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Insert follow ng para 56: -
56a. The British Arny of the Rhine (B.A.O R ) has turned out a

series of highly interesting Battlefield Tour studies. These were

written with the object of providing an accurate yet concise story of
the nost inportant battles and of the many probl ens concerned with them
The B.A.O R report on Operation "VARSITY" while it does not make any
changes in the Canadi an narrative necessary, does have great historica

value in that it provides a source of accurate information regarding

(a) Airborne operations of XVIII United States Corps (Airborne) in
support of the crossing of the River RH NE 24-25 March 1945,

with particular reference to 6th British Airborne Division, and

(b)y (i) Tactical and adm nistrative build-up
(ii) Problens of organization of traffic control
(iii) Reports on the effect of various weapons.
(iv) New | essons derived fromtactical experinents.
(v) Techni cal notes on the enploynment of certain

specialist arnms such as artillery.
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These itens are not dealt with in this account of Canadi an operations, but my

be set down | ater under separate heading. (British Arnmy of the Rhine

Battlefield Tour Operation VARSI TY)

(C. P. Stacey) Col onel,

Director Historical Section.
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Insert follow ng para 76: -

76a.

The Brit

ish Army of the Rhine (B.A . O.R ) has turned out a

series of highly interesting Battlefield Tour studies. These were

written with the object of providing an accurate yet concise story of

t he npost

The B. A O R

i nportant battles and of the many problens concerned with them

report on Operation "PLUNDER', while it does not make any

changes in the Canadi an narrative necessary, does have great historica

value in that it

(a)

(b)

The part
parti cul

the Air

(i)

provi des a source of accurate information regarding

pl ayed by 12 Brit Corps on 24-25 Mar 45, with
ar reference to the operations of 15 (S) Inf Div and

Operations connected therew th.

Tactical and adm nistrative build-up.

(ii) Problens of organization of traffic control

(iii)

Reports on the effect of various weapons.

(iv) New | essons derived fromtactical experinents.

(v)

Techni cal notes on the enploynment of certain

specialist arnms such as artillery.
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These itens are not dealt with in this account of Canadi an operations, but my

be set down | ater under separate heading. (British Arnmy of the Rhine

Battlefield Tour Operation PLUNDER)

(C. P. Stacey) Col onel,

Director Historical Section.
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1. The followi ng narrative continues the series of official reports dealing
with the operations of the First Canadian Arny in North-Wst Europe and is a

direct sequel to Report No. 186. It describes the part played by the

Canadians in the assault across the Rhine (Operation "PLUNDER' by Second
British Arny on the night 23/24 Mar; 9 Cdn Inf Bde being under command) and
deals with the expansion of the Rhine bridgehead by 2 Cdn Corps up to

2359 hours 1 Apr 45, the tinme at which HQ First Cdn Arnmy became fully

operational on the east bank of the Rhine.

2. The successful conclusion of Operations "VERI TABLE'! (of which
"BLOCKBUSTER' was a part) and "GRENADE"! on 10 Mar |eft the Suprene Comander
in a position to enter upon the decisive stage of the war on the Western
front. The winter offensives by First Canadian and Ninth U S. Arm es had now
given the Allied forces control of the whole of the west bank of the Rhine
fromthe Dutch - Gernman border to the bridgehead established by

Ceneral Bradley's 12 U. S. Arnmy Group at Remagen sone 12 miles south of Bonn on
7 Mar. It was thus possible to contenplate the |aunching of operations on a

| arge scale into trans-Rhenish Germany. So far as 21 Arny G oup was

!See Historical Reports 185 and 186.
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concerned, the assault across the river had been conceived by

Fi el d- Mar shal Montgonmery as an operation which "required to be under the
control of one Army Comrander rather than two" in the northern part of the
sector, (Hist Sec File AEF: 45/First Cdn Arnmy/C/E: General Crerar's Despatch
to the Mnister of National Defence, 5 Apr 45, para 7); further to the south
he proposed to nount a co-ordinated assault with Ninth U S. Arny near

Rhei nberg. Wth the attai nment of his objectives on the west bank, therefore,
the C.-in-C. was able to regroup his forces and give Lt-Gen Denpsey the
necessary frontage and the responsibility of forcing a crossing in the area of
Xanten and Rees. The intention was to establish a bridgehead, in conjunction
with First US. Army to isolate the Ruhr fromthe rest of Germany, and break

into the north German plain. (lbid)

PLANS AND PREPARATI ONS FOR THE ASSAULT ACROSS THE RHI NE

3. As General Crerar outlined in his Despatch to the Mnister of Nationa
Def ence on 29 May 45

...the CGin-Cs plan was to cross the Rhine with two armes on a front
to include Rheinberg and Rees, the Ninth US Arny being on the right and
the Second British Arnmy on the left. Under Lt-General Denpsey's
command, the 18th US Airborne Corps, conprising the 17th US and 6th
British Airborne Divisions, was to execute the third and | ast great

ai rborne operation of the canpaign. The initial intention was to
capture Wesel as a centre of communications. The bridgehead so gai ned
woul d be expanded to ensure the town and its roads agai nst any
interference fromthe south and used as a base from which to seize
Emmerich and the inportant crossing there. The whole area would then be
devel oped in depth to enable further offensive operations to be nmounted

by all three arnies east of the Rhine and north of the Ruhr
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(H st Sec File AEF: 45/First Cdn Arny/ G E;, General Crerar's
Despatch t the M nister of National Defence, 29 May 45, para 3; see
also GOC-in-C file 1-0, C -in-c. 21 Arimy Goup Directive M 559,
9 Mar 45)

4. North U. S. Arny was to assault across the Rhine near Rheinberg
protecting the right flank of second British Army and the bridging sites at
Wesel . Lt-Gen Denpsey's forces were to cross in the areas of Xanten and Rees,
while XVIIT U S. Airborne Corps would "drop in" north of Wese

(AEF: 45/21 Army Gp/ C/F, Docket I1: page 47). Thus the two attacking armes
woul d secure a bridgehead east of the Rhine within the area bounded by the
towns of Duisberg, Bottrop, Dorsten, Borken, Aalten, Doetinchem and Pannerden
(General Crerar's Despatch, para 5). Wile the 21 Arny G oup plan called for
First Canadian Arny to take no active part in the assault, during this phase,
the Arny was to carry out several feints along the river on the left of Second
Arnmy and "to hold the river line fromEmerich to the sea, the security of the
bri dgehead over the Waal at Nijmegen and of the islands on the north side of
the Schel dt Estuary being primary requirenents". By 23 Mar the individua
areas of responsibility were as follows: on the right, 2 Cdn Corps fromthe
Cl eve-Enmerich road to MIligen with elements of 2 Cdn Inf Div holding the
river line; in the centre fromMIligen to the juncture of the Maas and Waa

1 Cdn Corps was established with 49 (WR') Inf Div firmin front; while on the
I eft, along the Maas westwards to the sea, 1 Brit Corps had under comuand

1 Pol Armd Div, 4 Cdo Bde, 116 R M Bde and the Royal Netherlands Bde. (See
al so Report No. 186, paras 169, 179, 184, 186). At the same time First

Canadi an Arnmy was required "to nmake all preparations for bridging the Rhine at
Emrerich and for taking command of our |odgenment area to the north and

nort h-west of that place when so ordered" (ibid).

5. The second phase was intended to carry the Arnmy G oup's broader
penetration into an area bordered by Hamm Minster, Rheine, Al nelo, Deventer

Apel doorn, Oterloo and Renkum The Canadi an boundary wi th Second British
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Army woul d then include Emrerich, Doetinchem Ruurlo, Borculo and Borne, and
the direction of CGeneral Crerar's operations would be to the north.

(GOC-in-C file 1-0, C-in-C. 21 Arnmy Goup Directive M559, 9 Mar 45)

6. Ceneral Denpsey's plan called for three well-tinmed assault crossings
foll owed by the airborne "drop”. The northern thrust would be nmade on D mi nus
1 by 30 Brit Corps against Rees while 3 Brit Inf Div held the west bank of the
river along the Corps front; Lt-Gen Horrocks would then proceed to establish
and build up his bridgehead with a view to passing his arnmour through

Further to the south, Lt-Gen Ritchie's 12 Brit Corps was to execute a double
punch; the first by 1 Cdn Bde agai nst Wesel late on D minus 1 to capture the
town and the bridges over the river Lippe and the Seiten Canal; the second on
D Day by 15 (S.) Div on a two-brigade front fromthe area of Xanten. The
western bank on this sector would be held by 52 (L.) Div, who had orders to
hold a brigade group ready to reinforce the 15 (S.) Div. 53 (W) Div, with
under command 4 Brit Arnd Bde, and 7 Arnd Div constituted the build up forces
for 12 Brit Corps. (AEF:. 45/21 Arny Gp/C/F, Docket Il: Notes on Operations
of 21 Army Gp, 6 Jun 44 - 5 May 45, section 7, pp. 47-49)

7. The Airborne operation, due to go in on D Day itself, was designed to
sei ze the high ground about five mles north of Wesel and to help speed the
capture of the vital bridging areas. 6 Brit and 17 U. S. Airborne Divs were to
capture the Diersfordt Wod and |jssel bridges in that area and establish
contact with 12 Brit Corps; after that 6 Brit Airborne Div would be relieved
by 15 (S.) Div, while, its American counter-part would push on to the east,
assum ng tenporary command of 1 Cdo Bde and having a priority call on

6 Gds Tk Bde. 17 U.S. Airborne Div would finally pass to Ninth U S. Arny when

conveni ent. (ibid)

8. As the left flank of 21 Arny Goup’s forthcom ng operations was to be a
Canadi an responsibility, General Crerar had agreed with Lt-Gen Denpsey that

2 Cdn Corps would be placed under the operational control of Second Arny
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shortly before the actual assault was |aunched. The Canadi an formati on woul d
then be passed over the Rhine at the appropriate tinme and would be used to
extend the Rees bridgehead to the north-west toward Doeti nchem and Aalten and
to secure Emmerich as a centre of comunications and as a bridge site. Wen
the river had been bridged at that point 2 Cdn Corps would revert to

General Crerar's commuand (General Crerar's Despatch, para 5). The
prerequisite then to the First Cdn Army operations was the construction of a
bri dge at Emmerich, but this was not possible so long as the high ground to
the north-west of Emmerich remained in the eneny's hands: This wooded
feature, known as the Hoch Elten, rises to a height of some 240 feet and
covers the roughly triangular area bounded by Elten, Kilder, Zeddam and 's
Heerenberg. The Hoch Elten had | ong been an objective of high priority
because of its dom nating position and it was with the particular task of
seizing it that the Canadi ans were to be passed through the left of Second
Arny over the 30 Corps bridges. The first nmain task of 2 Cdn Corps was to
attack through the left of 30 Brit Corps, to advance on Zutphen (9494) and
Deventer (9207), and in conjunction with an operation by 1 Cdn Corps agai nst
Arnhem to regroup facing east for the thrust into Germany. (H S. 21501
(D351) G S.O 1 Ops file Op "PLUNDER', Vol 76, outline plan 2 Cdn Corps, dated
18 Mar 45). The operation by 2 Cdn Corps was to be known as "HAYMAKER' (W D.
GS., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: Appx 18, Op "PLUNDER" folio "FLANKS" 51
(H) Div Op Instr No. 35, dated 22 Mar 45, para 28).

9. The full inplications of the northward thrust fromthe Enmerich

bri dgehead were that with 2 Cdn Corps General Crerar would carry the defences
of the Ijssel - prepared by the eneny to withstand an assault eastwards - by
taking themin the rear fromthe east. After capturing Zutphen and Deventer
he woul d seize Apel doom and the intervening high ground towards Arnhem He
woul d take Arnhemitself by an assault crossing over the Neder Rijn with 1 Cdn
Corps while the enemy was already engaged with 2 Cdn Corps farther north. His
engi neers woul d then be prepared to bridge the river at Arnhem and open up

comruni cations from Ni j megen through that town to the north-east as soon as
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the progress of 2 Cdn Corps made this possible. (WD., GOC -in-C First Cdn
Arny, March 1945: Appx 1, Directive, 10 Mar 45). "A secure flank facing west
and running northwards fromthe Neder R jn about Renkum woul d be forned. When
t hese communi cati ons had been established, the axis of First Cdn Arnmy's
operations would then be turned towards the north-east”. (General Crerar's

Despatch, para 7).

10. In projecting the course of these operations General Crerar wote,

.1 decided that when the 2nd Canadi an Corps had captured the
St okkammer Bosch and Hoch Elten features and was advancing to secure the
front between Doetinchem and Pannerden, the 1st Canadi an Corps woul d
drive the eneny fromthe south-eastern portion of the Nijnmegen "island"
and make contact with Lt-General Sinonds' forces along the Pannerdensche
canal. As the latter advanced northwards and secured their left flank
to the line of the |Ijssel between Doesburg and Westervoort,
Lt - General Foul kes woul d clear the northern portion of the "island" and
gain control of the left bank of the Neder Rijn for the purpose of
establishing a bridgehead north of the river and east of Arnhem as a
prelimnary to the capture of the town itself. This crossing was to be
pl anned to take place at the same tine as, or slightly subsequent to,
the crossing of the Ijssel by the 2nd Canadi an Corps, which would be
made after Lt-General Sinmonds had gained the |line between Del den, Holtan

and Deventer.

(lLbid, para 8. see also WD., GOC -in-C First Cdn
Arny, March 1945: Appx 2, Directive, 24 Mar 45)

11. A regroupi ng of considerable proportion now took place to bind the
agreenent between CGenerals Crerar and Denpsey and to coincide with Second
British Army's plan of assault schedul ed for the night of 23/24 Mar 45
(H.S. 21501 (D351), G S.O 1 Ops file, Op "PLUNDER', folios 74, 76, 81).
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Lt-Gen Horrocks' 30 Brit Corps took over 3 Brit Inf Divin situ from8 Brit
Corps, while 2 Cdn Corps canme under the operational control of Second Arny at
1200 hours 20 Mar. On the same day 3 Cdn Inf Div was placed directly under
the command of 30 Brit Corps, which in turn passed 9 Cdn Inf Bde to 51 (H.)
Div. (lbid: Folios 74, 76, 81)

12. The attack by 30 Brit Corps was to be carried out in three phases.? 1In
the first, 51 (H) Div, with under conmmand 9 Cdn Inf Bde, would secure the
initial bridgehead, at the sanme tine being responsible for passing

Brigadier J.M Rockingham s battalions over the Rhine and, when opportunity
offered, for commtting themto action on the left. Followi ng i mediately
behind 51 (H. ) Div would be one infantry brigade and the Divisiona
Headquarters of 43 Inf Div, who would on arrival, take over 9 Cdn Inf Bde for
build up and relieve the Ieft brigade of the Hi ghland Division. Then would
come the remai nder of 43 Inf Div followed by the rest of 3 Cdn Inf Div. Once
these noves were conpleted and its operational strength was consi dered great
enough, 3 Cdn Inf Div was to resunme full control of 9 Cdn Inf Bde and of the
left flank. At this point, the second phase, the devel opnent of a
three-divisional front, would comrence; with 3 Cdn Inf Div on the left, 43 Inf
Divin the centre and 51 (H.) Div on the right, with a view to building up the
| odgenent area so that the third phase, an arnoured break out along the axis
Bocholt, Aalten, G oenlo, could be launched. (WD., GS., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div,
March 1945: Appx 15, folio "PLUNDER', Op Instr No. 49, 20 Mar 45; H st Sec
file 229 C2, 2(D7) "PLUNDER' R. A. 30 Corps Op Instr No. 35, 20 Mar 45)

13. 3 Cdn Inf Div was to remain under command of 30 Corps until such a tine
as adequat e comruni cati ons exi sted; when that stage was reached the conmander
of 2 Cdn Corps would take over the direction of Operation "HAYMAKER' on the
left flank. (H.S. File 21501 (D351), G S.O. 1 Ops file, Op "PLUNDER'

folio 76, Qutline Plan 2 Cdn Corps, 18 Mar 45; also Folios 66, 67, 68, 69,

2See Appx "A" to this report.
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notes by Col G S. on conference with commander and C. of S. 2 Cdn Corps on

Op "PLUNDER', 14 Mar 45). On 14 Mar, at a conference held at H Q 2 Cdn Corps
to di scuss the probable course of operations, Lt-Gen Sinonds had indicated
that in order to allow bridges to be erected at Emmerich, he considered that a
bri dgehead nust cover an area of at |east 4000 to 5000 yards' radius with its
centre at Emmerich. To secure such a bridgehead was the initial task of 3 Cdn
Inf Div, but the Corps Conmander explained that if this operation proved at

all "sticky", he would be prepared to reinforce it with part or all of 2 Cdn

Inf Div. (lbid: and folio 72, Op "PLUNDER', 17 Mar 45)

SUPPORT FOR THE OPERATI ON

14. The i nmmedi ate air support for Operation "PLUNDER' was itself gigantic,
and may be broken down into five definite phases. The first of these, the
interdiction progranme to isolate the Ruhr, had actually begun early in
February. At that tine eighteen bridges on the nost inportant routes from
central CGermany were selected for destruction. The responsibility for these
targets had been divi ded between the Allied medi um bonmbers in the theatre and
the strategic air forces in England. |In solemm succession each of the chosen
bri dges was attacked, with the result that by 23 Mar 45 only three or at the
nost four of the original eighteen structures remained in use. Though not
directly connected with Operation "PLUNDER' at that time, these onslaughts (to
gquote an official report) "provided an appreci able bonus thereto" (AEF:

45/21 Arnmy Group/S/IF "Air Action in Support of the Battle of the Rhine:

May 1945"). The second phase, this one specifically designed for Operation
"PLUNDER', covered a long terminterdiction programe begun early in March
wi th Bonmber Conmmand "going all out" to paralyse the eneny's transportation
network in the rear of the battle area, attacking the area which included

Zwol I e, the El bergen Bridge, Rheine, Neubeckum Soest, Siagen and Siegburg.
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The of fensive included heavy bonber attacks on all existing viaducts,?® bridges

and rail centres both in the above area and leading into it.

15. The third phase of the air operations conprised the pre-D Day bonbing,
the object of which acts to reduce the eneny's will to fight, to hinder his
def ensive preparations and to disrupt his comunications. The targets in this
phase, insofar as 21 Arny Goup's front was concerned included, (as
pre-arranged targets,) the towns of Haldern, |sselburg, Anholt end Praest.
These places were high in priority to receive treatnment; Hal dern and Praest
were to be heavily attacked during the last hours of D mnus 1 by a strong
force of fighter bonbers, while the other two centres were earnarked for
certain destruction by first light on D Day. The fourth phase, also a
pre-arranged progranme was planned to establish and maintain air superiority
over the assault areas, the dropping and | anding zones, with particul ar
reference to those air-fields capable of handling jet propelled aircraft the
appearance of which had, since the beginning of the year, increased enough to
substantiate the fact that the German Air Forces were attenpting a serious
revival. It was of absolute inportance that the assault across the Rhine
shoul d go forward without interference. Therefore all air strips were to be
attacked on D minus 3 and on D Day by over 1400 namchines of Eighth U S A A F.
with extra sweeps by 2 Tactical Air Force and VIII Fighter Command of U.S.
Arny Air Forces. Other necessary itenms in the fourth phase included the
neutralization of the eneny's flak defences, the provisions of fighter cover
for the air-borne attacks, the close support for the assault and the
prevention of eneny novement into and within the battle area. The |ast phase
provi ded for the day to day support after the initial attacks across the
Rhine. For this purpose adequate air support conmunications were allotted to

all the assaulting units so that local air support could be called for on

SOne of the nost inportant, the one at Bielefeld, had already
been severely hit by R A F. Lancasters with the new 22,000 pound
bonbs on 14 WMar.
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short notice. Mst hostile batteries were already on the pre-arranged target
list, but any other such interference observed by either Tac/R Arty/R or by
the fighter pilots thensel ves would be dealt with on the spot. (lbid; also
WD., GS., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: Appx 14, sub-appx "A" to Air
Support, Confirmatory Notes, Conference 1600 hrs, 17 Mar 45, al so Report by

The Suprene Commander to the Conbined Chiefs of Staff on the Operations in

Europe of the Allied Expeditionary Force, 6 June 1944 to 8 May 1945, p. 99)4

16. The artillery support was to be equally heavy. It was divided into four
parts. The proper counter-battery programe beginning at H mnus 4 invol ved
the use of 746 guns, a portion or which would have al ready ranged and carried
out sone destructive shoots since 1300 hours (H-8). At H mnus 3 nost of
these guns were to cease fire but 256 of them would continue to blast the
eneny's positions until H mnus 45 mnutes. |In addition, beginning at H m nus
3, the counter-nortar progranme was to continue until H Hour with 80 pieces
hurling their projectiles to discourage the eneny from manning his own cl ose
support weapons. Sinultaneously, while 32 field guns from Gds Arnd and 3 Cdn
Inf Divs blinded the enenmy's observation posts with snmoke until H minus

90 mi nutes, the 30 Corps prelinnary bonmbardnment guns, 408 in nunber, were to
fire in unison until Hmnus 4 mnutes. A further weight of deadly netal was
to shower the east bank of the river in a "pepper-pot" shoot controlled by

3 Brit Div, with under command CH of O (MG), 3 Cdn A Tk Regt and 4 Cdn
L.A. A Regt to begin at Hmnus 2 hours and to be carried on to H plus

5 minutes and be on call thereafter. This first "pepper-pot" would drench
pre-selected targets on the left flank of the attack, excluding Rees. A
second shoot, controlled by 51 (H) Div. covered the right flank of the
attack, across the river and included Rees. The crescendo in this thunderous
overture was to come at H mi nus 30, when, after 10 m nutes' conplete silence,

516 guns would belch forth to herald the supporting bonbardment for the actua

“Page numbers used in this report refer to the edition published
by the U S. Governnment Printing Ofice, Washington 25, D.C.
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assault by the Highland Division. This was bo go on until H Hour, after which
a harassing fire programme by 80 guns (nostly 3.7 A A operating in a ground
role) would conme into effect to isolate the immedi ate battlefield. (H.S.

File 229C2 2(D7), Op "PLUNDER': Fire Plan Table Cloth, 3rd edition, sheets 1
and 2; R A 30 Corps Op Instr No. 35, 20 Mar 45; AFF/ 3 Cdn Inf Div/CF

Docket V, Folio 12, Appx 2, Op "PLUNDERS', Trace "PEPPER-POT" gun areas).

17. D Day for the operation was to be 24 Mar, with H Hour for 30 Corps at
2100 hours D minus 1. However, even up to 1600 hours on 23 Mar this col ossa
and carefully planned attack was subject to postponenent if weather conditions

were not favourable. Special code words were devised to define whether the

operation was "on" or not. (WD., GS., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945

Appx 18, 51 (H.) Div Op Instr No. 35, 22 Mar 45)

TOPOGRAPHY OF THE BATTLEFI ELD

18. In meki ng a topographical study of the ground north and east of the

Rhi ne whi ch i ncludes Emrerich, Bocholt and Wsel, the area nay be divided into

four types of country:

(a) The Rhine flood bed.

(b) The Rhine flood plain.

(c) The stretch of |ow sandy pl ateau between the |jssel and the Rhine.

(d) The valley of the Qude Ijssel River.

The Rhine flood bed is bounded by the main dyke which follows the north bank
of the OQude Rijn and the Alter Rhein. It is subject to conplete subnersion at

time of high water. The countryside, which is found below the |evel of the
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river, is nostly pasture land with fields geonetrically shaped and frequently
hemred by drai nage ditches. Hedges and trees are few. 1In the i mediate
vicinity of the river there are nunmerous stretches of dead water, patches of
| ow scrub and peat bogs; in addition, nuch of the ground |liable to flood
remai ns marshy even in dry weather. The surface soil is either red or blue
clay based on sand or gravel; this sanme surface being traversable to al
vehicles in dry weather. After rain however it becones generally inpassable
to wheel ed vehicles and quite difficult for tracks. (WD., GS., HQ 3 Cdn
Inf Div, March 1545: Appx 15, folio "30 Corps" Op "PLUNDER': 30O Corps

Int Dossier No. I, 13 Mar 45, Part 1V, G S. G S. 4414, Maps 1/ 25000, sheets
4002-5 4102-5, 4203-5)

19. The Rhine flood plain is mainly the area which would be flooded if no
dykes existed. It is frequently intersected by nmeanders and streans which
represent the original course of the river; in many places around these are
found smal| | akes or patches of stagnant water. Generally it is low slightly
undul ating country, nostly arable with some pasture. The population live in
small villages and isolated farns which stand for the nost part on the higher
ground. These communities are connected by a network of secondary narrow
roads of uncertain surface which could not be expected to stand up to nuch
heavy traffic. The clay soil would i mediately nmake cross-country going
difficult during and after wet weather; the small marshes and peat bogs woul d
be further obstacles. It is on the eastern edge of a single sand pl at eau
which forms an island on this flat plain that the town of Emrerich |ies.
Emrerich itself is dom nated, i mediately to the northwest, by high wooded
ground - known as the Hoch Elten features. The capture of this feature would
be essential to anyone wishing to hold the city securely, and eneny firmy
entrenched on Hoch Elten would fight strongly to hold it and woul d be
difficult to dislodge. (lbid; and 30 Corps Int Dossier No. |, 13 Mar 45, as

above)
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20. The | ow sand pl ateau exists as a m nor ridge dividing the OQude |jsse
val l ey fromthe Rhine and runs roughly from Wsel to Anholt; it is also to be
found around Bocholt as well as north and west of s Heerenberg. In genera
this type of country is higher than the flat plain and has fine sandy soil

On the ridges are many small woods surrounded by arable | ands, and the people
live nostly on farms and in ham ets which have sprung up at the nunerous road

junctions. (lLbid)

21. The valley of the Qude Ijssel is flat and open with many pasture fields
running right up to the river's bank; nost of the land is arable. There are
few hedges, the fields being bounded by ditches which are sonetines as nuch as
15 to 20 feet wide. These are in thenselves firmobstacles, especially

form dable north of the river where the ditches are deeper. The soil in this
region is loam which would allow a free passage for nost vehicles in sumer
and sonme in winter, though any heavy group of vehicles nmight be liable to bog

down. (I bid)

22. Comuni cations in the flood bed and pl ain generally depended upon the
secondary road system which was poor and unable to take heavy | oads.

