Inf Div conpletely and to dispatch it
to the North into the area of 14 Arny, reached A O K 10 at 0220 hrs, 2 Dec.
76 Corps was |l ooking forward to the arrival of 5 Mountain Div but it had been

del ayed by the effects of Allied air attacks.
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West phal : Unfortunately they have bonbed the railroad |ine again and
5 Mountain Div had to be detrained. This has happened because

we have taken away our flak up there.

Lenel sen: | agree. At least the inportant rail centres ought to be
prot ect ed.

West phal : It happens every tine. Wthout the Air Force it cannot be
done.

(GMD.S. - 42092/6, Appx 645, 620, 2 Dec)

121. The main event of 3 Dec was the beginning of the battle for the
Monte Canmino massif in the area of Fifth American Arny but the actions of

5 Brit Corps were also recorded in the War Dairy A O K. 10:

In the sector of 90 Pz Gren Div the eneny, supported by 15 tanks, forced
our forward elenents in the area of Frisa to withdraw to the north bank
of the Moro. Advancing along the coast and fromthe South, and supported
by 30 tanks, against |ight conbat outposts, the eneny succeeded
tenmporarily in breaking into the town of S. Vito. 1In this area the eneny

is bringing up further forces fromthe South.

The German forces in the S. Vito area on 3 Dec were shown on the situation
maps as being 1 and 2 Bns 361 Gen Regt 1 Coy 26 Pz Recce Bn. 90 Pz Gren Div
had assumed command of the whol e coastal sector at 1430 hrs. (G MD.S. -

42092/, 3 Dec; 42092/16, 3 Dec).

122. Further west, 2 N.Z. Div was exerting pressure and hoped to break through

the new German line along the lateral Ortona - Orsogha - CGuardiagrele.

3 Dec 1010 hrs
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Lemnel sen: Strong eneny pressure on Orsogna and Mel one

Kessel ri ng: We nust hold there at all costs. The ground there is so
favourable that it can be held with relatively small

forces.

The danger of envel opnent for the troops east of Orsogha was a matter of
concern for the Germans, and the troops in the area had received orders to
hold at all costs. Elenents of 2 NZ Div had entered the eastern parts of
Orsogna early in the day, but the locality was firmy held by 26 Pz Recce Bn
and sone attached units. The advance el ements of General Freyberg's forces
were forced to withdraw in a violent counter-attack by 6 Coy 26 Pz Recce Bn.
It becanme apparent that a strong and carefully prepared attack woul d be
necessary to di sl odge the Germans. The eneny in the meantinme had decided to
bring 4 Regt 1 Para Div into the salient to relieve 26 Pz Recce Bh. (G MD.S
- 42092/ 6, Appx 667, 3 Dec; 43872/ 13, 3 Dec; 43873/19, 4 Dec).

123. On 4 Dec, 90 Pz Gren Div was forced out of S. Apollinare and decided to
wi t hdraw across the Moro in the afternoon. In anticipation of the expected
attenpts of 5 Brit Corps to break through the new nain battle line in the
Adriatic sector, 76 Corps ordered a regrouping of its forces on 4 Dec. This
Corps order is being permanently retained and appears also in translated from
(R.T.10). Regarding the manner in which the prospective fighting was to be

conducted the order stated: "Watchword for one and all: 'Into the G ound"

Owing to the recent experience with British air and artillery bonbardnments the
German troops were willing and anxious to dig, and what the Canadi ans saw from
the high ridge overlooking the Moro valley was indeed a deceptively enpty and
i nnocent | ooking |andscape. (G MD.S. - 43005/4, 4 Dec, R T.10; The Canadi an

Arny at War, From Pachino to Ortona, p. 126).

124. In the area of 5 Brit Corps the day was nmainly one of preparations and

reconnai ssance. In the evening, however, 1 Cdn Inf Div |launched three
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different attacks in the salient of 90 Pz Gren Div. These attacks, the first
ones in a series of bitter struggles, were reflected in the German reports for
6 Dec. In the neantime the battle for the Monte Cam no massif continued in
the area of the Fifth Army. A tel ephone conversati on between two German

commanders paid a conplinment to the security-m ndedness of British troops.

4 Dec 1035

West phal : The eneny radio clains that whol e conpani es of our troops are

deserting.

Wentzel | : He took 48 nen of one conpany of 104 Bn, so that is about all
It is the battalion that nade the counter-attack. But nmen from
anot her battalion have unfortunately given full information
The British wirelessed the Interrogation reports to the rear

and we intercepted them

West phal : OQur nmen do that all the tine.

Wentzell: Yes, it is very annoying. You can get nothing out of the

British but our own nmen tell everything.

West phal : They have given information about the cam no sector?

Went zel | : Yes; where our reserves are, etc.

At 1305 hrs the Chief of Staff of 76 Corps tel ephoned to A . O K 10 and
reported that 1 Cdn Inf Div and the Arnoured Brigade had been observed in the
coastal sector.** (G MD.S. - 42092/6, Appx 701, 5 Dec).

41 The designation of this formation had in the neantinme been
changed from 1st Canadi an Arny Tank Brigade to 1lst Canadi an
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125. The events of 6 Dec in the sector of 90 Pz G en Div were described in the

War Diary of A.O K in the follow ng words:

In the area of 90 Pz Div eneny forces up to battalion strength, and
supported by tanks, attacked during the whole day along the coast. Under
nmost difficult conditions and in dense fog it was possible to correct the
situation or to seal off the points where penetrations had occurred.
Villa Roatti is in the hands of the enemy. Fighting continues at the

extreme | eft wing of the Division

(GMD.S. - 42092/1, 6 Dec)

126. Villa Roatti had barely been occupi ed when German counter-attacks began
The defence of the locality by the Princess Patricia' s Canadian Light Infantry

on 6 Dec has been described in Hist Sec Report No 165, paras 79-87. Paras 83-

86 of this report deal with the second German counter-attack of the day. The
eneny intended to di sl odge the Canadian troops with a conbined force of
armoured and infantry elements. The arnoured conponent was 7 Coy 26 Pz Regt,
the infantry came from 200 Gren Regt at Crecchio. A conbat report by the
commandi ng of ficer of the German arnoured conpany appears in the appendices to
the War Dairy of 26 Pz Div. 1In the words of the eneny it contains a graphic
description of the damage the Patricias inflicted on this conpany of eneny
elite troops. A translation of the docunment appears as Appendix "Q'. Further
i nformati on about this particular attack is found in the War Di ary of

Headquarters 26 Pz Div, in a special "Observation":

The failure was not only caused by the excellent fire discipline of the
enemnry, who | et our tanks approach to within 50 neters and then destroyed
them but also by the | ack of cooperation of our own arnms; the attack

went in without artillery support.

Arnour ed Bri gade.
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(GMD.S. - 43873/24, 7 Dec; 43873/14. 6 Dec)

127. On the sanme day, while Marshal Kesselring was waiting for Hitler's

perm ssion to withdraw fromthe untenable Monte Canmi no massif, Genera

Lemel sen di scussed the situation on the Adriatic front with the Commander of
76 Corps. According to the sketchy synopsis of this conversation, Lemnelsen
spoke of the apparent concentration of arnmoured forces on the coast and said
that it was inmportant that nothing should go amiss in the coastal sector
Ceneral Herr pointed out that only one conpany of the Tank Battalion of 90 Pz
Gren Div had arrived and that, like the rest of the division, it had never
been in action before. Lenelsen thought it would be good to have at | east
"sonet hing" to oppose an eneny who was attacking with three brigades and

concentrating further forces in the area.

The di scussion regardi ng possi ble reserves renmai ned i nconcl usi ve however, and
the lack of fresh reserves was further illustrated by the reappearance of
decimated 65 Inf Div in the quiet sector on the right of 26 Pz Div. The
records do not show whether it was a routine precaution or whether the Arny
Commander took a graver view of the situation; in any event during the evening

of the day he sent the followi ng order to 76 Cor ps:

6 Dec 1125 hrs Independently of the fighting in the present line, 76
Corps will reconnoitre and prepare rear positions in
the general |ine:

Pretoro - mouth of Foro river, or

Pretoro - Chieti - west bank of Pescara river, or

Pretoro - M 04 (between Manopell o and Casal i ncontrado -

M 31 (NW Pal | azone on Via Tiburtina) - west bank of

Pescara river.
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(GMD.S. - 42092/7, Appx 720, 722, 6 Dec)

128. An entry in the War Diary of 76 Corps on 6 Dec dealt with the |ine-up of

its formations.

Arrangenents effective at 1700 hrs, 7 Dec:

1 Para Div (with 3 Hi gh Muntain Bn under conmand)

65 Inf Div with 4 High Muntain Bn, 4 Para Regt, 2 Bn 1 Para Regt

26 Pz Div with 2 Bn 146 Regt

90 Pz Gen Div (with Div Rifle Bn 65 and 26 Pz Recce Bn under Comrand)

O her docunents of the sanme day indicate that elenments of 5 Mountain Div had
arrived at Tiburtina and that 14 Arny was organi zi ng and di spatching twel ve
battalions of fully equipped Italian construction pioneers for work on the
defence positions of 10 Arny. (G MD.S. - 42092/7, Appx 725, 726, 6 Dec
43005/1, 6 Dec).

129. German records for 7 Dec dealt chiefly with the artillery barrage on
Orsogna and the penetration between Orsogna and Poggiofiorita. The events in
this area were fully described in the War Diary of 26 Pz Div; the tel ephone
conversations of the German commanders, however, show that their main concern

was for the area on the coast.

1000 hrs Runkel to Westphal (German synopsis)

The attacks of yesterday were all carried out by the Canadi ans.

Mont gonery's goal is certainly Pescara. W hope to stop him

1920 hrs Lenelsen to Herr (German synopsis)
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The main push will be on the coast. Orsogna |ooks |ike an
attenpt to pin us down during the push on the coast. Commander
76 Corps should not feel tenpted to nove forces fromcoast to

Orsogna sector.

2055 hrs Lenelsen to Kesselring (verbatim

It is ny opinion that the attacks in the area Orsogna -
Poggi ofiorita are uninportant. He wants Orsognha for reasons of

prestige but the centre of gravity remains on the coast.

2145 hrs Runkel - Westphal (verbatin

Runkel : The New Zeal anders have al ready attacked again at

Or sogna.

West phal : Lenel sen says that everything up there is all right

and that he is not worried.

Runkel : Well, we threw himout and now he is in again. W
are counter-attacking and the fight goes back and

forth. The New Zeal anders are pretty tough.

(GMD.S. - 42092/7, Appx 740, 7 Dec)

130. 26 Pz Div had never felt the pressure on Orsogna to be an undertaki ng of
secondary i nportance, and the commander of 76 Corps now shared this opinion.
By the evening the new conception had been passed al ong and Lenel sen reported

to O B. SW
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2215 hrs Quite a bit of action at 76 Corps. Apparently the centre of
gravity is not nmerely on the coast but extends as far down as

Orsogna and Mel one. 4%*

131. Regarding the advance of the Canadi ans al ong the coast, 76 Corps reported
that an advance of two enemy groups along the coastal road had led to a
penetration of the German main defence line. About the fighting a Roatti it
was reported that it had been inpossible to correct the situation, but that

the penetration had been sealed off. (G MD.S. - 43005/1, 8 Dec).

132. On the western part of the front the battle for M gnano continued on

9 Dec with undimnished fury. In the Adriatic sector 1 Cdn Inf Bde waged a
bitter and successful fight for the bridgehead of S. Leonardo. 1In the

War Dairy of 76 Corps the engagenents in the coastal sector were shown as

foll ows:

On the left wing of 90 Pz Gren Div the eneny broke through on the coasta
road and at S. Leonardo after heavy shelling. Leonardo was retaken in
the afternoon by heaviest commtnment (8 of our tanks were put out of
action) but the place was |ost again at 1630 hrs. Hill 84 which had been

retaken in the norning had to be ceded agai n under heavy pressure.

The tel ephone conversations of the day reveal the first signs of concern for

Ortona:

1110 hrs Wentzel | : ... Up there he attacks on the whole front from
the coast to S. Leonardo. Everything is being
taken up there. 2 Bn 3 Para Regt goes to

Ortona.

42 For key to map code from9 - 18 Dec see Appendix "B", para
10.
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Kessel ring: To Ortona?

Went zel | :

133. A new schemmti c order

Yes, so that he will be prevented fromgetting

there at all costs.

(GMD.S. - 43005/1, 9 Dec; 42092/ 7, Appx 776, 9 Dec)

docunent appears in photostatic fromas Appendix "P".

report was prepared showing the strength of the Army on 1 Dec.

figures of the report indicate that

ground forces of nore than 140,000 nen.

On the sanme day a

of battle of 10 Arny was issued on 9 Dec. Th

is

The princi pal

Oficers N. C. Os O Rs
Tot al

Ar ny 4,024 18, 520 89, 485 112, 029
Air Force G ound
Conmbat Troops 754 4,902 21, 250 26, 806
S. S. Conbat Troops 23 130 810 963
Auxi | iary Vol unteers 1, 836 1, 836

TOTAL 4,801 23,452 113, 381 141, 634

(GMD.S. - 42092/7, Appx 779 a, b, 9 Dec;

Appx 778, 9 Dec dated 10 Dec)

90

Report

15 Arny Group in Decenber was opposed by

No.
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134. The attenpts of the Canadi an brigades on 10 Dec to advance fromthe

bri dgeheads nmet with determ ned resistance. As the war diaries of 90 Pz Gren

Di v have not

been found, the information from eneny sources remains |imted;

the condensed presentation in the diary of 76 Corps seens to contain nost of

the informati on avail abl e:

10 Dec

Advancing from point 84, the eneny attacked S. Donato in the

| ate hours of |ast evening and occupied the locality. Qur own
counter-attack in the early norning hours, on both sides of
poi nt 115, 1 km west of S. Leonardo, was rendered ineffective
by heavy enemnmy shelling. Shortly before noon, supported by
tanks and using snoke, the eneny attacked from Leonardo in a
northwesterly direction and on Torre. He was stopped west of
Torre. Torre was occupied by the eneny with two conpani es and
about ten tanks. In the afternoon the enemy continued his
attacks from Leonardo to the Northwest and from Torre to the
West. These attacks were halted by concentrated fire fromall
weapons. Five enemy tanks were hit. At 1500 hrs an eneny
attack with tanks, on both sides of hill 84, was repelled in a
counter-attack. During the course of a renewed attack on hil
84, six eneny tanks succeeded in breaking through but four of

t hem were destroyed.

Eneny: A continuation of the attacks nust be expected.
Intentions: To hold present positions and to carry our an
attack with the limted objective of disturbing the eneny

preparations at S. Leonardo.

(GMD.S. - 43005/1, 10 Dec)

135. The tel ephone conversations of the day provide sone additiona

i nformation:
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10 Dec 1135 hrs Wentzell: Just a nmonment ago | talked to Cl aer. *3*
Altenstadt is at the front; we have no
clear picture of 361 Gren Reg. On the
coast the pressure seens to be increasing.
At S. Leonardo there are terrific shelling

and no success was obt ai ned.

West phal : Oh yes! The counter-attack fail ed?

Wentzell: | think they gave up as there was no hope

of succeedi ng.

West phal : The Field Marshal has given orders to draw
as many reserves as possible into this

area.

Went zel | : The Engi neer battalion of 90 Pz Gren Div

has now ben taken to Ortona.

136. During the course of the next ten days the Canadi an forces were held up
in their advance to Ortona by the desperate resistance of German troops
operating in terrain overwhel mngly favourable to the defender. On 11 Dec the
sector nearest to the coast was held by 1 Bn 200 Gren Regt. 1 Coy of the
battalion was in the Berardi area. During the day it had becone clear that an
advance to Tollo could not be acconplished without hard fighting. The Germans

consi dered the day as a defensive success.

43 Major v. Claer was Ops Ofr 76 Corps. C. of S. 76 Corps was
ill; his substitute was Col onel Hans George Schm dt
v. Altenstadt, previously C. of S. 51 Mountain Corps.
(GMD.S. - 42092/ 7, Appx 755, 8 Dec)
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By 1400 hrs an eneny penetration 2 km north of Leonardo was cl eared up
after three attacks by 1 Coy 200 Gren Regt in hard fighting. A
counter-attack at 1600 hrs reached point 115 and gai ned sonme ground to

the South of it. The main defence |ine was again firmy in our hands.

At Headquarters 76 Corps, however, it was felt that nore could have been

achi eved, that the reserves of 90 Pz Gren Div had been committed too late in
the day, and that they had been hal f-hearted. Many previous tel ephone
conversations had al ready shown doubts regarding the abilities of the senior
of ficers of reconstituted 90 Pz Gren Div, especially Einstmann, 361 G en Regt.
Later in the evening of the sane day the commander of 3 Para Regt was pl aced
in charge of all operations in the i nmedi ate coastal sector; a few days |ater
Lt - Gen Lunger shausen was replaced as commander of 90 Pz Gren Div by

Col onel Baade. (G MD.S. - 42092//8, appx 804, 11 Dec, Appx 832, 12 Dec).

137. Somewhat in the style of the gaudy situation maps of the Italians, the
Intelligence section of 76 Corps on 11 Dec produced a beautifully col oured
situation map of the Allied forces on its front. Casting nuch credit on the
security-m ndedness of the Canadi ans who had been taken prisoner, but I[ess on
the operational Intelligence of the Germans, 3 Cdn Inf Bde was still shown as
being in the area of Castel di Sangro. (In the evening of the sane day West
N.S.R of that brigade attacked in the Berardi area; the other two battalions

were in the i medi ate nei ghbourhood.) (G MD.S. - 42092/4, 11 Dec).

138. 12 Dec was a conparatively quiet day. 1 Cdn Inf Div was meking
preparations for the resunption of the advance: German 76 Corps was novi ng
units of 3 Para Regt into the front line. 3 Bn 3 Para |left on 13 Dec was
shown to be in the Berardi area, 2 Bn on its left; 1 Bn 200 Gren Regt (less
1 Coy) still in the inmedi ate coastal salient. (G MD. S - 42092/16, sit
maps, 12, 13 Dec).
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139. On the following day the area of 90 Pz G en Div was the only active
sector on the Italian front. Although its fighting strength had been badly
depl eted by casualties, in the evening of the day West N. S.R made anot her
attenpt to force the gully in the Berardi area. Constant heavy machi ne gun
fire fromthe eneny positions presented the unit fromattaining its objective.
An advance of Hast & P.E.I. Regt along the cost was al so stopped. The German
troops engaged in these operations appear on the Gernman situation nmaps with
the significant designations: "Remants 1 Bn 200 Gren Regt"; "Remants 361

Gren Regt"; "2 Bn 3 Para Regt". (G MD.S. - 42092/16, sit maps, 13, 14 Dec).

140. Departing fromits usual procedure, the daily report of A O K

10 nentioned several units bel ow reginental I|evel:

13 Dec The enemy continued his attacks during the whole day. On the
left flank they were repulsed by 2 Bn 3 Para Regt with heavy
| osses to the eneny. To restore the old line and to close the
gap between 1 Bn 200 Gren Regt and 190 Eng Bn (90 Pz Gren Div),
reinforced 2 Bn 3 Para Regt was conmmitted fromthe North. The
attack encountered strong eneny forces, which were thrown back.
At the nonment, the battalion is again in possession of point

115.

141. A postscript to the daily report of A O K 10 indicated that 1 Bn 3 Para
Regt was now al so noving to the coast. War Dairy 76 Corps dealt with the

condition of 90 Pz Gren Div:

A great fighting value can no |longer be ascribed to 90% Pz Gren Div. The
units have becone badly nmi xed and the troops are exhausted. The fighting
val ue of at least two battalions have been used up. The present
positions can only be held by bringing in new battalions, which makes it

necessary to bring new units into the old sector of 1 Para Div.
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(GMD.S. - 42092/8, Appx 857b, 13 Dec; 43005/1, 13 Dec)

142. On 13 Dec C. of S. 76 Corps still believed that with the arrival of

1 Para Div it would be possible to undertake an advance in a southerly
direction via Casa Berardi. 1 Para Div had been in a quiet sector and had
been freshened up. During a tel ephone conversation on this day Cenera

Lenel sen st at ed:

1130 hrs (Lenel sen - Herr)

The fighting strength of the paratroops is not as bad as it is always
made out to be; it has been increased by the arrival of young

rei nforcenents and can be consi dered as normal . 44*

(GMD.S. - 42092/8, Appx 860, 13 Dec)

143. Casa Berardi was finally taken by the Royal 22e Regi nent on 14 Dec.
Det ai | ed accounts of the bravery and the sacrifices of the battalion have been
laid down in many official accounts. To the Germans the Canadi an breakt hr ough
in the Berardi area was a severe blow. The day's fighting was reflected in

the eneny diaries by unusually long and detail ed remarks.

War Diary A O K. 10, 14 Dec:

This day was characterized as a day of mmjor action by the enbittered

fighting in the Otona area. By sacrificing the last resources it was

possible to deny the eneny a further exploitation of his initial success.

44 On 9 Dec 1 Para Div reported a total strength of 11,864 all
ranks, (including 19.7% on leave). (G MD.S. - 42092/8,
Appx 836, 12 Dec)
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It nust be said however, that bad weather deprived the eneny of his

customary air support.

In the area of 90 Pz Gren Div, supported by tanks and heavily increased
artillery fire the eneny continued his attacks. It was possible to stem
the attacks on the left and right wi ngs of the division, but after an
artillery barrage of over six hours' duration the eneny succeeded in
breaki ng through at point 155. The tanks which had broken through were

st ooped south of S. Elna.

A concentric attack on the eneny who had broken through was carried out

by the follow ng units:

From t he Sout h: Group Behr with 2 Bn 200 Regt and anot her detachnent

that had been raked up;

Adj oi ni ng Behr Group Brand with parts of 93 Eng Bn (26 Pz Div),

in the North: 9 Heavy Tank Conpany with other elenents picked up in
the area and 35 tanks fromthe North, Group Heil mann
with 2 Bn 1 Para Regt, 2 conpanies 3 Eng Bn (3 Pz

Gren Div) 15 Tanks and sone assault guns;

To seal off the Group Ziegler with remmants of 361 Gren Regt, nmss of

area west of the Anti-Aircraft artillery and sone tanks.

penetration:

Movi ng towards the area of the penetration are 1 Bn 3 Para Regt and the

Regi ment Li ebach (Arnmy Group Reserve).

(GMD.S. - 42092/8, 14 Dec)
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144. The inplications of the Canadi an breakt hrough were fully realized by the

eneny.

War Diary 76 Corps (14 Dec):

Enenmy will bring up further forces and tanks and, in the exploitation of

today's success, presumably will take Ortona.
The prol onged tel ephone conversations of the day showed that the Gernans were
scraping bottomwi th regard to quick reserves and that 90 Pz Gren Div was
roundly bl aned for the reverse.

1125 hrs Wentzell - v. Altenstadt

The situation is very tense. Either today or tomorrow it will lead to

serious devel opnents. Either the Corps receives sonmething tangible (in

the formof reserves) or it will have to adopt another nethod of
fighting.
1210 hrs Wentzell - v. Altenstadt
Wentzell: | will endeavour to get the Arny Group Reserve to the

coast (Regt Liebach).

1230 hrs Wentzell - v. Altenstadt

The news has just been received that down here the
| ast brigade of the Canadi ans has been taken away and

the worn out 78th Division is noving in.** This

45 While this conversation was being held, 3 Cdn Inf Bde was
i ndeed not in the area of Castel di Sangro but was busy
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seens to prove that there are no other forces behind
t he Canadi ans up there. Intention of the Canadi ans
will be to take Ortona. They could not get through
on the coast and now are trying further along the
main road to Orsogna. \When they have crossed it they
wi |l wheel around and press on towards Ortona. The
Corps is trying to prevent this with the | ast

avail abl e forces. New decisions cannot be made in
this situation, one nust try to throw in everything

to prevent the Canadi ans from succeedi ng.
1625 hrs, Lenelsen - Herr
Herr: Hei | mann (Commmander 3 Para Regt) thinks that even now
one ought to change tactics and withdraw to the
mountains. |f reserves arrive tonmorrow it wll be
possi ble to hold, otherwise only a delaying action is

possi bl e.

Lenel sen: The Field Marshal will be asked for a decision; he

has nothing left to throwin either.

1920 hrs, Lenelsen - Herr

It was a serious decision to nmake Liebach (Arny

Group Reserve) avail able.

2230 hrs, Wentzell - v. Altenstadt (from Gernman Synopsi s)

t hrowi ng the Germans out of Casa Berardi.
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1240 hrs, Kesselring -

Kessel ri ng:

Lenel sen:

Kessel ring:

Lenel sen:

(G MD.S.

145. Fighting in the coasta

C. of S. 10 Arny tells C. of S. 76 Corps after
conversations with O B.SWthat everything has to
be thrown in and that the Corps is held
responsi bl e for the sealing-off of the eneny
penetration. C. of S. 76 Corps states that the
best and nost efficient conmanders have been
sent to the front and that all that can be done

i s being done.

Lenel sen

For two nonths now | have not been able to
exerci se proper comrand because everything
evaporat es between my fingers and runs down I|ike

wat er from the nountains.

Thi s whol e thing nust be blamed on the conplete

failure of 90 Pz Gen Div.

It is that outfit's own fault.

Wherever Heidrich is, everything goes all right.
The enemy advanci ng al ong the coast was
flatly thrown back by Heidrich; others |et

t hensel ves sinply be overrun

- 42092/ 8, Appx 878, Tel Cons 14 Dec, 26 pages)

sector continued on 15 Dec, but the troops on

both sides were thoroughly exhausted and no major action devel oped. Wth
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Col onel Baade, the ace troubl e-shooter of 10 Arny, in command of 90 Pz Div,
76 Corps had hopes again that further Canadi an advances coul d be stemmed,
particularly as the lack of i medi ate exploitation of the breakthrough seened
to prove that no other formati ons were behind the Canadians. The foll ow ng

signal was sent to 90 Pz Gren Div:

Everyt hi ng now depends on the incipient defensive success being realized
by conbi ned operations of all available infantry, artillery and arnour.
For this purpose all units in the area are herewith placed under conmand

of 90 Pz G en Div:

On the sane day O B. SWordered the i nmedi ate di spatch of Pz Recce Bn
Her mann Goering to Chieti as Arny Reserve. (G MD.S. - 43005/1, 15 Dec;

42092/ 8, Appx 908, 15 Dec).

146. During the night 15/16 Dec, the 6th Anerican Corps had taken Monte Lungo,
thus forcing a German withdrawal fromthe main Bernhard positions and casting
ahead the shadow of future attacks on Monte Cassino. In the early afternoon
t he Commander of Gernman 14 Corps requested and obtai ned perm ssion for
withdrawals in the area of the breakthrough. Only an hour later, the
commander of 76 Corps reported the necessity of withdrawals in the coastal

sector. At 1915 hrs he received the consent of A O K. 10:

1) Aut hority in herewith granted to 76 Corps to fight a delaying action

to the reconnoitred position Pretoro - Villanmagna.

2) It will be the task of the Corps to conduct the fighting in such a
manner that the eneny will be able to gain new ground only at the
cost of hard fighting. The intention to w thdraw nust be conceal ed
in order to prevent himfromfollow ng quickly over ground cheaply
gai ned. This nmovenent could only be called successful if the

casualties inflicted on the enenmy were so great that he woul d be
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unable to attack the new defence line for sone tine and that not

wi t hout bringing up fresh forces.

Wil e the Canadi an brigades were organi zing the attack on the crucia
cross-roads northeast of Casa Berardi, the left wing of 5 Brit Corps increased
pressure along the Otona - Orsogna | ateral and obtai ned possession of point
198. According to German reports the artillery barrage on their positions was
a shoot of 12,000 rounds. The advance battalion of Army Group Reserve Liebach
was caught in the fire and | ost 50% of its effective on its first day in

action.** (GMD.S. - 42092/1, 16 Dec; 420/8, Appx 924, 16 Dec).

147. On 17 Dec the centre of 5 Brit Corps continued its gradual advance and
forced the Germans to abandon the Consalvi fraction of the Bernhard |ine.

1 Cdn Inf Div carried out sone exploratory attacks and reported a noticeabl e
thinning out of the German lines. A |lengthy appreciation of the situation by
76 Corps was received at A .O. K. 10 on the same day. 76 Corps found a certain
amount of satisfaction in the fact that the British advance had been sl owed
down after the crossing of the Sangro. Hi gh praise was given to the efforts
of 1 Para Div; of 65 Inf and 90 Pz G en Divs it said that due to |ack of
battl e experience they were unable to cope with the extrenely difficult
situations. After the usual remarks about the superiority in material of the

Al lied forces the report went on to state:

The troops fromthe Donminions - used to life in the open - showed

particul ar aptitude for attacks during the night and in fog.

46 Appendices to the War Diary of 26 Pz Div contain many conbat
reports submtted by conpany commanders of 26 Pz Regt
regarding the fighting with elenments of 8 Ind and 2 N. Z.
Divs. Apparently as early as 1943, the Germans experi enced
a shortage of conpetent field officers. The reports at
times are quite critical of the disastrous orders that were
given to experienced arnmoured troops by senior officers of
90 Pz Gren Div who had o conprehension of the tactics of
tank warfare. (G MD.S. - 43873/19, Appx 14-24).
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(GMD.S. - 42092/8, appx 943a, 17 Dec)

148. A conference between Marshal Kesselring, General Lemnelsen and the Corps
Commander was held on 17 Dec at Headquarters 76 Corps. GCeneral Lenel sen
advocated an attack on the left flank of the Eighth Arny, east of the Maiella
massif. The tenporary attachment of 29 Pz Gren Div for this purpose was
suggested. Marshal Kesselring however, pointed out that the division was

needed in the rone area.*** (G MD.S. - 42092/8, Appx 943b, 17 Dec).

149. Lenel sen seens to have been convinced that it would be possible to
destroy the elements of the Eighth Arny that were north of the Sangro. On

21 Dec he confirnmed his verbal statenents in a letter to O B. SW

In accordance with the repeatedly expressed desire of 10 Arny to change
over to offensive warfare as soon as possible, | believe that the tine

has come for the thorough annihilation of Brit Ei ghth Arny.

A translation of this letter appears as Appendix "Q'. In the sanme seal ed

fol der of "Top Secret Conmmand Matters" (Chefsachen) that contained Lenel sen's
letter, there appeared al so a hol ograph by Commander 76 Corps, dated 20 Dec.
In this letter General Herr pointed out that he held the nonment opportune for
an encirclenment of the highly concentrated forces of the Eighth Army. A
transl ation of a typed copy of this letter appears as Appendix "R'. (G MD.S
- 42092/ 18, Chefsachen, 21 Dec (Lenelsen's letter); (GMD.S. - 42092/18,

Chef sachen, 20 Dec (Herr's letter); (GMD.S. - 43005/1, Appx 72, 26 Dec
(typed copy of Herr's letter); GMD.S. - 43005/1, 26 Dec, 42092/1, 29 Dec)

150. No docunents have hitherto been found that would shed |ight on

Kesselring's conception of the contenplated offensive. That he gave it

47 A map with changed reference points was taken into use on

19 Dec. (See Appendix “B", para 11)
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serious consideration nmust be concluded froman entry in the War Diary of the

Armed Forces Operations Staff (Wehrnmachtsfuehrungsstab) on 27 Dec for 23 Dec:

O. B. SWadvi sed by teletype that he intended to carry out an offensive
with concentrated forces and |limted objective against Eighth Arnmy. He
asked for an examination of the Air Force and supply problens of such an
undertaking. ... O B.SWis now being inforned that the Fuehrer has given
the order to desist fromthe planned offensive in view of the inability
of the Air Force to neet requirenments and of the fact that certain
formations in this theatre are slated for transfer to O B. Wst and

therefore to be relieved.

(GMD.S. - War Diary of Arnd Forces Ops Staff
(WF.St), Vol 1 Sep - 31 Dec 43 (Uncatal ogued at tine

of writing))

151. Mpst units of 1 Para Div had now been noved into the Ortona sector; the
few units that remained on the right wing of 76 Corps were forned into Battle
Group Schul enburg. Divisional Headquarters had been established at

M glianico, (three and a half mles fromthe coast between the rivers Foro and
Dentel o). Conmand of the coastal sector was taken over by HQ 1 Para Div on
19 Dec. The area of the division was bounded on the left by the Adriatic sea
and on the right by a line fromPoint 155 to Villamagna and fromthere to

Tol | o.

152. On 18 Dec a very heavy artillery shoot preceded and acconpanied the
attenpt of 48 Highrs and R C.R to capture the cross-roads northeast of Casa
Berardi, but the fruits of the very costly Canadi an attack were only garnered
on the next day when the paratroopers withdrew in the face of renewed
pressure. The defensive success of 18 Dec was anply nentioned in German

reports and tel ephone conversations, but the withdrawal fromthe inportant
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cross-roads was not specifically nmentioned in the German reports of 19 Dec.

The daily report of 1 para Div for 19 Dec read:

During the norning several eneny raids on the |ines of the division were
repul sed. After heaviest artillery preparation the eneny in strength of
two conpani es attacked three tinmes during the afternoon in the direction
of Ortona fromS. Donato and in the direction of Point 115 from

S. Leonardo. The eneny was stopped in fromof our lines. Eneny assenbly
positions near point 137 were broken up by concentrated fire from our
artillery. Heavy enemy artillery fire, especially on Villa G ande,

Villa S. Tommaso and west of the crossroads at Casa Berardi

(G MD.S. - 42092/1; 42092/8; 42092/8, Appx 979;
43005/ 1, 18, 19 Dec)

ORTONA (21 - 28 DEC)

153. If, as the records show, the Germans in their arrogance and conceit
believed that the allied troops were superior in materiel but inferior in

bol dness and audacity, Otona nust have been a rude awakeni ng and an evil onen
for the eneny. |In the hope that the port m ght be rendered serviceable within
a short span of tinme, the Eighth Arnmy had desisted froma reduction by
bonmbardnent. | n one week of merciless fighting, reinforced 2 Cdn |Inf Bde

mat ched its strength and courage, its norale and training with that of the

eneny and energed the victor

154. On 21 Dec, L. BEdm R advanced fromthe outskirts of the town into the
town proper as far as Piazza Vittorio. During this day 1 Para Div failed to
keep 76 Corps fully informed; the daily report stated merely that an eneny
attack sout hwest of Ortona had been repul sed. At the Gernman H gh Command t he
silence was taken as a sign of bad news and it was believed that Ortona had

been | ost. 21 Dec 1205 hrs:
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West phal : The Hi gh conmand called nme on the phone. Everybody was very

sad about Ortona.

Wentzel | : Why, Ortona is still in our hands.

(GMD.S. - 42092/1, 21 Dec; 42092/8, Appx 1026, 21 Dec)

155. The events of 22 Dec in the Ortona salient appeared in the daily report
of AAOK 10 as foll ows:

Eneny attacks in the norning on Villa Grande and the ground east and west
of it were repulsed. Two attacks in the norning fromthe South towards
Ortona were followed in the afternoon by three fresh attacks, which
continued into the evening. |In the end the eneny had two regi nents
committed. *®* |In hard house to house fighting all eneny attacks
collapsed in the fire of our own weapons... . Eneny attacks were
supported by heavy fighter-bonber and artillery fire on the main defence
line of the Division... . 3 Bn 1 Para Regt will reach the area near the

mout h of the Foro river by noon 23 Dec.

(GMD.S. - 42092/8, Appx 1045, 22 Dec)

156. Al though the Ednmontons were fighting in the streets of Otona on 22 Dec
and the report of 1 Para Div spoke of hard house to house fighting, the War

Diary of A O K 10 shows the surprising entry:

48  The designation of both Canadian units in Ortona contained
the word "Reginent”". In the sense of Arny organization
however, they were battalions. The German report, speaking
of two reginents, was either based on m sinformation or
calculated to create the inpression that the paratroops had
been attacked by two brigades.
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Contrary to the reports of the opponents the eneny is still outside

Otona (vor Ortona).

Headquarters 10 Gernman Arny were evidently under the inpression that the
situation at Ortona had been stabilized; the Arny Commander sent a speci al
nmessage of conmendation to 1 Para Div; an entry in the War Dairy A O K 10

read:

The tel ephone conversations of the day reflect the confidence which is

felt at Arny Headquarters regarding the devel opments on the left w ng.

(GMD.S. - 42092/1, 22 Dec' 42092/8, Appx 1048, 22 Dec)

157. The situation map of A O K. 10 for 23 Dec shows the follow ng | ocations

for the units of 1 Para Div in the sector:

Regt at Ortona
Regt S.E. of S. Nicola
Regt at Villa Grande

Regt at S. Tonmaso

= N = N N
o
)

B = w w w

Regt at S.E. Tollo

2 Bn 4 Regt at Torre Micchia

3 Bn 1 Regt at mouth of Foro river

H Q 1 Para Div at Mglianico

H Q 3 Para Regt between S. Tommaso and Torre Mucchia

On 24 Dec, 2 Bn 4 Regt and 3 Bn 1 Regt were shown as noving to Ortona; on the
next day all battalions in the salient were shown as being at the front. The
di vi sional reserve consisted of a nere conpany of 1 Bn 4 Regt, at Tollo. Wth

the exception of vehicles on the coast road there were no other German troops
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between Ortona and Pescara. The situation map of 27 Dec shows the threatening
encirclement of Ortona as a result of the drive of 1 Cdn Inf Bde on S. Nicola
and S. Tonmaso. The eneny units that had been forced back by these attacks
were: 3 Bn 3 Regt, 2 Bn 1 Regt and 3 Bn 4 Regt. At Ortona on 27 Dec were

2 Bn 4 Regt and 2 Bn 3 Regt. The latter unit had borne the brunt of the
fighting for the towmn. (G MD.S. - 42092/17, 23-27 Dec)

158. German optim smregarding the situation at Ortona began to vanish with
the bel ated admi ssion on 23 Dec that the town had been penetrated. War Diary

A O K 10:

On the left wing of 1 Para Div the eneny has been attacking Ortona since
morning with two battalions, supported by flanme throwers and 17 tanks
whi ch are being used as artillery. Oaning to the nunmber of our own
casualties, the nore renpte and sout hernnost positions had to be

abandoned after exceedingly hard fighting.

(GMD.S. - 42092/1, 23 Dec)

159. Wiile the fighting was raging at Ortona, there was a lull in the
operations on the other sectors of the front. A decision of w der interest
was taken however on 23 Dec, when Hitler term nated protracted di scussions
concerning the fate of the nonastery of Cassino by ordering its inclusion in

the mai n defence |ine.

A O K 10 to 14 Corps, 23 Dec, 1220 hrs:

On orders received fromthe Fuehrer, Monte Cassino is to be included in
the defence line and to be fortified |ike other parts of the

"Fuehrer-Ri egel" position.

(GMD.S. - 42092/1, 23 Dec; 42092/9, Appx 1066, 23 Dec)
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160. The engagenents of 24 Dec were reported as foll ows:

1 Para Div: In the mddle of the divisional front the enemy, supported
by 6 tanks, attacked the left wing of 3 Bn 3 Regt at about
0800 hrs and achieved a penetration after inflicting
nunmer ous casualties on our own troops. During the day the
eneny infiltrated our main defence |line over a width of
about 500 nmetres and to a depth of about 200 netres.
Counter-attack of 3 Bn 3 Regt remni ned ineffective. Eneny
occupi ed the heights on both sides of S. Nicola. In hard
house to house fighting enenmy advanced to the centre of
Ortona. Heavy fighting continues. Two eneny attacks on

Villa Grande have been repul sed.

(GMD.S. - 42092/9, Appx 1079, 24 Dec)

161. Early on the norning of 25 Dec Lenel sen and Kesselring discussed the

situation at Ortona over the tel ephone:

Lenel sen: ... 12 heavy nmortars have now becone avail able up there

and the artillery is being regrouped.

Kessel ri ng: The m stake was that 2 Bn 4 Regt was kept too far back
It is clear that we do not want to defence Ortona
deci sively but the English have made it appear as

i mportant as Rone.

Lernel sen: It costs so nuch blood that it cannot be justified.

Kessel ri ng: No, but then you can do nothing when things develop in
this manner; it is only too bad that Mntgonmery was ri ght

for once and the world press nmakes so nuch of.
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(GMD.S. - 42092/9, Appx 1099, 25 Dec)

162. O the fighting in Ortona on Christnmas day the Gernmans reported:

In Otona the enenmy attacked all day |long with about one brigade
supported by 10 tanks. In very hard house to house fighting and at the
cost of heavy casualties to his own troops, the eneny advanced to the
mar ket square in the southwestern part of the town. The battle there is
especially violent. Qur troops are using flame-throwers, hand grenades

and the new bazookas (COf enrohre).