However, the other roads in the sand plateau and the Qude |jssel valley,

t hough still not goods were more devel oped and of better quality. The

aut obahn marked on nmost maps was only in the earliest stage or construction

It appeared then, that the npjority of novenments beyond the Rhine would be
confined to these roads, The nmmin obstacles would obviously be the dykes, the
rivers, the woods and the Wesel - Emmerich railway. Around these
obstructions, the enemy, a proven master in delaying action, could be expected

to put up a stiff resistance. (lbid)*®

SFor a detailed topographical study of the area see
| nter-Service Topographical Departnent, |1.S. T.D./C/403/P1, Western

Ger many: Frontier Zone, Sheet PlI, Topography. Roads and Bri dges
(Copy available at Joint Intelligence Board).
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THE ENEMY S| TUATI ON

23. Havi ng got the remmants of his forces back across the river in
conparatively good order after Operation "BLOCKBUSTER', the eneny m ght be
expected to make frantic preparations to neet the coming storm But the
guestion of how he woul d di spose his forces on the east bank was not an easy
one to answer, mainly because from 11l Mar to 15 Mar there had been al npost
conplete | ack of contact. On 16 Mar however, sone air photographs gave

i ndi cation that the eneny was continuing to build up his strength in the angle

or the Rhine and the Ijssel rivers particularly in A A positions.

The | atest air cover shows new positions from Emmerich (E96) to Zutphen,
at Dolten (AO7) and at each side of the Loch Elten (E96) feature.

Further field artillery also is being enplaced in the gun areas centered
at Hoch Elten. A corresponding reduction in A A is seen north and east
or Zaltbonmel (E26). There is no further clue to the formations to be
enpl oyed on our inmmediate front except that 116 Pz Div still appears to

be hovering in the background east of Emmerich

(First Cdn Arny Int Summary No. 259, 16 Mar 45)

24. Since the task of exactly placing the German formations was only
acconpl i shed by the thorough investigation of the existing sources, the

pi eci ng together or the jig-saw was slow, but gradually the infornmation
trickled in, was analyzed, confirmed and passed on. It becane clear that a
heavy concentration of guns had been assenbl ed under cover of the woods on the
dom nating feature of Hoch Elten, fromwhich the lowlying river country could
be overl ooked for several mles upstream Along the front west of Emmerich
our observers had spotted Bane 160 cannon (WD., Historical Oficer, H Q

First Cdn Army, 18 Mar 45, based on First Cdn Army Int Sunmary No. 262,

18 Mar 45). Battered though his troops might be, harried and urgently

reinforced fromhis depleted depots and training establishnments, the eneny was

20 Report No. 19



seeki ng anxiously to deploy the wasted strength of his formations to the best

advantage along this |last great water barrier in the west. (lbid)

25. By 2400 hours 19 Mar Lt-Gen Denpsey's Intelligence Staff reported that:

On the | ower Rhine front above Nijnegen the eneny shows considerabl e
nervousness and a great sense of urgency in carrying out his
preparations. This is indicated by several factors, including road
movenment in the general area North or the Lippe and a sonmewhat
aggressive attitude in the air, designed both to ascertain Allied
nmovenment and to disrupt comrunications. It is fairly clear that First
Parachute Arny crossed the Rhine reasonably well to plan and in fairly
good order. It is also certain that the bulk of the equi pnent of this
Arny was got across the Rhine and the enemy's primary concern, in so far
as Second Arny is concerned, is to prepare for a crossing over the Rhine
bel ow the Rhine - an area which he considers to be a very feasible one

fromthe point of view or assault river crossings..

(AEF: 45/ Second Arny/L/F, Docket |: 9 Feb - 29 mar 45;
Int Sunmary No. 289, 18 Mar 45)

26. At this sane tinme it was confirned that 2 Para Corps was the right-hand
corps of First Para Arny. 6 Para Div was known to be under command 2 Para
Corps on its right, inclusive Emerich, exclusive Rees; in the centre between
Rees and Xanten, 8 Para Div held its line; while on the left, from Xanten to
Wesel, was 7 Para Div. The centre corps was probably 86 Corps, with 84 Div on
the right and 180 Div in the centre. The left flank here could not be

consi dered beyond specul ation. One point, however, was fairly clear. The
sector from Wesel to Duisburg was |large, possibly too large for a single
corps, and on the face of this it appeared that 2 Para Div on the left flank
of First Para Arny might belong to another corps, the right-hand division of

whi ch mi ght be 190 Inf Div. MWiting behind to the rear, 47 Pz Corps was
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| ocated. This corps, which consisted of 116 Pz Div and 15 Pz Gren Div, had

been carefully traced in its novenent after it had covered a good part of the

wi t hdrawal across the Rhine, and could be found in a northerly direction

t hrough Borken up as far as the line Aalten - Zel hem (0580 . The Intelligence

staff accounted for 47 Pz Corps in these words:

27.

It is fairly clear that the task of this Corps is nobile reserve to Arny
Group H and possibly to Twenty-Fifth Army as well, and it is so placed
as to be able to neet an energency either in the Vesel -Emrerich sector

or further North across the Ijssel.

(Lbi d)

Besi des 47 Pz Corps, there were known to exist a nunber of Wehrkreis

Battal i ons®, npbst of which appeared to be in the area of Borken. The task of

these battalions was apparently to prepare the towns in their own area for

all -round defense and to conmbat any air |anding attenpt. These sonmewhat

inferior troops were backed by several nobile flak units, whose primary role

was anti-air |anding, but who would cone into operation in a ground role if

the local situation demanded it. On |ocal defenses the First Cdn Arny

Intelligence Staff comented

It is quite clear that defenses designed to stop us crossing the Rhine
are not in an advanced stage of preparation. The nmain trends of
activity are in the areas of the crossing places of Enmerich, Rees,
Xanten and Wesel. The tendency here is for the existing defenses to fan
out in all directions and eventually, were they allowed to proceed, sone

senbl ance of a line along the river, or standing back fromit, mght

®Wehrkreis: Field replacenent units in training under comrand
mlitary District Staff. used in emergency as
| ocal defence forces.

22 Report No. 19



energe. It is this preparation, with the sonmewhat doubtful assistance
of civilians and Vol kssturmthat is going on daily and in feverish

hast e.

(1 bi d)

Thus we see the picture of the First Para Arnmy sorting itself out, its

under manned di visions reinforced in an area that was not as yet ready to stop
our penetration across the Rhine. Neverthel ess, whatever the state of
preparation, whatever the strength of his divisions and however weak the
nmobi | e arnour back of them mi ght be - these paratroops could be expected to

fight as fanatically as ever. (lbid)

28. Subsequent interrogation of many of the German Conmmanders concerned has
been possible, and it has established that the appreciations of our
Intelligence Staffs were substantially correct. First Parachute Arny was

commanded by General Alfred Schlemm a fighting man of "undoubted nmilitary

ability". (AEF: 45/First Cdn Arny/L/F, Docket I11: Special Interrogation

Report General Alfred Sohlemm). He told his interrogators how he had prepared

to defend the Rhine, filling up his ranks - depleted by the Rhineland fighting
- with 50,000 to 60,000 reinforcenents, "the reserved category workers,

conval escents and too-old and to-young"”. He clained that he foresaw our use
of airborne troops to assist in the crossing, anticipating that such |anding
woul d take place east of Wesel. This was in the area defended by 86 Inf

Cor ps, commanded by General Erich Straube, whose ability was held in contenpt
by his brother generals. The actual area of the expected airborne | andi ng was
defended by 84 Inf Div, |ed by Mjor-General Heinz Fiebig, a man who gave his
interrogators the inpression that he was "a charnmng fellow to have at a

party; the last man to lead a division in the field". (lLbid: Specia

Interrogation Reports, General FErich Straube, and Maj-Gen Hei nz Fi ebiq)
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29. The right of Schlemms arnmy was in nore capable hands, for to the north
or 86 Inf Corps stood the tough parachutists of 2 Para Corps, under the
command of General der Flieger Eugen Meindl, whose "reputation had been
enhanced by words of praise fromboth his seniors and subordi nates".

(lLbid: Special Interrogation Report, General Eugen Meinel). This red-faced

little veteran of Norway, Crete, Russia and Normandy had about 10,000 to
12,000 fighting men in his corps and, according to his recollection when
interrogated in the spring of 1946, about 80O field and nedi um guns, as well as
60 dual - purpose 88-mm anti-aircraft. Like his imediate superior, Meindl was
concerned at the prospect of an allied landing fromthe air, but he

appreci ated that such a | anding woul d take place near Rees. Wth 88 Inf Corps
of 25th Arnmy on his right and 86 Inf Corps on his left, Meindl awaited the
attack. He deployed his corps with 6 Para Div holding the shore on the right,

7 Para Div on the lefts and 8 Para Div in the centre. (lbid)

30. Typi cal of the three generals who | ed the parachute divisions is

Lt- Gen Hermann Pl ocher, Commander of 6 Para Div. |In the forceful personality
of this sound professional soldier is a clue to the fierce, skilful fighting

of his parachutists. A highly qualified airman and sol dier, he had served

14 months in the Spanish Civil War as a nenber of the German "Condor Legion".
Wth 6,000 to 7,000 men he held the east bank from Enmerich to just north of

Rees. As the roads |eading out of Enmerich were not very good, Plocher

t hought the attack woul d conme, not against his sectors but at Rees. (lbid:

Special Interrogation Report Lt-Gen Hermann Pl ocher).

31. What ever depths of dejection the rest of the German forces had reached,
these nen of the parachute divisions still intended to fight to the end. At a
| ater date prisoners froma paratroop division gave this inpression of high

norale to their American captors:

They are proud of belonging to an elite branch, however exterm nated it

may becone in the nmeantinme. They are, as a rule, younger and physically
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better qualified than other troops. Their relations to the Arny are

Wi thout a stigma, in contrast to the notorious SS gang. They like to
consi der themsel ves the successors of the crack troops which invaded
Hol I and in 1940, Crete in 1941, and made a last-ditch stand in Cassino.
Actual ly, only a handful have survived these "nenorable" days and,
considering the quality and | ength of Para training now given, only very

few woul d equal those acconplishnents.

Practically all of them have been made to believe that Hitler has
restored | aw and order, greatness and equality to the German people.

The Hitler myth has taken so strong a hold on themthat many refuse to
consi der even the possibility of a German defect. Hitler's pronise of a
victory and of secret weapons to achieve it with is accepted by many

i ke a guarantee from a higher being. Ohers think that Nazi Cernmany
was a good thing until the war but that Hitler should never have

chal l enged the entire world as he did.

(First Cdn Army Int Summary No. 271, 28 Mar 45)

32. Behind the non-flying parachutists and their infantry and Vol ksstrum
satellites was the First Para Arnmy reserve, 47 Pz Corps, commanded by the

i mposi ngly naned General Heinrich Freiherr Von Luttwitz. When interrogated

| ater, the corps conmander clainmed that his two formations were only
30 per cent of normal strength, and possessed only 35 tanks when they retired
across the Rhine. They constituted the sole remants of German arnour stil
facing 21 Arny Group. Reinforcements brought themup to 50 per cent strength
in men, but no additional tanks were received. The corps was deployed in
defense of the line of the Rhine, with 15 Pz Gen Div north of Bocholt, and
116 Pz Div centred around Ruurlo, while the General had established his
headquarters at Silvolde. Luttwitz placed the corps in these positions to

deal with a parachute | anding which Arnmy G oup "H' feared woul d be | aunched
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along the Ijssel in conjunction with a surface assault across the Rhine.

(AEFM 45/ First Cdn Arny/L/F, Docket I1l: Special Interrogation Report,

Ceneral -Heinrich Freiherr Von Luttwtz)

33. The eneny's total reserves capable of intervention agai nst "PLUNDER'

could be divided into two categories,

(a) Armour and infantry in the west.

(b) Reserves from outside.

Apart from 47 Pz Corps, the followi ng informati on was avail abl e about the
Panzer type formations: The portion of Pz Lehr Div which was not already
committed agai nst the Remagen Bridgehead m ght well be sent down there very
shortly to assist 9 and 11 Pz Divs (and 106 Pz Bde, none or whom was havi ng an
easy tine. 3 Pz Gren Div was in the slow process of refitting. 2 Pz Div was,
according to a recently acquired prisoner, sonewhere south of the Mselle, but
since this formation had not had any rest for sone weeks, it was not |ikely
that it would interfere in our forthcom ng operations. Thus the chances were
that on D Day all Arnour except 116 Pz and 15 Pz Gren Divs woul d be engaged

el sewhere. It might, however, be expected that as in "VERI TABLE" sonme odd

regiments would filter into the battle area slowy.

34. It was estimated at this tine that none of the units which had been
engaged during the |ast few days on the west bank would be strong enough to be
nmoved away fromtheir present sectors. Potential reserves nust therefore be
sought at either end of the western front, on the eastern front, or even in
Norway, Denmark or Italy. The three |ast sources were fair possibilities, the
Russi an front was not, for Marshal Stalin's nen were putting on far too nuch
pressure to pernit the release of any divisions for enploynment el sewhere.
(WD., GS., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: Appx 15, "30 Corps" Planning Int
Dossier No. 1, 13 Mar 45)
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DI SPOSI TI ON AND PLANS OF 2 CDN CORPS

35. | medi ately prior to the opening of the Arnmy Group's offensive,

2 Cdn Corps held the river front on General Crerar's flank between the Cleve -
Emrerich road and MIlingen with elenents of 2 Cdn Inf Div (H. S. file, AEF:
45/ 2 Cdn Corps/C/F: Weekly Summary of Cdn Ops and Activities, 18 to 24 Mar).’
In the centre 49 (WR. ) Inf Div passed at noon, on 15 Mar, to the command of

1 Cdn Corps, which then assuned responsibility for the Nijnmegen sector between
2 Cdn and 1 Brit Corps. "Thus", wote CGeneral Crerar, "for the first tinme the
two Canadi an Corps were operationally comitted under ny comand and an

hi stori cal consummuation had been realized" (General Crerar's Despatch

para 4). On the far left, the line of the Maas river westwards to the sea was
held by 1 Brit Corps with 1 Pol Anmid Div. 4 Cdo Bde, 116 Royal Marine Bde and
t he Royal Netherlands Bde under command, 1 Cdn Inf Div find 5 Cdn Arnd Diver.8
lately arrived fromthe Italian theatre of operations, remained in Arny
reserve to be enployed according to the GO C -in-C.'s plan and as the

situation indicated. (Lbid)

36. The outline plan for 2 Cdn Corps was itself divided into four phases. In
the first, 3 Cdn Inf Div, having attacked through the left of 30 Corps, was to
seize Vrasselt (0O159) with the | eading brigade, Emerich and the surrounding
woods (9662 - 9762) with the second brigade, while the third went on to
capture the Hoch Elten feature. |f, however, Enmerich was too strongly held,
the town woul d becone the objective of the third brigade and Hoch Elten was to
be taken on by an additional brigade from2 Cdn Inf Div. Wth this end in
view 2 Cdn Inf Div was to have one brigade concentrated at Rees as soon as
possi bl e and another alerted and ready to cross at Rees as bridge space becane

available. Mj-Gen A B. Matthews' third brigade was to take up a position

‘See Hi st Sec Report No. 186, paras 179, 184, 193.

8See Operation "GOLDFLAKE", Report No. 181.
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nort heast of Cleve and be prepared to carry out a scramble crossing of the
river at Emerich if the town was found unoccupied; if there was any
opposition at all in Emrerich no such crossing was to be attenpted. On

conpl eti on of Phase One, the troops of 2 Cdn Inf Div on the east bank woul d
becone responsible for the Corps right flank; and while this phase was stil
proceedi ng, the balance of 2 Cdn Inf Div and 4 Cdn Arnd Div were to begin
crossing the Rhine. (H S. file 21501 (D351); G S.O 1 Ops File, Op "PLUNDER',
folios 75 and 76, Qutline Plan 2 Cdn Corps, 18 Mar 45)

37. The assault on Enmerich would have the full support of the guns of

2 Cdn Corps. Their devastating fire was to be directed agai nst the town, the
Hoch Elten feature, and any of the eneny's batteries which attenpted to
interfere with the security of the bridgehead. The operation against Emrerich
was not to be dependent on air support; it would go in regardl ess of weather
conditions, although if air support was possible, it would be used against the
eneny's "choke points"” to prevent the novenment of reserves, and against his
gun areas. (lbid; and folios 66-9, 72, "Notes by Col G S on Conference with
Commander and C. of S. 2 Cdn Corps, Op "PLUNDER', 14 Mar 45)

38. The second phase would see 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs thrusting northward side
by side, the former directed on Doetinchem the latter to the line of the
railway north of Hoch Elten. |In the third phase, 4 Cdn Arnmd Div woul d make
its appearance on the right to push on to Ruurlo and Lochem while the infantry
formati ons continued their advance to Zutphen (9494), Bronkherst and W chnond.
The | ast phase was to be a pivot novenent, with 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs advancing
across the Twente Canal to the line Mdlten (1009) - Deventer (9207) while
Maj - Gen Vokes' arnoured division noved on Delden (3007). |If, after all these
obj ectives had been achi eved, the enenmy was still resisting at Arnhem agai nst
1 Cdn Corps, Lt-Gen Sinonds would assault westwards across the |jssel River
agai nst Apel doorn (8003), probably using 1 Cdn Inf Div. 1In the sane 2 Corps
Order the allotment of arnmour for the operation was announced. Fromthe start

of the second phase, one reginent (10 Cdn Arnd Regt) of 2 Cdn Arnd Bde was to

28 Report No. 19



be under Maj-Gen Matthew s command; another (27 Cdn Arnd Regt) woul d be under
conmand 3 Cdn Inf Div. (lLbid)

39. In its own corresponding instructions for the battle, HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div
allotted the tasks ahead. After Phase One (the initial breakout towards
Emmerich by 9 Cdn Inf Bde under conmmand 51 (H.) Div), 7 Cdn Inf Bde was given
the job of enlarging the bridgehead and 8 Cdn Inf Bde the capture of Emmerich
itself. (WD., GS., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: Appx 18, folio

"2 Cdn Corps": HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div Confirmatory Notes of Conference, 1600 hrs,
17 Mar 45). It had been previously decided that the assaulting brigades

shoul d consi st of four battalions, each brigade taking in the | eading
battalion of the followup formation. |In this way H L.I. of C becane part of
154 Bde fromthe planning stage onwards. (WD., HL.I. of C, 15 Mar 45; AEF:
45/ 3 Cdn Inf Div/IC F, Docket V: Folio 20, Op "PLUNDERS", Report prepared by
Hist Ofr, 30 Apr 45). H. L.I. of C 's special assignnent under the Hi ghl and
bri gade was to capture the ham et of zu Bienen® (0658) and patrol
north-eastwards to the area of Am M I Ilingerbruch (0659) as well as towards
Praest (03859) to the north-west. 9 Cdn Inf Bde proper was then to launch its
| eading battalion (Nth N.S. Highrs) through to assault Praest, while S.D. &
G Highrs seized the ground about MIlingen (0757). 1t was expected that

H L.1. of C. would get across the river by 0200 hours on D Day with its two
sister battalions trailing over some seven or eight hours later. (WD., GS.,
H Q 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: Appx 18, Op "PLUNDER', 9 Cdn Inf Bde Op Instr
No. 1, 22 Mar 45) See Appx "A".

40. As D Day approached, the concentration and nmarshalling of troops and
equi pnment presented new probl ens of canpuflage and conceal nent. The whol e

pi cture was a keen rem nder of the days prior to the Normandy |Invasion. The

°Noti ce in subsequent paragraphs (i.e., 61) plans very often
must be changed to neet tactical demands: i.e. (a) HL.I. of C were
comm tted agai nst Speldrop: (b) It was 7 Cdn Inf Bde who took
Emreri ch.
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hi gh-1evel planners accepted the fact that the eneny knew of our intention to
cross the Rhine, but the greatest care was taken to see that the time and the
pl ace of the assault were not reveal ed. The actual concentration of the
fighting men and nmachi nes was far fromeasy, for the broad pincer novenent
recently carried out by Ninth U S. and First Cdn Armies had resulted in a w de
di spersal of units which had to be sorted out in all too short a tinme.

(AEF: 45/ Second Army/ C/ D, Docket 1). As far as the adnministration was
concerned, the build-up of anmunition and engi neer stores presented an even
greater difficulty, for the only way into the area between the rivers was over
First Cdn Arnmy's heavily | adened and al ready saggi ng road system about the

Rei chswal d. (L bid)

41. The i nmense work of preparing for the battle was only acconplished by
the conpl ete cooperation of all services. It took place behind a dense snoke
screen whi ch covered the whole front and even extended into the flanking
sectors of both Canadi an and Anerican Armes. This snoke progranme,
originally started by 2 Cdn Corps during Operation "VERI TABLE', was to prove
nost successful. When Second Army took over the Rhine bank on 10 Mar to begin
to build-up for "PLUNDER', the screen was intensified as fitting naturally
into the large scale deception plan to make the eneny believe that our attack
was ainmed directly at Emmerich. The screen was operated by a snoke contro
organi zation and tinmed to agree with the needs of the corps involved; only
Headquarters Second Army could alter these timngs in case of need for further
air photography. (AEF:. 45/First Cdn Arny/C/F, Docket I1l, Vol 1, Folio 16,
Snoke Screen Op "PLUNDER'; Folio 19, Report on Snoke Screens Carried out by

First Cdn Army, p. 33)

42. As a good part of Second British Arnmy had been operating under

Gen Crerar during Operation "VERI TABLE"; it becanme essential that no hint of

our regrouping be given the eneny. To this end, a wireless deception plan
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Operation "TRANSCEND', was arranged; ! this together with the actual placing

on the ground of dummy equi pnents drew the German's attention towards
Emrerich, and away fromthe real effort which was to be nmade further south.
The canoufl age plan, itself a master-piece of organized conceal nent, was
carried out by the Canouflage Staff Pool of 21 Army Group, assisted

whol eheartedly by experts from12 U S. Arny Group and First Cdn Arny. Like
the smoke screen, it was the biggest undertaking of its kind on the western
front. It included the conplete canouflage of all our assault equipnments, gun
positions, amunition dunps, engineer stores and concentration areas, in fact
every last thing that would give the enemy the slightest clue as to the point
of origin of the real attack. Fromthese vast |abours the rewards were npst
prom sing; on D mnus 1 a very thorough aerial check showed little to indicate
either the tinme or the place of our inpending attack. (AEF:. 45/ Second
Arny/ C/ D, Docket I; also WD., GS., HQ First Cdn Army, April 1945

Appx "JJ", folio Op "TRANSCEND', 8 Mar 45)

43. By this |late hour the enemy's positions on the east bank were being

subj ected to the fiercest air bonbardnent since the Normandy | andings. In
addition to the effort by our fighter and fighter bonbers,

Air-Marshal Sir Arthur Harris' Bonber Command had by D Day flown 5,243 sorties
droppi ng 24,983 tons of high explosives. Eighth and Ninth United States

A A Fs. contribution was correspondingly large, with 24,500 tons being dropped
in 11,067 sorties. A highlight of this destructive programme was to cone at
2230 hours on D mnus 1. At that tinme, 200 Lancasters were to swanp the town
of Wesel and pave the way for the attack of 1 Cdo Bde. (AEF:. 45/21 Arny
Gp/ G F, Docket 11, Vol 1. Notes on the Operations of 21 Arny Group, 6 Jun 44
- 5 May 45, p. 51)

1°0p "TRANSCEND'. This was a high-level wireless schene in
which |inks were established between First Cdn Arnmy's nmain and rear
H Q and 30 Brit Corps' main and rear H Q These links were to
operate daily until the assault was underway, to give the appearance
t hat the groupings of 21 Arny Group had not been substantially
changed.
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44, More than a nonth of heavy fighting through the confined regi on between
the Rivers Maas and Rhine, in the face of a desperate defence and under

appal ling conditions of weather and terrain, had |eft our own troops utterly

weary. And yet, notwithstanding their fatigue, norale was splendid: .a
tremendous, feeling of esprit de corps was evident. The spirit... was that of
troops resting after a job well done". The soldiers were convinced, noreover,

that final victory was not far off, and in the brief period of rest before the
resunpti on of operations beyond the Rhine they showed their eagerness to begin
the last great battle. (Hi st See File 205 A21.023, 21 Arny G oup Censorship
Report for period 16-31 Mar 45, Cdn Arny Overseas)

45, When dawn broke on 23 Mar the troops and their machi nes were ready for
the great adventure. The hours before the assault were ones of orderly
preparations; to the nore seasoned soldiers it was like the D Day of

June 1944; all realized that the tine to performa very necessary operation
had arrived. Their feeling of confidence was strengthened by the C.-in-C's

per sonal nessage.

1. On the 7th February | told you we were going into the ring for the
final and last round; there would be no time limt; we would continue
fighting until our opponent was knocked out. The |ast round is going

very well on both sides of the ring--and over-I|and.

2. In the Wst, the eneny has |lost the Rhineland, and with it the
flower of at least four arm es--the Parachute Arny, Fifth Panzer Arny,
Fifteenth Army, and Seventh Arny; the First Army, further to the South,
is now being added to the list. |In the Rhineland battles, the eneny has
| ost about 150,000 prisoners, and there are many nore to come: his

total casualties amunt to about 250,000 since 8th February.
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3. In-the East, the eneny has lost all-Ponerania East of the R Qder, an
area as large as the Rhineland: and three nmore German arm es have been

routed. The Russian arnies are within about 35 mles of Berlin.

4. Overhead, the Allied Air Forces are poundi ng Germany day and ni ght.

It will be interesting to see how nuch | onger the Germans can stand it.

5. The eneny has in fact been driven into a corner, and he cannot
escape. Events are noving rapidly. The conplete and decisive defeat of

the Germans is certain; there is no possibility of doubt on this matter.

6. 21 ARMY GROUP WLL NOW CROSS THE RHI NE. The enemny possibly thinks
he is safe behind this great river obstacle. W all agree that it is a
great obstacle; but we will show the enenmy that he is far fromsafe
behind it. This great Allied fighting machi ne, conposed of integrated

land and air forces, will deal with the problemin no uncertain manner.

7. And having crossed the Rhine, we will crack about in the plains of
Northern Gernmany, chasing the eneny frompillar to post. The swi fter
and the nore energetic our action the sooner the war will be over, and
that is what we all desire; to get on with the job and finish off the

German war as soon as possible.

8. Over the Rhine, then, let us go. And good hunting to you all on the

ot her si de.

9. My "the Lord mghty in battle" give us the victory in this our
| atest undertaki ng, as he has done in all our battles since we |anded in

Nor mandy on D- Day.

(WD. 2 Cdn Fd Hi st Sec. March 1945: Appx 1, Persona
message fromC. -in-C., 21 Arny Gp, March 1945)
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Thus inspired, the assault troops gathered in their hideaways for the fina
briefing and waited anxiously for the order to "get on with the job". That
order, signalling the conmencenent of the |ast great offensive or the European
war, canme from Field Marshal Montgonmery at 1550 hours on 23 Mar, for as he
explained later, "the weather was good" (Field Marshal, The

Vi scount Montgonery or Alenein, KG, GCB, DS O, Normandy to the Baltic,

p. 204)1

46. A British officer touring the crowded assenbly areas at this tine

not ed: -

Driving round, | saw very odd sights: Pioneer Corps conpanies wth
bridging material and the R A S.C. making dunps, both in the front |ine;
our medi um and heavy artillery deployed within eneny nortar range; sone
guncrews stripped to the waist digging frantically for victory while

ot her sol diers wandered past then on bicycles and even on horseback
(there was no shelling this norning); odd men mlking cows; thirty dead
cows in a nminefield; sone ownerless and rather skinny pigs scavenging
round; masses of tanks and | orries containing bridging material noving
forward; many notices put up by 3rd Division asking us to mninze our
dust... The Huns seemto have been evacuated fromhere... It was all a
mystery to ne as | strolled around in the sunshine, no snoke screen on

this last and nost vital day, and yet no shelling either

(Lt-Col Martin Lindsay, D.S.O, So Few Got Through

p. 232)

47. Thi s al nost di sturbing quietness was finally broken |late that afternoon

At 1700 hours on 23 Mar, heavy gunfire roared out fromthe artillery positions

INormandy to the Baltic; the page nunbers referred to in this
report are those of the edition published by Hutchinson and Co.
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conceal ed on the west bank of the Rhine. (WD., HQ, RC .., 4 Cdn Armd Div,
23 Mar 45). The intensity of this prelimnary bonbardnent increased with each
passing mnute, and as darkness fell the |leaping nmuzzle flashes presented an

unforgettable picture. (lbid: WD., HQ R CA., 2 Cdn Inf Div, 23 Mar 45).

It was a very inpressive show, for there seened to be a solid row of
guns firing fromour side of the Rhine from N jnegen bridge stretching
mles to the south. The whole sky would burst into flanme as hundreds of
guns seened to fire salvos continuously and hurl ed hundreds of tons of

shells into the Boche's | ast defense |ine.

(History of the 12th Canadian Field Reginent, p. 58)

THE ASSAULT, 23 MAR 45

48. At 2100 hours, as the massed guns thundered their encouragement, the
curtain rose on the opening phase of the |ast major battle of the European
war. The L.Vs.T. carrying the life-belted Scots of 51 (H.) Div, picked a way
across the flats toward the dark waters of the Rhine. Opposite Rees the
river, visible in the dull glare reflected by the searchlights fromthe | ow

cl ouds, was entered wi thout undue trouble, and the snorting vehicles turned
their bows to the east bank. Seven minutes |later the suspense and anxiety of
those waiting at the various headquarters on the west bank was broken, and the
report case through that the first waves of infantry were safely ashore on the
far side. (AEF: 45/21 Arny Go/C/F, Docket Il1: Notes on the Operations of

21 Arny Group, 6 Jun 44 - 5 May 45; WD., HQ 9 Cdn Inf Bde, March 1945

Appx 3, Ops Log, 23 Mar 45, Serial 13)

49. 51 (H.) Div attacked with two brigades up, 153 Bde on the right with
5/7 Gordons and 5 B.W leading, while on the left 154 Bde's thrust enpl oyed
7 A &S H and 7 B.W as spearheads. |Imediately behind the infantry cane

the first squadron of Staffs Yeo in D.D. tanks. This success was quickly
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foll owed by the crossing of the Coormandos at Wesel. Their effort began at
2200 hours and within thirty mnutes the troops were formed up outside Wse
waiting for the R A F. to commence bonbing only 1500 yards away. They did not
have long to wait; the bonbs came down, the veteran commandos dashed in, and
by 0600 hours were all well into the battered town, struggling fiercely with
the German garrison. To the left of the Commando Bde, 15 (S.) Div having
crossed at 0200 hours, had seized all their initial objectives. Still farther
to the south the Anericans or Ninth U S. Arny were pouring over the Rhine on a
front of two divisions. (Notes on the Operations or 21 Arny Group, op cit,

p. 51; H QC 206-227-1-T51 (D.WD. 2) Mlitary Operation Research Unit Report
No. 12. "The Assault on Wesel")

50. Whi |l e the Highland Division was establishing its initial bridgehead
about Rees, the main body of H L.I. of C. which was to be the first Canadi an
battalion to cross, was being marshalled north-east of Calcar. (WD., HL.I
of C., 23 Mar 45; WD., Nth N. S, Highrs, March 1945: Appx 5, 9 Cdn Inf Bde Op
Instr No. 1, Op "PLUNDER', 22 Mar 45; para 5). The advance party, already
with el ements of 154 Bde on the east bank, consisted of nine other ranks
commanded by Capt Donal d Pearce. Their task was to becone familiar with the
ground in order to lead the battalion to its assenbly area when it arrived on
the far side. These nmen were thus the first Canadi ans to cross the Rhine.
(AEF: 45/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/ D, Docket Il: Interviewwth Lt-Col R D. Hodgins
OC, HL.I. of C, 20 Apr 45). At 0345 hours, the battalion received orders
to nmove, and by 0425 hours the fighting men of the four rifle conpanies with
lifebelts "Mae West" slung round them and | aden with 24 hour ration packs,
were piled into their Buffaloes. (WD., HL.I. of C., 24 Mar 45; WD., G S.,
HQ 3 Cdn Inr Div, March 1945: Appx 18, Confirmatory Notes - Conference

0930 hours, 19 Mar 45, Op "PLUNDER'; 51 (H.) Div Op Instr No. 35, Op

"PLUNDER', para 6). Under sporadic shelling the anphibian carried the unit to
its landing place on the east bank about four kilonmetres west of Rees. The

guides led the battalion to the assenbly area, a progress which was enlivened
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for "C'" Coy by the capture of 30 nenbers of the Vol kssturm (WD., HL.I. of
C., 24 Mar 45)

THE Al RBORNE ATTACK, 24 MAR 45

51. The substantial bridgehead produced by the night's fighting was soon

increased in the nost spectacul ar manner by our airborne forces.

... The two mighty air fleets converged near Brussels and nade for the
Rhi ne. Over the bridgehead area an air unbrella was maintai ned by nine
hundred fighters, while deeper into Germany fighter formations kept
eneny aircraft away fromthe battle zone. A great weight of artillery
fire fromthe west bank of the Rhine prepared the way for the airborne
drop, and a few m nutes before 1000 hours the ground troops saw t he

aircraft of the first parachute serial arrive.

(Montgonery, Normandy to the Baltic, p. 205)

Fromthat tinme on thousands of aircraft flowed across the great river in the
clear norning air to pour down their |oads of nen and equi pnment exactly as

pl anned. From one Canadi an gun position it presented a dramatic spectacle.

A spectacul ar sight indeed was the Airborne operation. The entire Bty
saw planes and their gliders flying overhead in a seem ngly never ending
stream and then the tugs breaking | oose |eaving the gliders on their

own. One Hamilcar glider broke | oose prematurely and glided down to a

very snooth | anding near our position. One "tug" and all the occupants

suffered a quick death when it turned conpletely over and executed a

vertical dive to earth.

(H S. File 142.97,013 Docket |: History of 1 Cdn
Rocket Bty, R C. A, p. 26)
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The tug, which the Canadi an gunners saw thus plunge to destructi on was

probably one of the many victinms of the eneny's flak

52. In the earlier stages of the airborne assault casualties were |ight, but
by the time that the gliders began to arrive (at about 1030 hours) the eneny
gunners had recovered their balance as well as their courage and were once
agai n manni ng their weapons. Curiously enough, although many gliders and tugs
fell victimto the flak, so successful had been the air attacks on the Gernan
| andi ng grounds, that there was no attenpt at interference by the eneny's
fighters. (AEF: 45/ Second Arny/C/ D, Docket I1: p. 352; AEF: 45/21 Arny
Gp/S/IF.  Air Action in Support of the Battle of the Rhine, p. 5, pars 16).

| medi ately after the initial phase there foll owed a daring, |owleve
re-supply mssion by 240 Anerican Li berator bonbers, which delivered 540 tons
of petrol, food and ammunition. Fourteen of the four-engined giants were shot
down but luckily about 85 percent of their cargoes were accurately dropped.

(lLbid; and Montgomery, Normandy to the Baltic, pp. 204-205)

53. By m dday the success at the airborne operation was apparent. The
British 6 Airborne Division had | anded right on its objectives, and

Di ersfordt Wod, Hanm nkeln and the bridges eastward on the River |jssel were
soon seized. (AEF: 45/ Second Arny/C/ D, Docket Il1: p. 353; and 3 Cdn Inf Div
Opt Log, 24 Mar 45, Serial 30). Anpng these dashing, red-beretted shock
troops were the nen of 1 Cdn Para Bn, who junped with 3 Para Bde to the north
of the Diersfordt Wod. Brigadier S.J.L. HIl, D.S.0, MC comuanding the
bri gade wote Lt-Gen P.J. Mntague!? from his headquarters in Germany on

9 Apr:

.1 thought you would not mnd ny witing to you direct to tell you
what a very wonderful show the Battalion has put up since our Operations

over the Rhine on March 24th | ast.

12At that tinme Chief of Staff at C M H Q London.
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They really put up a nost trenendous performance on D Day and as a
result of their trenendous dash and ent husi asm they overcane their
obj ectives, which were very sticky ones, with considerable ease, killing

a very large nunber of Gernmans and capturing nmany others.

Unfortunately the price was high in that they [ ost their Col onel

Jeff Nicklin, who was one of the best fellows that | have net, and was
the ideal man to comand that Battalion as he fairly used to bang their
heads together and they used to like it and accent it. He is and will
be a tremendous loss to the Battalion and of course to ne. | only hope
that the people back in Canada appreciate the really wonderful job of
wor k he has done in producing his Battalion at the starting line in such

out st andi ng form

(AEF: 45/1 Cdn Para Bn/C/ D, Docket Il: Folio 5)

54. The battalion's dropping zone |ay along the northern edge of

Di ersfordt Whod. Owing to the high speed of the aircraft there was

consi derabl e di spersion in the junp, and the zone itself was found to be under
heavy fire. Nonetheless the battalion quickly concentrated, and before m dday
had cleared its objectives on the western edge of the wood and captured a

| arge nunber of prisoners. |In the afternoon contact was nade with

reconnai ssance elenents of 15 (S.) Inf Div. (WD., 1 Cdn Para Bn, 24 Mar 45).

55. That the veterans of 6 Gds Tk Bde, whose task it was to give the

ai rborne troops arnoured support, felt their responsibility keenly is recorded

in the Brigade history:

It was difficult at the tinme to forget the tragedy of the previous
Sept enber when another tank formation of the Brigade of Guards had been
given the task of joining up with another airborne force. Wuld this

be a second Arnhenf
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From t he begi nni ng, however, the adventure seened destined to success.
Soon after the | anding took place, the Scots Guards picked up the

6t h Airborne Headquarters on the wireless and during the | ate afternoon
and early evening they noved down by stages to the banks of the Rhine
near to the village of Wardt. There, in the mddle of the night, the
tanks were driven onto rafts and towed across the river to the further
side. Left Flank imediately drove off in an easterly direction and,
after going four mles, linked up with the 6th Airborne Division in a
clearing of the Diersfordt Wald. The paratroopers were thus provided
with arnmoured reinforcenments little nore than twelve hours after their

descent.

It had all seenmed so easy that it cane as a shock to learn that the

6th Airborne Division had suffered terrible casualties soon after they
had | anded. Wthin a few hours of |eaving England, they had been
plunged into a inferno of desperate hand-to-hand fighting. But they had
energed victorious, having trapped the German paratroopers (old enem es
of the Brigade) and routed them conpletely. Now they were as keen as

ever to continue the battle.

(Forbes, 6th Guards Tank Brigades, p. 123)

56. The Anerican drop was equally successful in spite of 513 Regi nenta
Conbat Team bei ng dropped north of its correct zone. The Anericans nade
contact during the afternoon with 1 Cdo Bde in the area north of Wsel and

6 Airborne Div linked up with 15 (S.) Inf Div. By nidnight 24/25 Mar, the two
ai rborne divisions were on their objectives and had established firm contact
with 12 Corps. (AEF:. 45/ Second Arny/C/ D, Docket 11, p. 353; and Montgonery,

Normandy to the Baltic, p. 206). The inpact of the airborne attack had

conpl etely overwhel med the eneny in the area of the dom nating
Di ersfordt Ridge, disrupting the control of his artillery and of his rear

positions. In 14 hours the airborne corps took 3500 prisoners, nostly troops
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of 84 Inf Div, but with 7 Para Div yielding a small share. (AEF. 45/ Second
Arny/ C/ D, Docket Il, p. 353). The Commander of 84 Inf Div,

Maj - Gen Heinz Fiebig, admitted that his division was practically conpletely
destroyed, for its forward troops received the full inpact of the 12 Corps
attack and thousands of paratroopers landed right in his rear area. So
sweepi ng was the Allied success that only a few signals, engineer and
anti-tank units survived. (AEF:. First Cdn Arny/L/F,) Docket Il, Folio 19:

Special Interrogation Report, Maj-Gen Heinz Fiebiaq).

57. Much of the success achieved so far nust be attributed to the trenmendous

Allied air effort, summarized by the Suprene Commander as foll ows:

Prior to the arrival of the transport planes and gliders, the Ninth Air
Force and the Second Tactical Air Force planes attacked the eneny flak
positions, with the result that interference with the airborne el enents
fromthis source was considerably reduced. Also, in immed ate
co-operation with the arnmies, nedium bonbers (attacked 18 towns which
were either strong-points or conmunication centers. Gun and nortar
sites and the eneny forward positions generally were relentlessly
strafed and bonbed, while armed reconnai ssance was nmi ntai ned agai nst
the German supply lines. The whole weight of the Eighth Air Force
bonmbers, apart from one division of Liberators used for airborne

resupply, was enployed in the attacks on the jet airfields.

(Report by the Supreme Conmmander, op cit, p. 99)

In Addition, CGeneral Ei senhower conti nued:

...diversionary air operations were al so conducted during the day. One
hundred and fifty bonmbers of the Fifteenth Air Force, with five groups
of fighters, flew 1,500 mles fromtheir Italian bases to Berlin and

back, while other forces fromltaly were raiding airfields in the south.
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Over Berlin itself fighters of the Eighth Air Force provided cover.
This raid successfully fulfilled its object of drawi ng eneny fighters
away fromthe Rhine battle area. The second diversion was carried out
by RAF Bonber Command, which attacked the rail center of Sterkrade as
well as oil targets in the Ruhr. In all, during the four days,

21-24 March, American and British air forces, based in Britain,

Western Europe and Italy, flew over 42,000 sorties agai nst Gernmany.

( Lbi d)

A special word of praise nust be added for the Allied photographic
reconnai ssance pl anes which had provided our forces with highly accurate

intelligence.

Conversely, the eneny's failure, fromD Day onward, was partly due to
his own | ack, by reason of his air weakness, of the facilities which the

Al'lies enjoyed in this respect.

(Lbid, pp. 98-99)

58. That the eneny's air force was not able to interfere effectively with
the Allied assault is substantiated by the fact that although on 24 Mar al one
the Allies flew sone 8,000 aircraft and 1,300 glider sorties, fewer than

100 eneny aircraft appeared in the air. (lbid, p. 121). No one appreciated
the air support nore than the ordinary soldier who had to face the eneny with
hi s personal weapons, and every fighting man's thoughts nust indeed have been
re-echoed in Field Marshal Montgonmery's personal message to

Air Marshal Sir Arthur Harris of Bonmber Conmmand in which the C -in-C.

expressed his thanks:

My grateful appreciation for the quite nmagnificent co-operation you have

given us in the Battle of the Rhine. The bonbing of Wsel |ast night
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was a nmsterpiece and was a decisive factor in making possible our entry

into that town before m dnight.

(Harris, Marshal of the R A F., Sir Arthur, Bonber
O fensive, p. 255)

59. The degree of surprise which our assault gained may be gathered fromthe
remar ks of the German CGenerals who were responsi ble for the sector against

whi ch our attacks were directed. General Eugen Meindl admitted that he had
been gravely concerned regardi ng a parachute offensive but, as he inforned his
interrogator, he had little with which he could counter it. (Meindl's
appreciation of our intentions nust of course be accepted with reserve, for
his statements were made after the war was over) Nevertheless he felt that
the main attack woul d be made agai nst Rees. On the other hand he clai med that
General Alfred Schlemm the conmander of First Parachute Army, expected an
assault on Emerich or Wesel. As it was, the actual attack came two days

bef ore Meindl expected it, and thus he was not prepared to neet it. (Specia

Interrogati on Report, General Eugen Meindl). During his own interrogation

Schl enm expl ai ned that:

... A parachute drop over the Rhine was considered inevitable, and
efforts were made to deternine the nost probable spot. Schlemm had
captured an Allied report analyzing the parachute drop at Arnhemin

Sept enber 1944, and fromthis docunment he learnt that Allied views were
now agai nst a paratroop |landing too far away fromthe ground troops
destined to contact it. By plotting the areas that were topographically
suitable for a parachute drop and not too far fromthe Rhine, Schlemm
clainms the nost |likely area seened to be just east of Wesel. It was in
t hi s nei ghbour hood that he therefore expected the crossing attenpt would

be made. ..

(lbid, General Alfred Schlem)
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Schl emm s vi ews however were not considered sound by his superiors at Arny

Group "H' or by Field Marshal Von Rundstedt:

... The expected northern crossing was to take place, according to these
|atter opinions, in the neighbourhood of Emmerich. The assault woul d be
directed north-east and designed to take the Ijssel line in the rear
Since this was to be the big attack, Schlemm was ordered to send a | arge
part of his artillery to Twenty Fifth Arny who would be faded with this

new of f ensi ve. .

As subsequent events will prove, this was a m scal cul ation of sone

signi ficance. (lLbid)

THE EXPANSI ON OF THE BRI DGEHEAD BY 51 (H.) DIV, 23-25 MAR 45

60. Meanwhi | e the Highland Division, while still hard bent in its effort to
breakout of the bridgehead, had suffered a serious loss. Its brilliant

G OC., Maj-Cen T.G Ronnie, an outstanding veteran of the North African
Canpai gn, was killed by nortar fire while visiting his nen on the east bank.
Neverthel ess, despite the loss of their | eader the "Jocks" gai ned ground
steadily. On the right especially, the operation by 153 Bde to capture Rees
was progressing favourably, for while 5 B.W had isolated that place by their
thrust on Esserden and 5/7 Gordons established thensel ves on the island

sout h-east of the town, 1 Gordons deployed to advance on Rees itself fromthe
west. Additional pressure was brought to bear in this sector by the
subsequent arrival of 152 Bde which, led by 2 Seaforth with 5 Canerons in

cl ose attendance, cut in between Esserden and Rees to straddle the main road
| eading north fromthe towns. On the left however, 154 Bde had run into
difficulties. VWiile 7 B.W noved north towards Reeserward to clear the
western flank and 7 AL & S.H held the narrow road | eadi ng Esserden and

Rat hshof (0452), 1 B.W was passed through to seize Kl ein, Esserden and

Speldrop. Wthin a short tinme the opposition in the forner had been dealt
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with but Spel drop soon becane a centre of serious trouble. (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log, 23 Mar 45, serials 15, 16 and 20; 24 Mar 45, serials 1, 2, 4, 6-10, 18,
29, 43 and 45)

61. A careful exam nation of the ground in this area shows that the exit
fromthe bridgehead is bounded by the MIIlinger Meer and the Alter Rhein. To
expand northward therefore the villages of Speldrop and Bi enen nmust be taken
Spel drop itself lies at the heel of the great horseshoe of which the

Alter Rhein is the western side. Bienen at the northern end is the toe of the
hor seshoe and the waters of the MIIlinger Meer formthe eastern side. A
breakout could only be acconplished by securing Bi enen, but Bienen could not
be taken so long as the Germans hel d Speldrop. The eneny had fully
appreciated the tactical value of these places, and although 1 B.W nanaged to
enter Speldrop they were very quickly courter-attacked and driven out with
heavy | osses. (H. S, File 235C3 O13(D6), Op "PLUNDER', Report by Hist Ofr,
HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, Capt R F. Gay, 30 Apr 45). A second attenpt by the Bl ack
Watch did not prove conpletely successful and by 1400 hours it was decided to
wi t hdraw as many of the Scots as possible and send HL.I. of C. in to take
Spel drop, instead of Bienen their original task (lbid: AEF:. 45/3 Cdn |nf
Div/C/ T, Docket V, Folio 15: 14 Cdn Fd Regt, R C. A, Artillery Notes of Qps

"PLUNDER'; also WDs., HQ 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 24 Mar 45, and H. L.I. of C

24 Mar 45). Under Cover of a snoke screen the battered nmenbers of the Bl ack
Watch withdrew, |eaving their wounded sheltered in the cellars. One platoon
whi ch could not be extricated was advised by wireless to take what cover they
could fromour artillery fire. As we shall see, this first Canadi an

commit ment east of the Rhine was to be no easy task. (WD., HL.lI. of C.,

24 Mar 45; AEF: 45/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/ D, Docket 11, Folio 1: Mnp of Interview

with Lt-Col R D. Hodgins, O C., HL.I. of C, 20 Apr 95)

62. The attack by H L. 1. of C. was to be well supported; six field and two
medi um regi nents, as well as two heavy batteries (7.2s) were available to back

up our attenpt to gain the village of Speldrop. At 1600 hours, behind a
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series of linear artillery concentrations and with the left flank screened by
snmoke to give protection against the German fire fromthe north, "B" Coy

HLI. of C went in fromthe west. (lnterviewwth Lt-Col Hodgins; WDs.,

HQ 9 Cdn Inf Bde and H L.1. of C., 24 Mar 45; AEF: 3 Cdn Inf Div/ICF
Docket V, Folio 15: Artillery Notes on Op "PLUNDER")

63. The Canadi ans pressed on across 1200 yards of flat, open fields, which
despite our snoke screen were swept by the eneny's nachine guns, artillery and
nmortar fire. Hugging the shelter of our own barrage, the |eading conpany
reached the outskirts of the built-up portion of the town but inmmediately ran
into stiff resistance. "A" Coy was then passed through to neet the determn ned
par at roopers who were defending the fortified houses. |Its bitter fight

foll owed, but even the resolution of these well trained toughs nelted before
the horrid jets of flame which the Wasps sprayed anpng them and the backbone
of their resistance was broken. Another conpany, ("G'), succeeded in clearing
the southern part of the town and liberating the trapped platoon of 1 B.W,
while the fourth rifle conmpany sent patrols north of the town and captured
several machine gun crews who were, curiously enough, asleep at their guns.

It was evident that the past 24 hours of al nbst continual attack and
bonbardnent had rendered the German infantry conpl etely exhausted. (WD.
HLI1. of C, 25 Mar 45; and Interviewwith Lt-Col Hodgins, HS.