Wth regard to the sonewhat confused fighting in the western part of the
salient the Germans nentioned that a counter-attack of 3 Bn 1 Regt had
regai ned the height 1 kmeast of S. Nicola. (G MD.S. - 42092/9, Appx 1097
1098, 25 Dec)

163. Al though the German Hi gh Command had refused to sanction the organization
of a third Corps Headquarters on the Italian front, A O K 10 had found it
necessary to create sonething of a similar nature. At 1800 hrs, 25 Dec,
“Corps Group Hauck” assunmed command of the central sector of the long Italian
front. On the sane day Arny Headquarters advised 76 Corps of the pending
arrival of an "East" battalion of 162 Inf Div (Ture) for construction work in
the Foro defence line.** The degree of urgency and inportance ascribed to
this work may be gauged by the fact that the rail novenent of this battalion
was given priority over the frontward novenents of 334 Inf Div. (G MD.S. -

42092/ 9, Appx 1103, 1104, 25 Dec)

164. On 26 Dec, fighting in the whole salient raged back and forth. According

to the daily report of 76 Corps:

49 Turconmans from Turkestan and t he Caucasus, with German
cadr es.
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all reserves avail able on the left wing of the Corps had been conm tted.

In the afternoon 48 Highrs succeeded in wi dening the bulge fromS. Tonmaso in
a northeasterly direction. O the support received fromthe Canadi an arnoured
forces the War Diary of 48 Highrs said: "This was the nost effective use of

tanks this unit has nade". The report of 1 Para Div acknow edged the advance

in the foll owi ng words:

In the centre of the divisional front the eneny attacked at about
1530 hrs with one reinforced battalion supported by 16 tanks in the
direction of Point 100 (1 km N E. Villa S. Tommaso) and succeeded in

advancing to this point.

(WD., 48 Highrs, 26 Dec; G MD.S. - 42092/9,
Appx 1117, 26 Dec)

165. The | ast day of large-scale fighting in the Ortona salient was 27 Dec.
Wt h Canadi an pressure continuing undi m ni shed, 76 Corps realized that further
fighting in the face of the conplete |ack of quick reserves would bring about
the destruction of 1 Para Div in a situation already beyond renedy.

Lt-Gen Heidrich, conmander 1 Para Div, had left for Germany on 26 Dec to take
some |l eave. On the occasion of later interrogation by allied Intelligence

of ficers, Heidrich said that at the tine he believed the situation to have
been nore or less stabilized. 1In the absence of any records of 1 Para Div it
cannot be ascertained whether or not the division reported its situation as
hopel ess. Their orders had been "to hold Ortona". The general tone of the

t el ephone conversations between 76 Corps and 10 Arny seens to indicate however
that an earlier wthdrawal woul d have been understood. |In any event, on the
norni ng after the departure of Heidrich, CGeneral Herr requested authority to

wi t hdraw from Ort ona.

27 Dec, 1100 hrs, (German synopsis):
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Ops Ofr 76 Corps: As the units are gradually wasting away and fighting
strength is being reduced, Ceneral Herr feels that he
nmust nake the decision to take the line back to
Torre Mucchia - west of Villa S. Tommaso - west of
Villa Grande - Casa Vezzani, (as discussed |ast

night) (sic).

Wentzell: (After consultation with Lenel sen)

Arny Commander gives consent to inmedi ate begi nning
of preparations for withdrawal. The novenent nmy be

carried out during the night.

(Special Interrogation Report, Ceneral Heidrich, Hist
Sec CMHQ, 13 Nov 46 GMD.S. - 42092/9, 27 Dec
43).

166. On 27 Dec the conmandi ng heights of the Maiella massif were taken from

5 Mn Div by Moroccan troops. This ended all Gernan specul ati on regarding the
possibility of a flank attack on the Eighth Arny. In the evening 76 Corps
recei ved orders to disengage all units of the Army Group Reserve Liebach and
to arrange for their transfer to XI Corps near Rome. Furthernore, Pz Recce Bn

Her mann Goering was to be withdrawmn fromits position on the right w ng of
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1 Para Div and to be reunited with the mass of the Division.®* (G MD.S. -

42092/ 9, Appx 1139, 27 Dec; O B.SW 28 Dec)

167. Early on 28 Dec Canadi an patrols established the fact that the enemy had
wi t hdrawn during the night. The events of the day, as seen by the eneny, were

nost clearly described in the War Diary of 76 Corps:

The wi thdrawal novenents of 1 Para Div during the course of |ast night
were not disturbed by the enemy. In the early hours of the norning
extremely heavy artillery fire on road Villa Grande - Tollo. Imediately
thereafter eneny felt his way forward and reached the destroyed bridge
over the Arielli at 0900 hrs. Eneny infantry in strength of about two
conpanies is digging in at that place. An enenmy attack in strength of
about two conpani es at 1500 hrs on the outposts of 3 Bn 3 Regt at

S. Nicola was stopped. Qur own artillery and nortars delivered three
sudden concentrations of fire on Ortona. On the left wing of the

di visional front the eneny advanced to point 60 and is digging in at that

poi nt .

(GMD.S. - 42092/1, 28 Dec)

168. 3 Cdn Inf Bde was now taken into the front line again. On 29 Dec it was
charged with the exploitation of the gains that had been made by 1 and 2 Bdes

in the preceding days. The Carleton and Yorks were pressing forward al ong the

50 Tel ephone conversation Kesselring - Lenelsen, 23 Dec:

Kesselring: | received a terrific blast fromthe
Rei chmarschall today. He said that | had
no understanding for his division and
demands that it be commtted as a conpact
force and not pieceneal with the Recce
peopl e at one coast and the infantry at
t he ot her.

(G MD.S. - 42092/9, Appx 1065, 23 Dec)
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coast

( Punt

road towards Point 59 (Torre Micchia). The area of Point 60

a di Ferracio) was taken, but the attack cane to halt when it reached t

eneny main |ine near Point 59. The German battalion there was 1 Bn 1 Regt,

the unit had been transferred fromthe right wing of 76 Corps to the coast

during the night 27/28 Dec.%* The vigour of the attenpted exploitation was

strongly enphasized in the daily report of 1 Para Div.

169.

After two enbittered eneny attacks along the coast road on our conbat
out posts at Point 60, our own forces withdrew to the nain defence |line

after enbittered fighting.

(GMD.S. - 43005/1, 29 Dec; 42092/9, Appx 1172,
29 Dec)

After several days of severe winter weather that nmade operations

virtually inmpossible, Point 59 (Torre Micchia) was finally taken by Carlt &

Yor k

R. on 4 Jan 44. It was the | ast engagenment of consequence in this phas

of the canpaign and was reflected in the War Diary of A O K 10 by the

following entry:

After heavy artillery preparation, which |lasted for 30 m nutes, the ene
attacked in a surprise raid along the coastal road in battalion strengt
at 1530 hrs and under cover of snpke succeeded in capturing the coasta
tower and the slope of the hill to the northeast of Torre Micchia. The
enemny penetration was sealed off by 1 Bn 1 Para Regt. The nunber of
casualties was high. A counter-attack by 2 Bn 1 Para Regt with the

pur pose of recapturing the old main battle line had no success.

51 Battle Group Schul enburg was relieved by 577 Regt. -
1 Para Regt has reached its divisional sector. (O B.
28 Dec)
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(GMD.S. - 42092/19, 4 Jan 44; 42092/ 20, Appx 78a,
4 Jan 44)

170. On 29 Dec 43 Ceneral v. Vietingoff had resuned command of 10 Arnmy. On
the sane day a definite statenent regarding the | osses suffered by 1 Para Div
during the fighting in the Ortona salient was made in a tel ephone

conversati on:

0835 hrs (Wentzell - Klinkowstroem52*

97 Déll) the battalions of Heidrich have now a strength of nerely one conpany
c

28 Deg20-150 nmen). The necessary steps to obtain reinforcenents will be

t aken.

The daily casualty reports of 76 Corps to A .O.K 10 show the casualties that

were reported by 1 Para Div during the period of the fighting for Otona:

Dat e Dead Wbunded M ssi ng Si ck
a b c a b c a b c a b c
20 Dec - - 4 - - 16 - - - - - -
21 Dec - 2 3 - 6 8 - 7 14 - - 2
22 Dec - - 4 - - 2 1 2 9 - - -
23 Dec - - 14 - 7 21 1 7 25 - 1 3
24 Dec - 1 8 - 2 13 - 3 21 - 1 4
25 Dec - - 7 - - 3 - 6 25 - - 1
26 Dec) )
2 13 2 7 70 1 4 58 - 1 8
- - 10 1 - 1 1 2 18 - 1 2

52 Col onel Count v. Klinkowstroem (G S.C.) had relieved Col onel
Schmdt v. Altenstadt as C of S. 76 Corps on 21 Dec.
(GMD.S. - 42092/8, 20, 21 Dec 43)
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9 days’

Tot al - 5 63 3 22 134 4 31 170 - 3 20
Al l
Ranks 68 159 205 23

TOTAL 455

The avail abl e docunents contain no evidence that would make it possible to
reconcile these figures with the authoritative statenent nade by Wentzell.
Since the Canadians in Ortona found the unburied bodies of about 100
paratroopers, it is certain however that many of those listed as "m ssing"
were actually killed. (G MD.S. - 42092/1, 29 Dec' 42092/9, Appx 1175,

29 Dec, 42092/9, 20-28 Dec).

171. During the last days of the year, fighting ebbed away in the few sectors
of the front that were still active. Increasingly severe wi nter conditions,

t he exhaustion of the fighting troops and the lack of fresh reserve formations
on both sides resulted in a stalemate that was only broken when the Allies

| anded at Anzi o.

172. This report has been prepared by Capt A G Steiger, Historical
Section (G S.).

(C. P. Stacey) Col onel,
Director

Hi storical Section (G S.)
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H 22/ 109 Daily Reports of C -in-C

Sout hwest

By Fornmmtions:

10 Arny

76 Corps

14 Corps

16 Pz Div

26 Pz Div

By Nuneri cal

42092; 42803

43005

48702

42243

43873

Sequence:

42092

42243

42803

43005

43873

48702
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ALPHABETI CAL LI ST OF GERMAN NAMES

(The letter "f" follow ng the nunber

denotes that the reference appears in the footnote.)

V. ALTENSTADT, (Schmidt v. v. Altenstadt);

BAADE, Ernst Guenther; Col, (Maj-Gen); 82f,

BACK; Col, (Maj-Gen); 67

BERLI N, Hermann; Lt-Col (Lt-Gen); 18, 66

Graf v. BERNSTORFF; Lt-Col; 18

BESSEL, Hans: Maj-Gen (Pion); 96

v. BONIN, Bogislav; Col; 62

BUELOVI US; General ; 82f

v. CLEAR;, Maj; 18, 134f

El NSTMANN, Lt-Col; 113f, 136, 165

Dr. FRANEK Friedrich; Myj-CGen; 82f, 107

FRIES; :Lt-Gen; 18, 30

GRAESER, Fritz Hubert; Lt-Gen; 82f
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V. GRAFFEN, Karl; Lt-Gen; 96f

HAUCK, Friedrich-WIhelnm Lt-Gen; 82f, 163

HEI DRI CH, Richard; Lt-Gen (Gen); 18, 39f, 49f, 59, 61, 61f, 61ff, 144,

HEI LMANN; Col, 136, 143, 144

HElI STERMANN v. Z| EHLBERG, CGusrav (see: v. Ziehl berqg)

HERR, Traugott; General; 18, 24, 30, 45, 127, 144, 146, 148, 150, 165

H TLER, Adolf; 12, 13, 57, 58, 66, 76, 98, 127, 159

HUBE, General; 45f

JASTER; Maj; 18

JODL, Alfred; Col-Gen; 12, 34, 113

KESSELRI NG, Al bert; Ceneral Field Marshal; (nunerous references)

KEITEL, Wl helm General Field Marshal; 12, 35

Gaf v. KLINKEWSTROEM Col; 18, 169, 169f

KRUEGER; Lt-Col; 22, 27

LEMELSEN, Joachiny col -CGen; 18, 90, 91, 92, 93, 98, 99, 102, 106, 113,
122, 127, 129, 130, 142, 148, 149, 161, 165

Freiherr v. LUETTWTZ; Lt-Gen; 18, 84

122 Report

165

120,

No.

18



LUNGERSHAUSEN, Carl|l Hans; Lt-Gen; 18, 84

v. MANDELSLOH; Lt-Col; 22

PFEI FFER, Hel | nut h; Maj - Gen; 82f

POLLACK; Lt-Col; 22

RINGEL, Julius; Lt-Gen; 82f

ROWEL, General field Marshal; 9

RODT, Maj - Gen; 82f

RUNKEL, Fritz; Col; 18, 46, 66, 77, 84, 84f, 124, 129, 135f

v. Rupprecht: Lt-Col ; 22

SCHELLER: Lt-Gen; 82f

SCHM DT v. ALTENSTADT; Col; (see; v. Altenstadt)

SCHRANK; Maj - Gen; 82f

SCHULENBURG;, Lt-Col; 151, 168f

v. SENGER und ETTERLIN, Fridolin; General; 82f, 93, 146

SI CKENI US, Rudol f; Mj-Gen; 64, 67

STEI NMETZ; Lt-Cen; 92f
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v. USEDOM Lt-Col; 22, 85f

UHLIG Lt-Col; 22

VIEBIG Col; 22

V. VIVRI NFHODD, Heinrich; Lt-Gen; (nunerous references)

WENTZELL, Fritz; col, (Maj-Gen); 18, 77, 84f, 85f, 113, 124, 132, 135, 144,
154, 165, 169

WESTPHAL, Siegfried; Lt-Cen, 18, 51, 85f, 98, 108, 113, 120, 124, 129, 135,
154

V. ZIEHLBERG, Gustav, (Heistermann v. Ziehlberg); Mij-Gen; 82f, 104, 111
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APPENDI X " B"

NOTES ON THE GERVMAN METHOD OF MAP REFERENCE
BY REFERENCE PO NTS AND ON CODES USED I N
CONNECTI ON THEREW TH

1) Map reference were based on ordinary gridded maps with an overpoint of
squares and reference points. The reference points were little circles with
nunbers al ongside. The squares were used to indicate the general area in
which a feature was to be found; the reference points were used to show
exactly where in the square the feature was | ocated. This was done by stating

the direction and distance of the feature froma nearby reference point.

2) For security reasons the squares and reference points were nunbered or

lettered in an arbitrary pattern. Diagram A shows the sinplest type of

pattern:
Di agram A
18 27 39 17
.81 .86
15 41 19 23
.31

.79 .78
3) Di agram B shows an exanple of a map reference. A road junction is the
only topographi cal feature shown on square 15. It is assuned that it is

situated 1 km south of reference point 79.
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Di agram B

.81 . 86

15

.79

.34

.78

The map reference would read: rd jct 1 kmsouth 1579

4) Map reference were coded by changi ng the nunbers of the square and
reference points according to the code in force at the noment. To code the
map reference in para 3, the coding instructions mght have read: For square
15 use letter Y, to the nunber of the reference point add 4. The coded

reference then would have read Y 83 in place of the original 1579.

5) The method is sinple but lends itself to an enornmous nunber of possible
nmut ations. Historical research is facilitated by the fact that the code was

not changed very frequently.

6) The code in force before 7 Sep has not been found. It could however be
broken by deduction fromthe source material, if necessary with the help of a

code expert.

7) The code in force from7 Sep to 2 Oct appears below. It was found in

the second vol une of Appendices to the War Diary of 76 Corps. (G MD.S. -
43005/ 3)
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Code from7 Sep to 9 Cct

a) Add 10 to the nunber
b)
10 B
54 W
24 H
16 P
20 D
35 L
47 R
41 F
38 M
8) According to GMD. S

Repl ace the nunbers of the squares by the following letters:

1943

43
59
31
02
06
26
14
25
50

43005/ 1,

of all

O X o 4 =z m N 0 >

reference points

a new code cane into force on 3 Cct.

The key to this code was found in a message from O B. S

G MD.S

As of 1 Oct the followi ng changes in the reading of the map of

1: 200 000,

(i)

42803/ 8. App 261 b,

The rectangles with the violet

by two-figure conbinations,

fol | ows:
56 J
32 Q
44 \%
34 Y
57 X

1 Cct.

conme into force

16
33
50
20
35

T 4 2 0 ®

127
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48 V 47 D 26 F
54 C 38 B 14 P
10 z 58 F 25 E
24 L 43 N

(i) Add 5 to the nunber of all reference points.

(Not e: Sonetinmes a new code was not taken into use at the sane tinme by
all formations. Special care nust be taken regardi ng the decoding
of map references that were given during such periods of

transition).

9) From 0001 hrs 9 Nov until 2359 hrs 8 Dec, map references of higher
headquarters were based on map Italy 1 : 100,000. No code was used during
this period. Suitable maps are to be found in the volunes of situation maps

of War Diary A.O. K. 10. (G MD.S. - 42092/13/14/15)

10. A new code was introduced on 9 Nov. A key to it appears in

Appendi x 764, War dairy A.O K 10, 8 Nov: (G MD.S. - 42092/7, 8 Nov)

At 0001 hrs, 9 Nov, the foll ow ng changes regarding the reference point

map ltaly 1:100,000 will beconme effective:

1) A becones X 0] becones B
B F P O]
C u Q W
D P R J
E Y S D
F Z T R
G H u K
H T \% L
J A W N
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z Z - X
® O un <

2) Add three to the nunber of each reference point

3) A new issue of the map is in preparation

11) On 17 Dec a second edition of the map Italy I: 1000,000 was i ssued down

to divisions. It had new reference points. No code was used during the

initial period. Map reference were based on this map after 1200 hrs, 19 Dec.

(GMD.S. - 42092/8, Appt 949, 17 Dec)
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Top Secr et

APPENDI X " C"

30 Aug 43

BY HAND OF OFFI CERS ONLY

" AXI S"

In adaption to the devel opnents of the situation in the Mediterranean and in

the followi ng general instructions are now given:

In _CGenera

Most inportant task is the disarmanent of the Italian Arnd Forces
as fast as possible. Exceptions will only be made in the case of
those units which offer reliable guarantees of their will to
continue fighting on the side and under the command of German

troops.

The dissolution will be facilitated by the use of the watchword
that the war is ended for the Italians and what every man, after
handi ng over his arms, may either return to his civilian

occupation or join the German Arnd forces as a hel per

The disarmanent will be carried out first and as fast as possible
in the case of the Italian formations that can be reached quickly,

thereafter it will be gradually extended to all fornmations.

It nust be nade certain that all arns, vehicles, horses, nules,

fuel and other materials will be seized.

It is especially inportant that the valuable material of the

di vi sion "Centauro" be seized or, at |east be rendered usel ess.
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Cerman troops fromformations in training may be used for this

pur pose.
The prosecution of these nmeasures, formations of MIlitia and of
wor kmen wi |l be fornmed, and our own troops will be nmade fully

mobi l e and all other supplies will be replenished.

Tasks of the individual Headquarters

1) C.-in-C._ South

(a) Transfer of all German troops in Sardinia to Corsica.
To this end all fortified islands around Maddel ena
will first be occupied and all the fasciests that have

arrived there already will be freed.

Corsica will be defended by, and the island of Elba

pl aced under the conmand of GO C. 90 Pz Gren Div.

(b) Return of 10 Arny into the Ronme sector.

Def ence of that sector with all German troops now
there at least until arrival of all parts of 10 Arny

in the area.

(c) During the course of these two operations, denolitions

as in eneny country.

(d) Further conduct of operations as ordered by Arny

G oup "B".

2. Arny Goup "B"
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(a)

(b)

(¢)

(d)

(e)

C -in-

Strengt heni ng of the protection of all nountain

passes. Use of the local rifle clubs in the Tyrol and
in Carinthia as well as of the male German popul ation
of the southern Tyrol. (to be arnmed with weapons from

Italian booty).

Occupation of the ports of Gen. a, La Spezia and

Li vorno, as well as of Trieste, Fiune and Pol a.

Saf eguardi ng of the nobst inportant pountain passes of

t he Apenni ne nount ai ns between Genoa an Fl orence, and
subsequent advance of the guarding elenents to the
line Elba - Perugia - Porto - Civitanova, for ultimte

fusion with the forces of O.B.S

Pacification of Northern Italy with the help of the

fasci st organi zati ons.

Arnmy Group "B" receives the right of issuing
directives to OB.S.; it is intended to place 10 Arny

| ater under the command of Army G oup "B"

C._ West

C -in-

Cccupation of the part of the Italian coast situated

west of the Franco-ltalian border.

C. Sout heast

Assunption of command over the whol e Southeastern theatre,

i ncludi ng the Aegean Sea, towards this end occupation of the

nost i

nportant bases, including the coastal areas, islands
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and parts of islands (Crete, Rhodes,) hitherto occupied by

Italian troops.