File 235C3 OL3(D6), Op "PLUNDER', op cit)

64. VWhile HL.I. of C., was nopping up around Speldrop, 7 A. & S.H were
ordered to pass through 1 B.W at Klein - Esserden and to capture Bienen

(3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 24 Mar, serials 46 end 50. The Scots attacked Bi enen
at 2000 hours, but were so heavily opposed that it becone clear that

additional forces would be needed to reduce the village. This necessary
support, however, was already on its way, for by this tine 9 Cdn Inf Bde's

ot her battalions were on the east bank of the Rhine. S.D. & G Highrs had
crossed first in Buffal oes and concentrated near the river south-east of

Speldrop. Nth N.S. Highrs followed at 1700 hours using the storm boat ferry
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servi ce, and concentrated in the area recently vacated by HL.I, of C. (WD.
S.D. & G Highrs, 24 Mar 45, and March 1945: Appx 4, marked map 2; WDs.,
Nth N.S. Highrs and H Q, 9 Cdn Int Bde, 24 Mar 45)

65. During the night of 24 Mar a reshuffle to further the Canadi an
conmitnment on the left took place. S.D. & G Highrs relieved 7 B.W and
occupi ed the area of Reeserward between the main river and the Alter Rhein.
The position was very exposed, but the troops, taking advantage of whatever
cover the nmoonlit night offered, noved in. Once in place, they found

t hemsel ves occupying the uni que position of the extreme left of the whole
allied force which had crossed the Rhine. (WD., S.D. & G Highrs, 24 Mar 45;
and AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V. Report 9 Cdn Inf Bde, Op "PLUNDER',
15 May 45). The relief conpleted 7 B.W returned to concentrate northwest of
Rat hshof, leaving S.D. & G Highrs to plan an attack on Grietherbusch for the
early hours of 25 Mar. (WD., S.D. & G Highrs, 24 Mar 45; 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log, 25 Mar, serials 5, 6, 9 and 31)

66. By first light on 25 Mar, the situation, though still strongly
contested, was inproving all across the front. On the far right, 5/7 Gordons
were exerting pressure on Rees fromthe south while 1 Gordons strove
energetically to clean up the |ast defenders in the town. To assist in this,
5 B.W having cut across south of Esserden fromthe west, were now firmy
settled on all the exits leading north from Rees. Along the nain road above
Rees, 152 Bde had 5 Seaforth fighting in Groin and 5 Canerons clearing the
built-up area between Groin and the MIIlinger Meer; the third battalion

2 Seaforth, occupied a firmbase around the factory site (081536) 1500 yards
north of Rees. In the centre HL.I. of C held Speldrop and waited to be
relieved by 1 B.W (presently at Klein - Esserden) at 900 hours. Their
advance northward to Bi enen had not been possible, for the Germans conpletely
dom nated the road fromthe east. Bienen was still to be captured, 7 A &
S.H. being strongly held in all their efforts against this village, which was

stoutly defended by tanks and self-propelled guns. Indeed, 7 AL & S. H
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experienced such a nmauling here that Nth N.S. Hi ghrs were ordered forward to
carry on the attack at 0900 hours. The left flank was, however, already being
carried forward by S.D, & G Highrs, who had assaulted Gri et herbusch at

0630 hours. Meanwhile N. Shore R had been brought over to the east bank to
give depth to the bridgehead and was now under command 9 Cdn Inf Bde. (3 Cdn

Inf Div Ops Log, 25 Mar 45, serials 6, 9 and 31)

67. The attack on Gietherbusch by S.D. & G Highrs was carried out with
great dash. By noon 25 Mar the eneny, despite suicidal strands along the road
from Graf enhof to the farmat Till haus, had been subdued, and the G engarrians
were probing along the nmany watery tracks and sideroads of the area in search
of further resistance. (WD., S.D. & G Highrs, 25 Mar 45; Report 9 Cdn Inf
Bde, Op PLUNDER', op cit). Meanwhile the Nth N.S. H ghrs had al so begun their
first battle on the east bank of the Rhine, and as if to show the significance
of this action the war diary of this veteran unit contains the heading "the
day of the battle 25 Mar 45"; as though everything el se which had befallen
since 6 Jun 44 was as nothing conpared to this costly day. (Report 9 Cdn Inf
Bde, Op "PLUNDERS" op cit; also WD., Nth N.S. Highrs, 25 Mar 45; and Appx 8,

"Operations Against Bienen")

68. At 0530 hours the orders for the day's fighting were given to the
Conmpany Commanders. The objective was Bienen, which 7 A & S.H., had so far
not been able to enter. The Scotsnen's last two attenpts had resulted in
heavy | osses and they had been beaten back to the farm buil dings on the

sout hwestern edge of the village. The task of Nth N.S. Highrs was to pass
through 7 A, & S.H., capture the village and thus open the way for a northward
expansi on of the bridgehead, which would free our ferries and concentration
areas fromshell and nortar fire and open the road towards Emrerich, the
ultimate objective of 3 Cdn Inf Div and, indeed, of 2 Cdn Corps. The plan for
the battalion attack was divided into two phases. 1In the first phase "A" Coy
woul d seize the right hand portion of the village and "B" the left, thus

securing the start line for "C' and "D'" Coys in the next phase, in which the
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east and west portions of the rest of the village would be taken. 1In the
first phase a troop of D.D. tanks, (Essex Yeo), which had swum across the
Rhi ne, were to support "A" Coy. The approach over 300 yards of flat, open
country, was to be supported by heavy artillery fire including a liberal use
of snoke by both field guns and the battalion's three-inch nortars. H Hour
for the attack was set for 0900 hours, 25 Mar 25. (WD., Nth N.S. Highrs,
25 Mar 45; and March 1945: Appx 8, "Qperations Against Bienen", Trace of

Operation "ASTER")

69. The first hint of trouble came well before H Hour, when "A" Coy reported
at 0825 hours that it was already being pinned down on its way to the start
line by machi ne guns, snipers and sone nortaring. Shortly after this,

"B" Coy, closing the start line, sent in a simlar nmessage. At that tine both
conpani es were suffering casualties. At 0845 hours, however, the snoke for
the supporting fire plan began, and using it for tenporary protection, the
troops managed to nmke headway and succeeded in forming up for the attack
Wthin five mnutes Lt-Col D.F. Forbes learnt that his nmen were again pinned
down, that some of the platoons were out of contact and that casualties were
mounting. As the diarist records, "the Battalion had quite definitely | ost
the initiative and contact between platoons was next to inpossible because of
the murderous fire and heavy nortaring”. An attenpt was nmade to reorgani ze
and press on but | oss of contact and casualties anong officers and N. C. Cs.
made control a serious problem At 1145 hours Brigadier J.M Rocki ngham
D.S. 0., made a personal appreciation of the situation on the battle ground and
directed that the Battalion "start fromscratch and do the attack over again
using the two renmining conpanies”. (WD., Nth N.S. Highrs, 25 Mar 45;

"Operations Agai nst Bi enen", op cit)

70. At 1430 hours, supported by an additional troop of tanks - Shermans of
the 4/7 Dragoon Guards - and a fresh artillery programme, "C' and "D' Coys
pushed off. Wthin 15 mnutes "C' Coy, after suffering ten killed and

23 wounded in their advance of 500 yards across an open field, had reached the

49 Report No. 19



first houses and the fringe of the towmm. (MD., Nth N.S. Highrs, 25 Mar 45;
and March 1945: Appx 8, "Busting into Bienen with "C' Coy"). "D' Coy though

losing nen | eft and right and badly di sorgani zed (the Conmpany Commander havi ng
been wounded), still succeeded in taking 100 prisoners. At 1700 hours a third
attack started with the limted objective of conpleting the clearance of what
had been originally the battalion objective for Phase One. This was
successful but at about 1815 hours enemnmy arnour in the unwel cone form of

sel f-propel | ed guns appeared. They knocked out two of the Shermans for the

| oss of one assault gun, which fell victimto one of the new self-propelled
17-prs of 3 Cdn A Tk Regt. (WD., Nth N.S. Highrs, 25 Mar 45; and WD., 3 Cdn
A. Tk Regt, R C. A, March 1945: Appx 11, "17 pdr S.P. Valentine in Action").

At this stage it appeared as though the eneny was about to counter-attack
Then, at 1950 hours, the Commandi ng Officer ordered the battalion sinply to
clear a start line in Bienen for HL.I. of C, who were to pass through at
2300 hours and finish the job. Even this limted task entailed clearing the
extensive buildings of a creanery and exploiting to the far end of Bienen. At
the end of the day the battered remants of the Maritinmers were able to take
stock of thenselves after "a long, hard, bitter fight against excellent troops
who were determined to fight to the end". |In this battle to open the

bottl eneck restricting the bridgehead the battalion | ost 35 other ranks
killed, seven officers and 72 other ranks wounded. (WD., Nth N.S. Highrs,

25 Mar 45; "Operations Agai nst Bienen" op cit)

71. The Conpany Commanders have recorded typical incidents of this fierce

struggl e for an obscure German ham et

We picked up three tanks and started into the town along the |left road.
The tanks, our big brothers, covered our right flank by "brew ng up”
each house in turn, while we noved up the left. A couple of the boys
were hit by snipers firing fromthe big house, so we got a tank to "brew
it up." Ten platoon got into the place and started to clear it. This

made Jerry very unhappy, and he started firing through the floors. W
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finally, with the help of 12 platoon and the noral support of the tanks,

got forty prisoners and a couple of officers out of the place.

(WD., Nth N.S H ghrs, March 1945: Appx 8 Conposite
Sheet, R 3, Bienen, Account by "B" Coy)

The Commander of "C' Coy was particularly inpressed by the gallantry of his

stretcher bearers:

The work of stretcher bearers and jeep-drivers during the attack was
particul arly conmendable. 1In spite of the fact that 2 stretcher bearers
were killed by MG fire while attending to wounded in the open field
the remainder carried on with their job under fire and all wounded were

evacuat ed quickly.

(lLbid: "Busting into Bienen with "C' Coy")

COMVAND OF LEFT SECTOR PASSES TO 43(W) INF DIV 25 MAR 45

72. Thus the night of 25/26 Mar found 9 Cdn Inf Bde hol ding the western end
of the 30 Corps bridgehead but no | onger under the guidance of 51(H.) Div.
According to the plan created prior to the battle, 43 (Wssex) Div had assuned
control of the left sector at 1600 hours 25 Mar, taking 9 Cdn Inf Bde under
command. (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 25 Mar 45, Serial 45). Just after m dnight
the | eadi ng brigade of the Wessex Division (130 Bde) crossed the river, and it
was announced that it would nove through Speldrop to attack Androp (0755), the
mai n village on the southern bank of the MIIlinger Meer. During the hours of
darkness the eneny was not allowed nmuch respite. HL.I. of C, advancing from
their recent conquest of Speldrop, took up the of offensive against Bi enen and
spent the night clearing out the |ast defenders there. S.D. & G Highrs

continued to hold the left flank, while Nth N.S. Highrs stood on the western
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edge of Bienen silently sorting thenselves out after their |ast bloody battle.

(WDs., HQ 9 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 25, 26 Mar 45)

73. 43 Inf Div's first task was not a heavy one. By 0615 hours 5 Dorsets of
130 Inf Bde had seized Androp agai nst very |ight opposition and 7 Hanps began
to move up on the left. At this tine 4 Dorsets was concentrated in Esserden
and the first two units of 129 Bde, (4 WIts, 4 SomL.l.), were already
crossing the Rhine. (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 26 Mar 45, Serials 7, 11 and 22).
Wth Bienen and Androp firmy in our hands the next obvious objectives were
the localities or MIlingen and Am Stevert occupyi ng an advantageous position
between the northern end or MIIlinger Meer and the railroad. The capture of
these communities would give 43 Brit Inf Div a firmcornerstone for subsequent
operations northwards to the autobahn, and westwards along the railroad track
to Emmerich. This nost essential task fell to the N. Shore R, who were now
directed to pass through H L. I. of C. at Bienon at 1200 hours and drive on to

take MIlingen. (WDs., HQ 9 Cdn Inf Bde and N. Shore R, 26 Mar 45)

74. After clearing Bienen H L.I. of C. had pushed forward "D' Coy to the
anti-tank obstacle north of the village; this gave N. Shore R a secure start
line, and on the stroke of noon the New Brunswi ck unit swept through to the
attack. The advance was not uncontested, and their Commandi ng O ficer,

Lt-Col J.WH. Rowl ey, was killed by shell fire at an early stage in the
operation. The battalion, however, pressed on under its Second in Command and
by 1845 hours had captured nost of the northern half of the towm. (WDs.,

H Q 9 Cdn Inf Bde and N. Shore R, 26 Mar 45; AEF: 45/ Second Arny/ C/ D
Docket | 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 26 Mar 45, Serials 37, 38, 43 and 55).
Meanwhi | e, over on the extrene left S.D. & G Highrs had been relieved by

Nth N S. Highrs, who now took over the area of Gietherbusch. The

G engarrians were then | aunched, at 1800 hours, through H L.1. of C. towards
the line of the railway. The nove to the objectives was not greatly opposed
and by 2000 hours our troops were out of contact altogether. Nightfall found

the S.D, & G Highrs firmy positioned astride the rail road track north of
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Heut h (0658) and zu Bienen (0558) with other elenents in both these ham ets
and patrolling to the north-west. (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, Serials 66 and 67,
27 Mar 45, Serial 3; WDs., HQ 9 Cdn Inf Bde and S.D. & G Highrs,

26 Mar 45). In the Canadian sector, 9 Cdn Inf Bde was now five battalions
strong. During the afternoon of 26 Mar 1 C. Scot R of 7 Cdn Inf Bde had
crossed the river to cone under Brigadier Rockinghamis conmand. For the tine
being this battalion was positioned around Resserward and gi ven the task of
protecting the rear against possible infiltration towards the bridges by
Cermans fromthe "island" fornmed by the Alter Rhein. (WD., 1 C. Scot R

26 Mar 45; and March 1945: Appx 3 Ops Log, 26 Mar 45, Serial 14; and WD.
S.D. & G Highrs, 26 Mar 45)

THE GENERAL S| TUATI ON AT M DNI GHT 26/ 27 MAR 45

75. El sewhere on the 30 Corps front, operations were progressing well. In
the region of MIlingen 130 Bde of 43 Inf Div had passed 7 Hanps and 4 Dorsets
through N. Shoro R with the object of clearing the southern part of MIIingon
and gaining control of the ground between the MIIlihger Meer and the rail way
track to the east. O Myj-Gen G I. Thonas' other brigades, 129 Bde was
concentrated at Esserden and waiting for its marching orders; 214 Bde was
about to leave its marshalling area on the west bank and cross the Rhine.

(3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 27 Mar 45 Serials 1 and 5). The general picture along
the front of 51 (H) Div also | ooked prom sing, on the far right contact with
15 (S.) Div of 12 Brit Corps had been nmade that afternoon by 5/7 Gordons of
153 Bde who had crossed the Alter Rhein east of Rees and reached the vill ages
of Wbl fersom (1052) and Wasmannshof (1052), (lbid; and 26 Mar 45 Serial 11).
Rees was clear, and the participants in the battle for the town, 1 Gordons,
were |linked up with 5/7 Gordons on the east and 5 B.W to the north (ibid;
Serial 21). The advance to the railway north of Rees, however, was being
bitterly opposed, 154 Bde had passed through 152 Bde, which was then able to
concentrate its effort east of Goin. The first task of 154 Bde now was to

force the main rail and road crossing east of the MIIlinger Meer. An attack
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by 7 B.T. was so sternly opposed by elenments of 15 Pz Gren Div that sone of
the Scots were forced to turn back and it became a matter to be settled by the
two other battalions. A successful thrust by 1 B.W supported by the tanks of
N. Yeo went in at 2100 hours, and both the crossing and the bridge southeast
of it were seized intact. That this bridge was in good condition was
undoubtedly due to the efforts of a platoon of 7 B.W, which 1 B.W contacted.
While the Black Watch enlarged their positions between Hurl shof (0856) and
Laakhausen (0956), 7 A. & S.H. followed through and pressed on north-eastwards
to the wide notor road. (lbid; 27 Mar 45, Serials 2, 3 and 35)

76. The elimnation of the Germans in Rees gave our troops an additiona
advantage. By denying to the eneny any further observation of his artillery
fire on our bridging operations, it greatly reduced the hazard to which the
engi neers had been exposed fromthe start of the assault on 23 Mar. West of
Rees, General Horrocks already had two bridges, one a class 15, the other a
class 9; while a class 40 was expected to be conplete within a few hours.
Despite traffic limtations, however, the build-up of men and material had
gone on w thout let up, and now both 30 and 12 Corps were in a position to
expand to the north and to the east. 12 Corps had al ready begun to pass

53 (W) Div over the water and had 7 Arnd Div alerted to follow as soon as
possi bl e. The imedi ate object of 30 Corps was now to open up not only the
routes north and north-east of MIlingen but also the main road from Rees to
| ssel burg so that 43 (W) and 51 (H.) Divs might break out. [In anticipation
of this course, several field reginents and some nedi um guns had been brought
over, and 8 Arnd Bde was al nost conplete on the east bank. (AEF:

45/ First Cdn Arny/ C H, Docket V: March 1945, Liaison Ofrs Report, 261630A,
G Ops, Second Brit Arny; also AEF: 45/ Second Arny/ C/ D, Docket I)

77. The American Armies were al so swarm ng across the Rhine. At the
southern end of the Allied front, elenents of Seventh U S. Arny were over the
river north and south of Worns and rapidly strengthening the link with Third

US. Arny on their left. General Patton's Third Army had al ready established
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nurer ous bri dgeheads around Kobl enz, Boppard and St. Goarshausen, and havi ng
burst out from one of these crossing places at Oppenheimto capture Darnstadt,
had crossed the Main River at Aschaffenburg and was threatening Frankfurt.
First US. Arny experienced simlar good fortune. The break-out fromthe
Remagen area had carried General Hodges' nmen to a point beyond Hassel back

Thi s advance was followed by an al nost conplete coll apse of the eneny's

def enses around Ramagen and by the evening of 26 Mar the Anericans were at the
gates of Linburg. (AEF: 45/First Cdn Arny/L/F Docket 1: First Cdn Arny Int
Summari es Nos. 268 and 269, 25, 26 Mar 45)

78. The | ast 48 hours had seen the arm es of the Reich reeling back. The
myth of their superior skill at arns was broken, the glory of past conquests
remai ned only as bitter nmenories. The once orderly tread of narching feet

whi ch bespoke iron discipline could no | onger be heard; it had becone the
unst eady stagger of the old boxer battered and groggy from sustai ned

puni shment. The eneny had suffered a series of paralysing blows, and now t he
greater part of the Rhine could no | onger be considered German territory. As
if to prove the point, M. Churchill hinself crossed the river on 25 Mar, and
to all who saw him his presence al one nust surely have struck a note of

prophecy, indeed one of inevitable disaster to the German Aggressor. (lbid)

79. Much of the Allied success so far nust be attributed to the effort of
our air forces. The weather had been good, and invariably by first |ight nany
hundreds of fighter aircraft could be found covering the eneny's airfields,
particul arly those which harboured jet aircraft. The |anding areas east of
the Rhine were kept under constant surveillance; flak and gun positions were
strafed and bonbed; strong points were obliterated. The eneny's lines of
comruni cation al so received continuous attention from nmedi um and heavy
bonmbers. The Luftwaffe had been forced to abandon nost of its airfields in
the vicinity of the Rhine, and on those fields in the i mediate rear of the
battle there was the everlasting task of runway and other repairs to keep the

strips serviceable. These frenzied attenpts to maintain the airfields in good
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state were being continually hanpered by further Allied air action. Over

Field Marshal Montgonmery's bridgehead, the extensive use of arned

reconnai ssance paid extrenmely good dividends, for, apart from keeping the

ground conmanders wel |l infornmed on the nmovenent of Gernman reserves, many

t anks,

tracks and other forns of equipnment were rendered usel ess by our

devastating bonb and rocket attacks. At last light on 26 Mar, there was

little to indicate that the enemy had any "punch" left in his arm (lbid; and

Appx "A" to Intelligence Sunmaries 267, 268 and 269, 24-26 Mar 45)

80.

The successful course of operations up to the norning of 27 Mar

presented | arge possibilities to the C.-in-C. and he was quick to seize upon

t hem

On that day CGeneral Crerar visited Field Marshal Mntgonery's Tactica

Headquarters at Venl o, where, to quote the Canadi an Conmander's own words:

...He advised me that in view of the favourable situation which was
developing in front of the two assaulting arm es, he had decided to
thrust themforward to the river Elbe. The consolidation of our
positions across the Rhine was now proceedi ng satisfactorily and there
appeared to be weak eneny forces facing the Anericans and the British
right wing. He had ordered Lt-General Sinpson, therefore, to advance
strength, with his right aimed at Magdeburg, and Lt-General Denpsey to
thrust forward with his left towards Brenen and Hanburg. The C. -in-C
antici pated that a breakt hrough nmight thus be devel oped by the two
armes within forty-eight hours. The initial tasks of First Canadi an
Arny were to continue according to his previous instructions, but when
the general |ine between Al nelo, Apeldoorn and Renkum had been secured
| should expect to nove north and northeast with nmy left flank on the
Cerman coast and ny right linking up with and sonmewhat echel oned behin

Lt - General Denpsey's left.

It then seemed nobst probable that shortly after Lt-CGeneral Denpsey
comrenced this deep drive with the 8th and 12th British Corps, the
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3O h British Corps, conprising three infantry divisions, wuld cone
under my commend in order to enable ne to cover the right flank of the
2nd Canadian Corps in its thrust north to the Alnmelo - Deventer line and
connect up with the British left. As the operations devel oped, however,

this possibility did not take place.

(General Crerar's Despatch, paras 10-12; see al so
WD., GOC. -in-C. First Cdn Arny, March 1945: Appx 3
Notes on Conference with C -in-C., 27 Mar 45)

81. Up to the nmorning of 27 Mar much of the credit for the build-up - so far
as it had progressed - belonged to the skilled sappers and hardworki ng

pi oneers who - often under well directed shell fire - had done much of the
work of ferrying. L.Vs.T., the D.U K W., and nunerous boat ferries,

suppl enented by Class 50 and/or 60 rafts for tanks and ot her heavy vehicles,
were a satisfactory nmeans of transporting the arny across in the early stages,
but the great objective of the sappers was to bridge the river. A series of
bri dges would result in a steady circulation of traffic through an arteria
system wi t hout the delays and uncertainty inherent in a sequence of
transfusions by ferry. The first engineer task on 30 Corps front was the
construction of "Cal edonian Road," a service road for the ferries in the early
stages and for the bridges |later (AEF: 45/ Second Arny/C/ D, Docket ). This
road was built by the British sappers and pioneers under shell fire - kept to
the m nimum by the counter-battery fire of 5 AGR A directed on the

of fendi ng eneny batteries. The first bridge on 30 Corps front was conpl eted
at 0100 hours on 26 Mar. This was a Class 9 folding boat bridge and it was
foll owed at 0830 hours the sane day by the conpletion of a Class 15 Pontoon
bridge. "London Bridge", a Class 40 Bail ey pontoon bridge, was finished at
2345 hours. These structures woul d have been conpl eted sooner had not the
original plan sited themso close to Rees that the delay in capturing that

town resulted in an 80 per cent increase in the tine needed to conplete the
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engi neers' task. (lbid; and AEF:. 45/21 Arnmy Gpo/ C/F, Docket 1l: Notes on the
Operation of 21 Arnmy Group, 6 Jun 44 - 5 May 45, p. 52)

82. The Royal Canadi an Engi neers nust also be allotted an honoured pl ace
anong those whose work resulted in the greatest bridging feat of the European
War. "Bl ackfriars Bridge" (06155155), a class 40 Bail ey pontoon bridge

1814 feet in length, was the first Canadian built bridge to span the Rhine.
Wrk started on 26 Mar, and was conpl eted at noon, 28 Mar. The construction
was done by 29, 30 and 31 Cdn Fd Coys, R C.E., with unskilled | abour being
supplied by British Pioneer Corps personnel. The sappers and pioneers toiled
by night as well as by day, using "artificial noonlight" produced by a
searchl i ght beamreflected fromlow cl ouds, and whenever fog set in (as it did
late in the night of 27 Mar) the Iight was noved to the bridge, and its beam
aimed directly along the structure. AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/RCE/ C/ D, Docket V:
Report "Bl ackfriars Bail ey Pontoon Bridge"; and AEF:. 45/ Second Arny/ C/ D
Docket I)

83. As the bridging situation inproved, so the build-up of Canadi an troops
on the east bank increased. H Q 7 Cdn Inf Bde and the two renaining
battalions of the brigade (R Wqg R f and Regina Rif) crossed via

"Waterl oo Bridge" and "London Bridge" on 27 Mar and concentrated west of

Esserden. (WD., H Q 7 Cdn Inf Bde, March 1945: Appx 12, 7 Cdn Inf Bde

Report on Operation "PLUNDER', para 9). |In addition, the guns of 12 Cdn Fd

Regt crossed with the brigade groups and deployed at Gietherbusch. This
artillery unit was the first Canadian field reginment to reach the east bank.

(AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V: 12 Cdn Fd Regt Op "PLUNDER',

28 Apr 45). Tactical Headquarters of 3 Cdn Inf Div was al so established on
the eastern shore and took over the left sector from43 (W) Inf Div at

1700 hours 27 Mar. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 27 Mar 45, Serial 19; and 28 Mar 45,
Serial 2). The first task of 7 Cdn Inf Bde was to thrust north-west along the
Praest - Emmerich road, and for this purpose 1 C. Scot R returned to command

of the Brigade. (Report on Op "PLUNDER', as above)
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THE APPROACHES TO EMVERI CH, 27-28 MAR 45

84. In anticipation of the westward thrust by 7 Cdn Inf Bde, S.D. &

G Highrs spent the day (27 Mar) in expanding along the axis of the rail way.
Opposition was negligible and Praest was reached that evening, (WD., S.D. &
G Highrs, 27 Mar 45). The next nove was by 1 C. Scot R, who now reverted to
under command 7 Cdn Inf Bde with orders to pass through the d engarrians. "A"
and "B" Coys of 1 C. Scot R went forward astride the nmain road Praest -
Vrasselt - Emmerich at 2215 hours. The "Scottish" net practically no

resi stance but progress was del ayed by necessity of having to search al
bui l dings. This cautiousness, however, was repaid, as 19 prisoners were
collected on the route. By 2345 hours the leading infantry was in Vrasselt,
and here the battalion was ordered to reorgani ze, consolidate and to send
patrols out to explore the crossings over the streamon the eastern outskirts

of Emmerich. (Report on Op "PLUNDER', as above, and 2 Cdn Corps Ops Log,

28 Mar 45, Serial 3)

85. While 1 C. Scot R went about its task of probing forward and of nopping
up in Vrasselt, Regina Rif were brought forward to Praest and fromthere sent
on south-westwards to seize Dornick. The advance was only lightly opposed; by
0600 hours on the 28th Regina Rif were firmy in the village and were
patrolling along the | ower dyke road in the direction of Emerich. (WD.,

H Q 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 28 Mar 45; also Report on Op "PLUNDER', as above). 1In the

nmeantime 1 C. Scot R had conpleted its sweep through Vrasselt and gone on to
seek contact. The reserve battalion R Wqg Rif, was also well forward,
concentrated in the area of Praest, and ready to participate in the advance.
(lbid). Leading troops of 1 C. Scot R crossed the obstacle provided by the
Landwehr stream south of the Klein Netterden cenent works (0661) at

0800 hours. The Canadi an Scottish were then ordered to build up a bridgehead
while Regina R f, who had occupied the brick works (9959) to the South of the

railway, felt out along the left flank of the brigade. The battle of Enmerich
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was about to commence. (lbid; and WDs., H Q 7 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 28 Mar

LT- GEN SI MONDS 2 CDN CORPS ENTERS THE BATTLE 28 MAR 45

86. Wth the scinmtar shaped left flank of the Allied thrust secure, and

7 Cdn Inf Bde testing the strength of the gates of Emmerich, the eneny was no
| onger able to disrupt the | arge scal e operations for spanning the Rhine. The
bridging crews, for the last 24 hours had worked al nost unnol ested with the
result that on 28 Mar "Bl ackfriars Bridge", was finished. Its conpletion
provi ded the required axis for 2 Cdn Corps, and according to the origina
agreenent between CGeneral Crerar and Lt-Gen Denpsey, (see para 8) Second Arny
passed the responsibility of the |left sector to Lt-Gen Sinbnds at 1200 hours,
28 Mar. 3 Cdn Inf Div then came under command 2 Cdn Corps from

Lt-Gen Horrocks' formation. (WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Corps, 28 Mar 45; 3 Cdn
Inf Div Ops Log, 28 Mar 45, Serial 51; First Cdn Arny Ops Log, 28 Mar 45,
Serial 140).

87. A review of the situation to the east of 2 Cdn Corps disclosed a
satisfying picture. On the far right, by 1200 hours 28 Mar, 153 Bde had
entered |Isselburg. The Highland brigade had reached this town, which lies on
the Issel river sone ten thousand yards to the north-east of Rees, after a
spectacul ar advance fromthe railway |ine south-east of MIIlingen. The

rail way had been crossed first by 154 Bde who, having established a sound
perimeter on the east side, allowed 153 Bde to pass through early on 28 Mar
with 5 B.W pressing on into Isselburg. 152 Bde then came forward to relieve
5 B.W and, launching 2 Seaforth across the Issel river wi thout trouble, began
to build a bridge. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 28 Mar 45, Serials 16 and 22). East
of Rees, 51 (H.) Div had been relieved of its commtnents by 3 Brit Inf Div.
In the centre, 43 (W) Inf Div was now on its way to Anholt. Operations were
devel opi ng favourably for Mj-Gen Thomas, who after sweeping over the ground
south of MIlingen with 130 Bde, thrust out north-eastwards from Am Stevert

using 129 Bde to expand his hol dings towards the autobahn so that 214 Bde
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coul d advance on a wide front on the ancient town of Anholt. The brigade
crossed the great new notor road late on 27 Mar in the area of Vehlinger
(0959) and drove through the wooded | ands to the north agai nst desperate
opposition, while the left flanking battalion (5 D.C.L.1.), together with

el ements of the divisional reconnai ssance regi nent, was di spatched al ong the
open left flank to seize Megchelen (0761). (lbid; al so AEF:

45/ Second Arny/ C/ D, Docket 1).

THE ASSAULT ON EMVERI CH BY 7 CDN | NF BDE, 28 MAR 45

88. Al t hough the left sector was in the course of being passed from one
command to another there was no delay in the battle. The headquarters staff
of 3 Cdn Inf Div had drawn up a firmplan for the continuance of the
operations agai nst Emrerich and the Hoch Elten feature. 7 Cdn Inf Bde Gp,
supported by one squadron of 27 Cdn Arnd Regt, one squadron of British
crocodiles, and 7 Cdn Recce Regt, was to capture Emerich and the wooded area
i medi ately north of the town known as "Mihl enbergerweg”. The task of 7 Cdn
Reese Regt, was to provide protection for the northern flank from Praest
westward. (WD., GS., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: Appx 14, 3 Cdn Inf
Div Op Instr No. 1, 28 Mar 45). 8 Cdn Inf Bde, which had conpleted crossing
t he Rhine at 0620 hours on 28 Mar was given a supporting role. (3 Cdn Inf
Div, Ops Logs 28 Mar, Serial 17). The brigade, with under conmand "B" Coy
CH of O (MG) plus a platoon of the heavy nortar conpany of the sane
battalion, 52 A Tk Bty, two sections of 16 Cdn Fd Coy and one conpany of

22 Cdn Fd Anb was to concentrate behind 7 Cdn Inf Bde ready to clear Emmrerich
and M hl enbergerweg if this proved beyond the power of the assaulting
formation alone. 8 Cdn Inf Bde was also to prepare to clear the Hoch Elten
feature. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, who had largely "carried the ball" for the division
since the crossing, would be relieved by 6 Cdn Inf Bde and woul d deploy in the
Praest - Dornick - Vrasselt triangle. |In the sane area, 27 Cdn Arnd Regt,

| ess the squadron fighting with 7 Cdn Inf Bde, would remain in divisiona

reserve. (lbid)
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89. It was clear that the task ahead was not going to be easy. 7 Cdn Inf
Bde already had its hands full. In their newy established bridgehead

1 C. Scot R were running into heavy machine gun fire fromthe north and west.
Thi s hazard, however, was not sufficient to stop our troops; gradually the
spear head turned westwards while elenents of R Wg Rif noved up and patrolled

north over the Landwehr stream (Report on Op "PLUNDER', as above; and WDs.,

H Q 7 Cdn Inf Bde and units 28, 29 Mar 45). The object of inmediate priority
was still for 1 C. Scot R to consolidate a |inmted bridgehead astride the
railroad, and at 2200 hours the battalion |Iunged forward. But the resistance
was stiff, and the enemy shelling so effective that not nuch progress could be
made. Meanwhile R Wpg Rif began their assault on Klein Netterden (0061) from
the original crossing place. This bridge site was |ater to be devel oped so
that 7 Cdn Recce Regt could be enployed on the open flank. The W nnipeg
attack was carried out with considerabl e speed and proved nost successf ul

The forenost of the German strong points on the Emmerich road above the cenent
factory was overrun by "A" Coy, and the opposition in the rest of the village,
t hough fierce, was silenced by 0300 hours 29 Mar. The bag of prisoners taken
by R Wg R f was inpressive; over 80 nenbers of 346 Inf Div and the

redoubtable 6 Para Div surrendered to our troops.

90. By this time 1 C Scot R had gained several hundred yards' nore ground
and was positioned on the western outskirts of Emrerich in a line running from
the oil refinery south of the railway to the thinly housed area above
Groendahl (9960). Regina Rif was also in the battle, one conpany havi ng been
pl aced at the disposal of 1 C. Scot R at 0400 hours. Their task was to
protect the left in order that a class 40 bridge m ght be built over the
street on the site of the denplished sluice gate (990601). The advance of the
Canadi an Scottish had | oosened the eneny's grip in this area and although the
engi neers were forced to work under fire they did succeed in conpleting their
bri dge by 0630 hours (29 Mar). (AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/CF, Docket Vi HQ

R C.E., 3 Cdn Inf Div Battle Narrative, Op "PLUNDER'; 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,
29 Mar 45, Serials 3, 12 and 21)
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91. H Hour for the assault by Regina R f was set at 0800 hours 29 Mar 45.
The support for the operation on hand was considerable. Lt-Col A S. G egory
had at his disposal one troop of tanks from 27 Cdn Arnd Regt as well as a
troop of British flame-throwi ng crocodiles. Although direct artillery support
was not consi dered possible (as our own troops would naturally be scattered
all through the broken buildings of the town), an artillery representative was
to remain with the unit should the need for gun support arise. |medi ate
heavy fire would be provided by the tanks and crocodiles; apart fromthis the
main artillery support was to be in the formof counter battery fire on the
Hoch Elten feature besides a "pepper-pot" shoot, which was to be put on by the
massed tanks of 4 Cdn Arnd Bde fromthe south bank of the Rhine. The genera
plan was for Regina Rif to sweep on westwards as far as the road joining the
harbour and the railroad track; 1 C. Scot R would then push through to
participate with the Reginas in a | eap-froggi ng novement to clear the main
portion of the town between the railroad and the Rhine; R Wg R f neanwhile
woul d assunme responsibility for the area north of the railway. The brigade
commander appreci ated that the heavier defences would be net in the town
proper along the river bank, but the plan was subject to change dependi ng on
the degree of success achieved in each individual area. (AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf

Div/C F, Docket V: folio 6, Special Report No. 47, Op "PLUNDER', Capture of

Emmerich prepared by Regina Rif).

92. The thrust into the ruins began on tine as the riflenmen attended by
their tanks and crocodil es advanced fromthe bridgehead across the Landwehr
(WD., HQ 2 Cdn Arnd Bde, 29 Mar 45; 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 29 Mar 45
Serials 15 and 22). "B" and "C' Coys noved forward together through the
Scottish positions, the flame-throwi ng vehicles with "B" Coy on the right, the
tanks with "C' Coy on the left; "A" and "D' Coys were ordered to remain firnmed
up but on notice to nove forward. The Wasps fromthe carrier platoon stayed
at the conmand post ready to proceed to the aid of either conpany when call ed
for. In support of the leading infantry the heavy nortars of C. H of O

(MG) joined the battalion's own |ighter pieces in providing a concentrated
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curtain of high explosive fire north of the railway (and in square 9761) so as
to neutralize the eneny's activity there. (lbid). The |leading troops advanced
agai nst heavy shellings, nortaring and sporadic sniping but despite the fact
that casualties occurred anong the officers and N.C Os., control remained
good. They reached the road running north fromthe harbour (97656050) and
took some 25 prisoners. So far there had been no organi zed resistance, the
eneny's tactics generally consisted of firing into our ranks and causi ng our
troops to deploy. He would then withdraw and the procedure would be repeated
when he fired again. A noticeable factor was the |arge nunber of automatic
weapons which the eneny was using. Qur own vehicle loss up to this tinme was
one crocodil e knocked out by a Gernman sel f-propelled gun, which caused the

arnmoured support to sl ow down sonewhat.

It was difficult for our own tanks to manoeuvre in the town because of
the rubble and well-sited road bl ocks. The obstacl es which caused our
troops the nost trouble were railway boxcars filled with rubble which

were placed across many of the roads.

(AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V. 4 folio 9,

Speci al Report No. 25, Op "PLUNDER', 7 Cdn Inf Bde,

Part 1)
93. At 1300 hours fresh companies were conmitted and the battle became nore
dogged. I mmovabl e road bl ocks and the rubble piles clogged the streets

preventing cl ose support, and since the clearing of these obstacles was
obvi ously an engi neer task, the operation becane a straight infantry fight.
The historical officer of the division gave this picture of 7 Cdn Inf Bde's

obj ecti ve:

The city of Emmerich, once highly industrialized, and the hone of
several oil refineries, was but a pile of rubble when this attack was

started. It was denolished by R S.F. attacks earlier in the war.
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The eneny, however, used this rubble to resist our attack nost
stubbornly. The assistance of artillery, tanks, crocodiles and Wasps,
were (sic) invaluable, in this type of town clearing. At tines,
however, our tracked vehicles were inmobilized by the piles of rubble

ever ywhere.

(AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/iC/'S, Docket V: Special Report
No. 19, Op "PLUNDER' Report prepared by Hist Ofr,

HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, 30 Apr 45)

For the next six hours the slugging nmatch continued, the troops fighting their
way from house to house. All this tinme the entire town was subjected to heavy
eneny shelling but by 1900 hours about half the town had been cl eared agai nst
decreasi ng opposition. Lt-Col Gegory's intention was now to nmake one fina
push using three conpanies to reach the western outskirts of Emmerich and,
after sone reorgani zation, "A", "C' and "D' Coys again went forward at

2300 hours. (Special Report No. 27, Op "PLUNDER', as above; and WD., H Q

7 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 29 Mar 45)

94. VWil e Regina Rif had been steadily clearing to the south of the railway
the situation to the north had greatly inproved. Shortly after nidday

1 C. Scot R, also supported by tanks and flame throwers, had attacked with
the intention of clearing the area bounded by the railway and the
Emreri ch- Leegneer road. 1In this area the cenent works on the right flank, set
afire by a concentration of heavy nortar fire, were by-passed, and the two

| eadi ng sub-units advanced wi thout trouble and consolidated at the cross roads
on the Klein Netterden road to Leegneer on the right, and around the factory
north of the harbour on the left. The next task for the Scottish was to clear
the road (Wassenbergstrasse) between these points as a start line for the
projected attack by the R Whg R f later. The Wnni pegs thensel ves were
relieved of their hold on Klein Netterden when "A" Sgn of 7 Cdn Recce Regt

took over the protection of the right flank, at 1500 hours. (3 Cdn Inf Div
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Ops Log, 29 Mar 45). Brigadier G bson ordered the battalion to be prepared to
attack through 1 C. Scot R during the night of 29/30 Mar with the object of
clearing that sector directly north of the main town. At 2045 hours; R Wg
Ri f passed through 1 C. Scot R and within half an hour was well on the way to
the objectives. Close on midnight the task was conpleted, with two forward
conpani es on the western edge of the town, along the s Heerenberger Strasse,
and two conpanies in the two ceneteries (9760). (AEF. 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/CF
Docket V: folio 8, Special Report No. 25 Op "PLUNDER', 7 Cdn Inf Bde, and

attached map). During the night of 29 Mar and early norning of 30 Mar there
was increased activity on the left, but Regina Rif, though tired from
conti nuous marching and fighting, regrouped and conti nued the advance to cl ear

what ever opposition renmained in the south-west corner of Enmerich. (Lbid)

95. At 2300 hours the three rifle conpanies started off on their respective
jobs. "D'" Coy cleared the area south of the railroad junction (970604) by
0300 hours. Thirty mnutes later "C' Coy had control of its allotted area on
"D' Coy's left, but "A" Coy net very sticky opposition. To take one strong
poi nt, made up of three fortified houses on the western outskirts, they had to
call for assistance from"C' Coy. The offending stronghold baffled the
riflenmen throughout the nmorning of 30 Mar. At 0400 hours el enents of "C' Coy
attenpted to clean it out fromthe right and did succeed in penetrating the
out er-defences; but this success was short-lived, as our troops were quickly
expel | ed by panzerfaust and concentrated machine gun fire. Meanwhile nuch of
the obstruction had been cleared fromthe road up to the forward |ines and
addi ti onal support in the form of Wasps was brought into action, yet even

agai nst these dreaded weapons the eneny refused to yield. The little fortress
whi ch our nmen now knew to be two houses with connecting cellars renmained in

Cerman hands. A final effort was organized; and to quote an official report

Wasps were refuelled, 2 secs flamed both the buildings, setting them on

fire but still the point resisted. It was not till plenty of grenades
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had been thrown down the cellars that sone 50 odd eneny decided that the

war for them was over and gave up

(AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V. Folio 6,

Special Report No. 27 - Regina Rif)

This success, at 1300 hours, cleared the western edge of the town for use as a
start line for the forthcomng attack of 1 C Scot R (lbid: Folio 8, Specia
Report No. 25, Op "PLUNDER' as above).

96. 1 C. Scot R had itself experienced an exciting nmoment during the past
norni ng. While the Reginas were busy nopping up the |ast remmants of the
Cerman garrison, an alarm spread through the Scottish lines. A prisoner

di vul ged the news that a counter-attack by German infantry supported by two
sel f-propel l ed guns and six tanks was threatening. Qur artillery was at once
call ed upon to harass this force. Nevertheless at 0610 hours the
counter-attack cane in, but not against 1 C. Scot R It was R Wqg R f who
bore the onslaught, a sharp ferocious effort which managed to penetrate one
conpany's area. It did not last long, for the riflemen drove the eneny back
one Gernan tank being knocked out by a gain of 105 A Tk Bty. (lbid; and WD.
1 C Scot R, 30 Mar 45; and Appx 1, "I" Log, 30 Mar 45, Sheet No. 23, Serials
238-240 and 243.

97. The tine was now ripe to comence the | ast phase of exploitation west of
Emrerich. The task fell to 1 C. Scot R, the object being to capture the

| arge cement works (or the brick factory) west of the town in order to secure
start lines for 8 Cdn Inf Bde's attack in a north-westerly direction toward
the Hoch Elten feature, and 9 Cdn Inf Bde's forthcom ng assault on the

Muhl enber gerweg (AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V: Special Report No. 25,

7 Cdn Inf Bde, p. 8 and WD., GS., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: Appx 14,

GO 7, Op "PLUNDER', 3 Cdn Inf Div Op Instr No. 2). The attack ordered by

the G O C. at 0900 hours and originally planned for 1330 hours was finally
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| aunched at 1400 hours without arnmoured support, for the troop of tanks and
troop of crocodiles which should have supported it were unable to get through

the rubble of Emmrerich. (Special Report No. 25; and 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,

30 Mar 45, Serial 55). "B" and "D' Coys went forward together (left and
right) with the former making fair progress, but "D' Coy had hardly passed its
start |line, when the nmen of Regina R f, through whomit had passed, were
attacked fromthe north. The Regina conpany had to abandon its position
tenporarily, and as a result the right hand effort by 1 C. Scot R bogged
down. The Conmmandi ng Officer decided to reinforce the success of "B" Coy by
pushing "A" Coy through. By 1650 hours nobst of the objective was dom nated by
our troops and tanks were on the way forward to assist the consolidation. The
new y won ground was secure by 1850 hours with 1 C. Scot R firmy disposed
around the vital cenment works sone 800 yards west of Ennerich. (WD.,

1 C Scot R, 30 Mar 45; 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 30 Mar 45, Serials 57 and 59;
Special Report No. 25, p. 8; and WD., HQ 7 Cdn |Inf Bde, 30 Mar 45)

2 CDN INF DIV ARRI VES I N THE BRI DGEHEAD, 29 MAR 45

98. The task of 7 Cdn Inf Bde was conpleted; next on the |list was the thrust
onto the form dable feature of the Hoch Elten and expansion to the north. To
this end operations had gone pretty well according to plan and the front line
of 2 Cdn Corps generally presented a promising picture. 6 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, the
first elements of 2 Cdn Inf Div had al ready crossed the Rhine west of Rees on
29 Mar; and this group, which included a field conpany R C.E., an anti-tank
battery, a squadron of 8 Cdn Recce and 10 Cdn Arnd Regt, was now on the east
bank with the prospect of being conmitted on the right flank of 3 Cdn Inf Div.
(WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div, 28 Mar 45; and 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,

28 Mar 45, Serials 1975-1977, 1980 and 1981). Mj-CGen A.B. Matthews' nmin
headquarters followed the | eading brigade over during the norning, and

5 Cdn I nf Bde canme over "Blackfriars Bridge" later in the day.
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The planning of Operation "PLUNDER' visualized 2 Cdn Inf Div becom ng

t he spearhead of the northern advance of 2 Cdn Corps, behind (east of)
the enemy's prepared lIjssel line with 4 Cdn Arnd Div and 3 Cdn Inf Div
on the right and | eft flanks respectively. During the period under
review 4 Cdn Armd Div had not yet been committed east of the Rhine, and

British elements operated on the right flank of 2 Cdn Inf Div.

(AEF: 45/2 Cdn Inf Div/CF, Docket Il: Wekly
Summary of Ops and Activities, HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div,
25-31 Mar 45)

99. 6 Cdn Inf Bde Gp was fitted into the battle by relieving 9 Cdn |Inf Bde
in the Bienen sector, with Fus MR taking over Hueth and the Canerons of C.
assum ng responsibility for zu Bienen. (First Cdn Arny Ops Log, 29 Mar 45,
Serial 99; WD., HQ 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 29 Mar 45; AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C G
Trace 2359 hrs, 29 Mar 45; AEF: 45/2 Cdn Inf DiviC/ G Trace 2030 hrs,

29 Mar 45). Oiginally the battalions had expected to go forward at first
light with 8 Cdn Recce Regt out ahead, but his advance was postponed by the
delay in the operations of 43 (W) Div on the right. (See para 87) (WD.,
Canerons of C., 29 Mar 45). 1In the afternoon the battalions noved forward
wi t hout opposition to new positions some 2000 yards farther north across the
Dutch frontier, where Canmerons of C. took up position with their headquarters
in afarm at Schriek, just inside the Dutch frontier. Fus MR were

1000 yards to the east, S. Sask R and 8 Cdn Recce Regt were in the rear.
(Lbid; and AEF: 45/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/D: Trace 2030 hrs, 29 Mar 45). 5 Cdn Inf

Bde took up positions well to the rear near Esserden (Trace).

100. The general task of the division had already been defined at a

conference held by Lt-Gen Sinonds on 29 Mar:

2 Cdn Inf Div was instructed first to capture Netterden and second, to

advance along two axes so as to secure Etten (square 0469) and
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Klein Azewi jn (square 0167). In addition the east bank of the river
(Qude) ljssel was to be clear south of Terborg. In fulfilnment of this
task 6 Cdn Inf Bde was to clear and occupy Netterden, Gendringen and
W eken (square 0564) as a prelimnary to the capture of Etten and Klein

- Azewi j n.

8 Cdn Recce Regt was to relieve 6 Cdn Inf Bde in Netterden and fromthis
firmbase was to reconnoitre the Netterden - Klein Azewijn axis with the

obj ective of making contact with 3 Cdn Inf Div in the Emmerich area.

(AEF: 45/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/'S, Docket I1: Wekly Summary
of Ops and Activities, HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div,
25-31 Mar 45)

In keeping with these intentions, Canerons of C. sent out patrols towards
Netterden. Seventy-two prisoners were brought back. This success encouraged
further probing of the village itself, and "D' Coy was assigned to the task of

capturing it. (WD., Canerons of C., 29 Mar 45)

101. Wth the eneny reported holding the perimeter of the village, "D' Coy
attacked at first light. Another conpany was sent to the north-east to help
in the attack. "Bitter fighting ensued'. Then a local truce was arranged to
permt recovery of casualties. At the end of this respite a stern ultinmatum
persuaded the twenty-two surviving Gernmans to surrender. This fierce little
| ocal battle produced 130 prisoners, including two officers, but cost the
Canmerons four killed (including the adjutant) and ten wounded. (lbid,

30 Mar 45). At 0800 hours the battalion reported Netterden clear. Wthin
hal f an hour the two battalions were ordered north again, the Canerons on
being relieved in Netterden by a squadron of 8 Cdn Reeve Regt, to go to

Vel dhunten, and Fus MR to head for Gendringen. At 1312 hours Fus MR
reported that they were nmeeting resistance in Gendringen, in the formor heavy

smal |l arns fire fromeneny in houses. At the sanme tine, three mles to the
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west 8 Cdn Recce Regt had run into anti-tank guns, upon which they called down
fire fromtheir artillery (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 30 Mar 45, Serials 2155 and
2156) .

102. During the afternoon Fus MR entered Gendringen, while Canerons of C
got their hands on the village of MIt, securing it with two conpanies. On
the left, 8 Cdn Recce Regt ran into flooding on the German-Dutch border at

Ber enskanp, and were unable to make contact with 7 Cdn Recce Regt of 3 Cdn Int
Div. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 30 Mar 45, Serial 51). At 1915 hours Fus MR had
got well ahead with clearing their objective, but further west Camerons of C.
were still held up short of Veldhunten, with two conpani es pi hned down by
heavy machine gun fire. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 30 Mar 45, Serial 2203).
Brigadier Allard appreciated that the eneny was in a strong sem -circul ar
position around the village, with every possibility that he would try and hold
it and U ft, a sonewhat |arger place about two mles to the north-east on the
Qude ljssel (lbid, Serials 221 and 2238). S. Sask R were brought up to be
passed through Fus MR to Etten "if the front should suddenly go soft” (WD.
H Q 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 30 Mar 45)

DEVELOPMENT COF OPERATI ONS BY 30 CORPS, 29-31 MAR 45

103. In conjunction with the steady push north and westwards by the

Canadi ans, operations on Lt-Gen Sinonds' right were going equally well. On a
hi gher |l evel the two assaulting arm es under Field Marshal Mntgonery had
already linked up north of the river Lippe on 28 Mars. Ninth US. Arny's
Sector included G adbeck, Gahlen and Dorsten; in the British Sector

Lt-Gen Ritchie's 12 Corps, advanci ng north-east had got as far as Borken and
Rhede, while 30 Brit Corps under Lt-Gen Horrocks, though battling agai nst
sterner opposition, had secured the line Haldern - Isselburg - Anholt. Anholt
was taken on 29 Mar by the conbined efforts of 43 (W) Inf Div, who |aunched
130 Bde across the Issel river to assault the town fromthe northwest, and

51 (H.) Div, which advanced north westwards fromlIssel burg. Sinultaneously
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t he Hi ghl anders pressed on northeastwards to Di nxperlo on 30 Mar while 43 (W)
Di v established crossing places over the Priesterbeek to the west. A ful
scal e break-out was imrnent, and in preparation for it Gds Arnd Div was in
position south of Dinxperlo at 0500 hours 30 Mar ready to begin an all out
drive for Aalten (2070). Between the guardsnen and 2 Cdn Corps 43 (W) Inf
Div was prepared to hurl 214 Bde, with under conmand 8 Arnd Bde, on
Varssevel d, thus protecting the left flank of the arnoured division. (AEF:
45/ Second Arny/ C/H Docket |: Notes on Operations of 21 Arny Group, as above
AEF: 45/ First Cdn Arny/C H, Docket V: March 1945, Liaison Ofr's reports for
281730A, 291200A, 291600A and 301130A).