Tasks of the Navy

Taki ng possession of the Italian naval and comercial ships with

reach. 1In any event prevention of their going over to the eneny.

The carrying through of the transports required for the evacuation

of Sardini a.

Mai nt enance of vital traffic on the sea.

Taki ng overt of the naval tasks in the coastal sector hitherto

occupied by the Italians.

Assisting the Arny in the occupation of the Islands around
Maddal ena, the island of Elba and possibly of further islands in

the area of C.-in-C. Southeast.

Tasks of the Air Force

They are enlarged by the taking over of the tasks of the Italian
Air Force. Towards this and taking over of the Italian ground
organi zation, the additional installations required and the

equi pnent of the Air Defences, especially the anti-aircraft

equi pment provided by Gernmany.

Preventi on of the going over to the eneny of Italian naval forces

and of the misuse of Italian air - and anti-aircraft equi prment.

Transport
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Army Group "B", in conjunction with the General for Transportation

inltaly, will take all neasures necessary to prevent any

interruption of the rail services.

In Northern Italy the conmander of the Army Transportation
Services will make arrangenents for German personnel to take over
and operate the rail service; further south and as far as ROVE he
wi || endeavour to inprovise a service with Italian railway

per sonnel

In the areas to be evacuated, Arny Goup "B" and O B.S. will

thoroughly denolish all railway installations. |Italian freight
and supply trains will be confiscated if with easy reach of Gernman
troops.

C.-in-C. Southeast will take over the guarding of the railway

lines through Al bania fromKraljewo to Skoplje.

Commander Signal Communi cations takes the measures necessary to
take over Italian signal installations in the area of German

troops.

Chi ef of Counter-Intelligence in Foreign Countries assists the
Hi gher Commanders and the units of the Armed Forces in the
execution of their tasks, especially with regard to border
controls and the security of vul nerable points, (power-stations,
railway installations etc.), the prevention of the going over to
the eneny of the Italian Navy and the |iaison with fasci st

or gani zati ons.

A special proclamation will be directed to the Italian people and

the Italian Arny.
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German Commanders, down to divisional conmmanders or officers of
equi val ent authority, will again be informed orally as far as

necessary.

The order for the execution of these tasks will be given by the
Hi gh Command of the Arnd Forces (by dispatch of) the code word

"Achse".

Local devel opnents may nmake it necessary for Oficers of the rank
of divisional commander, and upwards, to take these measures on

their own initiative.

Orders previously issued by the H gh command of the Armed Forces

are herewith cancelled and are to be destroyed.

The orders for "Special undertakings" (limted distribution)

remai n unchanged.

The authorities nanmed in the distribution list are
responsible for it that no witten order concerning "Achse"
will be issued at |ower levels than Arny and that copies of
this docunent in the Italian area can under no circunstances

fall into the hand of Italians.

signed: Keite

OKW WFST/ 662108/ 43 Top Secret Conmand matter.
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APPENDI X " D"

Headquarters 76 Pz Corps, Ops 9 Sep 1943

1)

2)

Corps Order No 5

For nmovement of forces in the direction of Polla

Eneny has | anded on the Gulf of Salerno and Naples at 0030 hrs. A

further advance of the enemy forces |landed in Southern Calabria is to be

expect ed.

76 Corps noves 29 Pz Gen Div into the area Lagonegro - Polla; 26 Pz Div

into the area Castrovillari - Spezzano.

Orders as foll ows:

a)

b)

29 Pz Gren div (less reinforced Regt 71 and Recce Bn 129) with Pz

Recce Bn 26 under its command and with Para Regt 3, beginning
early on 9 Sep, noves Battle Group Uhlig into the area Polla -
Sal a Consilina; reinforced Recce Bn 26 into the area Lauria -

Lagonegro. Flak Regt 313 will be under its conmand.

Orders: Protection of western fl ank.

26 Pz Div (less Pz Recce Bn 26) with reinforced Regt 71 under is
command and Recce Bn 129 noves into the area Spezzano -
Castrovillari; reinforced Regt 71 noving into the area north of
Spezzano station; the divisional units into the area to the south

of the station. Flak Regt 135 will be under its conmand.

Orders:
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3)

4)

5)

Rear guards, which even wi thout eneny pressure will fall back in

the direction of Castrovillari in accordance with the novenents of
the division, will be posted on the line of the enemy advance. As
soon as the mass of the division has reached the area assigned to
it, the intention is to nove reinforced Regt 71 back to 29 Pz G en
Div in the area north of Polla. Patrols of fighting strength are
to be posted on the coast in the area of Castrovillari, between

E 42 and E 38 (Schiavonea - rd jct rds No 106 and 92).

In the event of an enemy landing in this area, effective eneny
action on the Cosenza - Castrovillari road is to be delayed unti
the mass of the division has passed through Castrovillari, heading
north.

(Cancel | ed)

Corps Sig Bn 476 to maintain tel ephone and wirel ess connection as

bef ore.

Corps HQ wll be 8 kmsouth-east of Castrovillari until early on
10 Sep; Q Branch 12 km sout h-east of Castrovillari.
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APPENDI X " E"

H Q 76 Corps

22 Sep 1943

Dear Col onel Wentzel |

The liaison offers is handing you the map, on which our position is marked.

At 1400 hrs the key-points of the defence are:

1. Acerno.

Here the eneny, under the protection of his infantry, succeeded during
the early norning hours in installing artillery observation posts on the
hei ghts flanking our positions. These [ay under heavy and closely
observed artillery fire during the nmorning, and | osses were heavy in

consequence.

A report has just come in fromthe Division stating that the eneny has
broken through on both sides of Acerno, and that the Division will be
forced to withdraw fromthe position before nightfall. Originally the
intention was to withdraw fromthe Acerno position during the night of
22/ 23 Sep and to fall back to a new position with very favourable

terrain 4 km northwest of Acerno

It is not yet known whether the enenmy inflicted heavy casualties during
his | ast attack. He appears to be pressing very heavily at this point,
and 26 Pz Div was forced to nove a conpany of Recce Bn 26 and a heavy

battery fromthe right wing to reinforce this sector
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On the right wing of 26 Pz Div the day passed quietly. The question of
boundari es and boundary |ine defence have at |ast been straightened out

with Hermann Goring Div.

Adiveto:

Here the eneny is nmoving up reinforcenents fromthe directions of Ebol

and apparently also of Auletta.

At present the strength of the eneny there is estimated as at | east two
battalions, with tanks and several batteries. An attack was repul sed

here in the early norning.

At 1000 hrs the eneny penetrated our position on Hill 1142 (5 km west of
Oiveto) with one battalion; a counter-attack is in progress. Here too

eneny pressure is expected to increase.

This position nust be held as | ong as possible, as north of Aiveto the
terrain becones nore and nmore unfavourable on account of the nmany
opportunities for by passing our demolitions. Should eneny attacks
threaten us with severe | osses, here too the front will at first be

wi thdrawn to Cal abritto.

Pot enza.:

The day before yesterday a battalion consisting of 100 nmen from Para
Regt 3 was in action here. The unit was attacked by superior forces,
t hough, considering the eneny advance as a whole, this does not

necessarily indicate that he is stronger here than at other points.

According to the norning reports, the eneny has not advanced any further

north fromPotenza in the direction of Atella. What demplitions 1 Para
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Div has carried out on the Potenza - Atella road is still uncertain.

Information i s being obtained.

It appears that one eneny battalion at nobst has advanced north-west from
Potenza, and that there has been no eneny attack against Regt 71 in this

area.

Ef fective denplitions have been carried out on the Potenza - Miro road.
Here too resistance nust take the formof a delaying action as far

forward as possible without incurring heavy casualties.

Forward |line of 1 Para Div:

M 25 (boundary with 29 Pz Gen Div) - M52 - M70 - M73 - M92 (Atella

- Forenza - rd jct ESE Spinazzola - Mnervino - Margherita di Savoia.)

Further data on our own situation and on that of the eneny are | acking
for the sector of this division. The General Comrandi ng has proceeded

there to obtain a picture of the situation. As soon as the positionis

clarified I will report by tel ephone.
During the next few days the Division will reach the Foggia area, which
is especially unfavourable for Para Div 1 with its weak forces. 1In the

event of eneny pressure here becom ng nore severe, the Division wll
have to be withdrawmn to the 0 1 - line. Every effort will be nmade
however to delay an advance in the direction of Foggia as |long as

possi bl e.

The problems of the whole conduct of battle in the Corps Conmand are the

difficulty of covering an area of this size with insufficient forces and

the lack of explosives. Up to the present tinme no explosives have
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arrived. Unfortunately during the past days many denolition projects

have had to be deferred owing to this |ack

Vital units of the Corps are tied down with 26 Pz Div at the point of
main effort on the right wing. For this reason the operations of 29 Pz

Gren Div and 1 Para Div can only be carried on from hand to nout h.

Several defence |ines have been planned, which altogether can be held
for two days at the outside, as we cannot prevent the eneny, |led by

Italians, fromusing the nountain roads to by-pass our positions.

The subsequent defence |line, which we hope to hold until 24 Sep, is:

4 km NWF 83 - F 107 - F 156 - M15 - M24 - C92. (4 km NW Acerno - rd
jct E Calabritto - rd jct N Pescopagano - Reference point 3805 (situated
where an imaginary |ine from Pescopagano to Melfi would cross the river

Ofanto) - Melfi - Margherita di Savoia.)

Efforts will be nmade to continue resistance in the outpost area |ong

enough to delay the occupation of Iine O at |east until 27 or 28 Sep

On the left wing of 26 Pz Div this will not be easy, as the eneny has
al ready worked forward 10 - 15 kmtowards line 0. 1In spite of this, we

hope that operations will proceed according to plan.

Luf twaf fe support:

It is difficult, with the slow wireless service, to give the Luftwaffe
definite targets. It is therefore generally necessary to use fighter

bonbers seeking their own targets.

Special relief would be afforded to the divisions if the noving up of

reinforcenments to the focal points could be del ayed. | have
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particularly in mnd the roads which lead fromF 74 to F 83; fromF 75
to F 120; and from F162 to F 112. (Battipaglia - Acerno - ry line from

Eboli halfway to Contursi - Auletta - Contursi.).

As the fighting advances, our available air strength woul d have to be

used on the northern stretches of these roads.

It would al so be necessary for our air reconnai ssance to report
| arge-scal e enenmy novenents in good tinme, thus enabling the Luftwaffe to

take action. All air support of this nature will be a help

Suppli es.

Besi des the | ack of explosives the shortage of fuel is becom ng

unpl easantly obvi ous.

At the present time 26 Pz Div has .9 units (VS). 100 cbmare in
transport. Thus the Division would have 1.9 units; 29 Div has

1.8 units.

Sooner or later the divisions nust have nore fuel, in order that troop

novenents may not be handi capped, as has al ready happened in sone cases.

The main cause of the trouble is the shortage of transport. The

transport situation at the present tine is as foll ows:

Cor ps troops 63 Tons
29 Pz Gren Div 150 tons
26 Pz Div 150 - 200 tons
1 Para Div 40 tons
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Wth this small amount of transport the supply service can only be
carried on with the greatest difficulty. 1In addition casualties in the
transport columms are continually occurring as a result of air attacks.
Unfortunately in Southern Italy only Italian infantry divisions with
little transport were enployed. Thus there has been no perceptible

i mprovenment in the nmotor vehicle situation through seizure of Italian

transport, | osses neanwhil e having far exceeded seizures.

The divisions enployed in the Naples area and north are nuch nore
favourably placed in every way. Since it has not been necessary for
these divisions to carry out any major novenents, they have had tine to
strengt hen thensel ves fundanental ly by seizure of Italian fuel and

transport.

In my opinion, if the divisions of 76 Corps are not to go to pieces
conpletely during the course of further novenents, the Arnmy nust help

t hem by sending replacements. 29 Pz Gren Div was always badly off as
regards transport. Thus the condition of the vehicles has led to a high
per cent age of breakdowns. The Division was only able to stand these

because of its steadily decreasing fighting strength.

The danger exists that in this division the |last of the old experienced
conmbat veterans who are so indispensable for the rejuvenation of a
formation will be lost. Herein lies General Fries' greatest anxiety,

which is fully justified.

1900 hrs.

Unfortunately the situation at Oiveto has so devel oped that the

positions held today can no | onger be held tonmorrow w thout incurring

heavy casualties. Since mdday the eneny has been receiving
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reinforcements fromthe Sout h-East, and has forced the battle group to

use its reserves.

In the mddle sector the battle group was able to repul se an attack

Intense artillery and nmortar fire on the front and behind the Iines

i ndicate that the eneny's heavy weapons are in position. W shal
therefore withdraw to the general line F 109 - F 124. (Senerchia - 4 km
NE Contursi) Wth this novenment the battle group will reach the

unfavourabl e terrain

During the afternoon the eneny still did not feel his way forward before
the left battle group of 29 Pz Gren Div. According to the report of

1 Para Div he appears to have swung north-east from Potenza, the road

| eadi ng north having been thoroughly destroyed. ©On 23 Sep 43 the line
of 1 Para Div will run: M5 - M24 - C 92 (Atella - Melfi - Margherita
di Savoia), the result being that only weak forces will be engaged on
the left wing. Para Regt 4 is for the present being held as corps

reserve behind the right w ng.

The fighting strength of 1 Para Div is altogether about 1300 nen.
According to an estimate of enenmy strength this afternoon, it appears
very doubtful whether line O can be held until 30 Sep. (Salerno -

Bovi no - Manfredonia).

In view of the reduced fighting strength of the divisions, the danger
exists, that with the increased eneny pressure, especially on the inner
wings of 26 Pz Div and 29 Pz Div, it may be necessary to accelerate the

wi t hdr awal .

Natural ly everything possible will be done by the Corps to delay the

eneny advance.
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Summary: Qur chief sources of anxiety are the Acerno area and the area

north of Contursi.

(Si gned: RUNKEL)

145 Report No. 18



A O K. 10, Ops 23 Sep 43

No 331/43. 8 Copi es

Ref :

(Copy No 2)

Suppl enent _to Arny Order No. 3

Cooperation with Fl ak Bde 22.

The foll owi ng orders concerning cooperation with Flak Bde 22 suppl enent

Arny Order No 3:

1) Fl ak Bde 22 is instructed to act in closest cooperation with
A. O K. 10.

2) The following units will work together under command of the
Bri gade:

Fl ak Regt 57 (13 heavy, 1 nmedium 4 |ight batteries) with
14 Cor ps.

Fl ak Regt 135 (10 heavy, 2 nmedium 2 light batteries) with
76 Cor ps.

Fl ak Group Pachaly (4 heavy, 3 light batteries) with 1 Para Div.

Corps Commands and 1 Para Div will informflak units directly of any
speci al w shes they may have regardi ng enpl oynent of flak. Flak
commanders are instructed to accede to the wi shes of the Arny or to

refer the question to 22 Flak Bde for decision.
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Operations of Arny flak units are to be coordinated with the comm tnents
of Luftwaffe Flak. The greatest possible effectiveness nust be achieved

by all anti-aircraft units through well-planned operations.

Si ghed HUBE

Di stri bution:

As for Arnmy Order No. 3

Checked for accuracy:

BERLI N

Lt Col G S.
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APPENDI X " F"

No 331/43 A. O K. 10
18 Sep 43

8 Copi es

Copy No. 2

Thi s docunment has been prepared in

accordance with security regul ations.

Arny Order No. 3

1) Eneny forces landed in the Gulf of Salerno did not achieve their

obj ective, which was to cut off and to destroy the German forces in
southern Italy. On the contrary he was thrown back by our troops to a

narrow strip of coast and suffered heavy casualties.

In Apulia the eneny linmted his operations to securing a firmhold on
Taranto and feeling his way in a north-westerly direction with small

det achnent s.

Fresh convoys reaching the Sal erno area indicate a considerable
strengthening of the eneny forces in that locality within the next few
days. Increasing pressure by 8 Brit Arnmy, whose advance el ements have

reached Sala Consiline, is to be expected.

2) 10 Arny is conmmencing a new operation. For this purpose is wthdraw ng
fromthe battle in the Salerno area. Wth 14 Corps renmining on the
whole in its former position, the left wing of the Army (76 Corps) is

wheel i ng back in a delaying action through the line Salerno - Potenza -
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3)

4)

Altamura (V) to a first line of defence, Salerno - Bovino -

Manfredonia (O).

The line Ois to be held until about 30 Sep

Boundary line (!:100,000) from 1800 hrs 21 Sep:

14 Corps and 76 Corps: M Stella - Capreccaro - Arienzo - S. Felice
(these localities to be occupied by 14 Corps) - Tenafro (76 Corps).
Tactical liaison to be established jointly by the two corps at

Bar oni ssi .

Battle Orders:

14 Corps, with no changes in its order of battle, will guard agai nst

possi bl e enenmy landings in the Gulf of Naples; endeavour to establish a

conti nuous defence line from Castellanmare to Sal erno; and prevent an

eneny advance from Sal erno north or north-west by deterni ned defensive

acti on.

The objects of this plan are to enable 76 Corps to carry out its

wi t hdrawal novenents according to plan and to prevent any effective

eneny action fromthe direction of either Salerno or the Gulf of Naples,

especi ally against the area south of Avellino.

Upon arrival 26 Pz Div will again be under command of 14 Corps. It wll

be quartered in the Maddal oni area in such a manner that it can be
committed in the direction of either the Gulf of Naples or Sal erno.
Actual commitnment will require previous approval by A O K. 10, but

practical possibilities are to be explored.
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5)

6)

76 Corps, with 1 Para Div under its command as of 1200 hrs 19 Sep, is
wi t hdrawing in a delaying action over the line (V) Salerno - Eboli -
Potenza - Altamura to the defence line (O Salerno - Bovine -
Manfredonia. The centre of gravity of the operation |lies on the right
wi ng of the Corps. Adequate reserves will be held here in readiness,
and reconnai ssance of the positions to be occupied will begin

i medi ately.

16 Pz Div will be taken out of the front line in such a way as to ensure

its arrival in the Maddal oni area in the early norning of 21 Sep.

Re- groupi ng of fornmations:

a) During the course of the withdrawal the elenments of 1 Para Div now
with 76 Corps will rejoin their division.
b) Reinforced 2 Bn Regt 67 will remain with 14 Corps for the tinme

bei ng; arrangenents are being made for the Battalion to rejoin

26 Pz Div on reaching the defence Iine ( ) Salorno - Manfredonia.

c) 3 Bn Para Regt 1 to remain with 14 Corps for the present.

| nt ended tinetabl e:

Ni ght 17/18 Sep: 14 Corps: No change.

76 Cor ps: Wt hdrawal to the general line

Mont ecorvino - Altavilla.

1 Para Div: W thdrawal to Altanura.

Ni ght 18/ 19 Sep: 14 Corps: No change.
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7)

76 Cor ps: Wthdrawal to |ine V.

Ni ght 21/22 Sep: 14 and 76 Corps: Gradual withdrawal to line O

The tactical junction point of Baronissi nust be occupied not later than
the early norning of 21 Sep. The boundary between the two Corps will be
protected by a battle group consisting of one reinforced battalion

furni shed by 14 Corps until 2 Bn Regt 67 has rejoined 76 Corps; by

76 Corps thereafter

Li ai son officers will be exchanged by the divisions form ng the

adj oi ni ng wi ngs.

Denolitions:

During the withdrawal all roads and traffic lines are to be lastingly
destroyed and mned in great depth. Road junctions in the Sal erno,
S. Angel o, La Toppa area and the coastal road and railway |line on the

Adriatic constitute focal points.

All factories of mlitary inportance (a special order on the subject of
"inportance" will follow); signal installations including wreless
stations; and all non-renpval equi pnent and supplies of nmilitary

i mportance are to be destroyed. Destruction of the Apulia Aqueducts is

to be assured and will be carried out inmediately in areas already
evacuat ed.
Cor ps commanders will be responsible for the carrying out of

denolitions.

Al'l engineers are now to be used for demplition work and not for
infantry fighting.
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Signal officers are to be enployed for denolition of signal

install ati ons.

8) Engi neers:

Under command of:

Arny Eng Condr: Constr Bn 432 for road repairs.

76 Cor ps: Fortress Eng Staff 16
Constr Bn 430
5 P1 Local Constr Coy 9
Drilling Coy 77

9) Reconnai ssance and construction work on line B will be carried out by
Eng Comdr Sout hern Conmand (Col Wagner), with Coastal Defence Staff South

(Col Messerschm dt) under his command.

10) Mul es wi Il be conmandeered extensively for future operations and will be

taken back to the defence zones concerned i nmedi ately.