ORDERS FOR THE FI NAL PUNCH 28 MAR 45

104. These successes coupled with those of the American Armies to the south
represented the prelude to the all-out effort for final victory which
Field Marshal Montgonery had laid down in his directive of 28 Mar. In it he

sai d:

We have won the Battle of The Rhine.

During March the average nunmber of prisoners taken every day by the
Allies on the Western front is 10,000: nmaking a total of over a quarter
of amllion. The eneny divisions were all very weak when the battles
for the Rhineland began; they are getting no replacenents and are now
mere skel etons; there are no fresh and conplete divisions in the rear
and all the enemy will be able to do is to bl ock roads and approaches

wi th personnel from schools, bath units, pigeon lofts, and so on.

The tinme has now arrived for quick and determ ned exploitation by

armoured and nmobile units of 21 Army G oup.
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On our right flank, 12 Army Group is advanci ng northeast fromthe
Remagen bridgehead to effect junction with the right flank of 21 Arny

Group in the area about Paderborn.

(GOC-in-C 1-0, Vol Il: Operational Directives
C.-in-C., 21 Arny G oup, Folio 24, M 563 28 Mar 45).

The C.-in-C. urged that the situation be exploited with all speed. Now was
the tinme "to drive hard for the River Elbe so as to gain quick possession of

the plains of Northern Germany" (lbid).

105. Inthe C-in-C.'s outline plan, the right of Ninth U S, Arny was to be
directed on Magdeburg, the left of Second Arny on Hanburg. GCeneral Crerar's
orders were to open up the supply route to the north through Arnhem and to
clear North-east Holland and the coastal area towards the River Elbe. Once on
the Elbe, Ninth U S. and Second British Armes would halt; Ninth U S Arny was
then to assist 12 U S. Arny Goup in clearing the Ruhr, while Lt-Gen Denpsey's
troops hel ped the Canadian Arny to conplete its allotted task. Finally, in

stressing the inportance of the work at hand the C.-in-C. wote:

If this bold plan is to succeed, Ninth and Second Arm es nust get their
full armoured and nobile strength depl oyed quickly and pushed ahead;

this will be done.

The operations will be conducted with speed and vi ol ence by the arnoured

colums; forenmpst commanders nust al ways be quick to by-pass resistance
with the | eading troops, and to push on deep into eneny rear areas; if a

colum is held up on one route, another one nust push on

This is the tine to take risks and to go "flat out" for the El be.

If we reach the El be quickly, we win the war.
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( Lbi d)

106. The past 48 hours had seen the C.-in-C. 's instructions begin to take
their prescribed form The ground force conmmanders lost no tine in |aying out
fresh plans, for one |look at a battle nmap was enough to convey the seriousness
of the German position. The high dividends fromour investnent in the
deceptive plan opposite Emerich before the assault on 23 Mar were apparent to
all. The eneny, falsely appreciating that our main effort would be agai nst
Emrerich, had conmtted 15 Pz Gren Div in an attenpt to neutralize the

bri dgehead at Rees. As a result, by the night of 30 Mar, that formation was
still fully engaged in a rearguard action against 12 Corps' thrust on Bocholt.
Equally wongly placed on 15 Pz Gren Div's right had been 116 Pz Div, which
was forced to oppose either our airborne attack or that of Ninth U S. Arny.

As the First Cdn Arny Intelligence Summary of 29 Mar points out:

...He chose the latter, after toying with the fornmer, and the division
arrived too late to effect either; it also is now fighting a delaying

action south of the Lippe, with 180 Div right and 190 Div left.

As a result we are now striking East towards Miunster wi thout opposition

and Northeast to Coesfeld A67, Stadtlohn A47 and Wntersw jk A37..

(AEF: 45/First Cdn Arny/L/F, Docket |: First Cdn
Arny Int Summary No. 272, 29 Mar 45)

107. Over in the Canadi an Sector Lt-Gen Sinonds' Intelligence staff was al so

able to construct a clear picture:

... The area of Emerich as far East as the boundary running from
Klein Netterden to Terborg is defended by troops of 346 Div. Both
battali ons of 858 & have been identified along with 346 Fus Battalion

and some of the Engineer Battalion fighting as infantry. 857 G,
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anot her regi nent of 346, was identified today as far 'East as Stadtl ohn
A4377. This is just one small exanple of how divisions in North-West
Hol I and must be | osing personnel to reinforce the badly maul ed

formati ons on other parts of the Western Front..

(AEF: 45/2 Can Corps/L/F, Docket I: Folio 7, 2 Cdn
Corps Int Summary No. 150, 30 Mar 45)

There was little informati on avail able regarding the eneny's inmmedi ate

reserves anong the curious mixture of troops which opposed us:

108.

out:

...On the left of 346 East of the line Klein Netterden - Terborg 6 Para
Div controls a miscellany of its own battalions, sone Vol kssturm and a
Fortress MG Battalion. From Right to Left (the eneny's Right) the
sector is held by Il Battalion 17 Para in the Klein Netterden -
Netterden area, 6 Vol kssturm Battalion between Netterden and W eken,

30 Fortress MG Battalion under conmmand 17 Para Regi mnent North of
Gendringen, on its Left the hodge-podge of the battalions of 16, 17 and
18 Para Regi nents over to the boundary with 8 Para Di v which according
to a captured trace runs through Isselburg. The forward |line of 8 Para
has been broken and it seens that the division is falling back onto

G oenlo. ..

(Lbi d)

It was evident that the foe was in sore straits; as one report pointed

. The eneny has suffered in the Wst a series of shattering defeats.
He has | ost nost of his arm es here and vast stretches of Gernany
itself. He has lost the use of the greatest industrial district in

Europe. He has |lost the confidence that he can win the war. But he has
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NOT | ost the will to go on fighting and until that is lost, the war wll

go on. The whole issue is, as it has been for some tine, how | ong?

He has the great Nazi asset, the firmw |l never to capitulate. But as
|l ong as he endeavours to hold two vastly long fronts on East and West,
wi th decreasing forces, he is bound to fail in his fight. As long, too,
as he continues to withdraw fromthe East and the West on to centra
Germany, he does NOT gain any shortening of his line and he invites the

di sasters whi ch now pursue him

...he is alnobst completely putting the Army under the control of Nazi
and SS hi gher commanders, he may no | onger have avail abl e | eaders who
can do anything else but lead their nmen to stand and fight. The best

brai ns of the Wehrmacht have been retired or captured or |iquidated..

. For nonths past, his crises have been cunul ative. There nust cone a
poi nt when he can physically no | onger adjust his front nor react to new

situations. That point may have been reached.

(AEF: 45/ First Cdn Arny/L/F, Docket |: First Cdn
Arny Int Sunmary No. 273, 30 Mar 45)

109. Possibly the best way to describe the general situation is to follow the
wor ds whi ch the Suprenme Commander used in his final report to the Conbi ned

Chi efs of Staff.

Wthin a week of the crossing of the Rhine, the Allied spearheads were
thrusting eastward, isolating corps and divisions, and cutting off one
army fromanother. Despair gripped the German fores as never before,
and the disintegration of the entire Western Front devel oped rapidly.
Al ready the task of exercising unified command over the Gernman

det achnments was becom ng al nost an inpossibility. Conmunications were
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breaki ng down, and reports filtered through so slowy that Kesselring
could never be sure what the position at a given nonent m ght be. By
the tine information had been received and instructions sent back to the
armes, the Allied advance guards had probably pressed forward 50 m | es
and the entire situation had been transformed. Under such

ci rcunst ances, the | ocal commanders were increasingly conpelled to nmake
their own decisions, irrespective of what m ght be happeni ng el sewhere,
and to act independently of the higher command. |n consequence,
Kesselring found hinself increasingly unable to exercise any rea
control over the situation, and the organi zation of the Western Front
col | apsed conpletely. Only one thing was certain: by Hitler's order

the fight was to go on.

(Report by the Suprenme Commander to the Conbi ned

Chiefs of Staff on the Operations in Furope of the

Al lied Expeditionary Force, 6 June 1944 - 8 May 1945,

p. 127)

110. No great natural or nman-nade defensive barrier remained to the eneny, so

as General Ei senhower went on to explain:

If the Nazi |eaders, in appointing Kesselring to the command of the
German forces in the west, expected himto repeat his defensive
successes of Italy they were to be sadly disappointed. Wth the Rhine
crossed, he had here no Gustav Line, no Monte Cassino, upon which to
make a stand. So conpletely had the Gernmans relied upon their ability
to hold out in the Siegfried Line that east of the Rhine there were no
artificial barriers ready to halt our progress other than hastily

constructed | ocal defense works.

(Lbid, p. 126)
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THE SI TUATI ON FROM THE ENEMY' S PO NT OF VIEW 30 MAR 45

111. At a later date after the cessation of hostilities, the Gernman
commanders who were interrogated confirnmed our beliefs that there was
literally nothing left to prevent the total destruction of Hitler's forces.
General Eugen Meindl, at that tine comranding 2 Para Corps said that once the
Al lied bridgeheads were secured he realized that Germany was fi ni shed;
consequently when the breakout began at the end of March his formation began
to fall back in a north-easterly direction towards the German North Sea ports.

(AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/L/F, Docket I111: Special Interrogation Report,

General Eugen Meindl). According to General CGunther Blunentritt, the

Commander of 1 Para Arny, Mindl's divisions were the only useful ones |eft.

O the formations under Blunmentritt's command only Meindl's Parachute

Di vi sions, holding a sector fromthe Dutch border to the Ens River, were
capabl e of carrying on any real resistance. The other two Corps were
chiefly heterogeneous remmants of broken infantry divisions. G eat gaps
had been torn in the Iine in many places and it was no | onger intact.
There were no reserves, the artillery was weak, there was no Air Force
whatever and only a few tanks remai ned. Comrunication facilities were
conpl etely inadequate and the reinforcenents that did arrive had been

hastily trained and bal dly equi pped.

(lbid: Special Interrogation Report,

General Gunther Blunentritt)

It was against this unstable background that Kesselring's weary soldiers were
forced to brace thenselves to neet the offensive which continued with renewed

vi gour .

THE SI TUATI ON ON THE LEFT FLANK, 30/31 MAR 45
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112. The evening of 30 Mar saw 2 Cdn Corps poised on a line running fromthe
concrete works west of Emmerich straight eastwards through the areas of
Leegneer, Klein Netterden and Netterden. East of the |last naned place, a
salient curved northward to the Veldhunten - U ft road, where 2 Cdn Inf Div
was already in control of a good portion of the ground i mediately west of the
Qude ljssel with 6 Cdn Inf Bde. East of the Issel?®® 30 Corps was naking rapid
strides with the intention of penetrating deeper into the enemy's territory so
as to protect the left flank of Second Arny. Early on 30 Mar, Gds Arnd Di v
had struck out for Aalten. At the sane time 43 Inf Div, running out north
from Anholt, had taken Sinderen on the road to Varsseveld and on the left,
havi ng by-passed the defended village of N euwdorp, went on to seize Silvol de,
thereby formng a protective wing over the Canadi an troops noving up along the
south bank of the river sonme two mles to the west. Varsseveld was entered
and occupi ed during the night against gradually decreasing opposition. Aalten
however, was still to be cleared though it only remained for the road | eading
to it to be repaired sufficiently to allow a co-ordinated effort to be nmade in
nmoppi ng up the towns (AEF: 45/ Second Arny/ C/ D, Docket |; and Notes on
Operations, 21 Army Group, as above; also AEF: 2 Cdn Corps Ops Log

30 Mar 45, Serials 18, 42). From Aalten Gds Arnd Div were instructed to
follow the axis Lichtehvoorde - Groenlo - Eibergen - Enschede, while

43 Inf Div, acconpanied by 8 Arnd Bde, would press on towards Ruurlo, Lochem
and Hengel o. Behind these spearheads, 3 Brit Inf Div was under orders
primarily to follow the Guards though it could be used to reinforce the Wssex
formation if necessary. |In reserve there remained 51 (H.) Div, ready to take
up the role of left flank protection as soon as 43 Inf Div sidestepped to the
northeast. (AEF: 45/ Second Arny/C/ D, Docket |; also Notes on Operations,

21 Arny Group, as above)

30n the German side of the international boundary the river is
called the Issel (not to be confused with the Ijssel River further
west, which joins with the Qude |jssel Channel at Doesbrug).
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8 CDN | NF BDE PASSES THROUGH TOMARD THE HOCH ELTEN, 30 MAR 45

113. Wth the ruins of Enmmerich in our hands the task of passing 8 and

9 Cdn Inf Bdes through to the west and north began on 30 Mar. 8 Cdn |Inf Bde
had noved up behind Brigadier G bson's battalions in readiness to take on the
Hoch Elten feature north-west of the devastated city; 9 Cdn Inf Bde, faced
with clearance of the Mihl enbergerweg region, already had Nth N. S. Highrs
positioned in the area bounded by the railway and the trammay tracks | eading
north from Emerich. In this somewhat forward assenbly area, the North Novas
went about the job of house-clearing to ensure a start line for their drive to
the north. 8 Cdn Inf Bde's advance conmenced at 2200 hours when R de Chaud
noved forward froma |ine connecting the two concrete factories and the
railway. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serial 4; also

3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 30 Mar 45, Serials 80, 94; also WDs., H. Gs.

8 Cdn Inf Bde and 9 Cdn Inf Bde and Nth N.S. Highrs, 3031 Mar 45)

114. The eneny did not offer nuch resistance and by 0150 hours the

French- Canadi ans were in Huthum half-way between Emrerich end Hoch Elten

The reserve conpani es then passed through; one to take the small woods

i medi ately north of Huthum while the other thrust half a mle south-west to
In der Klei. (WD., R de Chaud, 30 Mar 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,

31 Mar 45, Serials 11 and 14). By 0730 hours 31 Mar the battalion was

consol idated al ong the road which runs at right angles to the railway from

In der Klei to the small woods north of Huthum and had 70 prisoners "in the
bag". Al this time (since 0200 hours, 31 Mar) QO R of C. had been noving
up steadily on the right of the Chaudieres, with the intention of taking the
Hoch Elten feature fromthe north-east while the French-Canadi ans attacked
fromthe south. (AEF:. 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C F, Docket V, folio 4: Specia
Report No. 29 - 8 Cdn Inf Bde, para 4). At 0525 hours the riflenmen had yet to

encounter opposition, and as R de Chaud consolidated south of the rail way,

QO R of C held one conpany close on their right flank on the north-easterly
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extensi on of the sane wood near I|ngenhof (9462). (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,
31 Mar 45, Serials 15, 16, 29)

115. The norning was taken up by aggressive patrolling, in the course of

whi ch R de Chaud reached the power Station (9261) on the Rhine 2000 yards
south of Hoch Elten village (ibid, Serial 32; 2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 31 Mar 45,
Serial 19). This power station is only 300 yards fromthe Dutch frontier and
it was not occupied by the eneny. By 1300 hours QO R of C had inproved
their holdings on the right and had conpanies firm at |Ingenhof (9462), Lohhof
(9463) and Hassent (9463). The reserve unit, N. Shore R, which had been
concentrating in the vicinity of Laar feld (9562), sent elenents to seek
contact around the village of Borghees (9663). The Chaudi eres had al so gai ned
ground and had reported the curved line of railway track to the west clear
fromthe power station up to its junction with the railroad about 700 yards
south of Hoch Elten (9264). It was planned that Q O R of C should proceed
in a north-easterly direction to capture Vorthuizen (9464), cross the stream
there (the Grenskanaal) and firmup south of the autobahn, between Vorthuizen
and Ritbroek (9365). At the sanme time R de Chaud woul d approach the

Hoch Elten area fromthe south-west. N Shore R was to rest in reserve ready

to exploit any success (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serial 62)

116. Probing and thrusting with two battalions the 8 Cdn Inf Bde felt its way
forward to the feature which had dom nated the m nds of conmanders (as well as
the Rhine |owl ands) for so long. Wile R de Chaud adjusted its forward |ine
of troops, the Queen's Owm went on to Vorthuizen. No opposition was
encountered on the way, but as the troops were digging in to hold their gains
a heavy nortar and artillery concentration raked themand inflicted severa
casualties. The situation, however, inproved quickly and by 1600 hours

"B" Coy (of QO R of C attacked from Vorthuizen; |unged across the stream
and carried the advance on up the slope. Supported by the tanks which had
been providing excellent covering fire the tired sol diers consolidated.

Meanwhil e on the left, R de Chaud were gradually closing in on the village of
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Hoch Elten and HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div was asked what further steps should be taken
towards the objective. At 1625 hours the answer canme back, "Go on to

Hoch Elten". (AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V, Folios 2 and 3: Specia
Reports Nos 30, 31, Op "PLUNDER', QO R of C. and R de Chaud; also 3 Cdn Inf
Div Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serials 73, 81, 89, 93)

117. Wthin half an hour it was reported that 8 Cdn Inf Bde was attacking the
Hoch Elten feature by sending patrols forward, then building them up, though
it was not considered possible that the final attack would be made until at
last light. (First Cdn Arnmy Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serials 99, 104). Now that
the Queen's Om were at the foot of the feature and R de Chaud equally far
west nearer the river, resistance was sl ackeni ng sonmewhat, but it was "stil
hard goi ng" (ibid, Serial 109). The advance continued throughout the |ate
afternoon and evening against intermttent shell fires, and by 2315 hours

R. de Chaud'* had entered the feature fromthe south, and N. Shore R, having
passed through Q O R of C. were 1000 yards east of them (2 Cdn Corps Ops
Log, 31 Mar 45, Serial 49). The nmen of the brigade found the feature
devastated and deserted, a tribute to the effective engagenent by artillery,

the "pepper-pot", and the R A F. Mtchells.

So heavy was the shelling that in sonme places the contour of the feature
had noti ceably changed, and little but stunps and shattered trunks

remai ned of the heavy growth of trees which had covered the hill. Over
a period of a few days the area had approximately four million rounds on
it. The few snipers who were |left were successfully taken on by our
artillery with success. The 1st Canadi an Rocket Battery firing on this

feature proved its efficiency and effectiveness.

4The area of Huthumrecently vacated by R de Chaud was now
occupied by Regina Rif of 7 Cdn Inf Bde, who were brought up at
2000 hrs to fill the gap left by R de Chaud (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,
as above, 31 Mar 45, Serials 105, 110, 111).
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(The History of 13 Canadian Field Reqgi nent, Roya

Canadian Artillery 1940-1945, p. 120)

118. The nessage at 2300 hours that "at |east one conpany of infantry are now
on top of Hoch Elten feature", was heartily wel comed at Headquarters of First
Cdn Arny (First Cdn Arny Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serial 168). This was indeed
good news, for 1 Cdn A .G R E. had begun the task of bridging the Rhine at
Emrerich at 1030 hours that norning. The conpletion of the |low |level class

40 bridge could now go ahead without fear of observation and shelling fromthe
eneny on those dom nating heights. The expected tine for conpletion of the
Emrerich bridge was first set at 1800 hours on 1 Apr, but later that night
this estinmate was corrected to 0600 hours, 2 Apr. It was now beconi ng
apparent that the conditions for the return of 2 Cdn Corps to First Cdn Arny
were being fulfilled. The event was forecast for 2 Apr. (First Cdn Arny Ops
Log, 31 Mar 45, Serial 109)

THE OPERATIONS OF 9 CDN I NF BDE, 3031 MAR 45

119. Meanwhile as 8 Cdn Inf Bde slogged its way up the wood sl opes of

Hoch Elten, the battalion of 9 Cdn Inf Bde had made excell ent progress agai nst
l[imted resistance in their drive to the north. Lack of contact on the

previ ous night had indicated that the eneny was w thdraw ng. As

Nth N.S. Highrs consolidated south of the woods bel ow and to the left of

Muhl enber gerweg, Bri gadi er Rocki ngham anxious to keep S.D. & G Highrs
abreast of the Nova Scotians, ordered the G engarrians forward at 0030 hours.
By 0560 hours the battalion was up level with Nth N.S. Hi ghrs, awaiting

H Hour, which had been set at 0700 hours 31 Mar. (WD., S.D. & G Highrs,

31 Mar 45). At the allotted tinme the two battalions noved across the start
lines and in an hour Nth N.S. Highrs reported that they were firmy
established on the north side of the wood, having taken some prisoners but net
no opposition (WD., HQ 9 Cdn Inf Bde, March 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log,

31 Mar 45, Serial 42). At about the sanme tine S.D. & G Highrs reported a
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successful advance ending in consolidation on the north side of the wood

(Lbid, Serials 43 and 44).

120. The next phase of the brigade's advance was a job for H L.I. of C. The
battalion passed through Nth N.S. Highrs and thrust northward toward the
junction of the s Heerenberg - Emerich road with the autobahn. (2 Cdn Corps
Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serial 22). At 1035 hours they found their objective

m ned, and the road bl ocked (WD., HQ 9 Cdn Inf Bde, March 1945: Appx 3

Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serial 58). This obstruction was by-passed, and the
battalion worked its way forward once nore. All this time 7 Cdn Recce Regt
had been patrolling northward from Kl ein Netterden and had contacted the

H L.1. of C. near the autobahn junction. (lbid, Serial 78). The task of
probing to the right and front of 9 Cdn Inf Bde was assigned to "A" Sgn, which
Lt- Col Baerman had placed at Brigadi er Rocki ngham s di sposal, while he hinself
established his own tactical Command Post at the headquarters of 9 Cdn Inf

Bde. At alittle after noon, 31 Mar, the two units, closely attended by sone
tanks of 27 Cdn Arnd Regt, had reached the Grens Kanaal, south of

s Heerenberg. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serial 29). By 1400 hours,
however, it was clear that the eneny intended to hold s Heerenberg. H. L.I

of C. then reported to the brigade that it would be necessary to bridge the
"anti-tank ditch" bounding the canal, in order to get supporting tanks forward
to root the enemy out of the towmn. (WD., HL.I. of C, March 1945: Appx 5,
Int Log Diary, 31 Mar 45, Serial 20)

121. Most of the opposition in front of H L.I. of C. was comng froma |arge
nonastery south of the town. Although the buildings were clearly marked as a
hospital the Gernmans were using it as a strong point. After sone tine a

bri dgehead was established, and the nonastic fortress was finally occupied at
2100 hours (31 Mar). (WD., HL.I. of C, 31 Mar 45). A conpany was then
passed through to take up positions on the left side of the road protecting
the bridgehead, and by 2200 hours the engineers were busy putting up a bridge.
(First Cdn Army Ops Log, 1 Apr 45, Serial 28). Thus the nonth of April began
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with 3 Cdn Inf Div beyond Enmerich on a two brigade front. On the left 8 Cdn
Inf Bde was in possession of the coveted heights of Hoch Elten, and on the
right 9 Cdn Inf Bde was about to begin clearing s Heerenberg. Thence the
bri gade would go to Zeddam and Kil der, which lie on the eastern and northern
edge of the great Stokkumrer Bosch, the forest which streanms up into Hol |l and

fromthe Hoch Elten pinnacle. (lbid; and Serial 57)

2 CDN I NF DIV CONTINUES | TS PUSH NORTHWARD, 31 MAR 45

122. Simultaneous with the freedom of novenment enjoyed on the left by 3 Cdn
Inf Div. Maj-CGen Matthews' troops had al so gone far towards carrying out the
tasks of reorganizing 6 Cdn Inf Bde along the road Terborg - Etten - Ziek -
Klein - Axewijn and of passing Brigadier Megill's formation through towards
Terborg. 5 Cdn Inf Bde's task was by no neans an easy one for besides
securing Terborg it nust also sweep on to Doetinchem The present task of

8 Cdn Recce Regt was to probe up the Silvolde - Terborg - Doetinchem road,
east of the Qude Ijssel, keeping in touch with 43 (W) Inf Div, operating on
the right flank. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 30 Mar 45, Serial 2231; WD.

GS Ops, HQ First Cdn Arnmy, March 1945: Appx 149, "Highlights of Ops to
310730"). During the night patrols from6 Cdn Inf Bde had established the
vill age of Vel dhunten clear, and Camerons of C. occupied it at 1000 hours.
(2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serials 2272 and 2276). Fus MR then
probed into U ft, finding the "opposition not very stiff" and by 1430 hours,
S. Sask R. were on their objectives in Etten. (lbid, Serials 2308 and 2332;
AEF: 45/2 Cdn Inf Div/C G Trace 312030).

123. It was now the task of the engineers to provide a nmeans of crossing the
Qude Ijssel at U ft and to the southeast of Gendringen. Although these

bri dges woul d not be ready until 1900 and 1630 hours respectively, the GOC
instructed "5 Cdn Inf Bde to try to push through U ft directed on Terborg -
Doeti nchem axis. Troops to cross by any neans. Wen bridge is finished

F echelon is to go across”". (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serials 2296,
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2309, 2326 and 2278). Brigadier Megill's leading battalion was the |ong
famus Bl ack Watch (R H. C.) which had been on the road in carriers and T.C. Vs.
since 0640 hours that norning (31 Mar). Moving up in bounds, they were first
halted at MIt, where orders were issued for an advance riding on the tanks of
"B" Sqn 10 Cdn Arnd Regt. \When this was cancelled, the battalion noved to
Uft, and in the late afternoon crossed the Oude |jssel in storm boats and
assenbled in the region of Silvolde. The carriers followed on hastily
assenbled class 5 raft ferries operated by 7 Cdn Fd Coy, while the heavier
vehi cl es of the support company and the reconnai ssance regi ment crossed by the
bri dge, which, although prom sed for 1900 hours was not conpleted unti

2130 hours. Terborg, the next objective, was to be attacked with tank and
artillery support at 0100 hours, 1 Apr. (lbid, Serials 2399, 2407; W Ds.

R HC , 7 Cdn Fd Coy, 31 Mar 45). The other two battalions of the Brigade
were close at hand and ready to leap-frog through (WD., H Q 5 Cdn Inf Bde,
31 Mar 45)

THE RECONNAI SSANCE EAST OF THE OUDE | JSSEL, 31 MAR - 1 APR 45

124. As the pace of our advance accel erated, the reconnai ssance nen (of 8 Cdn
Recce Regt) experienced nmore scope for their peculiar trade. On the left one
squadron was working its way ahead with S. Sask R while "A" Sgn had crossed
the Qude Ijssel, and by 1100 hours had nade its way to the crossing over the
Pri esterbeek stream al ready established by 43 (W) Inf Div near Braakhorst
(110643). By using this bridge the armoured cars were now able to commence a
drive northwards to contact the eneny along the east bank of the Qude |jssel
Progress was del ayed however for this was 43 (W) Inf Div's sector and the
roads | eading away fromthe bridge were crowmded with the Wssex division's
echel on transport which was following up the battle to the north. As the
roads cl eared, the Cdn Recce squadron began to make sonme headway; by

1230 hours it reported passing the crossroads south of G oot Breedenbroek

(1064); from here the cars had an open "run" and at 1400 hours | eading

el ements of the recce were reported near Silvolde. At the sane time another
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sub-unit was in N euwdorp which was enpty but under shell-fire. Contact with
the forward troops of the Black Watch was made at 1630 hours. (2 Cdn Inf Div
Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serials 2280, 2292, 2296, 2303, 2311, 2325, 2357; and
WD., 8 Cdn Recce Regt, March 1945: Appx Il, Ops Log, Serials 408-414,
Messages ATO RHQ 1605 and 1700). Extra length was lent to 2 Div's vision by
the addition of a squadron of 18 Cdn Arnd C. Regt, which was placed under
command of the Division at 1500 hours on 31 Mar (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,

Serial 2362). This squadron was made responsi ble for maintaining contact

bet ween the right hand brigade of 2 Cdn Inf Div and 43 Div (ibid,

Serial 2416).

125. An interesting and somewhat amnusing sidelight during the current events
is provided in exanples of the "Recce" men's nmessages to their respective
headquarters. One occurred at 1900 hours when the comrander of "A" Sgn sent

this message to Regi nental Headquarters:

All C'S have curled or are doing so. Amleaving stovepi pes and Bi g Boys
with Black Watch until they get support. Savages fromthe west will

pass through the Black Watch if all goes well

This, translated fromthe jargon which was supposed to baffle the eneny radio
i ntercept stations, nmeant that his squadron had halted for the night, but that
he was | eaving anti-tank guns and heavy arnoured cars to support the

Bl ack Watch until their heavy weapons and supporting arnour crossed the
bridge, and if all went well, Calg Hi ghrs would pass through. At 2042 hours

t he squadron canme on the air again:
I have four babies under weather because of shell fire and have only one

code sign ready to go in norning. Working on sick babies and hope to

have sone kind of patrol to help out in the norning.
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This neant that he had four vehicles disabled by shell fire, but hoped to get
t hese vehicles in running order to provide a patrol in the norning, since he
only had one other Troop (Codesign) available his men were therefore hard at
work trying to repair the damaged vehicles. He also reported at that tine
that R H C. had been joined by their supporting heavy weapons. (WD., 8 Cdn
Recce Regt, March 1945: Appx 11, Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Messages 1900 and

2042 hours).

5 CDN I NF BDE' S ATTACK TO THE NORTH, 1 APR 45

126. 2 Cdn Corps celebrated the coinciding feasts of Easter and All Fools Day
by continued progress against the battered eneny. At 0100 hours 1 Apr, the

Bl ack Watch engaged the garrison of Terborg. It was not a |long battle,

al though intervals of fierce fighting were experienced by every platoon

"A" Coy led off the advance supported by the tanks of 10 Cdn Arnd Regt and
soon came under fire fromthe windm ||l (064697) which dom nates the road
approaches from the south-east; however with the assistance of the carriers,
whi ch swung around to a flank, opposition was overcone and a good bag of

pri soners was obtained. "A" Coy was then able to continue its frontal assault
and after some hard work at close quarters it firnmed up about the bend in the
railroad east of the town. "B" Coy in its turn passed through and began the
tiresone task of clearing every house on the route, but seeing that tinme was
fleeting, the energetic conmpany commander deci ded to take a chance and go
straight for his objective centering on the main church in the village. The
remai ni ng 500 yards was qui ckly covered, with not a shot fired agai nst our
troops. O the other two conpanies, only the last "D' Coy, had any trouble.
This sub-unit noved up at about 0630 hours to seize the high wooded ground

i mredi ately south of Terborg, but on nearing the objective cane under intense
small arns fire. One platoon managed to di sengage and nmade its way around to
the northern end of the woods. The "squeeze play" worked exceedingly well and
by 0725 hours R H C reported the success of all its allotted tasks in Terborg.

Si xty-one prisoners were taken in this operation. (WD., RHC , 1 Apr 45;
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2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, Serials 2427, 2429, 2433, 2436 and 2440, and WD., H Q
5 Cdn I nf Bde, March 1945: Appx 19, Message Log, 31 Mar 45, Serials 64, 65,
66 and 67)

127. Meanwhile "A" Sgn of 8 Recce Regt was | oose sone 2000 yards north of the
village, and the tinme was ripe to pass Calg Hi ghrs through to | ead the brigade
on to Doetinchem The plan called for the Hi ghlanders "to go al ong road not
clearing nuch on the way" and directed that "R de Mais will start two hours
after Calg Highrs and clear the route". Resistance was by no neans strong,
and by 0840 hours Calg Highrs was over half a mle along the Doeti nchem -
Terborg road. Further west 6 Cdn Inf Bde was attenpting to nake contact with
the troops of 3 Cdn Inf Div on the left, using carrier patrols which were sent
al ong the Dutch-German border. Canerons of C., working out from Azewi jn, were
also trying to contact the troops in s'Heerenberg. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,

Serials 2440, 2445, 2446 and 2449)

OPERATI ONS OF 2 CDN CORPS, 31 MAR - 1 APR 45

128. By noon the situation across 2 Cdn Corps' front was still nore
favourable. 3 Cdn Inf Div had cleared the | ast enenmy pocket in 's Heerenberg
with H L. 1. of C. and had found the opposition softening. 8 Cdn Inf Bde on
the Hoch Elten feature was out of contact altogether, and 9 Cdn Inf Bde had
pushed a battalion north to clear the woods on the west side of the

Emrerich - Wehl road south-west of Zeddam 7 Cdn Recce Regt was even further
ahead and had two squadrons on the way to Zeddamitself. To the right, on

2 Can Inf Div's front, 8 Cdn Recce Regt had squadrons probing ahead of 6 Cdn
I nf Bde, some 2000 yards ahead of the Klein Azewijn - Etten trammay, which
formed the forward boundary of the brigade. On the fringe of Doetinchem

8 Recce Regt's "A" Sqn reported the eneny retreating out of the town,
excel l ent news for Calg Hi ghrs advancing from Terborg and only a few hundred
yards behind the "Recce". (WD., GS. Ops, HQ First Cdn Arny, April 1945
Appx 2, Sitrep No. 541)
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129. By 1400 hours 1 Apr, Calg Highrs and elenents of 8 Cdn Recce Regt were
actually in Doetinchem R H C and R de Mais were strung out behind them

al ong the road back to the Qude |jssel bridgehead. To the west Canmerons of C.
of 6 Cdn Inf Bde had contacted H L.I. of C. in s Heerenberg and cl eared

Azewi jn. S. Sask R was on its way across the Qude |jssel to relieve R H. C
of 5 Cdn Inf Bde. Fus MR, while maintaining its positions north of

Vel dhunten, sent out strong patrols westwards to keep contact with 3 Cdn Inf
Div. North of the Etten - Klein Azewijn road the armoured cars of 8 Cdn Recce
Regt were swanning out freely to cover the area of Warm and Bi everde on the
road to Braamt. (WD., HQ 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 1 Apr 45, and First Cdn Arny Ops
Log, 1 Apr 45, Serial 71). 4 Cdn Inf Bde, as yet uncomm tted, was on the east
side of the Rhine, its battalions concentrated between W eken and Netterden

(2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 1 Apr 45, Serial 28).

130. In Maj-Gen Keeflerts sector on the left, 7 Cdn Recce Regt was in contro
at Zeddam and had troops in Lengel (9966) and Mengel enberg (9866). Behind the
"Recce", S.D. & G Highrs of 9 Cdn Inf Bde had pushed past H L.1. of C in

s Heerenberg and were advancing north on the left of the s Heerenberg -
Zeddam road with the object of clearing the |arge woods which fornmed the

sout hern part of the Stokkummer Bosch. Further west 8 Cdn Inf Bde had Q O R
of C. domi nating the autobahn running through the north end of the Hoch Elten
feature, while R de. Chaud, which had persisted in its push westwards, had
captured the community of Elten itself. N Shore R was still firmon the
mai n feature east of the | ookout tower (925645). 7 Cdn Inf Bde, reorganized
and rested after its gruelling effort among the ruins or Emerich, had two of
its battalions in Enmerich and a third unit occupyi ng Huthum (lbid,

Serials 11, 24; 25; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 1 Apr 45, Serials 24, 34, 41,
43, 44, 67)

90 Report No. 19



131. In the rear areas of 2 Cdn Corps at Emmerich, the Canadi an engi neers
were working furiously at the class 40 | ow1evel Bailey pontoon bridge.!® The
nmonment of its conpletion was the time at which General Crerar woul d take

2 Cdn Corps back under his wing from General Denpsey's Second Arny and assune
responsibility for the northward thrust fromthe western end of the

bri dgehead, as laid down-by the C.-in-C. in his directive. (See paras 8 and
9). The original estimated tine of conpletion of this bridge was 1800 hours
on 1 Apr. This was |ater set back to 0600 hours on 2 Apr, then advanced to
2352 hours, 1 Apr (First Cdn Army Ops Log 31 Mar 45 Serials 128 and 156; and

1 Apr 45, Serials 5, 24). |In the neantinme the weather was causing anxi ety too
for the bridge builders, for at 1325 hours high wi nds and choppy waters on the
broad expanse of the river | ooked as though they m ght jeopardize the early
conpletion of the structure (ibid, Serial 68). Yet in another five hours the
sappers, ever conscious of the urgency of the nmonent, had advanced the

estimated tinme of conpletion to 2100 hours (ibid, Serial 121).

132. During the afternoon and evening of 1 Apr pressure was kept up all along
the line between Zeddam and Doetinchem On the left flank 9 Cdn Inf Bde had
been ordered to forma line facing west fromElten to the crossroads

sout h-west of Loerbeek (9470). To this end HL.I. of C relieved R de. Chaud
in Elten, Nth N.S. Highrs noved through s Heerenberg to the north-west and

occupi ed the area of Beek, while S.D. & G Highrs, entering Zeddam after 7 Cdn

¥l nstructions to begin work on this bridge were received from
2 Cdn Corps early on 31 Mar 45. Bridging operations actually
commenced at 1200 hours. 2 Cdn A Tps Engrs began work and esti mated
the time of conpletion at 0600 hours 2 Apr. Assisting units were
40 Pnr Coy, 96 Pnr Coy, Carpenters Detachnment of 2 Bn, 2 Cdn Fd Svy
Coy and a Detachnent of "J" Sgn, "U' Force, RN with L.Cs.V. (P)
whi ch were used as tugs and ferries. But for a 10-foot error in
cal culation the bridge would have been conpleted at 1800 hours 1 Apr.
However the bridge was finished at 2025 hours and opened for traffic
at 2100 hours 1 Apr 45. The bridge was naned Melville Bridge after
Brigadier J.L. Melville former C.E. First Cdn Arny. (H st Sec File;
143.113013(D1) BRI DG NG OPS; Report on construction of bridges over
Rhi ne, by Maj G L. Bodwell, B.M, 10 May 45).
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Recce Regt, swung westwards to establish its forward troops around the
crossroads bel ow Loerbeek, leaving the remainder of the battalion strung out
on the higher wooded region to the east. (WDs., HQ 9 Cdn Inf Bde, HL.I

of C, SSD. & G Hghrs, Nth NS Hghrs, 1 Apr 45). For its thrust northward
from Zeddam 7 Cdn Inf Bde had ordered R Whg R f to Kilder. Meanwhile Regina
Ri f would follow up to occupy the woody sl opes about 1500 yards west of Braant
prior to being pushed through the Wnnipegs firmbase. |In conjunction with
these noves 1 C. Scot R was instructed to seize the area of G oot Lobberik
(9571). The Reconnai ssance Squadron north of the Scottish was to keep on
probing forward until it nmet serious opposition. (lbid; and AEF: 45/3 Cdn
Inf DiviCF, Docket V, as above: Special Reports Nos 26, 27, 28).

133. The brigade was well on the nove when at 1630 hours 7 Cdn Recce Regt
reported one of their vehicles knocked out by eneny fire. The delay, however,
was only of short duration; R Wg R f were able to enter Kilder within

two hours and take four dejected prisoners froma Marine Flak unit and

858 Gren Regt. 1 C. Scot R follow ng the Wnnipegs, pushed past Kilder but

i nstead of keeping to the original plan swung to the right (see para 132
above) to firmup around Broek. Then came the turn of Regina Rif to continue
the advance. A trifle late in getting forward, the Reginas did not reach
Kilder until 2130 hours. The unit debussed just north of the town, depl oyed
and i nmedi ately di spatched strong patrols to feel out the opposition on the
approaches to Wehl, which the Recce nen reported held in sone strength. At
this point, the Conmanding O ficer, appreciating that the line of the rail way
south of Wehl would be an obvious defence line, ordered his troops to attack
and capture it at first light. The assault, tined for 0430 hours was to be
supported by tanks of 27 Cdn Arnd Regt and by the fire of heavy nortars of
CH of O (MG). (lLbid). Brigadier J.A Roberts' 8 Cdn Inf bde, relieved of
its task about Hoch Elten, was concentrating preparatory to reinforcing 3 Cdn

Inf Divis efforts northward (WD., HQ 8 Cdn Inf Bde and units, | Apr 45).
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134. The last half of the day produced only a small measure of success for
Maj - Gen Matthews' division. The Calg Highrs got into Doetinchemlate in the
afternoon, but not without a fight, especially in the case of "D' Coy, which
had a sticky tine on the fringes of the nain square. The other conpani es were
nore fortunate and managed to consolidate; one at the bridge west of the town,
anot her on the northern outskirts. The situation around the square did not

i mprove and by nightfall it was decided that until the road bl ocks could be
cleared to all ow heavier close support, no further attenpt would be nade to
take the town. (WD., Calg Highrs, 1 Apr 45). Meanwhile R H C. had been
brought up to swing around to the east of Doetinchemin order to pass on to
Langerak. R de Mais was also prodding its way forward on the right of

Calg Highrs and in the |late afternoon put in an arnoured attack on the

nort h-east portion of the town. Resistance was |ight and the troops
consol i dat ed between Rui nei gt and Ei kenberg sonme 500 yards north of

Doeti nchem (WDs., R de Mais, RHC., 1 Apr 45)

135. The intention of 2 Cdn Inf Div was now to reorganize 5 Cdn Inf Bde in
the area Kruisberg - Doetinchem- Hummelo. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, acconpani ed by

el enents of 8 Cdn Recce Regt, was to press on along the axis Doeti nchem -
Vorden - Bruggi nk (0496) to cut the road from Lochemto Zutphen and to
establish a crossing over the Twente Canal. |In addition 8 Cdn Recce Regt was
directed to probe west of the CQude |jssel River as far north as Laagkappel, in
order to nake contact with 3 Cdn Inf Div on the left. (WD., HQ 5 Cdn Inf
Bde, April 1945: Appx 13 Message Log, 1 Apr 45, Serial 136). For the
forthcom ng operations the full support of 2 Cdn Arnd Bde was avail able. At
the nmonent 27 Cdn Arnd Regt was assisting 7 Cdn Inf Bde, and 10 Cdn Arnd Regt
was operating around Doeti nchemwi th Brigadier Megill's troops. (WD., HQ
2 Cdn Arnmd Bde, 1 Apr 45; and April 1945: Appx 1, 2 Cdn Arnd Bde Log

1 Apr 45, time 1910, 2000 hours). 6 Cdn Arnd Regt was still in reserve near
Cl eve, but expecting at any nonent to nove into the battle zone (WD., 6 Cdn

Armd Regt, 1-2 Apr 45).
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4 CDN ARMD DI V'S PART | N OPERATI ON " PLUNDER', 24-31 MAR 45

136. 4 Cdn Arnd Div's part in operations thus far had been confined to
providing artillery support for the troops on the left or the Rhine bridgehead
and pepper-pot shoots by the tanks fromthe west bank of the River. The
arnmoured brigade therefore had been particularly busy for the |last few days
laying on tank fire in support of our recent attacks on Emrerich and

Hoch Elten. The actual fire programme began at 1450 hours on 28 Mar, when the
tanks of four arnmoured reginents opened fire. The opening salvo came from
120 guns firing sinultaneously at twelve targets. At 1548 hours on the same
day, however, all the pieces engaged a single target with two rounds of
gunfire. That the task at hand was of considerable inportance can be judged
by the expenditure of amrunition. On that day al one, by 1800 hours the

bri gade group had gone through 18,527 rounds, naking on the average 142 rounds
per gun. Further and nore intensive firing took place on 29 Mar, when by

m dday the total expenditure anpbunted to 66,978 rounds, rising to

111,905 rounds at 1100 hours on 30 Mar. This programme went on periodically
until 0745 hours 31 Mar. At that tine the brigade group di sengaged, having
fired nore than 120,000 rounds. (WDs., HQ 4 Cdn Arnd Bde, 21, 22, 28 Cdn
Armd Regts, 29 Cdn Arnd Recce Regt, 28-31 Mar 45). The divisional guns were

kept equal ly busy:

The original 700 rounds per gun was expanded by the 29th, and amunition
nunbers were soon busy hauling new supplies. By the end of the week
spent in this position each gun had fired over 12 tons of high expl osive

shel | s.

(Spencer, History of 15 Cdn Fd Regt, R C. A, p. 236)

On 31 Mar the guns canme out of action and prepared to cross the Rhine with the
rest of the formation. (lbid: and WDs., HQ R C A 4 Cdn Arnd Div, 15 Cdn
Fd Regt, and 23 Cdn Fd Regt (SP), 28-31 Mar 45)
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137. As the tinme approached for 2 Cdn Corps to revert to Gereral Crerar's
command, 4 Cdn Armd Div had conpleted its concentration in the Speldrop -

Bi enen area, and had fornmed itself into two battle groups, Tiger G oup'® under
H Q 4 Cdn Arnd Bde, and Lion G oup?!” under the | eadership of H Q 10 Cdn Inf
Bde. Lion G oup was already en route to a new concentration area at

West endorp, north-east of Terborg. Mj-Gen C. Vokes' intention was to |aunch
his division with all speed into the areas of Ruurlo and Lochem relieve

what ever elements of 43 (W) Inf Div were there and seize bridgeheads over the
Twente Canal west of Lochem Lion G oup, commanded by

Brigadier J.C. Jefferson, D.S.O was designated to execute these tasks, on the
conpl eti on of which Tiger G oup, under Brigadier R W Mncel, D.S.0O, was to
pass through and | aunch an arnmoured attack eastwards agai nst Del den. (AEF:
45/ 4 Cdn Arnd Div/C F, Docket I, Folio 13: Menorandum of an Interview given
by Lt-Col WG M Robinson, OB.E., GS.O 1, 4 Cdn Arnmd Div, to Hist Ofr,

4 Cdn Arnd Div, at Rastede, N.W Germany, 23 May 45, The Final Punch

perations and Activities of 4 Cdn Arnd Div, 30 Mar - 5 May 45). Wth the

arrival in the bridgehead of the arnmoured division, Lt-Gen Sinonds now had a
powerful and highly nobile force ideally constituted for the w de open

operations which would soon follow.

FI RST CDN ARMY TAKES 2 CDN CORPS UNDER COMVAND, 2359 HOURS 1 APR 45

138. Probably one of the npst noteworthy sitreps on record is the one issued
by First Cdn Arny at 2400 hours, 1 Apr 45. It bears no striking title, just
the nunber 503. Yet that situation report was historic in that it covered the

activities not only of 2 Cdn Corps but of Lt-Gen Foulkes' 1 Cdn Corps as wel |

H. Q 4 Cdn Arnmd Bde, 22 and 28 Cdn Arnd Regts, the Lake Sup R
(Mot), and the Line & Wlld R, plus 23 Cdn Fd Regt (SP), 96 Cdn
A. Tk Bty, and 12 Cdn Lt Fd Anb.

"H.Q 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 29 Cdn Arnd Recce Regt, 21 Cdn Armd Regt,
the Alg R, the AL & S H of C, and 10 Cdn Indep M G Coy, plus
9 Cdn Fd Sgn, 15 Cdn Fd Anb, and 14 Cdn A. Tk Bty.
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Now at |long last we had an Arny of two full Canadian Corps in operation
together. 1 Brit Corps, which for so |long had been associated with First Cdn
Arny was no | onger under conmand; it had passed from under General Crerar's
control at noon 1 Apr. (WD., GS. Ops, HQ First Cdn Army, April 1945

Appx 5, Folio 9, Sitrep No 503). On the evening of 1 Apr, 32 hours after the
order had been given to the Chief Engineer to begin work, the sappers opened a
bri dge across the Rhine at Emrerich (WD., Hist OOfr, HQ First Cdn Arny,

1 Apr 45). The rapid conpletion of the task made it possible for 2 Cdn Corps
to return to General Crerar's command at ni dni ght on the sanme day, since with
hi s own conmmuni cati ons now established across the river he could maintain and
fight the Corps in its northward advance. (Ceneral Crerar's Despatch

para 14).

139. In his despatch of 29 May 45, General Crerar reviewed the situation

exi sting when he took command of Canadi an operations beyond the Rhine.

By the end of the nonth the battle of the Rhine had been won. The
encirclement of the Ruhr, that great manoeuvre envi saged by the C -in-C
in Septenber, 1944, was al nost conpleted. The Ninth U S. Army, with
patrols into Miunster and Hamm was driving on to link up with the

First U S. Arny in Paderborn. Meanwhile, Lt-Ceneral Denpsey's forces
had crossed the Ens at Greven and Mesum and were nearing Rheine, thus
spoi ling any chances which the 2nd Parachute Corps mi ght have had of
falling back to the line of the river. On the left flank, the

2nd Canadi an Corps was attacking Terborg and al ong the east bank of the
Rhi ne nort hwest of Emmerich had gained the sumrit of Hoch Elten from
whi ch the German guns had domi nated the crossing places farther up the
river. Qur stubborn adversary, the First Parachute Army, was split in
two: the 2nd Parachute Corps, reeling backwards on the north, had | ost

contact with the 86th Corps in the south.

(General Crerar's Despatch, para 13)
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140. A nost significant event also, at this tinme, was the cessation of the
eneny's efforts with his |ong range V-Wapons. As the Allied forces drove
deeper into Germany, the mai ntenance of his |launching sites in western Holl and
became increasingly difficult. The advance of 2 Cdn Corps to the north,
noreover, now threatened to cut the few remai ning routes al ong which supplies
must pass. The last rocket was fired against the United Kingdomon 27 Mar and

the last flying bonb on 30 Mar 45. (Hist Sec. C.MH Q Report No. 137)

141. East of the Canadi ans, Lt-Gen Denpsey's divisions had covered a good
deal of eneny territory since crossing the Rhine. 30 Corps especially had
made great gains against varying opposition to secure a firmflank for

General Crerar's northward thrust. The Guards overran G oenlo on 31 Mar and
by m dnight had 5 Gds Arnd Bde in Eibergen, while on the left 32 Gds Bde
finding Borculo strongly held, swung north-east to Needed. Eibergen fell on
the norning of 1 Apr and a passage was forced through Haaksbergen to within
two mles south-west of Enschede at 1400 hours. On the sane day 32 Gds Bde
movi ng fast from Neede had reached by 1100 hours a small bridge on the

Twente Canal. Sone tanks nmanaged to cross the water barrier, but only to have
the bridge bl own up behind them They becane heavily engaged and were soon
all knocked out. The Cuardsmen then shifted to the eastern end of the cana
and, by-passing Enschede, drove on towards Hengel og with the object of
screeni ng Enschede fromthe north-west. The Irish Guards G oup entered
Enschede during the afternoon of 1 Apr, and by last |ight had cleared the
town, taking many prisoners. The eneny, however, still held on to the
airfield north of the town, although this area was now al nost surrounded by

ot her elenents (Welsh Guards) of the brigade. (AEF:. 45/ Second Arny/ C/ D

Docket |; and First Cdn Arny Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serials 60 74, 102, 137, 140
and 142; 1 Apr 45, Serials 41, 76, 160 and 97).