11) Par ki ng Zones:

a) New par ki ng zones are assigned as foll ows:

14 Corps: 15 Pz Gren Div, 16 Pz Div, Herman Coring Pz Div and
29 Pz Gen Div in area Guarchino - Areoli - Guidoni -

Pal estrina - Anagni.

76 Corps: 26 Pz Div and 1 Para Div in area |'Aquila - Borbona -

Rieti - Sassa.

152 Report No. 18



b) Shifting of parking zones to begin at once.

12) On 21 Sep the following reports will be made:

a) I ntended di sposition of forces in lines 1 and 2.

b) Intended Tac H. Q's of the Corps.

13) Airforce 2 is requested:

1) Wth its fighting elenents, to carry out the follow ng

battl e and reconnai ssance tasks:

a) Support of 14 Corps in defence of Sal erno.
b) Del ayi ng the approach of 8 Brit Arny.
c) Support of 76 Corps in its wthdrawal operations.

1) Wth its anti-aircraft elenments (in closest cooperation with the

various arny headquarters) to protect:

a) Troop novenents.

b) Main traffic centres.

Re- organi zation for this purpose is proceeding; pertinent

information will be forwarded to the Corps Conmanders.

14) Tac HQ A O K 10 frommnm dday of 20 Sep at km 88, 17 km north of
Caserta.
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15) For special orders for Signal units see Appendi x 2.

(Note: No avail able)

2 Appendices

v. Vietingoff

Di stribution:

Cor ps Commands and formations

directly under A O K. 10.
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APPENDI X " G’

A.O K 10 Sec Ops 22 Sep 43
No 329/ 43 Secret

18 Copi es
(Copy 14)

EXPLO TATI ON OF I TALY FOR THE FURTHER CONDUCT OF THE WAR

Italy's betrayal enables us fromnow on to make the fullest and nost
drastic use of this country too for the further prosecution of the German
cause. Thus it is inportant that the followi ng orders be carried out with the
ut nost speed, before we are forced to relinquish nore Italian territory on

operational grounds.

A. Per sonnel Section

1. Extensive use is to be nade of the Italian nmale population for further

mlitary and econom c purposes.

2. Wth this object in viewthe following orders will cone into effect:

a) Use of Italian officers and nen who are prepared to continue

fighting voluntarily on the German side.

Internnent of all conplete Italian formations that have been

fighting against us (App 1).

b) I mpressnment of Italian civilians by Italian authorities for

construction battalions. (App 2).
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c) I npressnment of Italian specialized workers and conplete units of

i ndustrial personnel. (App 3).

The following officers are responsible for procurenment operations:

a) The German Commandant of Rone in the area between the |ine Gaeta -

Termoli and the line Pionmbino - Perugia - Porto Civitanova.

b) The corps commanders in the areas of their own commands

The prosecution of recruiting and conscription:

a) Special units are to be fornmed by the Corps commands for the

pur poses of recruiting and conscription

b) For the present, conscription, other than for personnel covered by
order 2.c), will be replaced by recruiting on a voluntary basis.
c) In recruiting, full propaganda use is to be nmade of the follow ng:

Transportation by the eneny of Italian workers fromSicily to
Africa; the inpossibility of quickly recreating opportunities for
work in plants located in the destroyed battle zones; deval uation

of the lira in eneny-occupied territory.

Wth the command of A.O K. 10 the following orders are to be put into

ef f ect

a) Personnel of Nenbo Div are to be absorbed by 1 Para Div.
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b)

c)

Al l

but

Extensive use is to be nade of Italian drivers, nechanics,
fitters, etc., in order that German soldiers may be freed for

fighting.

Cor ps commanders and Arny engi neer commanders are to bring the

construction detachnents up to full strength, plus 20%  for

repl acenent of casualties, by recruiting Italian soldiers and

civilians.

In the engineer battalions each Italian construction conpany is to

consi st of about 200 nmen and is to be provided with a German
cadre. The construction conpanies are to be under Italian
foremen, but always under German supervision.

The nmethod of enploynent will be the sane as for German units.

Tool s and excavation material to be bought or confiscated |ocally.

Italian officers, other ranks and civilians who have been recruited,

are not required in AOK 10 as laid down in 5., are to be sent to

C.B.S. or to Army G oup B.

Transit canps and evacuati on:

a)

Transit canps near the entraining stations, and on | onger marches
at the road sides, are to be set up for the assenbling of Italian
personnel intended for evacuation and for | abour forces
conscripted as laid down in 2.c). Italians taken prisoner as laid
down in 2.a) Para 2 are to be taken to PWcanps. They are to be

kept strictly segregated from Angl o- Ameri can PW s.
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8.

b)

c)

d)

Supplies:

b)

c)

A police battalion will be sent to H Q 14 Corps for guarding
Italian prisoners and inpressed | abour while in canp and during

transport.

Until the arrival of this unit, Local Defence Bn 676, Naples, is

to be noved up.

Transport is to be arranged by the corps conmanders; for Naples
area with the outpost section of the Chief German Transport
Oficer (G S. Mjor Fintelnmann, Cassino), for Foggia area with
Det rai ni ng Conmi ssioner 46 (Mjor Kuehlw nd, Foggia). Transport

arrangenents to be reported in good tine.

Escort personnel for transport are to be furnished by the corps
commands. After fulfilling their mission, they are to return

i medi ately. Apart fromthis, 14 Corps will nmove up Repl acenent
Training Bn for Special Duty 222; 76 Corps will nove up the

Per sonnel Repl acenent Transfer Battalion which is arriving at

Cassino on 22 Sep.

Italian arnmy personnel continuing to fight on the German side as
laid down in 2.a) are to be supplied in every respect according to

the scales in force for German personnel.

Italian arny personnel who have been taken prisoner will be

treated as laid down in orders for PWs.

On recruitnment, the category referred to in 1.b) nay receive as

recruiting bonus a nmaxi nrum sum of 350 lire.
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10.

11.

On reporting for service with the field forces, the nen in this
category will receive scale Ill rations, and the | owest rate of
pay (8 lire per day). Forenmen (capi), may receive a daily paynent

up to 20 lire according to their useful ness.

| mpressed | abour as laid down in 2.c) will also receive scale |11
rations during their stay in the assenbly canps. Wen enpl oyed

they will be paid according to their performance.

All those to be nmoved by rail rare to be issued with 3 days’

scale Il rations for the journey.

d) In assenbling rations as laid dowmn in c), Italian supplies are to

be seized freely.

Excl usive of the units referred to in No 5. no Italian formation nay be

creat ed.

Reports:

On each Sunday, reports covering inpressed personnel as laid down in
No. 2., subdivided into a), b) and c) as of Saturday noon, are to be

handed i n.

A special order is being issued on the general inpressnent of those fit

for active service in the command of A O K. 10.

b. Econoni ¢ _Section

Confiscation of Goods in short Supply.
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Confiscati on commands and one technical battalion (WE. K. 3 and 4,
T.B. 13) will be set up in the arny zone. Their purpose will be
confiscation of Italian goods of all sorts in the arnmy zone; their
transportation to the zone of the interior, as well as the guarding of

the nost inportant technical installations of Italian industry.

Until these arrive, the corps commands are to set up tenporary economc

confiscation staffs.

Tasks:

a. Sei zure and guarding of all raw materials and ot her goods of
econom c i nportance to Germany (see App 4).

b. Renmoval of goods seized in priority order shown in appendix 4,
with due regard to the | abour and transport avail abl e.

The econom c seizures staffs of the corps commands will be advised in

the carrying out of their tasks by the Railway O ficer at A O K 10,

Capt ai n Buettner.

For the rempval of goods to Germany, ltalian forced | abour is to be nade

free use of in cooperation with the local Italian civilian authorities.

Application for transport space is to be made to the corps commands, and

if these have none, to A O K 10 Executive Staff QMG , who will have
space avail able which is not required for supplies and transport of

mlitary material .

Application for rail transport is to be made to Chief German Transport

Officer for the Qutlying Posts in Italy (G S. Mjor Fintel mann,

Cassino), or to Detraining Comm ssioner 46 (Mjor Kuehlw nd, Foggia).
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At the sane time the special representatives of the German M nistry of
Armaments and Munitions are to assist as nuch as possible by placing
transport space at the disposal of corps conmanders and the Executive

Staff QMG

Al l goods which cannot be renoved owi ng to shortage of transport, but
whi ch can be used by the troops wi thout burdening them unnecessarily,
are to be issued (e.g., tires, spare parts, anmunition, food, |uxuries,
clothing, etc.); otherwise (and this includes food dunps) they are to be

thoroughly destroyed before evacuation of the area.

For A . O K. 10
Chi ef of the General Staff

VENTZELL

4 Appendi ces

Di stri bution:

Commanders of Corps and Divisions.
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1)

2)

App 1 to A.O K 10 Ops
No 329/ 43 Secret

22 Sep 43

Possibilities of enploynment of ltalian officers and nen who are prepared

to continue fighting voluntarily on the Gernan_ Si de

The followi ng possibilities of enploynment exist for Italian officers and

men who are prepared to continue fighting voluntarily on the German

si de:

a) Enploynment in militia formations on further instructions of Reichs
Leader of SS troops; in Italy as police forces; outside Italy for
fighting guerillas. The latter use nmay be specially considered
when the Italian units concerned have honestly fought with us
agai nst the guerillas, as for exanple in Istria.

b) Enmpl oyment as construction battalions with the three arns of the
Wehr macht .

C) Enpl oyment as auxiliaries with our own troops, if they are

speci ally needed, as for exanmple drivers, fitters, mechanics etc.
But this is only to apply where sufficient German forces are

avai l abl e to exclude all danger from such enpl oynent.

Enmpl oyment according to the principles laid down in No 1 is in no case
perm ssible in areas where the population is of German origin, or in

Croatia or Al bania.

Troops that have fought against us, and now, influenced by the

i beration of the Duce, declare thenselves ready to fight for Germany,
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have no claimto further enploynent. They are all to be taken prisoner

and used as | abour in the Reich.

The Italian railway endi neers who have been taken prisoner wll be

assenbled in the canps. Special orders regarding their enploynent are

bei ng i ssued.
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1)

2)

3)

App 2 to AO K 10 Ops
No 329/ 43 Secret
22 Sep 43

Formation of Italian | abour groups

O.B.S. orders the Italian civilian authorities to call up imediately
those in the age-groups 1910 - 25, and to assenble themin units of one

hundr ed.

Al t oget her 120 | abour groups, each consisting of 500 men will be forned.
This order is to be put into effect by 30 Sep. In A O K 10

i npressnents will take place only in the Naples area for the present;
they will be effectuated by the prefect of that city; transport to the
prepared canp will be arranged by H Q 14 Corps through the town

Commandant of Naples in cooperation with the Prefect.

Orders regardi ng assi gnment of the |abour groups will be issued when the
report of the Italian authorities has been received, giving the place of
assenbly and stating that organization has been conpleted. Enploynent
of | abour groups after assignnment nust take place in such a way that
they can be noved back fromthe battle zone in good tinme in case of

eneny action.

Boundary |line for withdrawal novenent to "Bernhardt" position

(1 : 200,000) Effective from 1800 hrs 27 Sep: F 37 - F 35 (76 Corps) -
F 15 (14 Corps) - R 155 (14) - R 120 (14) - L 65 (14) - W 124 (14).

(S. Mango Piemonte - rd and rly jct 3 mnorth of Baronissi - Mnteforte
- rdand rly jct 2 msouth of Airola - rd bridge over Volturno 5 m east

of Caiazzo - rd and rly jct 5 mwest of Langano.)
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4)

5)

Battl e orders:

14 Corps will withdraw by sectors to "Bernhardt", fighting a delaying
action and warding off attenpted eneny | andings in the fornmer coastal
sector. On reaching "Bernhardt” 16 Pz Div will deploy in Aquino -

Frosi none area prepared for quick action agai nst possible eneny |andings

int he area west of Gaeta or in the Rone area.

76 Corps will withdraw to "Bernhardt” via the internmedi ate positions,
fighting a delaying action. In so doing it is inportant that, by
bl ocking the defiles | eading fromthe nountains in good tinme and

t horoughl y destroying the coastal roads, an envel opi ng advance of

8 Brit Arny be prevented. On occupying "Viktor" line during w thdrawal
to "Bernhardt”, 29 Pz Gren Div (less Eng Bn) will be released fromthe
front and deployed in the area south-east of Ronme, where it will be at

the disposal of OB.S. A liaison officer is to be sent to OB.S. in

good tine.

Eng Bn 29 Pz Div will be withdrawn fromthe front Iine only after

reachi ng "Bernhardt".

Carrving out of withdrawal npvenent:

For defence lines see tracing. Tracing attached to Army Order No 3 is

to be destroyed.

Time gui de for withdrawal novenents:

"Ant on" position taken up early on 28 Sep. COccupation of tactical
contact point 27 Sep 1900 hrs. "Anton" will be held until about 3 Cct.
Wt hdrawal from "Anton" to "Viktor" in such a way that "Viktor" can be

held until if possible 15 Cct.
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6)

To ensure uniformty in the withdrawal of the two corps, the Arny is to
be informed of intended withdrawal operations in good tinme, so that it
can deternmine the withdrawal tinme after co-ordinating the novenents of

the two corps.

Contact and joint conduct of battle along the corps dividing Iine nust

be definitely assured.

Orders giving tinmes for occupying main contact points will be issued at

the appropriate tine by A O K

Dead lines for internediate points are to be determned by directly

adj acent units.

a) Bef ore begi nning a withdrawal novenent the next tactical contact

point in rear is to be occupied and secured by both Corps H Q's.

b) Co-ordi nati on of the w thdrawal nmovement nust be definitely
assured by the liaison officers between Hermann Goering Pz Div and

26 Pz Div.

During the next days the eneny must not be allowed, after
capturing the Avellino road, to push forward to the Marigliano
area with stronger forces, as this would nmake it possible for him
to turn the "Anton" position and to harass our withdrawal to the

"“Anni " position.

Traffic instructions:

The road section R 94 - L 62 (mll of S. Angelo - Longano) is at the
di sposal of 76 Corps for its troop novenents, independent of tactica

boundary lines. 76 Corps has the right of way over this section
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7) G ouping of formations:

The following units are to be returned to their divisions or commands:

a) By 14 Corps:
On reaching "Anni": Al units of 3 Pz Gren Div Recce Bn 103 and
2 Coy Eng 3).
On reaching "Viktor": All elenments of the Navy fromthe Naples
area.
Al l personnel of the signal detachnent not bel onging to 14 Corps.
3 Bn Para Regt 1.
2 Coy Eng 3 is to be sent to Maj CGen Bessel, Cassino (if orders to
this effort have not already been issued by OB.S.)
Recce Bn 103.
b) By 76 Corps:
On reaching "Viktor":
Al'l elenments of 16 Pz Div
Eng Coy Eng 33 will be at the disposal of Arny Eng
Conmander .
8) "Bernhardt" will be determ ned by O B.S. and devel oped as a |ine of

def ence. Di vi si onal reconnai ssance staffs are to be left there and
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9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

gradual ly increased, and will support the construction staff (from

27 Sep, Maj GCen Bessel).

Denplitions:

Directions previously given for denolitions remain in force. Salerno -

Avel lino road and roads | eading west to the Naples are to be destroyed

wi th special thoroughness by concentrated enpl oynent of engineers.

Road di scipline:

Special attention is drawn to A O K 10/Ops No 1278/ 43, secret, dated
25 Sep 43.

Road nmi nt enance

The various corps headquarters are responsi ble for maintenance of roads
and bridges south of the line Arce - Cervaso - Cajazzo - Riggia -
Termoli (villages excluded). North of this line Arnmy Eng Commander is

responsi bl e.

The following are to e reported:

a) On 29 Sep, by the various corps headquarters, intended wthdrawa
operations and di sposition of forces in the individual |ines.
b) The dispatch of units in accordance with 7.

Co-operation with the Air Force as before.

The next A O K. 10 Headquarters will be Pozzilli, N.N.E of Venafro

Cor ps Headquarters will be infornmed of tinme of renoval.
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1 Appendi x

Checked by:

BERLI N
Lt Col G S
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App 3 to AO K 10 Ops
No 329/ 43 Secret

22 Sep 43

| npressnent _of specialized ltalian workers in conplete units of

personne

1) The Fuehrer has ordered the total renoval of all armanent, technical and

speci al i zed workers.

On the area of 10 Arny this neasure is for the present to be carried out

only in the Naples area.

2) To this end O.B.S. has issued the following orders to the Italian

M nister of the Interior:

a) "I'n view of the situation existing at the present tinme, ful
operation of the factories in the Naples area can no | onger be

guar ant eed.

b) Managers of plants having a pay-roll of nore than 50 persons are

to be ordered by public proclamation to apply to the prefect for

transportation of their workers as a unit. It possible the
personnel will be enployed as a unit.
Transport will be arranged in accordance with the instructions
whi ch the town commandant of Naples will give through the
prefect."”

3) In case of Italian refusal or hesitation, inpressnment of workers is to

be enforced by the nost drastic methods.
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4) 76 Corps will investigate and make preparations for renoval of the
speci ali zed workers fromthe Foggia area and will make a report on

probabl e transport requirenents.
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App 4 to A.O K 10 Ops
No 329/ 43 Secret
22 Sep 43

Install ations and factories in front of Defence Line B which nust be

evacuat ed.

(Evacuation list)

Traffic equipnent.

1) Rol I'i ng stock; | oconotives urgent.

2) Lorries, omi buses, passenger cars.

Signal _installations

German and ltalian two-strand field cables are to be dismantl ed w t hout

exception, and converted to our own use.

Armanent works and factories of mlitary inportance.

1) Al f a- Romeo, Napl es Ponigliano

2) Silurificia Italiano, Baia (near Naples)

3) O. S.A R Naples

4) Sinterna, Posilippe (Parodi Delfino)
5) Ansal do, Pozzuol
6) Arny arsenal, Naples
7) Naval meccani a and Benzini, Castellanmare di Stabia
8) Cantiere netallurgica Italiana, Castellamare di Stabia
9) Naval dockyards, Naples
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10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)

Seni b, Napl es

Ri ccardi Bros, Torre Annunzieta, Vesuvius

Ettore Flour, Naples

Sal vat ore Bread, Napl es

Soci ety Meridional e Azot o, Bagnol

Cheni cal Industries Dr Saronia, Mlignano, (near Foggi a)

Mont ecati ni Sul phuric acid Works, Naples

Mont ecati ni Synt hetic Anmoni a Works, Bagnol

Capua Pyretechnic Wirks. This works to be dismantl ed conpl ete

with all machinery and installations.

Evacuation priority is to be given to:

a)

b)

d)

e)

Modern machi ne tools with individual drive.
Hori zontal drills, gauge drilling apparatus, grinding
machi nes other than sinple grinding trestles, large |athes
and revol ver lathes, single and nultiple automatic spindles,
large mlling machines (size of table 350 x 1000 mm and

over)

Measuring tools and neasuring machi nes (Zeiss, Leitz, Mahr, etc.)
but not: Slide rules, parallel rules, Touchier-plates, toot

rules, set and try squares.

Cable in rolls only, generators, but not: Switches, bulbs, fuses,

etc.

Bal | beari ngs.

Tool s:  Turning gouges, mlling machine, twist-drills,
wormdrills, saw-blades. Especially inportant: tools nade of

hard netals or rapid-process steel
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f)

g9)

h)

k)

Leat her belting and V-type belting.
Hi gh-grade steel alloys, as far as can be ascertai ned.
Rapi d- process steel, V,A-steel and sheeting, high

tenperature resistant chrone-vanadi um st eel

Non-ferrous netals:

Copper, tin, lead, brass, bronze.

Signal equipnent if it can be safely packed:

Tel etype and tel ephone apparat us.

O fice equipnent:

Typewiters, adding nachi nes, accounting machi nes.

Speci al appar at us:

Rectifiers, transfornmers, catalyzers in sul phuric acid and

nitric acid plants, but not: Mdtors, generators,

conponents.

Fur naces:
El ectrical l y-heated and gas-heated furnaces, if
transportable; that is, hardening furnaces, salt

cruci ble furnaces, muffle furnaces.
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APPENDI X " H'

A. O K. 10 Sec Ops 26 Sep 1943
No 374/ 43 7 Copi es
(Copy 2)

Thi s docunment has been prepared and

distributed in accordance with security regul ations.

1)

ARMY ORDER NO 4

5 Amer Arny has failed to break through our lines and to disturb our

wi t hdrawal operations.

8 Brit Arny has been held up to a great extent by extensive road
denolitions, and apparently intends to advance along the Adriatic coast

with the nmass of its forces.

It nmust be expected that the eneny will attack again with 5 Amer Arny
(whi ch has nmeanwhi |l e been reinforced and depl oyed for action) and

8 Brit Arnmy, in an effort to envelop 10 Army by breaking through from
both coasts. At the same tine |and operations agai nst both flanks may

be expected.

After capturing the Salerno - Avellino road, the eneny forces opposite
our right wing will at first try to envelop the internedi ate positions
of 14 Corps by noving powerful forces through Monteforte or Arienzo,
whil e those opposite our left wing will try to reach the defiles |eading
out of the nountains west of Foggia ahead of our own formations by

throwi ng forward nobil e detachnents.
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2)

Pl ans of the Arny and conduct of operations:

During the course of the next weeks 10 Arny will withdraw to the defence
line "Bernhardt" in a delaying action. For nmlitary and economc
reasons it is inmportant that the w thdrawal operations be conpleted as
slowy as possible, without thereby seriously inpairing the fighting

strength of the Arny.

Wthin the limts of the delaying action, every opportunity is to be
taken of destroying eneny forces that have pushed ahead incautiously,
and of inflicting heavy | osses through action of conbined arns.

Wt hdrawal to the individual defence |lines and the del aying action

bet ween them are dependent on the eneny advance.

W t hdrawal movenents nust only take place as a result of overwhel m ng
eneny pressure or of heavy | osses caused by intense artillery fire. The
practice is to be followed of intensifying our own artillery fire
shortly before withdrawal, and of posting rearguards well supplied with

ammunition to screen the w thdrawal novenent.

In addition the Arny is form ng new reserves by withdrawing 16 Pz Div

and 29 Pz Gen Div fromthe front.
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Position on 9 Cct 43

APPENDI X " 1"

ORDER OF BATTLE OF THE LARGE FORMATI ONS OF 10TH ARMY

(LNCLUDI NG TROOPS ATTACHED FROM GENERAL HEADQUARTERS POQL)

2 Bn Arny Sig Regt

1 Bn S.S. Police Regt

PW Tr anspor t
Rai | way Constr
Bri dgi ng Col um 29
Constr

GENERAL OF ENG NEERS AT O. B. S.

Fortress Eng Staff

Sect or

Escort

Bn 432 (new)

Group |/ Fort

App 410, War Diary A O K

No 328/ 43, Secret

18 Copi es (Copy No 18)

A.O K 10

512

20 (less 3 Coy)

Bn Minst er

Bn 12

( GENERAL BESSEL AND STAFF)

16

Eng 16

Rock-drilling Coy 88

Constr

1 Coy Local Constr

H Q Eng Regt 543

Sect or

Goup |1/ Fort

Bn 433 (less 2 Coy)

Bn 9

Eng 16
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Rock drilling coy 77
2 Coy Constr Bn 433
5 Coy Local Constr Bn 9

Course for Engi neer Junior Leaders (Thorn)

Demolition Group Fel dernhall e (Rademacher)

76 Corps

Corps Sig Bn 76

Arny Flak Bn 302 (new, |ess 1 Coy)

Constr Bn 430

Arty Regt Staff for Special Enploynment 553
Heavy Arty Bn 764 (17 cm cannon)

Heavy Arty Bn 450(heavy field howtzers)
Projector Regt 56 (less 1 Bn)

Staff Arty Comdr 476

65 Inf Dv

Gren Regt 145
Gren Regt 146
Arty Regt 165
Recce Bn 165
Anti - Tank Bn 165
Eng Bn 165

Sig Bn 165

1 Para Div

Para Regt 1
Para Regt 3
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Para Regt 4

Para MG Bn 1

1 and 2 Bns Para Arty Regt 1

Para Anti-Tank Bn 1

Para Eng Bn 1

Para Sig Bn 1

1 Coy Anti-tank Bn 90

Pz
Pz
Pz

29 Pz Gen Dv

Bn 129
Gren Regt 115
Gen Regt 71

Arty Regt 29

Pz

Recce Bn 129

Eng Bn 29

Sig Bn 29

Arny Flak Bn 313

Repl acenent Training Bn 29

Pz
Pz
Pz
Pz
Pz
Pz
Pz

26 Pz Div

Regt 26
Gren Regt 9
Gren Regt 67
Arty Regt 93
Recce Bn 26
Eng Bn 93
Sig Bn 93

Arny Flak Bn 304

Repl acenent Training Bn 93
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Pz Regt 2

Pz Gren Regt 64

Pz Gren Re
Pz Arty Re

gt
gt

79
16

Pz Recce Bn 16

Pz Eng Bn
Pz Sig Bn

Arny Flak Bn 274

16
16

16 Pz Div

Repl acenent Training Bn 16

Corps Sig Bn 60

Eng Bn 60
Fl ak Bn 50

1

1 Bn Projector

Staff Arty Condr 414

Gren Regt
Gren Regt
G en Regt
Arty Regt

Recce Bn 3

Anti - Tank Bn 305

Sig Bn 305

576
577
578
305
05

14 Corps

Regt 56

305 Inf Div

15 Pz G en Div
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Pz Bn 215

Pz Gren Regt 104
Pz Gren Regt 129
Arty Regt 33

Pz Recce Bn 33
Eng Bn 33

Sig Bn 33

Arny Flak Bn 312

Projector Regt 71 (less 2 Bn)

3 Pz Gen Div

Assault Gun Bn 103

Pz Gren Regt 29

Arty Regt 3 (less 1 Bty)
Pz Recce Bn 103

Eng Bn 3

Sign Bn 3

Arny Flak Bn 312

Her mnn Goring Pz Div

Speci al Service Bde H G
Pz Regt H R
Pz Gen Regt 1 H G
- 2 HG
Pz Arty Regt H G
Pz Recce Bn H G
Pz Eng Bn H G
Pz Sig Bn H G
Fl ak Regt H. G
1 Bn Flak Regt 49
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Pz Gren Regt 115
Pz Gren Bn Reggio
2 Bn Projector Regt 71
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APPENDI X ' J'

A.O K. 10, Sec Ops 4 Oct 1943

No 409/ 43 9 Copi es

Thi s docunent has been prepared in

accordance with security regul ations

ARMY ORDER NO 6

Preparations for taking up the "Bernhardt" position

A. Conduct of battle before and in the "Bernhardt" position

1. The object of the battle in the "Victor" lineis to gain tine for
construction of the "Bernhardt"” position, the noving up of fresh

troops, and the salvaging of inportant supplies.

Therefore the battle in "Viktor" is to be carried on nore

tenaci ously than ever. The line is to be held for the tinme being.

A withdrawal will only take place if a | arge-scale eneny attack is
clearly recognized as immnent. | definitely reserve to nyself

the right to issue the order for w thdrawal.

2. For the conduct of battle in a future withdrawal over "Barbara" to
"Bernhardt", the principles already |aid down hold good.
According to these, in sectors having favourable terrain, the
eneny nust be forced again and again to nmove up his artillery into

position and prepare it for action.
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In the "Barbara” line a protracted resistance should be offered

once nore.

The corps commands are responsi ble for obstacles and denolitions
as far as and including "Barbara"; after "Barbara" Maj Gen Besse

i s responsible.

On reaching "Barbara", the corps commands nmust be prepared to

assunme conmand of "Bernhardt”.
Orders will be given in good tinme for the subordi nati on under the
respective Corps Conmands of the construction and engi neer forces

enpl oyed there at the tine.

A DECI SI VE STAND 1S TO BE MADE ON THE "BERNHARDT LI NE."

The principles of the battle procedure nust be clearly recognized,
and the will to fight stubbornly, down to the last soldier in ny

army, nust domi nate.
Begi nning i medi ately, all ranks must use their entire energy to
make good the inroads in the fighting spirit of the troops which

are the inevitable result of a |long del aying action.

The objects of the "Bernhardt" position are:

a) To guard the central Italian region, with its great

significance fromthe mlitary and political standpoints.

b) If occasion arises to serve as a basis of operations for a

fresh of fensive.
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The point of main effort of the defence plan lies in the
nount ai ns val l eys. An outflanking of the valley positions
by the enemy is to be prevented by taking up positions and

stationing reserves on the adjoining heights on either side.

In the terrain lying between, the fighting efficiency of the
covering parties and reserves is to be maintained in such
degrees that every attenpted eneny penetration can be cut to

pi eces.

A flexible use of artillery, with strong concentration at

key points, play a decisive role.

A know edge of the enemy's fighting nmethods is essential for

t he determ nation of our own tactics.

Zones of command and sector boundaries int he "Bernhardt" position

l. 1. From5 Oct A O K 10 assunes command of the "Bernhardt"”

posi tion.

A O K 10 will be augnented by Maj Gen Bessel with the
staffs, engineer and construction units already enpl oyed

t here.

Maj Gen Bessel will still be responsible to ne for the
centralized direction of reconnai ssance and construction

wor k of the position.

The Corps Conmanders nmust go ahead with the details of
reconnai ssance and construction in closest cooperation with

Maj Gen Bessel, supporting himto the fullest extent.
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I ndi vi dual groups fromregi nents, battalions and conpani es

are to be sent back in good tine to set up the position.

The foll owi ng dispositions have been decided on for the

occupati on of "Bernhardt".

Right: 14 Corps:

15 Pz Gren Div right
3 Pz Gen Div centre
305 Inf Div | eft
Left: 76 Corps
1 Para Div right

An infantry division

(identity no yet

deci ded on) left

(until it arrives, 16 Pz Div)
As A O K reserve:

16 Pz Div behind the Adriatic Wng.

(until arrival of the infantry division,

also Pz Div

26 Pz Div will then pass under the conmmand of O. B.S.

Sect or _boundari es:
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Boundary with O.B.S. (Hermann Goring Div): Terracina-M

della Fate - Ceccano.

Boundary between 14 and 76 Corps: About 3560-2852.

Maj Gen Bessel will determ ne the exact |ine.

1. Reconnai ssance _and construction

1. Reconnai ssance work on the "Bernhardt” line is to be
conpl eted as quickly as possible by Staff Bessel, assisted
by the divisional reconnaissance staffs, so that
construction work can be commenced everywhere in the

posi tion.

2. Directions for reconnai ssance and construction

THE MAI'N REQUI REMENTS FOR " BERNHARDT" ARE SECURI TY AGAI NST
MECHANI ZED ATTACK AND PROTECTI ON FROM CONCENTRATED DRUM FI RE
BY ENEMY ARTI LLERY

Means to this end:

General ly:

a) Everyt hi ng under ground.

b) Location of the nmain battle line on the rear slope, so
that to a great extent it will be out of effective

range of the eneny's artillery. Only advanced
outposts to be on the crest or the front slope of the

hei ghts. In the individual sectors, well canoufl aged
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d)

f)

observation and flank security is to be ensured by

artillery and heavy weapons.

On the coast, observed fire fromthe enenmy's nava
guns (bal l oon observation fromthe ships) nust be
elimnated. |In the coastal stretches there nust be

only dense nmine-fields commanded by gun-fire.

Artillery positions must be placed so that
concentrated fire can be directed on the eneny before
t he defence of the defiles. At the sane tine
positions nmust be chosen from which a swift change of
position can be guaranteed with the object of
concentrating the artillery fire in front of the point
of main effort of an eneny attack. 1In the territory

| yi ng between, nortars nust be used.

Al ternative enpl acenents with observati on posts nust
be prepared as a matter of routine for artillery and

heavy ar ns.

There nust al so be dummy install ations.

There nust be defence zones in the defil es; severa

positions protected by anti-tank ditches and
m nefields. Anti-tank ditches nmust be comanded by

flaking anti-tank guns.

Strong points nmust be protected by wire.
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g) See also: "Directions for position construction”, C
in-C of the Army/Army Gen Staff/Constr Bn (I1)
No 3500/ 43, dated 8 Sep 43.

In detail:

h) The points of main effort of the construction work lie
in the defiles at Cassino | eading to Avenzzano, and on

the Adriatic Coast.

i) In the territory lying between, all roads and
nul e-paths are to be thoroughly destroyed and m ned
natives famliar with the country being enpl oyed for

t he purpose.

k) In front of the position, the field of fire is to be

rut hl essly cl eared.

The | abour forces at present available for construction fal

far short of requirenents.

Any avail able troops (trains etc) are to be enpl oyed by the

corps comands.

Staff Bessel is to harness up the Italian civilian

popul ati on, using arnmed force where necessary. For the
present 2 Coy 20 Police Bn will be attached for the seizing

of Italian | abour.

The following units will be noved up to assist in the

reconnai ssance of "Bernhardt":
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V.

a) St af f Bessel : From5 Cct, Eng Regt Staff 543.
If possible this unit is to be

enpl oyed in the future sector of

76 Cor ps.
b) 14 Cor ps: Reconnai ssance staff of 3 Div.
Materi al .
a) O.B.S. renmins responsible for supplying "Bernhardt"

Wit h engi neering and construction equi prment.
Maj Gen Bessel is to keep in close touch with Chief

Eng O ficer at O B.S.

b) In addition seized Italian material is to be used
freely. A OK 10 is to report to Mar Gen Bessel from

tine to tinme on the material on hand.

Corps comands will see to it that newy arrived units no
used to battle conditions receive detailed instruction in

their future work fromqualified officers.

For mountain fighting, nmule and carrier colunmms are to be

formed; also for the newWy arrived units.

Luftwaffe

In future, Air Corps Il will support the defensive fighting

of the army. CQur own airforce will shortly be increased.

In future, Flak Bde 22 will continue to operate in closest

cooperation with the corps commands. Three new fl ak
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battalions wll

"Ber nhardt"”

V. Reports

be noved up for

enpl oynment in the

position in the sector of 76 Corps.

The following reports are to handed in by Staff Bessel

Di stri bution:

Cor ps Commuanders.

On 7 Cct,

100, 000 map.

On each Sunday,

a)

b)

c)

On a pendul um position map the nunber

the plan of the "Bernhardt"

pl anned installations.

The nunber of workers enployed in the individua

sectors.

Especi al |y urgent

191

mat eri al

begi nning 10 Cct:

requi renents.

line on the 1 :
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10 Arny

ORDER OF BATTLE

22 Oct 43

(Original Text and Transl ation)
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APPENDI X " L"

C-in-C. South

No.

1)

2)

3)

468/ 43 1 NOV 43

5 Copi es
(Copy 1)

Order for the conduct of the canpai gn

The eneny is attacking our intermediate positions with powerful forces.
It is expected that he will attack along the entire front, in order

first of all to gain possession of the Rone area. The centre of gravity
of eneny operations will probably lie, as before, in the sectors
favourable for conmitnment of arnoured units. But at the same tine the
possibility of eneny landings in strength towards the rear of the

Ber nhardt position, with the object of outflanking it, as well as in the
Rine area and to the north must be considered. |solated operations in
the interior (guerilla warfare) and the |anding of airborne troops are

to be expected.

For details see 1 Nov issue of: "Information concerning the eneny".

O B.S. will hold the central Italian area and prevent eneny |andings in
deep flank fromthe sea south of the line Pionbino - Civitanova, and

will hold the Island of Elba and guard the Island of Pianosa.

10 Arny (for conposition see App 1) will decisively defend the Bernhard

position and prevent eneny |andi ngs south of the |ine Terracina

(exclusive) - Civitanova harbour (inclusive).
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Construction in the Bernhard position does not yet nmeet requirenments.
It rmust therefore be continued by night and by day at high pressure by

the defence troops enpl oyed thereon, and be inproved ceasel essly.

The object is to create an inpregnable system of positions in depth, and
so to save Cerman bl ood. Leaders of all ranks nust never forget this

hi gh nmoral responsibility.

In order to gain tinme for further construction, the eneny nust be dealt
such a heavy bl ow when he first attacks the Bernhard position that a
long tinme must el apse before his troops are again fit for attack. For
this reason | authorise 3 Pz Gren Div and the artillery of Hernann
Goring Pz Div to remain at the front for the tine being, until 94 and
305 Inf Divs are conpletely organised for defence. A further order for

the withdrawal of 26 and 16 pz Divs will follow

The coastal defence on both sea-flanks nust be the object of specia
attention. In this connection it is inportant that strong points be
established which are well covered against fire fromnaval guns and air
attack, while at the sane tine controlling the | anding beaches with
their heavy arns. The concentrations of reserves provided for defence
agai nst eneny | andi ngs nmust |ikewi se be out of reach of shelling and
eneny bonbs. Furthernore the |ines of approach best protected agai nst
naval gun-fire are to be reconnoitred and determ ned. The

reconnai ssance still necessary for field construction of the coasta
defence is to be put under way forthwith. Results are to be reported.
Construction work is to be carried out by the |abour forces gradually

becom ng avail able at the front.

Wth reference to my order of 31 Oct, | again point out the necessity of

maki ng full effective use of all light infantry weapons.
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4)

5)

The strong points of the Bernhard position which lie in the nountains
are to be provided with a 14 days’ supply of ammunition, food and fuel
in view of the snowfall which is to be expected shortly. Overhead cable
rail ways for supplies are to be installed in the nost difficult sectors

of the front.

11 Air Corps will prevent eneny |andings fromthe sea and fromthe air

on the Tyrrheni an coast between Pionmbino and Terracina (both pl aces
inclusive). For this purpose a division is to be noved into a position
of readiness in each of the Grosseto and Civitavecchia areas and in the
area south of Rone. A tinme-table is to be prepared, so that on receipt
of the code work for defence agai nst possible eneny |andings, a speedy
concentration of forces can take place i medi ately, and two divisions
enpl oyed in the G osseto or Civitavecchia area and all three divisions
in the Rome area. Road reconnai ssances are to be set on foot forthwith
to provide for the quick novenent of the forces of 11 Air Corps in the
battl e zone of 10 Army, above all in the sector of 14 Pz Corps. A
speci al order is being issued for coastal defence between Pionmbi no and

Terracina by 11 Air Corps.

The rejuvenation of the 16 and 29 Pz Gren Divs is, like the training of

all troops, to be treated as a matter of the greatest urgency.

Arny Group reserves.

a) Pz Div Hermann Goring will reconnoitre the area Pico - Ceprano -

Frosi none - Sezze, and prepare a tinme-table for defence against a
possi bl e eneny break-through fromthe direction of Cassino and
eneny landings in the direction of Gaeta, Fondi and Nettuno. The
preparations are to be nmade in closest co-operation with A O K 10
and H Q 11 Air Corps. Results are to be reported to ne on

15 Nov.
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6)

7)

b)

The divisional flak reginment will be enployed for air defence in

the Frosinone area in accordance with the wi shes of A O K. 10.

The rejuvenation and training of the Division are to be pushed

forward with the greatest dispatch

SS Aslt Bde "Rei chsfihrer SS" (Sturnbrigade "Reichsfihrer SS"

will remain for the present in the area around Tivoli, in the

event of eneny | andings at Rone passing under the command of 11
Air Corps. The requisite preparations for the enploynment of the
Bri gade are to be accelerated, and H Q 11 Air Corps will report

their conclusion to nme by not later than 5 Nov.

Arrangenents have been made for withdrawal of the Brigade to the
Teranp area after the arrival of the mass of 16 Pz Div. Once
there, in the event of eneny landings, it will pass under the
conmand of A.O K 10. Suitable orders will be issued at the rig

nonent .

The Commandant of Elba will defend the Island of Elba and prevent the

setting up of eneny air bases on the Island of Pianosa.

The German Naval Command for Italy will support the army formations by

a)

b)

Continuing the attack against the fighting ships and transports

the enemy with surface vessels and U-boats.

Laying of mines for protection of especially endangered sections
of both coasts. |In addition, fighting forces and bl ockade
material still available are to be put to offensive use agai nst

the ports and sea-lines of the eneny.
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c) Taki ng over part of the supply transport to the rear areas and
protecting it while at sea. For this purpose the coastw se
traffic on the west coast is to be devel oped to capacity; on the
east coast as far as Pescara within the linmits of the neans
avai l able. Enmergency ports or unloading points on the open coast

are to be prepared.
8) Airforce 2 will support the defensive battle of 10 Arny with their
cl ose-range forces, and in the future they will attack enemy shipping
with their heavy battle fornmations.
O the flak formations enployed in O B.S.
22 Flak Bde is directed to operate in closest
co-operation with 10 Arny

Fl ak Regt 149 with 11 Air Corps.

9) Special orders for supplies follow

10) Tac HQ OB.S. and arrangements for signal communications to remain

unchanged.