142. In 43 (W) Inf Div's sector, progress had not been so spectacul ar
mai nly on account of the cratering and denolitions encountered. All the

bridges north of Varsseveld were out, but during the afternoon of 31 Mar
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129 Bde crossed the stream and bridgi ng operations over the Slingerbeek began
The foll owing day saw 8 Arnd Bde catch up to the |eading infantry by sweeping
in to capture Varsseveld after which the tanks pushed to clear Ruurlo.

Lochen, the next objective, proved a much tougher problem (First Cdn Arny
Ops Log, 31 Mar 45, Serials 59, 130 and 142; 1 Apr 45, Serials 27, 43, 62 and
133). 8 Arnd Bde attacked Lochem at about 1730 hours, while 214 Bde pressed
on north of Borculo to reach Di epenheim (lbid, Serial 146; and

AEF: 45/ Second Arny/C/ D, Docket |). Between the right flank of 2 Cdn Corps
and the left of 30 Corps, 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt had been doi ng excel |l ent worKk.
"D' Sgn of this unit canme under command 2 Cdn Inf Div at 1500 hours on 31 Mar
and set about reconnoitring the region bounded by Halle - Zel hem - Doeti nchem
The squadron | eft Terborg at 0930 hours 1 Apr with two troops up. Fromthen
their ability to get around is well illustrated by the entry in the Regi nental

War Diary:

"D' Sqgn left Terborg 0570 at 0930 hrs with 2 tps up to do the task of
gen recce of area east of Doetinchem 19 and 18 tips were up. They
found all the brs blown on the river line just North of Terborg. At
approx 1300 hrs "D'" Sgn's task was changed to dash up to Lochem and
seize and hold the brs on the canal to the North. The sqn noved off up
to Hengel o 0284 and net some of the Royals (Brit Arnd C. Regt) who were
supposed to be on their right flank. From Hengelo they noved to Ruurlo
really fast, contacted nore English tps. By 1830 hrs reached South

portion of Lochem

(WD., 18 Cdn Arnd C. Regt, 1 Apr 45)

143. It is evident that there was no | ack of excitenment for as the diary goes

on:

Later just South of Lochemin the sem -dark, 16 and 19 tps had fun, they

ran into Jerries laying rd bl ocks and put the coax and the 37 HE to
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them H 77086 Sgt Beach, R K., was cond 16 tp in the absence of

Lt WD. Rose (on leave). He was just starting his Stag rolling again
after consulting his map when Panzerfaust artist let fly fromthe side
of the rd nearby. He mssed. The projectile |anded about ten feet
short of the car, Sgt Beach punched the Jerry full of holes with his
coax, then hopped out of the car end relieved himof a fine P38 pistol
Both tps then returned to the area South of Ruurlo 1187 where the sqgn

bi vouaced for the night.

(Lbi d)

144. Needless to say the Dutch civilian population were anmazed at the speed
with which the reconnai ssance nen manoeuvred and indeed could hardly believe
that their liberation was inmmnent (ibid; also Wekly Sunmary of Ops, 2 Cdn
Inf Div, 25-31 Mar 45, as above). As the day ended the Regi nent cane under
command 4 Cdn Arnd Div, which was now about to enter the battle (2 Cdn Inf Div

Ops Log, 1 Apr 45, Serial 2582).

THE ENEMY' S SI TUATI ON AT 2359 HOURS 1 APR 45

145. Although it was still possible that the eneny m ght take sone steps to
sl ow down the advance of the Western Powers, there had been little evidence of
it so far. The Allied spearheads continued to penetrate as nmuch as 30 niles
daily and there was every indication that soon the heart of industrial Gernany

woul d be conpletely isolated: furthernore, as our Intelligence Staff added

On the fronts nearest to us, First Para Arny has been irrevocably
divided. 2 Para Corps on the North is reeling backwards and has no
contact with 86 Corps to the South. At Emrerich a curious condition
obtains, for 358 Grenadier Reginment is probably in Twenty Fifth Arnmy and

based in Holland rather than Germany. It nay as a result withdraw to
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the Ijssel for there can be little profit in pulling troops out of

Hol I and when British troops are cutting the roads to Germany.

The only troops NOT conmitted and in difficulties are those in Holl and
and particularly the paratroop reinforcenents in the G oningen area.
They are now too late to affect the present battle although they may

distract forces to deal with them

(First Cdn Arnmy Int Summary No. 274, 31 Mar 45)

146. As a result it would appear that the Canadian battle was to be a fight
on the Ijssel River against an eneny facing east (ibid). Indeed it was the
only place where the Germans could afford to have offensive or defensive

intentions at this tine. For as the Intelligence Summary concl uded:

... There he may be planning a position to protect his Dutch investnents

and to lure forces away from rangi ng across Germany.

The novenent out of Holland has NOT yet been sufficient to prove
evacuation, although it has been increasing. The concentrations of
vehicles and the intense accurate |ight flak at Rijssen VII may wel

i ndi cate sone offensive intentions East of the Ijssel. It is difficult
to see, however, how these can be entertained in the face of our

advances, with the few troops avail abl e.

(Lbi d)

147. Some light is thrown on the eneny's rearguard nanoeuvres during |ate
March by the statenents of Lt-Gen Herman Plocher, Conmanding 6 Para Div. That
formation after its first commtnment at MIIlingen was ordered to defend the
line between Gendringen and |Isselburg with 8 Para Div on its |left and 346 Inf

Div onits right. Plocher's men however were soon forced back in a
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north-easterly direction to face south from Terborg to Aalten. Due to the
sustai ned efforts of 30 Brit Corps, contact with 8 Para Div was lost in a few
days, and Plocher was left with orders to hold and delay as nuch as possible
while 8 Para Div was withdrawn farther to the north-east. When Plocher was
finally given perm ssion to fall back, the Allied armoured colums had cut off
his Iine of retreat into Germany proper and, as the Interrogati on Report

expl ai ns,

...He was then put under 88 Corps of Twenty-Fifth Arny and told to
withdraw to the Twente Canal. 1In a slow fighting withdrawal the

di vi sion reached the Canal towards the end of March and there took up a
line from Zut phen to Lochemto Hengelo. During this wthdrawa

346 Infantry Division had crossed over the Ijssel River at Doesburg

| eaving Pl ocher to defend the east bank of the Ijssel by hinself.

(Interrogation Reports as above, Folio 24 -

Lt- Gen Herman Pl ocher)

It was while taking up the defence of the Twente Canal that 6 Para Div
received a welcone allotnment of fresh troops. These cane from 31 Reserve Para
Regt, which though 1200 strong and acconpanied by an artillery reginent, were
smal | encouragenent for the bloody trials ahead. As subsequent events will

show the stop-over on the Twente Canal was short and costly. (lbid)

148. The situation, as it existed at mdnight on 1 Apr, proved beyond doubt
that the eneny could never hope to re-establish a line that would hold the

Al lied aval anche. His only chance of del aying the overwhel mi ng di saster which
shadowed his every step backwards lay in a retreat to the National Redoubt

whi ch our Intelligence Staffs knew m ght be based in the Austrian Al ps. At
the sane tinme the eneny mght continue to resist in the so-called fortresses

of Western Europe, such as the port of Dunkirk or in the Channel Islands or in
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Norway, a possibility on which General Ei senhower |ater made the follow ng

conment :
Knowi ng the Nazi nentality, | had little expectation of an i medi ate
al |l -enbraci ng coll apse and an abrupt termnination of the struggle through

conpl ete surrender while these outposts remai ned unsubdued.

(Report by the Suprenme Commander to the Conbined

Chiefs of Staff on the Operations in Europe of the

Al lied Expeditionary Force, 6 Jun 1944 to 8 May 1945,

p. 127)

149. However, on 1 Apr an event took place which brought victory to our
doorstep. On that day 21 Arny Goup and Twelfth U S. Arny |linked up near
Li ppstadt, and the physical encirclenent of the Ruhr!® was conpleted. This
was an operation on which the Supreme Commander had pl aced the highest
priority and which he had considered essential before |aunching any further

thrusts to the east. 1In speaking of it later he said

8The Ruhr had been isolated by air action early in 1945. |In
addition to the direct danage to factories, the transportation system
had been wrecked, and the coal and steel produced there, on which the
German war econony | argely depended, had been, for the tinme being
deni ed the eneny. Before operations deep into the German interior
could safely be undertaken, however, the Allies had, follow ng the
Rhi ne crossings to conplete the encirclenment of the Ruhr and the
elimnation of any danger fromthe pocket which would be thus
created. Wth this vast arnoury in Allied hands, and the Russians in
control of its Silesian counterpart, Germany's power of continuing to
wage war woul d be destroyed even were her armes to be preserved
intact. The essential weapons, ammunition, and fuel produced by the
Ruhr woul d be denied to them and even the |ocal factories dispersed
about Germany to escape the Allied bonbs would be brought to a
standstill through lack of raw materials, for the bulk of which they
were yet dependent upon the Ruhr and Sil esian resources.
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The operation constituted the | argest double envel opment in history.

I nside the pocket we had trapped the whole of the German Arny Group B
and two corps of Army Group H, including the picked troops who had been
massed in March to defend the southern approaches of the Ruhr against
the i mmedi at e of fensive which the enenmy had erroneously expected us to

[ aunch northward fromthe Remagen bri dgehead.

(Lbid, p. 128)

CONCLUSI ON

150. It is, difficult to explain why Hitler's Hi gh Command i nagined that it
could carry on the fight. The German | osses had been enornpus and the signs
of conplete defeat were all too clear.'® Mreover it is certain that the nost
seasoned of his professional soldiers, those high-booted and sel f-exalted
menbers of the Officers Corps, realized that disaster was i mmnent and were
ready to accept defeat quite unconditionally, (though with the consoling

t hought of honourable surrender). The answer to the eneny's unwillingness to
give in nmust be | ooked for anpong the fanatical principles of the Nazi-cult
whi ch decreed that according to the intuitions of one nan, The Fuehrer, an
entire people nmust triunph or fall. Wth speed and viol ence our attack had
driven the eneny into a corner; escape was inpossible. Hitler's army was on

its knees, the knock-out blow was about to be delivered.

151. This report was prepared by Capt P.A Muyer, RCI.C

(C.P. Stacey) Col onel
Di rector

Hi storical Section (G S.).

19See Appx "B" to this report.
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APPX " A"
to Report No. 19
17 Mar 45

HQ 3 CDN INF DIV

Confirmatory Notes

Conf erence 1600 hrs 17 Mar

Ref Maps 1/25, 000
Sheet Nos - 4103, 4104, 4203, 4204.
GENERAL
Security
1 The fact that the Allies intend to cross the RRHINE in this genera
area is well known, and it may be accepted that the enenmy may stil
have a neans of comm fromthis area
2 However every endeavour nust be nmade to keep secure the date of
crossing and the exact site of the crossing.
3 NO OR, except key pers (e.g. Clerks and Draughtsnen) will be briefed
until D 1.
Topoar aphy
4 The area consists mainly of flat |ow country crossed by many

drai nage ditches and the undul ations of the ALTER RHEINS, rising
gradually to the NE, with the nmain HOCH ELTEN feature to the NW
Further Details - See 30 Corps Int DOSSIER NOT issued to al

addr essees.
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Maps

5 This div will op fromthe 1/25, 000 nap.

Phot os

6 Recent air cover of the area will be available shortly. dd cover
taken last fall has been obtained and can be issued pending arrival

of new phot os.

Political

7 The initial stages of the op will take place in GERMANY but shortly
afterwards the DUTCH - GERMAN border will be crossed again. The

actions of the tps nmust be governed accordingly.

| NFORMATI ON

Eneny

8 It is estimated that the eneny is holding the ARNHEM - COLOGNE
sector with those divs which were driven across the RH NE by ops
VERI TABLE and GRENADE, stiffened possibly by certain res, between
WESEL and ARNHEM Four para divs, 2, 6, 7, 8, wll probably be
encountered with 116 Pz Div in the background as a | ayback div and
possibly a regt of 346 Div available also in a counter-attack role.
There are in the WEST seven inf divs (245, 361, 346, 198, 708,

716, div from NORWAY or | TALY) any one of which mght be conmtted
between WESEL or ARNHEM It is expected that the paratps will fight
with determination and if forced to give ground under pressure will

adopt the policy of strong rearguard acti ons.
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Omm_ Tps

10

11

12

13

14

15

21 Arny Gp is throwing three armes "trans fluvium RHENUM' with
RI GHT NI NTH US Army, CENTRE SECOND Brit Army, LEFT FIRST Cdn Arny.

SECOND Brit Army is crossing with RIGAT 12 Brit Corps, LEFT 30 Brit
Cor ps.

30 Brit Corps with under, cond 3 Cdn Inf Div is crossing in the area
of REES 0752. The initial brhead as per trace att, will be est by
51 (H) Div with under cond 9 Cdn Inf Bde.

43 (W Div is then to cross and will take over the left sector of

the brhead and will assune cond of 9 Cdn | nf Bde.

51 (H) Div is to adv NE toward BOCHOLT 2360 and 43 (W Div towards
AALTEN 2070.

When 43 (W Div is conplete across the RHINE, 7 Cdn Inf Bde foll owed
by Tac HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div will cross over and the followi ng changes in

comd will take place.

9 Cdn I nf Bde reverts to cond 3 Cdn Inf Div
3 Cdn Inf Div reverts to cond 2 Cdn Corps.

Tps com ng under cond 3 Cdn Inf Div will probably be:

One Armd Regt from2 Cdn Arnd Bde

El ements 79 Arnd Div.

6 Cdn Inf Bde (if required)

One coy lift of KANGAROCS.

Addi tional Arty - details NOT yet firm
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| NTENTI ON

16 3 Cdn Inf Div will break out of the 30 Brit Corps brhead at REES
with a viewto securing a brhead at EMVERI CH 9760 to protect
bridging ops at EMVERI CH by First Cdn Arny.

METHOD (Not e: No di sposition of any armour is yet made in the follow ng

al | ot ment of tps)

17 The op will be undertaken in phases as follows:

PHASE |

18 9 Cdn Inf Bde Gp (under cond 51 (H) Div)
with under cond
94 Cdn A Tk Bty RCA
"C' Coy CH of O (MJ
Two pls "D' Coy CH of O (M3
18 Cdn Fd Coy RCE
One coy 23 Cdn Fd Anb
One sec 4 Cdn Pro Coy

A mob coln - details later.

Tasks

19 (a) To provide one bn gp to under cond 154 |nf Bde.

(b) To pass the remai nder of the bde across under orders of 51 (H)

Di v

(c) To pass a mob coln (details later) through with a viewto

securing the crossing at 9960.
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20

21

(d) If this is successful and resistance is It, to bring the

remai nder of the bn fwd and protect the LEFT flank of the

br head.

PHASE 11

7 Cdn Inf Bde with under cond

105 Cdn A Tk Bty RCA

"A" Coy CH of O (M3

One pl "D'" Coy CH of O (M3

6 Cdn Fd Coy RCE

One Coy 14 Cdn Fd Amb

One sec 4 Cdn Pro Coy

and in sp (under cond for nove)

12 Cdn Fd Regt RCA.

Tasks

(a) To cross over and conc as ordered by 3 Cdn Inf Div.

(b) If 9 Cdn Inf Bde is successful in seizing the crossings at

9960, 7 Cdn Inf Bde will be conc imediately behind 9 Cdn I nf

Bde.

If the crossings are NOT taken by 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 7 Cdn Inf Bde

wi || pass through and secure a brhead area 9960 and enl arge

br head t owar ds NETTERDORN.

(c) Enlarge brhead towards EMMVERI CH.
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22

23

24

PHASE 111

8 Cdn Inf Bde with under cond

52 Cdn A Tk Bty RCA

"B" Coy CH of O (MY

One pl "D'" Coy CH of O (M3
16 Cdn Fd Coy RCE

One coy 22 Cdn Fd Amb

One sec 4 Cdn Pro Coy

Tasks

(a) To cross over, pass through 7 Cdn Inf Bde and capture EMVERI CH

(b) If little resistance is nmet then 8 Cdn Inf Bde will occupy area

3 as per att trace.

(c) If this is NOT possible, to firmup in the EMMERI CH area.

(d) To be prepared to adv in a NORTHerly direction WEST of the
HOCH ELTEN f eat ure.

PHASE |V
If hy resistance is met by 8 Cdn Inf Bde then 9 Cdn Inf Bde will
capture area 3 and will exploit NORTHwards to the line of the

obstacle, 930640 - 990650 as shown in Def Overprint.

PHASE V
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25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

In the event that hy resistance is met by 8 Cdn Inf Bde and 9 Cdn
Inf Bde then 6 Cdn Inf Bde nay be called on to attack and capture
the SOUTH end of the HOGH ELTEN feature.

ARMOUR

Probabl e that one arnd regt of 2 Cdn Arnd Bde will be under cond and

one sqgn Crocs from79 Arnd Div. Further details will be passed on
| ater.
7 Cdn Recce Regt will be prepared to either be phased in late as a

recce regt or to be launched early in jeeps and carriers to take up
a holding role on the RIGHT flank of the div. WII| also provide
Mob Col n under cond 9 Cdn I nf Bde.

12 Cdn Fd Regt will be in sp of and under cond for nmove of 7 Cdn Inf
Bde.

Arty Cormd will nove with Tac HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div.

Rermai ning two fd regts will remain on WEST bank and will be
controlled by CRA 3 Cdn Inf Div through Iine coms provided by CCRA
2 Cdn Corps.

3 Cdn A Tk Regt less three btys will nmove fwd with residue of the
div as ordered. It is possible that 94 Cdn A Tk Bty will be taken
from9 Cdn Inf Bde and nove with remainder of 3 Cdn A Tk Regt.

One Hy AA Bty and one LAA Bty from Corps or Army resources will
cross over with 3 Cdn Inf Div coln. 4 Cdn LAA Regt will be enp in
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33

34

35

36

37

t he Pepper Pots and will cross over with div residue as ordered by

this HQ

PEPPER POT

Two pepper pots will be org under comd CH of O (M3):

(a) Under conmd 3 Brit Inf Div to cover the initial crossing.

(b) To cover the adv of the Div NWalong the RI GHT bank by fire
fromthe LEFT.

6, 16, 18 Cdn Fd Coys will be under cond 7, 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes
respectively for all purposes. 3 Cdn Fd Pk Coy will cross over with

di v residues.

SMOKE

A large scal e snoke programme is in op now, and nay be obtained to

screen off the HOCH ELTEN feature.

Air progranme is shown as Appx "A" att.

PROTECTI ON

In view of the large amount of AA deployed in the area and the
i kelihood of eneny air attack, it is inperative fullest attention

be paid to, dispersion, cam and wherever possible, overhead covers.

111 Report No. 19



ML GOVT

38 There will be NO evac of civs across the RHI NE, but civs will be

conc locally in bldgs and det M| Govt advised.

ADM

39 Adminstrs will be issued separately.

| NTERCOVN

40 Tac HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div will cross over immedi ately behind 7 Cdn |nf

Bde and will assune control as soon as est on the "far shore",

(location later).

Sgd M K. Reed Capt.
for (NLC MATHER) Lt - Col
GS 3 Cdn Inf Div

DRLS
Time of Signature 1125 A hrs

DI STRI BUTI ON

7 Cdn Inf Bde 1
8 Cdn Inf Bde 2
9 Cdn Inf Bde 3
7 Cdn Recce Regt 4
CH of O (M3 5
RCA 6
RCE 7
Si gs 8
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6 Cdn Inf Bde
2 Cdn Inf Div
51 (H) Div

43 (W Div

79 Armd Div

2 Cdn Corps
30 Brit Corps
Cond

G

AQ

File

war Diary

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

22
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Appx "A" to Confirmatory
Not es of Conference

1600 hours 17 Mar 45

Copy No 20

Al R SUPPORT

Pre- Arranged Targets

1. (a)

(b)

(¢)

(d)

| nterdiction

HALDERN, | SSELBURG, ANHOLT and PRAEST have been submitted as

targets to be dealt with i mediately before the op

The RAF have decided to attack HALDERN and PRAEST with a strong
force of fighter-bonbers during the |ast hour of daylight on
Dmnus 1. It is considered that visual attack is better than
attack on instrunents, as these two villages are NOT good hy

bonmber targets.

| SSELBURG and ANHOLT will be attacked D mnus 1/Dwith a force
sufficiently heavy to ensure their destruction. Last bonb wll

be not later than first light on D day and probably nearer to

0001 hrs.

Cratering has been accepted on all four targets.

2. A programre is now in operation designed to produce by D day the

maxi mum paral ysis of the railway network in the area -
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ZWOLLE - ELBERGEN Bridge - RHEINE - NEUBECKUM - SOEST - S| EGEN -

SI EGBURG.

3. This programme includes attacks on viaducts, (the BIELEFELD vi aduct

was hit by RAF Lancasters with 22,000 I b bonbs on 15 Mar) bridges

and rly centres both in the above area and leading to it.

Ai r Support Conmuni cations

4. (a)

(b)

Fi ght er - Bonber

The FCP will be working centrally for the benefit NOT of
30 Corps alone but of the whole of Second Army. It will
intercept (and can in suitable cases take on) targets subnitted

by any formation with a tentacle.

51 (H) Div will have -

(i) ADDtk fitted with a VHF set and fwd and rearward comms.

This will cross with Staffs Yeo and be avail abl e for use

on the further bank as a contact tank and as a tentacle.

Suppor t

5. (a)

(b)

Hostile btys are first priority as targets for D day. These
will be pre-arranged as far as | ocated end ot herw se be dealt
with on observation by Tac/R or by fighter-bonmbers thensel ves

(also by Arty/R).

Targets put up through tentacles will be dealt with in the
normal way, either under control of Arny/83 Gp or of FCP. The
Contact Tk or Contact Jeep Qutfit can where necessary take

control of aircraft.

115 Report No. 19



Recogni tion

Arty/R

Tac/R

(a) Fluorescent Panels will be worn by vehs noving on the EAST side

of the river.

(b) Wiite 5-pointed stars will be cl eaned.

(c) Yellow snmoke will be available for use to indicate fwd tps only

to the air.

Four sorties per day for 4 AGRA and four sorties per day for 5 AGRA

have been requested.

The area on 30 Corps front will be covered under Second Arny control
and the contact car with 51 (H) Div can request specific nissions by
a Tac/R aircraft which can keep in touch with the RAF controller at

Div HQ and report to himfromthe air the results of the recce.
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APPENDI X "B
to Report No. 19

OP " PLUNDER"

CASUALTI ES

Since "D' Day and up to 2400 hours 1 Apr 45. The Canadi an, British and
American Arm es had, besides killing and woundi ng very | arge nunbers of the
eneny, taken approximtely 1,261,826 prisoners (H S. File 215C1. 98(D305) Eneny
Casualties. Total to 012400). 1In view of the results achieved so far, our
own | osses for the battle east of the Rhine (since the comm tnment of Canadi an
troops on 24 Mar 45) had been light. A near estimate can be drawn fromthe

figures as they stood at 0600 hours 1 Apr 45.

Consol i dated Casualties

Killed, Wunded, M ssing TOTALS
Oficers O her Ranks Oficers O her Ranks
3 Cdn Inf Div
7 Cdn I nf Bde 13 156
8 Cdn I nf Bde 1 64
9 Cdn Inf Bde 18 241
C.H of O (MG) 0 0
7 Cdn Recce Regt 0 2
3 Cdn Inf Div Tps 4 22 485
36 485 36
2 Cdn Inf Div
4 Cdn | nf Bde 0 1
5 Cdn I nf Bde 0 2
6 Cdn I nf Bde 7 100
Tor Scot R (M G) 0 0
8 Cdn Recce Regt 0 4
2 Cdn Inf Div Tps 0 2
7 109 7 109
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4 Cdn Arnmd Div

10 Cdn Inf Bde

4 Cdn Arnd Bde

29 Cdn Arnd Recce Regt
4 Cdn Arnd Div Tps

2 Cdn Corps

2 Cdn Arnd Bde
18 Cdn Arnd C. Regt
2 Cdn Corps Tps

First Cdn Arny

H Q First Cdn Arny
A. Tps Area First Cdn Arny
2 Cdn AGR A

Total Canadi an Casual ti es

Consol i dat ed Casualties

Killed, Wunded, M ssing

3 Cdn Inf Div
2 Cdn Inf Div
4 Cdn Armd Div
2 Cdn Corps

First Cdn Arny

Ot her Tps attached to
First Cdn Arny

21 Gp Brit Pnr Corps
102 Gp Brit Pnr Corps
14 Brit AGRE.
74 Brit A A Bde

107 Brit A. A Bde

(WD., A &Q, HQ

Sheet 252, pp. 3 and 4).

First Cdn Arny,
Consolidated C. and S. State as of 0600 hours 1 Apr 45,

Oficers O her _Ranks

Oficers

TOTALS

G her

Ranks
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