KESSELRI NG

Ceneral Field Marshal
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A OK 10 with Arny Troops

HQ 14 Pz Corps with Corps Troops

HQ 76 Pz Corps with Corps Troops

65 Inf Div
94 Inf Div
305 Inf Div

15 Pz Gen Div

1 Para Div

26 Pz Div

Al so under conmand of 10 Arny:

3 Bn Pz Gen Regt 382

2 Bn 3 "Brandenburg"” (less one pl atoon)

Rei nforced Hi gh Mountain Bns 3 and 4 (Arrival
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Armmy Flak Arty Bn 302 (new)

Fl ak Bn 501

Hi gh Arty Cond 114 (arrival after 20 Nov)

Arty Cond 414

Arty Conmd 476

H Q Special Arty Regt 553

Hy Arty Bn 450

Hy Arty Bn 557

Hy Arty Bn 764

Proj ector Regt 56

Projector Regt 71

Pz Cbservation Bty 16)

) will be relieved by 1 Observation Bn

Pz Qbservation Bty 26)

Coastal Arty Regt G af

3 Coy A-tk Bn 590

H. Q Coastal Defence South

199 Report No. 18



Portress Engr H Q 16 with Sector G oups I,

H Q Engr Regt 543

Engr Bn 60

Constr Bns 430, 432 and 433

Coysl and 5 Local Constr Bn 9

Rock-drilling Coys 5, 6, 7 and 8

1 Bn SS Police Regt 20 (less 3 Coy)

Landesschitzen Bn 686 (|l ess one platoon) x)

Landesschiit zen Bn 746

PW Escort Bn Minst er

Xx) Landesschit zen = Troops for service in rear

ol der nmen.
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10 Arny

ORDER OF BATTLE

10 Cct 43

(Original Text and Transl ation)
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APPENDI X " N'

EXCERPTS FROM DAI LY REPORTS C. -1 N-C.SOUTHWEST

(3 Dec - 31 Dec 1943)

(GMD.S. - H22/108; H 22/109)
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Dat e of

Report

3

Dec

For

2 Dec

In the sector of 5 Brit Corps, an eneny attack by considerable
infantry and arnmoured forces between Colle San Biagi o and
Castel frentano about 1 km south of Orsogna was brought to a
halt. Another eneny attack supported by tanks between Madonna
del Carmine and Lanciano led to the capture of M del Carnine.
At Treglio, which had to be evacuated because of strong eneny
pressure, the attack was sealed off. Strong thrusts agai nst
Lanciano and S. Vito were repelled. At about 1330 hr the road

M Sailvano to Guilinova was fired on by naval guns.

During the afternoon, after an eneny attack supported by

15 tanks, Frisa (4 km NW Lanci ano) was |lost. Qur advanced
out posts have withdrawn to the north bank of the Mdbro. Late
in the nmorning the eneny attacked S. Vito fromthe south and
al ong the coast, and was able to penetrate. Qur outposts are

still in the northern part of the town.

After the tenporary withdrawal of H Q 65 Inf Div, HQ
26 Pz Div and HQ 90 Pz Gren Div assumed command. The
boundary between the divisions is Vacri (7 km SE Chieti) -

Madonna del Carnmine (3 km NW Lanci ano).

A-tk Bn 590 is being noved to 10 Arny as active reserve behind

the left w ng.

65 Inf Div: During the night the eneny did not continue his
attacks. Enploying Battle Group Usedom (reinforced Pz Gren
Regt 67) and Fd Replacenent Bn 165, an interception |ine was

formed along a general line: 1 kmnorth of Elici - along the
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road villa Andreoli to 1 kmsouth of Treglio - fromthere to

the coast at P. di Caval uccio.

On the left wing of the Arny, S Vito was given up entirely by

our troops. N ght reports are not yet avail able.

In the sector of 5 Brit and 1 Cdn Divs, apart from harassing
fire the day passed quietly. A patrol of 8 Ind Div at Mel one
was repul sed. The attack which was expected south of Orsogna
because of troop concentrations in that area did not

mat erialize. North-east of Orsogna there was |lively patrol
activity on both sides. Intense artillery fire was directed
on the main battle Iine and on Guardi agrel e, Melone, Orsogna
and to the north-east. The eneny, who for a tine was in
possession of Frisa, has again withdrawn fromthat locality.
An attack by two conpanies of 78 Brit Inf Div forced our
advanced patrols out of S. Apollinare. An enemy assault of

equal strength at S. Vito was repul sed.

90 Pz Gren Div: During the late afternoon of 4 Dec there were
renewed eneny tank assaults fromsS. Vito, in which 6 tanks
wer e destroyed or disabled by gun-fire. 1In this area our

patrols were withdrawn to the north bank of the Moro.

90 Pz Gren Div: Fighting reconnai ssances agai nst the main

battle line were repulsed. Qur patrols withdrew north after

defensive fighting with several eneny assault detachnents.

On 6 Dec large fores are expected to attack on the left wi ng

of the Arny. Suitable reserves are in readiness.

Li ne-crosser information:
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At Lanci ano and proceeding from Lanciano in the direction of
S. Vito are about 70 Canadi an tanks (probably el enents of

1 Cdn Arnd Bde).

In the area of 5 Brit Corps, the eneny, taking advantage of
the thick fog, attacked during the whole north of Ruatti, at
S. Leonardo and on the coast, with forces up to battalion
strength and supported by tanks, apparently with the object of
establ i shing bridgeheads on the other side of the Moro. Wile
it was possible to clean up the situation at S. Leonardo by
counter-attack, the points of penetration at Ruatti were
sealed off. Caldari is still in the hands of the eneny. At

the coast fighting was still in progress at dusk.

PW i nformation:

1 Cdn Inf Bde (1 Cdn Inf Div) west of S. Vito. 21 Ind Inf Bde
(8 Ind Div) in the Lanciano area. According to PWstatenents

1 Cdn Inf Div has relieved 78 Brit Inf Div.

90 Pz Gen Div:i On the extrene |left wing of the Division the
eneny break-through to the north side of the Mo was seal ed
off. The eneny still holds a small bridgehead. During the
fighting 11 prisoners were taken, 3 tanks put out of action
and one wireless set captured. In the entire divisional

sector there was harassing artillery fire.

On the left wing of the Arny, powerful assaults with the
obj ect of establishing bridgeheads on the other side of the
Moro in the sector of 90 Pz Gren Div; wthdrawal of arnoured

forces fromthe area before 26 Pz Div; and the | essening of
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artillery and patrol activity in the sector of this division,

i ndicate a conmi ng attack against 90 Pz Gren Div.

In the right corps-sector eneny fighting reconnai ssances sent
our against the main battle line were repelled. After

def ensi ve action agai nst several enemy assault detachnents
towards Frisa our patrols withdrew north. 1In the coastal

sector, eneny artillery fire was intensified.

El ements of 2 N.Z. Inf Div have probably been pushed forward
towards the North-East in the direction of the nmouth of the

Mor o.

According to wirel ess reconnai ssance, 1 Cdn Div has relieved

78 Brit Inf Div on the right wing of 8 Brit Arny.

An attack along the coastal road by 1 Cdn Inf Div with from
one to two conpanies fromthe bridgeheads taken the previous
day was shelled by our artillery. |In the sector between

Poggi ofiorito and the coast there was harassing artillery fire

and patrol activity on both sides.

PW | nf or mati on:

1 Cdn I nf Bde between the coast and S. Leonardo.

2 Cdn Inf Bde between S. Leonardo and Ruatti.

El enments of 8 Ind Inf Div in the area south of Ruatti.

The counter-attack | aunched in the norning to clean up the
eneny bridgehead at Caldari (SWS. Vito) has not so far been
able to throw the enemy back across the Moro. Battles are

still in progress on both sides of the coastal road. Eneny
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troops up to conpany strength are assaulting fromthe

bri dgehead.

Qur norning counter-attacks with tanks and machi ne guns for
the cleaning up of the eneny bridgehead at Caldari were
repelled by 8 Ind Div. 31 prisoners were taken (30 Indians
and 1 Canadian). An attack by 1 Cdn Inf Div from Ruatti with
infantry and 25 tanks were held up at the eastern edge of the
village by concentrated fire. On both sides of the coasta
road battles with eneny shock troops up to conpany strength
are still in process. Intense traffic activity as well as
concentrations of vehicles behind 2 NS. 8 Ind and 1 Cdn |nf

Di vs.

90 Pz Gren Div: On the extrene left wing of the Arny, the
eneny assault along the coastal road fromthe bridgehead
resulted in a local penetration. Reports on the result of our
i mredi ate counter-attack, which was supported by tanks, are

not yet to hand.

Efforts by 1 Cdn Inf Div to extend the points of penetration
sout h-west and north of S. Leonardo were prevented, and the
breaches were cleaned up in a counter-attack. Along the
coastal road the battles are still in progress. |In the areas
Guardiagrele Arielli and Ruatti-S. Leonardo there is very
lively artillery activity on both sides. Mdtor vehicle
traffic and concentrations, and an assenbly of about 40 tanks
at S. Apollinare were effectively fired on by our artillery
and nortars. Eneny landings with small craft on the coat at
Porto di Acquabella directly in front of our line are
apparently only for the purpose of nmoving up supplies and

heavy arms.
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On the afternoon of 9 Dec, after further reinforcement, the
eneny resunmed the attack against the right wing of 90 Pz Gren
Div. Al attenpts by the enemy to pierce our main battle line
failed in face of the conbined efforts of our arms. The
fluctuating battles, in which 2 eneny tanks were put out of

action continued through the night.

In the area of 1 Cdn Inf Div, after an eneny penetration 2 km
north of Ruatti had been repelled during the night, Canadian
forces attacked here again at about m dday w thout result. At
the sane tinme the eneny | aunched assaults fromsS. Leonardo
west and north-west, under cover of a snoke-screen and
strongly supported by artillery and tanks, with the object of
enlarging his bridgehead. While the thrust towards the

nort h-west was repul sed, the eneny gained ground in his push
westwards. The attack was halted west of Torre. Also in the
coastal sector there was again intense enemy fire, artillery

and aircraft equi pped with cannon bei ng enpl oyed.

PW | nf or mati on:

1 Cdn Arnd Bde in the northern coastal sector at S. Donato.

On the left wing of 90 Pz Gren Div, the eneny continued his
attenpts during the afternoon to push further ahead from
Torre, and to the north-west fromS. Leonardo. The attacks
were again held up by the concentrated fire of all heavy arns,
5 eneny tanks being put out of action. At about 1500 hrs an
eneny attack supported by tanks, on both sides of Hill 84

(2 km east of road junction Route 16 and road to Villa Grande)
was thrown back in a counter-attack. |In a renewed assault on

H 1l 84, 6 eneny tanks broke through, 4 being put out of
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action. Sporadic artillery fire and occasi onal snoke bonbs on
our main line, our rear area and, for the first time, on

Ortona.

H Q and 3 Bn Para Regt 3 are in the area behind 90 Pz Gren
Div.

90 Pz Gren Div: In several assaults fromthe area of Ruatti
and S. Leonardo to the north-west and north, the enemy sought
to enlarge his bridgeheads. The assaults were repelled
everywhere, partly by counter-attack. One enemy tank was

dest royed.

2 Bn Para Regt 3 was nmoved to Ortona to guard the coast and to

serve as a quick reserve.

In the area of 90 Pz Gren Div the eneny attacked again 2.5 km
south of Ortona and south-west of S. Leonardo. Tenporary
breaches in our main battle line were sealed off for the time
being. During the evening all points of penetration were

retaken in counter-attacks.

The remants of Gren Regt 145 have been noved to the area
around Filetto (WOrsogna) as divisional reserve. Fus Bn 65
Inf Div was withdrawn fromthe front to be held as a

di visional reserve 3 km SSW Ort ona.

2 Bn Para Regt 1 has been relieved by Battle G oup Droste
(Remants of Gren Regt 145).

90 Pz Gren Div: Towards m dnight the eneny achieved a | ocal

br eak-t hrough sout h-west of Caldari. The point of penetration

209 Report No. 18



14 Dec 13

15

14

has been sealed off. A counter-attack will be carried our
during the norning of 13 Dec. |In the left divisional sector

there was no fighting.

In the area of 26 Pz Div, sone eneny harassing fire. In an
effective concentration of fire our divisional artillery
shell ed the eneny forces, which were advancing north over the

Moro bridges towards Frisa.

90 Pz Gen Div: In a series of assaults the eneny continued
his attacks along the entire front. On the left wing, 2 Bn
Para Regt 3 repelled the eneny with heavy casualties. In the
m ddl e sector, thee was a penetration east of Licini, which
was intercepted on the Orsogna-Ortona road. Elenents of the

i ntruding eneny tried without success to out-flank our troops
with single tanks. 2 Bn Para Regt 3 was nmoved down fromthe
orth to clean up the situation, and by about 2100 hrs they had
re-taken point 115 (4 km south of Ortona) in spite of stubborn
eneny resistance. By that tinme 5 eneny tanks had been put out
of action. Since mdnight, after intense artillery
preparati on and under over of smpoke screens, the enemy has
been attacking in the entire sector of Regt 200. Further

reports are not yet to hand.

90 Pz Gren Div: The attacks commenced by the enemy during the
ni ght continued on a wide front and with greatly increased
artillery fire. On the right wing of the Division the eneny
attack was sealed off. In the evening an eneny attack in
battalion strength and supported by tanks, which was carried
out along the coast, was repelled with heavy eneny | osses,

3 tanks being disabled. On the other hand, the eneny was able

to break through our lines in the mddle sector with two
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assault detachnents, that on the west taking point 198 (4 km
NNW Fri sa) on the Orsogna-Ortona road. The detachment on the
right forced its way through past Licini to point 155 (2.5 km
NNW poi nt 198), and veering north tried to gain nore ground.
In the evening of 14 Dec, in a concentric attack against the
poi nt of penetration, fromthe south-west by one panzer
grenadi er battalion and one arnoured conpany, and fromthe
north by one parachute battalion, the eneny was forced back on

poi nt 155.

Intention: Conplete adjustnent of the break-through. To
acconplish this, the following units are being brought up
1 Bn Para Regt 3 from Chieti; and G oup Liebach (Para Regt 6,
less 1 and 2 Bns, Airborne Trg Bn and 6 Bty Arty Regt 3),

previously Arny Group Reserve, fromthe Cassino area.

90 Pz Gren Div: Shortly after m dnight, after a 6-hour
artillery preparation of drumfire type, the eneny attacked
the main defence line of Pz Gren Regt 200 on a wi de front.
For the nobst part we were able to repel the attack. Only at
hei ght 153 has the eneny been able to achieve a small |oca
penetration. |In the left divisional sector there was not

fighting of inportance.

PW I nf or mati on:

3 Cdn Inf Bde of 1 Cdn Inf div in the Villa Caldari area.
Thus the whole 1 Cdn Inf Div in the Villa Caldari area. Thus
the whole 1 Cdn Inf Div with 1, 2 and 3 Inf Bdes and 1 Cdn Tk

Bde are engaged in the coastal sector.
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90 Pz Gren Div: Qur counter-attack re-captured point 155 at
about 0330 hrs, and was resuned at about 1500 hrs. It has not
yet been possible to establish conmunicati on between the two
assault detachments engaged. Details are |acking. The nunber

of eneny tanks put our of action 14 Dec has increased to 9.

Renewed eneny attacks up to battalion strength in the sector
of 90 Pz Gren Div were unsuccessful. On the extreme |eft

wi ng, eneny attacks on the positions of 2 and 3 Bns Para Regt
3 were |ikew se beaten off with heavy | osses. At the point of
penetration of the previous day, there are still weak eneny
forces occupying the road at either side of point 155

(5.5 kmSWOrtona). The height itself is held by us.

Since 0500 hrs, the left wing of the divisional sector and the
extrenme right wing of 90 Pz Gren Div have been under artillery
fire of drumfire type. Since 0400 hrs, the eneny has been
feeling his ways forward with tanks agai nst Pz Recce Bn 26.
An attack against the |left sector of 26 Pz Div and the right

sector of 90 Pz Gren Div is to be expected in the near future.

At the dividing line between 26 Pz Div and 90 Pz Gren Div, Pz
Recce Bn 26 was forced back to about 300 m north-west of the
railway line. An attenpt by the eneny to force his way

t hrough to Crecchio (60 km NWFrisa) failed. During the
afternoon, apart from nunerous surprise bursts of artillery

fire, there was no further infantry action.

90 Pz Gren Div: Since early norning, after intense artillery
preparation and with strong and continuous air support, the
eneny attacked on a wide front with the centre of gravity on

the right wing of the division. Wile in the left sector all
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assaults were repelled with heavy loss to the enenmy and the
di sabling of one tank, he succeeded in penetrating the nmain
defence |ine between Marcone and point 198 (4 km NW Fri sa).
During the m dday hours, the eneny continued his attacks in
force, with the object of w dening the breach. By neans of
repeated counter-attacks and after bitter fighting, we

succeeded in halting the attack on the line Villa Bacilli -
point 127 (5 km NWand 7.5 km N Frisa respectively), and so

prevented a break-through

On the left wing of 2 Bn Gren Regt 361, the eneny made a | oca
penetration during the m dday hours which in the course of the
afternoon was cleaned up in a counter-assault. 1In a spirited
counter-attack, 2 Bn Para Regt 3 re-took point 137 and 115

(4 kmS Otona), fighting off eneny counter-thrusts. On the
extrene left wing of the Arnmy, the eneny carried our severa
unsuccessful reconnai ssances in the area of Regt 3. One eneny
tank was put our of actin by anti-tank guns, and a second

struck a mine and was destroyed at cl ose range.

26 Pz Div: Towards m dday, our advance posts fought off a

m nor eneny thrust, which was supported by tanks. A renewed
assault in platoon strength against the |left wing was |ikew se
repul sed with heavy eneny | osses. Harassing fire by eneny
artillery as well as surprise shelling in the area NE Ariell

to Tollo and Canosa continued during the whol e day.

During the norning, after several hours of concentrated
artillery fire (about 22,000 rounds), the enemy supported by
about 17 tanks, attacked in the S. Elena area (3 km SWOtona)
and was able to effect a small |ocal penetration, which was

seal ed off. In the afternoon, another attack in battalion
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strength, supported by 15 tanks, collapsed in the concentrated
fire of all arns. At the same tine an eneny thrust in the
area SE Casa Vezzani (6 km SWOrtona), al so supported by
tanks, was |ikew se repelled, the flak artillery accounting
for three eneny tanks. In the sector of 2 and 3 Bns Para Regt
3, eneny assaults along the coast were repelled with heavy
eneny |l osses. Eneny tanks and infantry in position in the
area around point 155 (12 km N Orisa) were shelled by

concentrated fire fromour batteries and flak artillery.

During the norning, operations by assault detachnments of 1 Cdn
Div were unsuccessful. At about 1400 hrs, after intense
artillery preparation, tw forces, each consisting of

2 conpani es, attacked three tines w thout success fromthe
direction of S. Leonardo agai nst point 115, and from S. Donato
in the direction of Ortona. Eneny forces with tanks and
infantry in assenmbly positions at point 137 were broken up by
concentrated artillery fire. In the entire right sector of
the Corps there was harassing fire by eneny artillery, with
focal points on the road junction 2.5 km SSE Ortona. Between
1200 and 1700 hrs there was intense artillery fire of medium

and heavy calibre, reaching at times 120 rounds per m nute.

In the zone of 90 Pz Gren Div eneny forces at the point of
penetration west of point 155 and at point 127 have been

i ncreased.

H Q 1 Para Div have taken over command of the new divisiona
sector. Tac HQ at Y 14 (Mglianico). Right boundary (to
90 Pz Gen Div) Q16 - Y 16 - point 155 (Villamagna - Tollo -
Point 155). In the previous sector of 1 Para Div, the

commander of Para Regt 1 is tenporarily in command.
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90 Pz Gren Div: Along the entire divisional sector, the eneny
pushed forward, at first with rather weak forces, towards the
mai n defence |ine. an eneny assault supported by tanks led to
a local penetration at point 151 (6 km SWOrtona). After
m dday there was harassing fire by eneny artillery in the

whol e di vi si onal sector.

1 Para Div: |In the nmorning, an eneny assault in conpany
strength supported by 4 tanks on the right w ng of the

di vi si on was repul sed with heavy casualties. On the other
hand, after two and a half hours of artillery preparation, an
eneny attack in at |east reginmental strength, with strong tank
support, succeeded in penetrating our positions. After
bitter, very heavy fighting, the eneny was brought to a halt
at the southern fringes of Ortona. The town is being held for
the present. In this engagenment the eneny suffered very heavy
casualties. Otona and also Torre Micchia were under

continuous and heavy artillery fire.

In the area of Battle Group Schul enburg (Para Regt 1), 65 Inf
Div, and 26 Pz Div there was parol and artillery activity on
both sides. GOccasional bursts of firing in the entire sector

of 1 Para Div, the heaviest fire being west of Otona.

During the afternoon 1 Cdn Inf Div attacked in conpany
strength south-west of Ortona. The attack was repul sed. An
eneny patrol of one section was destroyed. Before the entire
di vi sional sector harassing artillery fire besides several

bursts of surprise fire on Ortona.

90 Pz Gren Div: An eneny assault in about conpany strength in

t he nei ghbour hood of point 181 was beaten off. The eneny
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artillery was raging on points behind the lines in the

di vi si onal sector.

1 Para Div: All battalions of Para Regt 3 are now engaged in
the forenpst line in the sector of 1 Para Div. 1 and 2 Bns
Para Regt 4 are south-east of Tollo and at Torre Micchia

respectively as divisional reserves.

In order to avoid the heavy eneny artillery fire, in the areas
of 26 Pz Div and 90 Pz Gren Div ours defence line is being
nmoved back during the night of 21/22 Dec to the line Arielli -
sout h-east slope of Cracchia - 1 km north-west of point 181 -

800 north-east of point 181 - southern border of Otona.

The preparations of the eneny for attacking the left w ng of

76 Pz Corps appear to be al nbst conplete.

In the right sector of 5 Brit Corps lively artillery harassing
fire with the heaviest fire at Melone, Orsogna, Arielli,
Villa Grande and Ortona, increasing at times to drumfire in
the coastal sector. CQur artillery shelled the continuously
heavy motor vehicle traffic on the roads Perano -

Castel frentano and Castellfrentano - Salarola. 10 prisoners
from8 Ind Div were captured at St di Caldari by one of our
patrols. A tank-supported eneny attack was stopped on either
side of Villa Grande by concentrated fire fromall arnms. O
7 tanks forcing their way through, 2 were put our of action.
After two tank-supported attacks fromthe south of Ortona at
about 0900 and 1100 hrs by 1 Cdn Inf Div had been beaten off
in bitter fighting, in the afternoon the eneny attacked again
three tines with a force of two reginents, strongly supported

by aircraft, tanks and artillery. Al attacks were beaten
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off, with a loss to the eneny of three nore tanks besi des very
heavy casualties. Otona is in our hands. At point 127, two
waiting eneny battalions were effectively shelled by our

artillery.

A patrol from8 Ind Inf Div which had penetrated into

Villa Grande was captured. At about 1150 and 1400 hrs, two
nore attacks were beaten off after reaching the eastern border
of Villa Grande, in spite of strong artillery support. Eneny
concentrations south of the village were successfully shelled
by our artillery. Eneny attacks in conpany strength

nort h-east of height 127 collapsed in front of our position

1 Cdn Inf Div attacked our lines south of Ortona repeatedly
with forces up to two battalions strong, supported by tanks
enpl oyed as artillery and using shock-troops with flanme
throwers. All attacks were repul sed, the eneny sustaining
especially heavy casualties. Otona remains as before in our

hands.

1 Cdn Inf Div attacked on the whol e divisional front with
superior forces. Two attacks, each in battalion strength, on
Villa Grande were repulsed. In the mddle sector, after
strong artillery preparation and supported by six tanks, the
eneny attacked with vastly superior strength, and by dark had
captured the heights on either side of S. Nicola. At the sane
ti me Canadi an troops pushed forward agai nst Ortona from south
and south-west. After the eneny had been beaten back severa
ti mes, he succeeded, in strength not yet known, in penetrating
the place during the evening, reaching the centre of the town
at about 2200 hrs. The house-to-house fighting, in which both

sides are suffering heavy casualties, is still going on
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Intention: 76 Pz Corps is withdrawing to the new |line of
defence Villa Grande - Torre Miucchia (3 km NWOrtona), while

fighting obstinately in the internedi ate area.

In the area of 1 Cdn Inf Div, after fluctuating fighting,
during the course of which a detachnment was temporarily cut
of f by the eneny, in the evening Villa G ande was still in our
hands. As a result of our counter-attack the eneny had to
give up the height 1 kmeast of S. Nicola. In Otona the
bitter hour-to-house fighting | asted throughout the day, the
eneny being unable to gain any ground. Eneny casualties at

Ortona are estimated at one battalion.

Informati on from captured sources: The boundary between 8 |Ind
and 1 Cdn Inf Divs runs fromthe eastern border of

Villa Grande in a south-easterly direction.

In the sector of 1 Para Div the situation at Villa G ande has
not yet been clarified. Each of the heights at either side of

S. Nicola is occupied by one eneny battalion. The village

itself is still in our hands. The intended w thdrawa
movenment from Ortona has not yet been carried out. |In the
centre of the town, fierce street-fighting still continues, in

whi ch both sides are suffering heavy casualties. 3 Bn Para

Regt 1 is stationed as reserve 1 kmNE Z 21 (Villa Tonmaso).

90 Pz Gren Div: The eneny is digging hinmself in the Vezzan
area. In the left sector, an eneny attack in conpany strength
on our advanced out-posts at Casa Vezzani was repul sed. Qur
artillery supported the defensive fighting of 1 Para Div in

the area of Villa Grande and S. Elena. The rear areas of the
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di vi sional sector were under harassing fire from eneny

artillery.

Fluctuating fighting continued throughout the day on the
entire front of 1 Para Div. At Villa G ande two eneny
attacks, at tinmes in conmpany strength and supported by tanks,
were repelled, in some places in hand-to-hand fighting; in the
course of these engagenents nine eneny tanks were put out of
action wi th hand-grenades (Faustpatronen). In the mddle
sector we took point 108 (south of S. Nicola) in a
counter-attack, and succeeded in pushing through to the south.
But the height Iying 1 kmto the east of S. Nicola had to be
given up again in face of strong eneny pressure. The bitter
fighting at Ortona continues unabated. The situation at that
place is still unchanged. Four enemy tanks were destroyed in
hand-to-hand fighting. 29 prisoners were brought in, and 120

eneny dead were counted.

In the area of 90 Pz Gren and 1 Para Divs harassing artillery
fire on both sides. The penetration nade yesterday afternoon
east of S. Nicola was sealed off. Situation otherw se

unchanged.

1 Para Div: During the nmorning an eneny attack by about two
conpanies in the area of Villa G ande was repelled, and an
eneny force assenbled in the rear area was broken up by
concentrated artillery fire. Another tank-supported attack in
conpany strength south-east of villa Grande was |ikew se
unsuccessful. In the centre of the Division there were no
maj or actions. At Otona the fierce fighting is still going
on, and the eneny is suffering unusually heavy casualties.

The situation there is unchanged. Eneny tanks, apparently on
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account of the |osses on the previous day, were held back nore

and used as artillery.

During the night, 90 Pz Gren and 1 Para Divs withdrew to the
line west of Z 22 - 1 kmeast of Z 34 - Z 36 (WVilla Gande -

1 kmE Tollo - Torre Mucchia), wi thout the eneny follow ng up

Troop concentrations of 1 Cdn Inf Div south of Villa G ande
were shelled by our artillery. 1In the same area an eneny
attack two conpani es strong was repul sed during the norning.
Anot her attack in conpany strength supported by tanks

sout hwest of villa Grande was |ikew se unsuccessful. Two
eneny-occupi ed houses on the eastern border of Villa G ande
were blown up with their occupants. East of S. Nicola the
eneny pushed forward closer to the main defence line. At
Ortona the fierce fighting is still going on, and eneny
casual ties are unusually heavy. The situation there is
unchanged. The eneny is hol ding back his tanks nore and using
themas artillery, apparently because of his | osses on the

previ ous day.

1 Cdn Inf Div: While the enemy was still directing heavy
artillery fire on the evacuated positions during he m dday
hours, in the afternoon he felt his way forward carefully with
patrol s agai nst our advanced outposts. Eneny tanks assenbl ed
south of S. Nicola were shelled by our artillery. 1In the
fighting yesterday afternoon at Ortona the attacki ng Canadi an
infantry brigade suffered exceedingly heavy casualties and may

be presumed to have been severely weakened.

1 Para Div: After directing heavy artillery fire on the

evacuated positions until mdday, in the afternoon the eneny
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only felt his way forward carefully with patrols agai nst our
advanced out posts on the line just west of Villa G ande -
sout h- east border of Villa Tomaso - 1.5 kmE Villa Tonmaso -
1.3 kmNWOtona. Disposition of the Division: 1 and 2 Bns
Para Regt 4, 1 and 3 Bns Para Regt 3, 2 Bn Para Regt 1, 1 Bn
Para Regt 1, 2 Bn Para Regt 3, 2 Bn Para Regt 1 in their
respective sectors. Because of the snowy and icy roads the
remai ning units of the former Group Schul enburg have not yet

reached their divisional sector

1 Para Div: Tanks waiting in position north of Villa G ande
were successfully shelled by the concentrated fire of the
entire artillery reginment. Before the left wing of the

Di vision, the eneny is digging hinmself in at point 83

(2 kmWOtona). Two eneny attacks al ong the coastal road,
each in conmpany strength and supported by tanks, were repelled
by the conbined fire of all arnms, in sone places after bitter
fighting. One eneny tanks was disabled. During the afternoon

only noderate artillery activity.

Information fromreliable sources: There are signs pointing

to 1 Cdn Inf Div being relieved.

Informati on from captured sources: The order of battle of
1 Cdn Inf Div corresponds to data given by the section

"Foreign Arm es West".

On 29 Dec at 1600 hrs in enemy patrol advancing al ong the

Ortona - Pescara road before 1 Para Div, 100 mfrom our main

defence line, was conpletely w ped out.
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1 Cdn Inf Div: An eneny attack two conpanies in strength and
acconpani ed by six tanks along the coastal road collapsed in
the concentrated fire of our infantry, the eneny suffering
very heavy casualties. Two eneny tanks were put out of action
in our mne-field; the remai nder veered off. Heavy

notor-vehicle traffic on the road Villa G ande - S. Nicol a.

Information fromreliable sources: There are further

i ndi cations of the relief or disengagenment of 1 Cdn Inf Div.

Units of 1 Cdn Arnd Bde, are probably still in the Otona
area.
1 Para Div: In the mddle sector of the Division the eneny

attacked after strong artillery preparation. Qur advanced
out posts were forced to evacuate Villa Tomaso (3 km W Ortona)
arnd are now just north-west of that place. Along the coastal
road the eneny tried in several attacks to force a
break-through, with forces up to two battalions. All attacks
were repelled, partly by the concentrated fire of all arns,
partly in hand-to-hand fighting, the eneny sustaining heavy

casual ties.

Information fromreliable sources: Units of 1 Cdn Inf Div,
including 1 Cdn Arnd Bde, are still engaged in the coastal
area. Relief of units of the Division by a formation
approximately equalling one division in strength is presumably

under way.
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COPY
7 Coy Pz Regt 26 Conpany Headquarters
7 Dec 1943
Le Pi ane

To: 2 Bn

Conbat report of the attack on Ruatti on 6 Dec 1943

On 6 Dec 43 at about 0920 hrs, the conpany received orders to dislodge the
eneny fromRuatti, which he had penetrated with tanks. Qur fighting strength
was 9 tanks; 7 long and 2 short. The conpany left its point of departure at
about 0940 hrs, arriving first in the area north of point 155, 2 km SWRuatti.
There the situation was di scussed with the commander of Gren Regt 200, which
was engaged in that sector. | was not however able to obtain any clear
information as to the strength of the eneny at Ruatti. A considerable tine
then el apsed before the grenadi ers who were to acconmpany our attack arrived,

and we were not able to advance until about 1400 hrs.

The conpany proceeded al ong the highway as far as the road | eading to Ruatt

in a north-easterly direction. Fromthat point, the conpany deployed to the

| eft of the road, advancing on Ruatti with infantry on both sides and to the
rear of each tank. In spite of the level terrain, it was only possible to
proceed over the rough ground in | ow gear. Because of the heavy growth (olive
trees and fairly high vineyards) the visibility of the individual commnders

was nil. In addition the fog was often rather dense, so that for nmuch of the
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time one could not see even 100 netres. The grenadiers kept up well and

conducted themsel ves splendidly.

The conpany was within about 200 netres of Ruatti, when we were suddenly
struck by a terrific bonbardnment. Tank 724 was hit, presumably in the fue
tank and i mredi ately caught fire. The conpany thereupon responded with
counter-fire fromall vehicles. Naturally we could fire only in the direction
of the nuzzle flashes, as we could see nothing because of the dense grow h.
The massed defence fire of the eneny continued, and in addition we soon cane
under intense and well-directed shell-fire. Tank 725 was put out of action
the right track being shot off, and just afterwards the turret was hit. At

al nost the same nonent 733 was knocked out by a hit in the gears. The
conpany's remai ning 6 vehicles advanced on the village in a series of rushes,
at the sane tinme firing rapidly in the direction of the nuzzle flashes, it
being still inpossible to see anything. |In the village a house was on fire.
712, which had broken out to the right across the road, |located a party of
about 30 eneny riflenen, firing on them and al nost certainly wounding the
majority. After turning back onto the road, the comrander saw an eneny tank
at the edge g the village, which he destroyed with three shots. The renmai nder
of the conpany had worked its way forward in a series of rushes, and was in
sonme pl aces only about 50 nmetres fromthe village. The houses occupied by
eneny riflemen were fired on. 721's turret was hit by several shots, which
came fromguns in the forward area. W then saw yet another eneny tank just
in front of the village standi ng broadside on, the turret directed towards us;
but it was no longer firing. Presumably we had disabled it. 734, on the left
wi ng, had silenced two enenmy weapons in different places, having |located them
by the nuzzle flashes. But it was not possible to ascertain whether the guns
had been destroyed. At about 30 netres fromRuatti 734's engine was hit, and

further hits followed in rapid succession

The eneny defensive and artillery fire continued undi m ni shed. The

grenadi ers, who had reached the first houses along the road, were forced to
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wi thdraw. Under the circunstances, and in order to avoid the |oss of further
vehicles, | considered it better to attend to the wounded and to the detanked
and drifting crews. Assisted by nmy gunners, | got the badly wounded wirel ess
operator of 721 into my tank; |ikew se Lt Meyer, who had been wounded by shel
splinters outside the tank. After taking on board the remi nder of the crew
from 721, who were slightly wounded, and another conmander, | took these nen
back to the point of departure and arranged for their transfer to the field
dressing station. Meanwhile, 712 went to the assistance of a vehicle which
had stuck. An attenpt to tow back 725 and 733 failed. | therefore gave
orders that they should be blown up after rempoval of everything that could be

used.

I then nmounted guard with two tanks on the highway in the area north of point

155- 0330.

Casual ti es:

Per sonnel

3 dead, whom we have not yet been able to recover.

6 wounded, of whomtwo are still with the unit.

5 missing. Reports on casualties will be sent in tonorrow

Tanks:
4 tanks, |ong.
1 tank, short.
A detailed report will be sent in as soon as possible.

(Si gned) Ruckdeschel
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Lt and Conpany Comrander
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10 Arny

ORDER OF BATTLE

9 Dec 43

(CGerman Text)
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APPENDI X " @'

10 Arny Arny Headquarters

The Commander

21 Dec 43

Br B No 37/43
2 Copi es
(Copy No 2)

To: General Field Marshal Kesselring
C.-in-C. Southwest (Army Goup "C")

Acting in accordance with the wi shes of the Arny, already expressed on severa
occasions, to take the offensive at the earliest possible nmonment, | consider

that the tinme has cone for the thorough annihilation of 8 Brit Arny.

The situation in the coastal sector is as follows:

The enemy is noving up 5 Brit Div with the object of achieving at |east
something in the coastal sector of Ortona, in conjunction with the thee

di vi si ons al ready engaged, which have been hard-hit in the recent fighting.

To this end he has formed a strong concentration of forces, including
artillery, in the east. At Eusonio, the left flank is covered by rather weak
forces (1 Airborne Div) with one artillery group; opposite the high nountains
and the left wing of Battle G oup Schulenburg it is alnobst entirely exposed.
Judgi ng by the novenment of troops along the base it may be concl uded that
consi derabl e reserves are no |onger avail able behind the front. No novenent
of fresh forces fromthe rear areas is observed at present. |f the ngjor
attack which is to be expected during the next few days is once agai n beaten

of f successfully, the resultant period of conparative weakness in the eneny's
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fighting power should be made use of to anni hilate those elenents of 8 Arny
whi ch are north of the Sangro before the restoration of their full striking

power .

The first objective:

Breaki ng up of the western eneny defence wi ng by envel opment fromthe south

and attack fromthe west.

The second objective:

Destruction of the enenmy attack group by a thrust to the Adriatic and an

attack fromthe Ortona area towards S. Vito.

Di stribution of forces:

Attack G oup A

(29 Pz Gren Div reinforced by Bn Brandenburg) Fromthe Torricella area via
Altino to P 29 and P 25 (Piazzano and Elici). Bn Brandenburg along the Sangro

for bridge denolitions.

Attack G oup B.

(Every available unit of 3 Pz Gen Div, 65 Inf Div, 334 Inf Div and 26 Pz
Div). Fromthe area Guardiagrele - Orsongna - Cassacanditella to Lanciano and

the adjoining are Fossacesia - S. Vito.

Attack G oup C

(Elenments of 1 Para Div). Thrust fromOrtona to S. Vito.
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Tine: Thick weather (to elimnate the eneny airforce.) The interval between
Christmas and New Year is nost suitable, as at this tine of year the eneny

| east expects us to attack.

From a successful blow of this nature the Arny antici pates a decisive result
affecting not only 5 Arer Arny but elimnating all the problens originating in
the risks that have constantly to be accepted in the Rome - Northern Italy

area.

It is requested that this proposal be exami ned and that the forces be nmade

avai l abl e.
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App to AAO K 10 - Ops No 37/43
(Command Matters)

20 Dec 43

COPY

Commander

76 Cor ps

To: Commander 10 Arny

Sir:

The enemy situation in the northern sector is now such that the three
reinforced British divisions that constitute the centre of gravity of the
attack are | ocated between the coast and Orsogna. They are now concentrated
in the northern sector to an even greater degree than was previously the case.

Qur defensive action of the |ast few days had inflicted very considerable

casualties on the enemy. The reconnai ssance of the eneny artillery made on
18 Dec shows 12 batteries in the S. Vito area, and 5 each round Lanci ano and
sout h-east of San Eusanio. Therefore here too there is a definite
concentration. Yesterday's decrease in eneny artillery fire would seemto
show that they are re-grouping further ahead because they have reached the

| ast effective limts of the fornmer positions. The new eneny bonbing |ine

points to an intended breakthrough in the area Crecchi o-Otona.
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am of the opinion that at the present nonent the Corps has a unique

opportunity of anticipating the eneny's intentions by |launching an attack, and

dealing the 8th Arny an anni hilating bl ow.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

bj ective of attack: The first thrust to Lanciano along the line

Mel one- Orsogna (at the same tine silencing the artillery group
S. Eusanio). The second thrust from Lanciano to Fossacesia (or, if
only smaller forces are available, to S. Vito), and at the sanme tine a

thrust fromOrtona to S. Vito.

Qbject: Elimnation of the eneny artillery, and encirclenent of the

mass of the three eneny divisions.

Covering of the south-east flank by utilizing the old main defence line

on the Mel one-Lanci ano road.

Tinme: Thick weather nust be made full use of, in order to elimnate
enemy superiority in the air. The Christms feast days are best suited
to our purpose, as the enenmy will think that the Germans will then be

in soft nood.

Forces: 3 Pz Gren Div which was earmarked for relief of 90 Pz Gren Div
and 26 Pz Div, together with 334 and 65 Inf Divs, as also 26 Pz Div, to
be used as assault group "South" from Guardiagrele - Orsogna - Filetto

- Casacanditella - Rapino.

Two reinforced reginments of 1 Para Div from Ortona to S. Vito.

The present line to be held by 1 Regt 3 Para Div and Para Regt 6, the

reconnai ssance battalions of HG Pz Div and 90 Pz Gren Div. An eneny

break-through in the centre would hel p the schene of envel opnent.

232 Report No. 18



Pre-requisites for the above proposal would be the imredi ate deci sion:

a) To retain 65 Inf Div here.

b) To nove up 3 Pz Gren Div i mmedi ately.

The uncovering of northern Italy is a risk that would have to be taken; the

eneny will certainly not force a decision thee.
Up to now the defence has pernmitted the eneny again and again to mass his
forces where he wished. An attack by us would provide the new 334 Div with a

better initiation to battle than defensive warfare agai nst superior material,

and would give 65 Div the desired opportunity for rehabilitation.

(signed) HERR
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